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Unit: 1

This unit gives an over vieo¥ the process of globalizatiort.tteats globalisation as a
social process. It puts the spotlight on the origin of the term globalisation and how it
was brought into intellectual discourses and the domain of sociological inquiry. The
unit  provides a bef view of the sociological interpretation of globalisation. It
navigates into the history and sketches the historical mooring and shaping of the
process. This unit tries to impress upon the readers that globalisation as a process is
the by product of a evolutionary process, bus not a revolutionary outcome. It
sheds light on the social context that has conditioned the evolution of globalisation.
The unit tries to detail out the distinctive features of globalisation that differentiates
it from other cial processes like sanskritization, westernisation, modernisation etc.
It also puts light on the dimensions of globalisation and briefs the readers about the
arguments in favour and against globalisation. The sole intention of the unit is to
provide a akar cut idea about globalisaticas a social process of the current tintes
the students.
1.0 Objectives: After studying this unit, you can

1 Conceptualize what is globalisation and justify it as a social

process.

1 Understand the evolutionary character gibbalisation.

1 Locate the social conditions that have given birth to the process.

1 Note the characteristics of globalisation which will enable to

understand its uniqueness.
1 Develop ideas about its various dimensions

1 Trace out the arguments favouring angf@divouring the process.



1.1 Introduction

Globalisation is a distinguishing trend and featureéha&f modern society.

As a term it had its origin in French and American writings in the 1960s.
But, it came into popular usage in the 1980s. Since then ibbasme a
debatable topic among the academia, policy planners and practitioners.
It is a social process that has resulted in greater interconnectedness and
integration of people and nations across the borders. The process has
stirred greater movement of indiduals, ideas, knowledge, capital and
goods across the national borders. Simply it can be described as a social
process that has resulted in the dissemination of information, dispersion
of ideas, diffusion of knowledge and technological knowhow, distiobu

of resources leading tthe transformation of societies. It a processof
interaction and integration among the people, companies, and
governmentsof different nations,a processdrivenby internationaltrade

and investment and aided by information technology.Globalization is

the worldwide process of homogenizing prices, products, wages, rates
of interest and profits. It is a process by which the people of the world
are unified into a single society and it leads to the integration of national
economies into the international economy through trade, foreign direct
investment, capital flows, migration, and spread of technology. Thus,
globalization is a single word describing multiplicity of phenomena. It is

omnipresent, ubiquitous and multidimermsial.

Today globalization is a common usage, but invites controversial
interpretations. As a term it is poorly defined. There are some
commonalities in the interpretation of the term in different disciplines.

The commonalities include terms like uniformitystandardisation

through a technological, commercial and cultural synchronisation coming



from the west. Today, every discipline has developed its own way of
defining globalisation. Thus, economists define globalisation as economic
internationalisation andspread of capitalist market relations through
trade liberalization and technology transfer, economic growth, increase
in employment and income distribution. The political scientists visualise
globalisation as increasing density of interstate relations and
development world power institutions determining global politics. To the
sociologists globalisation is the development of uniform global
institutions expediting the process of social change and leading to the

emergence of a w o r Idids, tlsemphasis s 'on I
the development of cultural communication influencing the culture and

identity of the groups across the nations.

Globalization can be conceived as a process (or a set of processes) which
embodies a transformation in the spatial argzation of social relations
and transactions, generating transcontinental or interregional flows and
networks of activity, interaction and power. It is characterized by four
types of change:

- First, it involves atretchingof social, political and ecmmic activities
across political frontiers, regions and continents.
- Second, it suggests thetensification, or the growing magnitude, of
interconnectedness and flows of trade, investment, finance, migration,
culture, etc.

- Third, the growing extensitand intensity of global interconnectedness
can be linked to a speeding up of global interactions and proceBaes

to globalisation,the evolution of worldwide systems of transport and
communication increasespeeding upthe velocity of the diffusionof

ideas, goods, information, capital, and people.



- Fourth, the growing extensity, intensity and velocity of global
interactions can be associated with theleepening impactThis implies

that the effects of distant events can be highly significant a bcal
community far awayand even the most local developments may come
to have enormous global consequences. In this sense, the boundaries
between domestic matters and global affairs can become increasingly

blurred.

1.1.1 Origin of the Concept of Globalisation

Tracing back the etymol ogy of the w
out that the term was coined as early as 1959, althouglgained
momentum only after 1980n 1961 the Webster dictionary for the first
time introduced the definitions of the wod s “Gl obalism

“Gl obalisation as observed by Ma |
globalisation suggests, it has emerged from the adjectigéobal

meaning worldwide. Peter Kools states the adjectigbal dates back

to the 16" century England and came into world attention during the

period of expansion. The word global attained a greater attention in the
writings of Mc Luhan wh o referre
Village”inl1961. To Luhan the metapho

united world community.
1.1.2 Sociological Interpretation of the Term Globalisation

Coming to the domain of Sociology, it can be noted that the term
“Gl obalization” has got extensive
sociologists. The sociologists percethat though economic in origin,

the term has enormous social implications. To cite some examfaes



George Ritzemlobalizatiorrefers to the rapidly increasing worldwide
integration and interdependence of societies and cultur&holte

defines globalization as deterritorialization or the growth of

supraterritori al relations betwee

reaching change i n the notet Albro@ o f

globalisation includes *“all/ t hose
worl d are incorporated into a sing
| anguages of Ronald Robertson “ Gl ob

the compression of the worldral the intensification of consciousness of

the world as a wholeT o Ant hony Giddens, “Gl o
defined as the intensification of worldwide social relations which link
distant localities in such a way that local happenings are shaped by
eent s occurring many mi | es away ar

gl obalization as a social process
on economic, political, social and cultural arrangements recede, in which
people become increasingly aware that they aeeeding and in which
peopl e act accordingly”. T o quote
thought of a process (or set of processes) which embodies a
transformation in the spatial organization of social relations and
transactions- assessed in terms ofi¢ir extensity, intensity, velocity and

impact — generating transcontinental or interregional flows and

networks of activity, interaction,
uU. Beck has underlined the differen
“globali Aeatooding to him, “‘“gl obal
Il ndi vidual s are increasingly 1|livincg

“the noti on @dbecomedllaserg Mesapwhite,ggd olb al i s n
I's the view that the ‘emooghtodupplaatr ket '’


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Globalization

(Il ocal and national) political acti
term to describe ‘the processes thr
are crisscrossed and undermined by transnational actors and varying

prospects ofpowerp r i ent ati on, i dentities and
1.1.3 Theories of Globalisation

According to Held and McGrew there are three main schools of thought
relating to globalization The versions ofthese three schools about
globalisation dominate theentire discourseson globalisation These
three schools arethe Hyperglobalites School, the Skeptics School, the

Transformationalists School.

The Hyperglobalites School: The Hyperglobalites focus on economic
globalization which argues to denationalize economies and there
creating global markets which would transcend state control, resulting in

a loss ofutonomy and sovereignty for thetate.

The second school tfiought, that is the Skeptics School argues that
globalization is anyth. Skeptics also question what eHg is global
about globalization. To them, it is not a universal phenomenon. On this

ground, the concept itself loses validity anchet specific.

The third school of thought i.e. tl#ransformationalists School argues
that globalization has struatal consequences and is a driving force in
society which influences political, social and economic change
Globalisation is responsible for social transformation. Due to
globalisation, there is structural change in the society and a global shift

with regpectto power and authority takeplacefollowing the process.



1.2 The Historical and Social Context of Globalisation

Globalisation is not a revolutionary outcome, but an evolutionary
development.Even if, it is often termed as a contemporary or modern
phenomenon, it can be studied from a historical perspective. As a
process it is noted by sociologists to be antique spanning many centuries

or millenna.Her man van der Wee, one of thi
historians of Belgium commented globalisatioraisew word for an old

process that has been taking place for centuries. This clearly indicates
globalisation is a historical process. It is sometimes identified by scholars

that there are three tipping points that have led to global convergence of

today wunder the banner of globalisation. These are: the consolidation of

Asian and Indian ocean net works having its root one millennium before,

the discovery of sea routes five centuries before with European
expansionism and the Industrial revolution galvanisthg European
economy two centuries ago. However, most of these attempts were
country or continent specific and more or less regional rather than
worldwide in nature. Though some scholars have tried to designate
these processes as“APcbaocgbbbbhbl Bs

currencies have not achieved much intellectual acceptance.

Thus, globalisation is a historical process. It has witnessed many
preceding stages in human history which can be identified as the prelude
to today’ s ¢gréisrnoadnserssaston tieennitiatidntperiod of
the process of globalisation among the scholars. However, all agree upon
the point globalisation is a social reality that the world has experienced
due to the interaction of complex economic, political, secidtural and

biological factors. Economic crises leading to political disruptions have



led the foundation of global convergence. Further, social and cultural
changes have changed human vision, prompted them to explore the
world around them, led to economi expansion and changes and
changed the political boundaries. Biological factors like the break of
epidemics have propelled human migration which have contributed
significantly for cultural diversities, social change and crossing the
borders leading to léw of individuals, ideas leading to cross border
integration, the basic foundations of globalisation. The economist vision
of the initiation of the process of globalisation is shorter than that
proposed by the historians. The historians trace back trstohy of
globalisation to the Industrial revolution of the west. To them the three
landmarks that symbolise the beginning of global interaction and
integration include the Industrial Revolution of the west which took
place 1800 years ago, the maritime erpen which had its origin
around 1500 years ago and the integration of Asia which took place 1000
years before. However, polarised is the views of Friedman who in his
famous statementThe World is Flat proposed that globalisation is of
recent origin. Thogh it was mooring from 1945 after the end of the
great depression and the world wargt had a rapid development

towards the end of the twentieth century.

To some historians, maritime revolution was initiated by Europe by
1500s. This became a turning poin the human history as this led to
establish interconnectivity between Europe with Asia, Sub Saharan Africa
and the American continent. Maritime revolution was initiated through
the development of maritime technology ancesulted in maritime
exploration. This contributed formercantile expansion. By this

revolution, humanity could triumph over geographical barriers and the



geographical segregation the nations were experiencing hitherto. This
led to the influx of new cultureknowledge, wealth into a nation. The
Italian Renaissance effects, the ideals of French and American Revolution
were diffused across the European borders and this was the beginning
point of globalisation. Most historical evidence, refer 1500s as a

watershed in the evolution of the process of globalisation.

Industrial revolution was an accelerant of global integration. It opened a
new era in the human history by increasing production and the GDP in
the western countries. This led to the foundation for metrlexpansion
which is a precursor to globalisation. This is often termed as the second
phase of globalisation. During this phase, there was vast transformation
in the production technology and the demand of the consumers. Mass
scale machine based produatiagncreased the quantum of production
which forced for expansion of the market beyond the national borders.
This resulted in colonial plunder, investments outside the national

borders, colonial expansion. This was the prelude to global integration.

Geoffey Gunn an authority on Asian history and International Relations
identifies the period spanning from 1500 t01800 as the era of first phase
of globalisation. To him the first confluence between the east and the
west took place during this period. Globalpatalism was in its wake and
there was the ascendancy of the west. This was percolating to the
colonies and cultural and material exchanges were fast taking
momentum. However, globalisation halted due to the two world wars

that took place in the first h&bf the twentieth century.

Globalisation was again spearheaded during the 1970s when the East

Asia miracle took place. This was led by the key role played by the



transnational companies. Finally, in the beginning of the twenty first
century, with the awag&ning of the sleeping giants like China and India,
globalisation started taking a new face. During this time, all countries
started rowing in the globalisation boat. All became equal partners and
participants in the process. The income inequality startedliding. The

national sovereignty started eroding and the world organisations and

corporate giants began directing and dictating state power.

Thus, the historical context of globalisation can be summarised under
five different phases which can be descdbas the five waves of
globalisation. These waves have touched the world in different periods

which are as follows.

1 First wave of globalisation taking place between Third to Tenth
centuries.

1 Second wave of globalisation taking place between Eleventh to
the end of the Fourteenth century.

i Third wave of globalisation between Fifteenth to Nineteenth
centuries.

1 Fourth wave between the beginnings of twentieth century to the
first half of twentieth century.

i Fifth wave from the last two decades of twentieth centugnd
continuing till date.

1.2.1 The First Wave of Globalisation:

The first wave of globalisation refers to the period between third to
tenth century B.C. This is the period which marks the beginning of cross
national connectivity. Andre Gunder Frank an economist associated with

dependency theory of development proposes attempts for globalisation



hasbeen in existence since the rise of trade links between Sumer and
Indus valley civilization in the third century B.C. Thus, the rise of river
valley civilizations and theicontribution for surplus production and
facilitation of navigation facilities conbuted significantly for the

establishment of contacts between hitherto unrelated space and people.

The Helleniistic age also noted some developments in global integration.
TheHellenistic Periods a part of the ancienteriod. It is associatedvith

the eastern Mediterranean and Middle Easgion It covers the period
between the death of Alexander the Great in 328and the conquest of
Egyptby Romein 308.c. This period led to Greek colonisation and spread
of Greek culture. |t started spread
of Asia In consequence, thidellenisticPeriod is usually accepted to
begin in 323 BC with Alexander's death and ends in 31 BC with
the conquestof the last Hellenistic kingdom WBome the Lagid kingdom

of Egypt For the Asian partit can be lengthento 10 BC, when the
lastIndo-Greekkingdom wasonquered by Indeésakas. Due to the Greek
political presence, during this period, commercialized urban centers
were spreading from India to Spain. The Grecian cities of Alexandria,

Athens and Antioch remained at its centre.

Further, the trade links betwae Roman Empire and Parthian empire
symbolised the establishment of global link. During this said period, silk
routes were established which added to the processaotelerating
global connectivityThe Silk Road is a historically important international
trade route between China and the MediterraneAsChina silk
comprised a large proportion of theade along this ancient road, in

1877, it was named the 'Silk Road' by Ferdinand von Richthofen, an
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eminent German geographer. TB#k Roadvas a network of
commercial traderoutes, formally established during théan
Dynastyof Ching which linked the regions of the ancient warldt is
noted that the development of the Silk Road from China to Rome
allowed 300 ships in a year sailing between Greco Roman world and
India.This overcame the geographical barriers that prevented flow of

people, wealth, goods for years together.

The Islanic Golden Age was a watershed in the evolution of the process

of globalisation.The Islamic Golden Age traditionally dated from the
mid-7th century to the midl3th century at which Muslim rulers
established one of the largest empires in history. Durinig fheriod,

artists, engineers, scholars, poets, philosophers, geographers and traders

in the Islamic world contributed to agriculture, arts, economics, industry,

law, literature, navigation, philosophy, sciences, sociology, and
technology, both by presemwy earlier traditions and by adding
inventions and innovations of their own. Also at that time the Muslim

world became a major intellectual centre for science, philosophy,
medi cine and educati on. | Hous8 efg hdad
Wisdom” , w h eollars, bathcMwuslim and neMuslim, sought to

gat her and transl ate the world’s kn
Movement.During this period, the Jewish and Muslim traders and
explorers established sustained economy across the Old world resulting

in the establishment of trade of sugar and cotton, diffusion of knowledge

and technology.

The advent of the Mongol empire witBenghisK han’ s | mper i al
too paved the way for globalisatiolBetween 1206 and his death in

1227, the Mongol leader GenghiKhan conquered nearly 12 million
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square miles of territory. Along the way, he cut a ruthless path through
Asia and Europe. Thus he helped to open contact between East and
West.He wanted trade and goods, including new weapons, for his
nation. A Mongol cavan of several hundred merchants approached a
recently formedKhwarezmian Empina Persia and Central Asia. Thus,
cross border exploration and migration initiated by the great imperialist

was a stp forward for globalisation.

Thus, in the first phase of globalisation factors like rise of civilizations,
maritime revolution, establishment of trade links, knowledge generation
and diffusion and imperialism contributed for the establishment of cross
nation connectivity and exchange of goods, ideas, knowledge and
wealth. However, this wave of globalisation came to an end with the

Germanic invasion of the Roman Empire.
1.2.2 The Second Wave of Globalisation:

The second wave of globalisation spans from eleventh to the end of the
fourteenth century. Though the duration of this phase is very limited and
short, yet from the outcome point of view it is quite significant. During
this phase the repercussions were quite spectacular. During thisgyeri
large estate owners in Europe introduced technological revolution in
production which resulted in the commercialisation of agriculture.
Productivity had a sharp rise due to the process of mechanisation and it
led to the generation of surplus. When sidgisnce agriculture was
replaced by surplus production, a need arose to expand the market to
exhaust the surplus and the profit making from production became the

target. This compelled the producers to hunt for outside markets where


http://www.fsmitha.com/h3/map13-ti3.htm

their products will bedemanded and they started expanding the market

by establishing regular trade relations outside their own countries.

Another historical event of this phase was the hundred years of war
fought between England and France. This war gave a substantive boost
to the process of globalisation. The Hundred Years' War was a long
struggle between England and France over succession to the French
throne. It lasted from 1337 to 1453.So it was in reality a war for "116
Years'. The war started off with several stunning sases on Britain's
part, and the English forces domindt&rance for decades. Then, the
struggle witnessed segaws, moving back and forth and the success
shuttling between Britain and France. This war had a disastrous
consequence on the entire European ntioent. This halted trade
momentum temporarily due to terror and turmoil. But it brought new
apprehensions to the people. Plagued by the fear of war, diseases and to
have a sustainable livelihood, people started out migrating from these
war affected counties. This was undertaken in groups. This cross border

migration became a starting point of globalisation.

During this period of history, maritime commerce gained prominence in
the port cities of Europe. Particularly, the porties like Venice in Italy
and Brugedn Belgium played a significant role in linking countries and
transferring goods and people to outside lan@suges had a strategic
location at the crossroads of the northeHanseatic Leagueade and

the southern trade routes. The traders of Bruges developed, or
borrowed from Italy, new forms of merchant capitalism, whereby several
merchants would share the risks and profits and pool their knowledge to

markets They employed new forms of economic exchange, including


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanseatic_League

bills of exchange (i.e. promissory notes) and letters of crédie city

eagerly welcomed foreign traders, most notably the Portuguese pepper

and spice traders. This massive trade linkage laid fthendation of
globalisation. More significant was the port city of Venid&nice

became well known throughout the world for its flourishing trade
centres and textile industry, which connected the Western world with

the East. Their location gave them arvadtage over other Italian cities

to connect with other trading ports from across the world. Even before

the Renaissance, Venice had already been trading with the Islamic world

as early as the ninth century, and continued it up to the sixteenth
century.Duing the 1200s, trade between Egypt, Syria, Southeast Asia,

Iran and China was present, especially with their trade of spices, grain,

wi ne, and salt. The spice trade wit
expansion of their high quality textile manufacding. The high quality

woollen textiles, for example, that were put on the market were in
exchange for supply of spices fron
excellentlabour, raw materials, and capital contributed to their success

in trading desirablevoollen textiles in exchange for eastern goods. The
city' s “textile trade was the singl
I talian city state economy” dur i ng
advantages of the cityincreased global interaction, exchange and
integration whichcan be treated asudiments forinitiating the process

of globalisation.

The midto-late 15th century has quite rightly been called thge of
Explorationand Discovery. It was an age in which European sailors and
ships left the coastal waters of the Old World and embarked on their

adventure on the vast "green sea of darkness." First, Portuguese ships,



then Spanish and finally, in the late 15th and earlyhl&nturies, British,
French and Dutch ships set out to discover a world, a world they
originally called the Other World, but eventually -called
the Mundus Novus --the New World. This was a significant milestone in

the process of global integration and guatctivity.

However, this phase came to an end because of rising competition
resulting in war, plunder and exploitation which impoverished the
people to an infinite extent. There was a reaction against the outside
intrusion. No doubt this phase was sigrafit in the process of
globalisation. Market expansion, forced migration, maritime commerce,
trade and turbulence contributed significantly to globalisation during this

period.
1.2.3 The Third Wave of Globalisation:

The third wave of globalisation swept the world betweerfifteenth to
nineteenth centuriesAfter 1453, warfare in Eastern Europe and Asia and
the fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks made overland trade
difficult. So, Europeans began looking #osea route to India and East
Asia By this time, therewere technological innovationsNavigational
instruments and sails were developinghich enabled Europeans to
undertake global explorationlt can be noted that théortuguese sailors
ventured further and further southward along thAtlantic coast of
Africa, searching for a new route to Asia. The Portuguese did ultimately

reach India in 1498 his made European colonisation hassle free.

During this phasethe exploratory voyage of Columbuscross the

Atlantic Oceann1492 discoveredhe trade routes to the new worldHde



made four trips to the Caribbean and South America during the years
1492-1504. This established a link between Europe and the new world.
During the period from the late fifteenth through the seventeenth
century, the Spaish empire expanded the extent of its power, influence,
and wealth throughout the world. In particular the Spanish were
responsible for exploring, conquering, and colonizing significant portions
of Central America, South America, and the Caribbean. Thaishp
Empire, along with neighbouring Portugatlitiated the Age of Discovery

or the Age of Exploration. Compared to Portugal, Spain succeeded in
establishing more permanent and complex settlements in the New
World, largely through centralized colonialvggsnments. During the Age

of Discovery several other burgeoning European empires such as
England and France followed the lead of the Spanish Crown and
increasingly extended their power and influence throughout the New
World. Starting in 1492, Queen Isalbebdf Castile and King Ferdinand of
Aragon largely spearheaded the Age of Exploration under the newly
unified kingdom of Spain. Overseas expeditions and voyages were
typically sponsored by the monarchy or by members of the nobility.
Spreading Catholicismnd converting indigenous peoplacted as a
major impetus for colonization and Spanish imperial expansion.
Christopher Columbus was responsible fortting Spain into its golden
age of imperialism and colonialism. The colonial territories founded by
Columbws throughout the Americas yielded enornm®uwvealth for the
Spanish Empire and established tBaropean supremacy overseas until
the | ate sixteenth century. Col umb
existence of the Americas, or the New World, to Europeasiety. The

world started getting integrated.



TheAge of Discovergrought a broad change in globalization, being the
first period in which Eurasia and Africa engagedubstantial cultural,
material and biologic exchange with thhew World Shortly before the
turn of the 16th century, Portuguese started establishiragling posts
(factories)from Africa to Asia and Brazil, to deaithwvthe trade of local

productlike gold, spicesandtimber.

Global integration continued with thEuropean colonization of the
Americagnitiating widespread exchange of plants, animals, foods,
human populations (includinglave$, communicable diseasesand

culture between theEasternrandWesternhemispheres.

The next phase is known peoto-globalization It was characterized by
the rise of maritime European empires, in the 16th and 17th centuries,
first the Portugueseand Spanish Empiresand later theDutchandBritish
Empires In the 17th century, globalization became also a private
business phenomenon wharnartered companiebke British East India
Companyfounded in 1600), often described as the fimstltinational
corporation as well as th®utch East India Compaffpunded in 1602)

were established.

Keith Griffins writes that eighteenth century presented humankind two
visions. They are: economic prosperity based on free markets and a
vision of liberty, equality and fraternity championing the cause of
democracy A watershed event imodern European history, the French
Revolution began in 1789 and ended in the late 1790s with the ascent of
Napoleon Bonaparte. During this period, French citizens redesigned their
country’™s political lolal mgtitsitions pueh,as u pr o

absolute monarchy and the feudal systeiine French Revolution was
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influenced by Enlightenment ideals, particularly the concepts of popular
sovereignty and inalienable rights. This brought rapid political
transformation. Soon these ideas had a disparse&ffect across the
borders of Francand led to a process of homogenisation of these ideas
which is a symbol of globalisation. Prototype political institutions were in

demand by the people in many parts of the world.

The idea of economic prosperity gemated from the Industrial
revolution. The Industrial Revolution took place from the 18th to 19th
centuries. It was a period during which predominantly agrarian, rural
societies in Europe and America became industrial and urban.
Industrialization marked ah#t to powered, machinery, factories and
mass production. The iron and textile industries, along with the
development of the steam engine, played central roles in the Industrial
Revolution. It introduced improved systems of transportation,
communication ad banking. While industrialization brought about an
increased volume and variety of manufactured goods and an improved
standard of living for some, it also resulted in often grim employment
and living conditions for the poor and working classes. So as an
aftermath effect of Industrial revolutionthe process of migration
intensified. There wagphenomenal increase in production, product
diversities, and transport revolution and cash economy which were well
suited to establish and expand markets across tagomal borders. This
became an adequate germinating factor for globalisation. The ideals of
nationalism stressing on protectionism prevented cross border transfer
of goods and people. This eroded alien contacts for a peridae period

between 18701914, was the peak of traditional globalisation when



trade, capital were moving at their peak speed. This period was said to

be the beginning of or the first phase of modern globalisation.
1.2.4 The Fourth Wave of Globalisation

The Fourth wave of globalisation swept the world from the beginning of

twentieth century to the first half of twentieth century. The rapid

innovations and technological progress during this phase contributed
significantly for a paradigm shift from local to global. No longer did the
producers or the people see things in local perspective, but in a global
context. The focus became concentrated on interdependence; inter
connectivity instead on national development and self interest. Up to the

outbreak of the First World Warr, this trend camiied to exist.

The first phase of "modern globalization" began to break down at the
beginning of the 20th century, wittWorld War | During the First World
War there was large scaldevastation of the countries involved. Their
economy was shattered. Global inequalities in the distribution of wealth
were escalating. Political instabilities had shaken up the backbone of the
nations. To cite an exampl&rance faced with ra acute crisis of food
supply. This came as an aftermath effect of the outbreak of the war
which had left France without the ability to support itself agriculturally

since France had a shortage of fertilizers and machinery in 1917.

During this period, two ideologies arged which refrained the
countries to get assimilated in the global integration process. These two
were: isolation and protectionism. Strong sentimeaf nationalism
promoted these two ideologies. Global inequalities in income and wealth

distribution generated a new awareness and gave birth to global
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recession and depression. Protectionism and isolation agenda restricted
international or cross national tradand raised trade barriers. These led

to the decline of globalisation for the next two decades. The Great
Depression in the late 1920s and early1930s, the Wall Street crashes in
1929brought a serious rupture in the globalisation curve. This marked
the endof the fourth wave of globalisation. The Treaty of Versailles 1919
and the Treaty of ST. Germain 1919 which were signed during the period
following the World War had contrasting bearings on international trade.
Treaty of Versailles was supportive for imtational trade while Treaty of

St.Germain was preventive to international trade.

By 1918 Germany was being defeated in most areas of the war. German
people were hungry, war weary and demanded peace. The German
government eventually asked for an armistiesmd at the eleventh day of

the eleventh month, 1918, ceadee began. The problem of peace
continued to exist. Many people hoped that a peace settlement would
prevent war from repeating itself. On January, 8918, The American
President Woodrow Wilsoautlined his peace proposals to the American
Congress. These became known as tl
principles’ ." 1918, Whsorvsenndmte to the Germans.

The Germans agreed to an armistice and expected a peace settlement to

be based upon the fourteen points.

Of the fourteen points the most important relating to international trade
were: Seas should be free in peace and in war to ships of all nations
(Freedom of Navigation).The barriers to trade between countries such as

custom dutes should be removed (free trade)



Treaty of SaintGermaine(1919), was signed bythe representatives

of Austrianone side and théllied Powerson the other. It was signed

at SaintGermainen-Laye near Paris, on Sept. 10, 1919, and came into
force on July 16, 1920.It stressed on two points. Those wse#:
determination of the countries from the political alegand economic self
sufficiency from the economic angle. Thus, it was not very much
conducive to globalisation through international trade. It tried to reduce
interdependence of nations in terms of governance and economic

dependence.

1.2.5 The Fifth Wave of Globalisation:

The Fifth wave of globalisation was founded towards the end of the
World Warll. This wave of globalisation appeared with the coming up of
world organisations to erode trade barriers and facilitate cross border
trade. Particularly this wae of globalisation succeeded in making

globalisation sustainable in nature.

Globalization, since World War Il, is partly the result of planning by
politicians to break down borders which prevent free trade and market
expansion. Their work led to tH&retton Woods conferenceThe very

aim of theBretton Wood conferencevas to arrive on an agreement by
the world's leading politicians to lay down the framework for
international commerce and finance and to create international
institutions intended to facilitate oversee trade. The Bretton Woods
Convention officially known as the United Nations Monetary and
Financial Conference was a gathering of delegates from 44 nations that
met from July 1 to 22, 1944 in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire. It agreed

upon a series of new rules for the peSecond World War internatial
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monetary system. The two major accomplishments of the conference
were the creation of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD). It also
adopted the GATT. It prescribed that restrictioms trade should be
ended by the signatory nations as soon as posslbieler the auspices

of the General Agreement on Tariffsnd Trade (GATT), a series of
agreements were made to remove restrictions toade. In 1948, the
International Trade Organisation was established as an agency of the

United Nations. It was a precursor to the establishment of the World

Trade Organisation.

The GATT started a number of multilateral rounds of trade negotiations
to reduce trade barriers and facilitate International trade. The most
remarkable of them are the Kennedy round in1964, The Tokyo round in

1973, the Uruguay in 1986 round and the Dohana in2001.

Globalization was also driven by the global expansiomufinational
corporationsbased in the United States and Europe, and worldwide
exchange of new developments in science, technology and products,
with most significantnventionsof this time having their origins in
the Western world Development and growth of
internationaltransportandtelecommunicatiorplayed a decisive role in

modern globalization.

The post 1980 period can be designated as the contemporary
globalisation period. It is characterised byccaleration and

intensification of economic, political and cultural integration. In the
economic front, a major development was the enactment of The Single

European Act 0f1986 which created the European Common Market. The
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increased growth of trade, marketxpansion and foreign investment
gave birth to the concept of “Casi
guarantee for gain. In the political domain there started a process of
“Destatization” |l eading to the sin
states. Theworld organisations and some INGOS executed some
functions formerly performed by the state. In the cultural field,
globalisation has resulted in the creation of a cognitive society, a leading
feature of a post industrialised society often popularly calkesl a

“Knowl edge Society”, “Information S

The end of the cold war has given sufficient stimulus to the process of
globalisation to flourish. It has proved many theories as realities. In this
context reference can be madet Fr anci s Fukuyama’s
history. In this theory, the theorist forecasted that liberal democracy will
triumph all throughout the world. It has come true due to the process of

gl obalisation. Zbigniew Brzeali nski’
states will be acting in the world scene with the break of the geopolitical
regions with a struggle for global supremacy. It has come true with the
contemporary gl obalisation. Furthe
proclaiming that difference betwen the nations in the new world order

will not be of political or economic nature, but of cultural nature has

become a reality with the process of modern globalisation.

Thus, globalisation has been shaped by many social factors from time to
time and throudp various historical developments. However, the pace of
globalisation has sometimes taken a swift pace and sometimes is found
to be retarded. The first three waves can be described as traditional
globalisation. During these phases globalisation though wedsng

momentum was not visibl®n the surface. During the fourth phase,



globalisation got a setback due to the war and great depression. This was
a period of decline in the process of globalisation and during the fifth
stage; globalisation started takirajn added momentum. There was the

resurgence of globalisation.
1.3Distinctive characteristics of Globalisation

Globalisation is a social and historical reality. It is an ongoing process of
social change that links people, neighbourhoods, cities, regioms an
countries much more closely together than they have ever been before.
Thi s has resul ted I n i ncreasing
commodities, communities, ideas and information and thereby ensuring
rapid transformations in societies. In the initiadars, globalisation was
viewed essentially as an economic process. Accordingly, the
characteristics assigned to it were more economic in nature. These

characteristics bagged more economic essence and some political values.

These were:

1 Borderless world

2 Liberalisation

3 Free Trade

4 Extended Economic Activities

1.3.1 Borderless world: The most outstanding economic characteristic of

globalization is the introduction and practice of a borderless world.

Noti ons of a borderl ess wor |l d’

deterritorialization “Deterritoc
component in world affairs is of much reduced significance. The

territorial structures and compartments which have, for thespéew



hundred years, formed a basic component of the state system
experience structural change under the process of globalisation.It evokes
images of a world in which goods, services, capital, and information flow
across national borders. In this worldhe choices over where to
produce, where to establish shop, invest, and save are no longer
confined within national borders .They have taken on a decidedly global
orientation. Some analysts speculate that globalization has blurred the
economic distinctonb et ween countri es, creatir
in which economic decisions are made without reference to national
boundaries. Thus, globalisation collapses geopolitical boundaries and
compresses distance between nations. This is the most significant

chaacteristic of globalisation.
1.3.2. Liberalisation:

Globalization and liberalization are concepts closely related to one
another. Globalisation can occur only under the situation of
liberalisation. Liberalization refers to the relaxing social and economic
policies which results in better integratiaf an economy with the global
economy. Globalization and liberalization both occur as a result of
modernization.Liberalisation is a process of liberalising the economic,
industrial, investment, financial antdusiness policies to enhance the
business, export, per capita of a particular regiongeneral, it refers to
the removal of restrictions; usually government rules and regulations
imposed on social, economic, or political matters. Liberalization maybe
trade, economic, or capital market related. Trade liberalization may be
with regard to reducing restrictions on imports or exports and facilitating

free trade. Economic liberalization generally refers to allowing more



private entities participate in economiectivity, and capital market
liberalization refers to reducing restrictions imposed on debt and equity
markets. Thus, liberalisationprovides ample freedom to the
industrialist/businessman to establish industry, trade or commerce
either in his country or laroad; free exchange of capital, goods, service
and technologies between countries. Globalisation cannot take place

without liberalisation.

1.3.3. Free Trade:

Free trade symbolises a liberal economic order that prevents
protectionism and isolation. Simply speaking, globalization is the
process of changing to the world into an integrated world from an
isolated one. Globalization is a lotgym process of changewards
greater international cooperation in economics, politics, idea, cultural
values, and the exchange of knowledg&he core features of
globalization are increased free trade between nations, easier
movement of capital between borders, and a massinerease in
foreign investment. This results in growth for both small businesses and
multinational companies, which can access new markets across the
world. It also resul in increased transport and communication

between countries and continents.

1.3.4. Globalization of Economic Activities:

Globalization as a process widens, intensifies speeds up, and increases
world-wide interconnectedness. It is characterized by four types of
change. First, it involves stretchingof social, political and economic
activities across frontiers, regions and continents. Second, it is marked by

the intensification or the growing magnitude, of interconnectedness and



flows of trade, investment, finance, migration, culture, etc. Thirdar

be linked to aspeeding umf global interactions and processes, as the
development of worldwide systems of transport and communication
increases thevelocityof the diffusion of ideas, goods, information,
capital and people. And, fourth, it resulta ithe growingextensity,
intensityandvelocityof global interactions. In this sense, the boundaries
between domestic matters and global affairs become increasingly fluid.
Globalization refers to the increasing interdependence of world
economies as a re# of the growing scale of cros®rder trade of
commodities and services, flow of international capital and wide and
rapid spread of technologies. It reflects the continuing expansion and
mutual integration of market frontiers, and is an irreversiblenglefor

the economic development in the whole world at the turn of the

millennium.

The general characteristics of globalisation go beyond their economic

characteristics and include the following.

1. Globalisation is a universal process, but not uniforitsinesult.

1 Globalisation is a historical process.

2 Globalisation is both developmental and detrimental for the
society.

3 Globalisation is a long term process.

4 Globalisation is an irreversible process.

5 Globalisation leads to hybridisation, homogenisatioand
harmonisation.

6 Globalisation leads to dispersion and diffusion.

7 Globalisation is a multidimensional process.



8 Globalisation is a top down process.

9 Globalisation results in deterritorialisation

The characteristics are elaborated as follows.
1.3.5Globalisation is a universal process, but not uniform in its result -

Globalisation takes place in every society irrespective of time and space.

In every age and every space globalisation has taken place in exclusion to

the pre modern state. Today every sociatgveloped or developing,
western or oriental, big or small, conservative or liberal experience the
process of globalisation. The geographical barriers resulting in the
location, isolation of a space has not insulated it from the process of
globalisation. #en the inaccessible areas of Alps or the disconnected
islands are getting the steady effects of globalisation. Further, in terms of
time globalisation has been initi
for knowledge, exploration and craze for resceittave paved the ways
for establishing interconnectivity.

Though universal as a phenomenon, no uniformity is marked in its
expression. The depth and the pace of globalisation have its longitudinal
and spatial variations. At certain point of time the demhd pace of
globalisation is faster while it is retarded at certain other period of time.
For example, during the periods of peace and scientific prosperity, it has
taken a swift pace while during wars, depressions, the pace of
globalisation has gone dowfThe rate of globalisation is spectacularly
higher in the developed areas in comparison to the pre modern and

under developed areas.

at



1.3.6Globalisation is a historical process-Globalisation is a historical
reality. Its intellectual ancestry can be tracédck in the writings of
Adam Smith, Marx, J.S.Mill, Hecksher and Ohlin, J.M.Keynes and Lenin
who long back predicted that economic activities have a tendency to
expand beyond its national settinijlo doubt globalisation is antique. Its
historical roots dag¢ back to early ages.

Andre GundefFrank argues that a form of globalization has been in
existence since the rise of trade links betwetuimerand the Indus
Valley civilizatiom thethird millenniumB.C.Thomas Loren Edman
classifies the period of globalisation into three spells. They dfast
phase ofGlobalizationtouching the world between 1492800 Second
phase coming in betweerl800-2000 and the third phase being
witnessed after2000 and continuing till presetie states thathe first
phase of Globalization involvéise globalizatbn of countries, the second
phase involvedhe globalization of companies artte third and final
phase of tpbalization involves the globalization of individuals.
Globalization isn historical process that began with the first movement
of people out of Africa into other parts of the world. Travelling short,
then longer distances, migrants, merchants, and others have always
taken their ideas, customs, and products into new land® @drrowing

and adaptation of outside influences can be found in many areas of
human life.The age of discovery sweeping the world betwEgih to
16th Century strengthened the process of globalisatitime discovery of
America and the opening up of new trade routes to Africa and Asia
brought the world closer togethent was followed by a process of
increasing colonization and industrializatiom the 18th century. This

gave rise to a division of labouéblonies provided the raw materials and
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agrarian products, the industrial nations provided the manufactured
products. The flow of men, money, raw materials and outputs were
established which were strong prelude to modern globalisation. During
the 19th Gnturythe emerging nation states increasingly cut back trade
restrictions (customs dutiebureaucratic regulations) and put the
economy on the gold standard, thus providing a basis for international
monetary and financial politics.In the closing yearsf 20" and the
beginning years of 21st century technolcaji progress (steamships,
railroads, telegraph) internet and media revolution,accelerated
transportation and communicatioand established global linkage. Thus
human history bears the instances gibbalisation taking place in some

form or the other.

1.3.7Globalisation is both developmental and detrimental for the
society- Globalisation is the ongoing process that is linking people,
neighbourhoods, cities, regions and countries much more closely
together than they have ever been before. This has resulted in
intertwining people in all parts of the world via the fotldey eat, the
cloth they wear, the musiahey listen to, the informationthat they get

and the ideaghey hold.

This interconnectednesamongst humans on the planet is sometimes

al so referred to as the ‘global vil
international boundaries become less redet and the world figuratively
becomes a smaller place. The process is drieeonomicallyy
international financial flows and tradégchnologicallypy information
technology and mass media entertainment, and very significantly, also

by humanmeans such as cultural exchanges, migration and international



tourism.Due to globalisation,there are siges of solidarity across
societies in support of progressive ideals such as social justice,

environmental sustainability and health as basic human right.

Supporters of economic globalization over emphasise the developmental
effects of globalisation which @fude, flows of trade and finance. Trade
increases growth, especially in poorer countries. Growth increases
incomes, especially for the poor, so eventually there is a convergence of
wealth and higher incomes for the poor. Higher income brings better
living conditions. Globalisation makes the market highly competitive.
This makes the goods inexpensive, affordable, available and accessible.

Knowledgds spreadquicklyand efficiently.

However,globalisationhasalsogot its detrimental effect on the society.

In courseof time, the detrimental effectsare noted which are asfollows.
Globalization uses up finite resources more quicKlyis a threat to
sustainable development. Due to rapid spread of industrialisation
following globalisation, theworld carbon dioxide emissions increase
speedily. This affects the environmentClimate change follows
globalisation. Globalization transfers jobs from developed countries to
less developed countriesThis creates a system of unemployment in the
developed countriesGlobalization transfers investment spending from
developed countries to less developed countri€lobalization tends to
move taxation burdens away from corporations onto individual
citizens.Corporations have the ability to move to locations where the tax
rate is lowest. The tax burdens are ultimately shouldered by individual
citizens. Globalization encourages dependence on other countries for

essential goods and services. It halts the seffigency of the nations



whi ch becomes hazar do uWithglabalizatton, c 0 u nt
goods can often be obtained cheaply from elsewhere. A country may
come to believe that there is no point in producing its own food or
clothing. It becomes easytdepend on imports. But in abnormal
situations, thisoverdependency creates problems of starvation and
procuring basic needs for the natiorGlobalization ties countries
together, so that if one country collapses, the collapse is likely to ripple

throughthe system, pulling many other countries with it.

The detrimental effects of globalisation can be located on the industries

of developing countries which still rely on primitive and obsolete
technol ogi es. They f ail to satisfy
the global market. So they are pushed irdmking states. Women in
developing countries become the worst victims of the process of
globalisation. Women with the lack of skill, trainibgcome devalued
andundermined in the new process of production. They are pushed out

of the employment market andare impoverished. Job insecurities
increase with the process of globalisation. Cross border terrorism
becomes an upcoming phenomenon with the process of globalisation.
Cultural degradation and erosion of local culture are also the outcome of
globalisation Thus, globalisation brings economic, environna¢rdand

cultural misery which have t i rr ed!| dAaltiisati on” mo
many parts of the worldUN Secretary General Kofi Annan describes
globalization as a positive force, but it is also blind anddftge needs

to be carefully harnessed.



1.3.8Globalisation is a long term process-

Many commentators take the view that globalisation probably started
some way back in the nineteenth century. From this perspective, it is
possible to identify four phased smodern globalisation. The first phase,
which peaked in about 1880, was mainly due to improvements in
transportation and automation that enabled lomlystance trade.
Telegraph and telephone communication in the late 1800s facilitated

information transfer whichenabledfirmsto managetheir supply chains.

Phase two reached its height in the first decades of the twentieth
century, when territories under the control of European colonial powers
were seen as sites to establish multinational subsidiaries. gdri®d

also saw some overseas expansion by American corporations into
profitable European markets. This phase is perceived to have ended with
the economic crash in 1929, which caused a global depression and a

move to inwardlooking polices by many govermmisand.

The third phase was based on the lowering of tariff barriers and the
resultant increase in international trade after the end of World War Il. As
individuals, particularly in the richer economies, became wealthier and
the austerity of the waryears faded, there was massiirerease in the

demand for consumer goods.

The fourth (and final) phase of the process has depended largely on two
processes of change¥hese are, first, changes in technology, such as the
widespread availability of the psonal computer (PC) linked to the
internet/world wide web, the increasing use of mobile communications

and the development of roboticsThe second factor is the change in



political attitudes and economic policies that have allowed companies
(and consumersip take advantage of these technological advances. It is
apparent that there has been much convergence of global economic
thinking, with many more countries moving towards an acceptance of
liberal, free market ideas. As consumers apparently became less
concerned wi t h pr oduc $oesidl tremda tstartedh a |

changing

Theodore Levitt (1983) was one of the first academics to write about

globalisation. In 1983 he said that technology is the driving force behind

the globalisation of markets and,hus, bringing a convergi

commonal ity i n countries dathabund
communications (e.g. TV); transport; travel, products; and processes

were responsible to bring these rapid worldwide changes

Four Phases of Globalisation

Phase of | Period Triggering Factor | Outcome
Globalisation establishing
Global

connectivity

First phase 1830-1890 Rail and ocean | Automated
transport manufacturing;
cross border
trading of

commodities

Second phase 1900-1930 Electricity and | Emergence of

steel production | European  and




American
manufacturing

and  extracting

industries
Third phase 1948-1970s GATT, end of | Efforts to reduce
World War |l |trade Dbarriers.

and period of | Rise of Japanese
reconstruction multinationals,

triad nations and

branded

products
Fourth phase 1980—Current | ICT, automation, | FDI fuelling
consultancy, growth in LDCs,
privatisation technology and

transport

innovations,
global media and

branding

Thus, globalisation is evolutionary. Different phases of history have

shaped it.

1.3.9Globalisation is an irreversible process-
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan describes globalization as "an
Il rreversible process, not an option

look back. It is always forward looking in nature. Technology has made



globalisation faster, profitable and irreversibken irreversible process is

a process in a system that changes from a state to anotigrout

getting back to the formeiGlobalization is the next step in the
progressive evolution of human societies. #&sch, this development
cannot and should not be stopped as
of societal progress. There is no turning batkhe clock. This argument

Is reminiscent of Comte and Spencer and it was summarized by British
Prime Minister Muir gar et Thatcher when she

alternative”, referring to the gl ob

Globalization refers to the increasing interdependence of world
economies as a result of the growing scale of clomsler trade of
commodities and ervices, flow of international capital and wide and
rapid spread of technologies. It reflects the continuing expansion and
mutual integration of market frontiers, and is an irreversible trend for
the economic development in the whole world at the turn dfet

millennium.

Globalization is an irreversible process. Its momentum comas the
advance of technologygommunications, information, as well as from
the international flow of goods and finance. To stop this autonomous
process or to slow it down is mbst impossible- even if we would
restore high protectionist walls around each nation or each group of
trading nations. It would be in any case a tragedy not just for economic
progress but also for security and peaGlobalization is an irreversible
process. Globalization comprises many processes that simultaneously

affect different areas: economy, media, politics and identities, migration



and the environment. Globalization is a complex process that is not yet

complete; it continuously evolvemdat afast pacehan before

1.3.10Globalisation leads to hybridisation, homogenisation and
harmonisation- Hybridisation implies mixing. Homogenisation denotes
bringing symmetry or similarity. Harmonisation means brining synthesis
by removing discrepancies. ®Hhlisation brings in its wake all these
three processes and these are intrinsically connected to culture. Cultural
homogenisation appears through the bringing of some parity in lifestyles
and core values of the people across countries and cultures arduand t
world. The cultural heterogeneity and variance starts evaporating due to
increased contact. The cultural barriers start collapsing with the
collapse of borders. Increasing international movements of goods,
people, services, information and funds haelel highly experienced in
the last quarter of twentieth century as the visible effect of globalisation.
They have led to the crogertilisation of cultures. The culture of every
society has tried to adopt the elements of the other culture which has
resuted in homogenisation of beliefs, values, norm etc. Shrinking of
distances and media systems due to globalisation have affected social
values, dress, diet, dance, practices and pattern of consumptions of the
people. Cultural diversities have been subgsetl by cultural
homogeneity. The interaction of culture results in mutual acceptance of
el ements | eading to hybridisation.

super mar ket effect t hat I S respo.l
lifestyles among the people. Togaultural commonalities are replacing
distinct national cultures They are getting detached from their

traditional ways of life and adhering to the way of life commonly



adopted by the partnecountries Little traditions are getting submerged

in the greattradition that is symbolised as not national, but international
or gl obal cul tur e, The advent of ‘
process of homogenisation and harmonisation. However, a counter
group of sociologists suggegtobalisation promotes multiculturalism
Globalization goes hand in hand with localization, regionalization of
culture.

1.3.11Globalisation leads to diffusion

Diffusion implies spreadGlobalization involves the diffusion of ideas,
practices and technologies. There is a broadening, deepening and
speeding up of worldvide interconnectedness in all aspects of life due
to the process of globalisation. A global shift takes place due toapiel
innovations. These innovations not only change the landscape of the
locality where it has its origin, but soon gets dispersed and diffused all
throughout the world due to the collapse of borders and due to the
effects of satellite connections, digitsation process and media effects.
1.3.12 Globalisation is a Multi-dimensional Process-

The conceptof globalisationin its initial stage was thought to be an
exclusivelyeconomic process.Later on it was noted that it has got
political, cultural, ideologicaland socialimplications.Todayglobalisation

is conceivedas a multidimensionalprocessbecauseof its connection

with society,economy polity, ideologyand culture.

Socially it implies intensification, extension of social relations affecting
indi dual ' s i nteraction, institutions
means opening up of national market, free trade and commerce among

nations, and integration of national economiegth the world economy.

Politically, it means limited powers and fttrons of state, more rights



and freedoms granted to the individual and empowerment of private
sector. Culturally, it means exchange of cultural values between societies
and between nations; submergence of local culture by a global culture
through a proces of cultural homogenisation and ideologically, it means
the spread of new ideas like liberalism and capitalism.

1.3.13 Globalisation is a top-Down process:

Globalisation has a trickling down effect. In the modern era, it is western
origin in characterlt emanated from the developed countries and the
western based MNCs (multinational corporations) spearheaded them.
Technologies, capital, products and services were transferred from the
developed to the developing countries. The developing countriestare a
the receiving end. The developing countries accept the western values,
practices, adapt to them and get influenced by the impacts of
globalisation.

1.3.14Globalisation is deterritorialisation: According to Malcolm Waters
(2001), there are three types dfuman exchanges that can be more
easily globalizednd get deterritorialized. They are: material exchanges,

power exchanges and symbolic exchanges.

1 Material exchangesrefer to any interaction involving the
transmission of material items, such as factorprk, trade in
goods, tenancy. Material exchanges tend to be localized in spaces.
Raw materials— agricultural goods, petroleum are extracted
from specific locations. Factories are located where labor is
available and cheap. Manufactured goods are tported to

western markets for sale and consumption.



1 Power exchangesrefer to the exercise of leadershithrough
coercion or legislation. For instancey definition, the exercise of
power appliesnot only to territories but also to international
relations, that is, relations between natiestates, such as war,
diplomacy or alliances. Power exchanges therefore extend

internationallyand go beyonahationalterritories.

1 Symbolic exchangesrefer to any form of communication,
exchange of information or datalhis includes the mass media,
the entertainment industry, advertisement and propaganda, etc.
Symbolic exchanges involve the transmission of signs and symbols.
Because technology makes it possible to disseminate symbols
rapidly and widely, symbolic exchascan be easily detached

from territories and therefore, globalized.

Based on these forms of exchange, Waters proposes a globalization
theorem (a proposition that can be demonstratad true). The theorem

| dViatérial exchanges localize, political exchanges internationalize and
symbolic exchanges globalize. ”

Thus, these are some of the visible characteristics of globalisation. All
these characteristics are intrinsically associated with the process. They

go together tocharacterizehe process.

1.4. Dimensions of Globalisation
One of the prominent characteristics of globalisation is that it is multi
dimensional. Dimensions refer to the areas on which globalisation casts

its impact. No longer, the effects of globalisation are confined to the



economy aloneThey move far beyond the economy and affect other
sectors of the society. According to Anthony Giddens there are
essentially four dimensions of globalisation. They are: the world
capitalist economy, the natieatate system, the world military order and
the global (international) division of labour. However, today looking at
the all pervasive character of globalisation, the influences of
globalisation can be discussed from different perspectives. They are:
economic, social, political, technological, cullurand environmental.
The following sketch can best describe the perceived dimensions of

globalisation.

Economic

Dimension

Social
Political

Dimension

Dimension

Dimensions of

globalization

Cultural Technological

Dimension Dimension

Environment
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However, it should be borne in mind that globalisation does not always
yield a positive impact, but many timgs has its negative impacts too.
All these dimensions arediscussedfrom both positive and negate

aspects.
1.4.1 Economic Dimensions of Globalisation

Right from the detection and conceptualisation, the term globalisation
was essentially thought to have economic dimension. According to
Deepak Nayyar, the most notable and discernible economic itngiac
globalisation is noted through the expansion of economic activities
across the boundaries of nation states. It is marked with increasing
economic integration and growing economic interdependence between
countries of the world. There is an increasedss border movement of
goods, technology, people, information etc. The internationalization of
economic activities however is not of recent origin. It began with the
voyages and with the rise of the European maritime powers. This process
was further accelerated by the spread influstrialization in the
nineteenth century. The key period tihe process of Internationalization
occurred between 1870 antB14 when transpdrand communication
networks expanded rapidly around the world which led to the significant
growth with a considerable increase in the level of interdependence
between rich and poor nations. There were very large flowsagpital
from European to other p#s of the world. The foreign direct
investments made by the rich nations in the developing world not only
heightened the degree of interconnectedness, but tried to bring a

considerable degree of development in the poor nations. This led to the



growth of resources, export, import potentials, standard of living of the
people of the developing worldThe new economy is truly global
because it is notterritorial. Investors can choose where and when to
invest or withdraw capital from any part of the world. Inrnes of

financial investment and trade, the world is now a single place.

A second economic dimension of globalisation relates to the growth of
the world economic organisations. In 1944, about 44 nations signed the
Bretton Woods Conference which was hetd order to stabilize the
world economy in the post World War 1l efaretton Woods is a small
New Hampshire town where the victors met in 1944 to establish the
basis of a worldwide economic order that would prevent such
devastating economic crises as the &rBepression. In order to monitor
the world economy, three ecwmmic institutions were created. They
were the International Monetary FundNIF) ,The International Bank for
Reconstruction andevelopment (IBRD later renamed téorld Bank
,The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT, renam&udtie

TradeOrganizationin 1992).For abat thirty years, this system remained

in place and provided economic stability and prosperity to Western

nations.

The third economic dimension of globalisation was the off shoot of the
neoliberal economy. Since 1970s, the world economy took a drastic turn
from managed economy to a neoliberal economy under the pressure of
conservative governments such as the Reagan iaidimation in the

United States and the Thatcher government in the United Kingd@itin
respecttot hi s, Chinese economic refor ms

Chi na t o globalization. China’ s e
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countries like Indiato openthec onomy i n 1990 to gl

was institutionalized with privatization and liberalization.

Globalization opened new potentials for development and creation of
wealth. But there are divergent views on the economic impact of
globalization. Few arge that the present model dflobalization has

increased the problems of unemployment, inequality and poverty, while
others contend that globalization helped to reduce these aspects by

preventing concentration of resources.

Markets have expanded and haleen diversified due to globalisation.
Competitive role players have appeared in the markets. Prices of the
products are determined by the competing groups and monopolistic

markets are getting extinguished due to the impact of globalization.

Globalisation has encouraged commercialisation, collaborations and
corporatisation. It has created a consumerist culture. Economically,
globalization has increased the standard of living of the people and

thereby ensuring prosperity to the nations.

The rse of MNCS and TNCS are the most visible economic impacts of
globalisation. Transnational corporations (TNCs) are different from
multinational corporations (MNCs). A MNC is a corporation with outlets
in different countries. For instance, McDonalds has eigtlin many
different countries. A TNC treats the world as a single space and
distribute its networks of production, distribution and consumption
where conditions are the most favourable. For instance, Disney has
several amusement parks in different Westerountries. In such parks,

visitors buy merchandise made in countries such as Bangladesh. As a



result, local economies become integrated into global economic
networks. Local economies also have to adapt constantly to global

competitions.

One of the mostperceptible economic impacts of globalisation is the
satellite revolution, media boom, advent of the knowledge economy. It is
described as the second industrial revolution. Outsourcing and in
sourcing of services have created job opportunities for the lavor
population. There is a deterritorialisation of business operations and

distribution of goods and services.

Economic dimension of globalisation finds manifestation through the
process of rapid urbanisation. Quality of production improves in terms of
process adopted, product designing and product delivery, time

consumed for production and market penetration.

Globalisation has created new economic powers like Japan, Taiwan and
Korea. Skill, education and training are fast developing among the
human resourceof all the countries. There is the East Askzbnomic
Miracle due to rapidindustrializationandeconomic growth in Japan,

Taiwan, Korea and China.

There is the growth of international financial markets, equities and
other forms of international investments as the ecomic outcomes of

the process of globalisation.

Capitalism as an economic order has dominated all the national
economies Capitalism, also known as the freaterprise or freemarket
system, is the economic structure that permits people to use their

private property with minimal interference from the government. Under
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capitalism, people are free to work at jobs of their own choice, sell their
products or services at whatever prices they wish, and to select from
among various produetaind serviceproviders forthe best valueManuel
Castells (1996) has argued persuasively that in the last twenty years or
the twentieth century, a new economy emerged around the world. He

characterizes it as a new brand of capitalism

However, the economic dimensions gibbalisation have both pros and
cons. On its negative side, critics comment that globalisation is salvation
for the rich and curse for the poor. It has led to the uneven distribution
of global resources. Due to the liberalised economies, resources are
caried from the poor to the rich nations who can afford to pay for the
resources. There is no restriction on this one way transfer of resources.
This impoverishes the source nation and enriched the destination nation.
Thus, there becomes the concentratioh resources in the rich nations.
This brings gross discrepancy in the distribution of resources.

Globalisation brings resource imbalance between countries.

Globalisation heightens the rate of international migration leading to a
deficit of trained, skilledworkforce in the poor nations. There is a

commoditisation of labour force in the labour market which is said to
be dirty, dangerous and difficult. Sometimes it results in human
trafficking and presents the world a new form of bonded labour. For e.g.
the Middle East economy rests upon the labour flow from South Asian

countries. Many times it results in the exploitation of the poor labourers.

But today, globalization has increased the gap between rich and poor

and has led to the marginalization of certaactions of the society. The



developed countries are the one much benefited out of the entire
process There is neither employment creation nor the decreases in
inequality. Unemployment and inequality automatically arise
by increasing trade and FDI. Thewveloping countries on the other side,

injecting the western idea of capitalism into their own economy without
considering the basic foundatiomse beaing a sordid consequence. The

changed strategy of economic transaction and trade with the rest of the
world has led to the concentration of wealth and the demise of the

socialist principléeading to the creation gboverty amidst plenty.

The environmental costs of economic globalisation are far reachimg.
MNC’' s ar e bl iomydnlithy profit makiogeignariagdthe cost
that society has to pay for it. The global climate change along with
extinction of many species is the resultants of the globalization to a great
extent. Though theinternational organizations have fixed thanits

of carbon emissin and other pollutants, it istill pro developed

countries thathamper thegrowth of developing countries.

Thus the economic impacts of globalization can be very diverse in
different areas of the world giving rise to concentration and
marginalization pBnomena. As there is a skill biased technological
change, the increased import of capital goods will lead to increased

Il nequality. | ncreased trade was mea
one sided dividend deliveries are benefitting the rich nationsl a

establishing world divides.

So, the critics describe the new economic order arising from

globalisatb n a's di sor ga‘nmanreidc ccagpittad liissm

capitalism o r Capithligtyy envestasp antd aNCs sam” .



among the winners ofthe global casino, whereas workers and
developing countries are generally on the losing side. For instance, if the
government of a developing country wants to attract corporate
investment, it has to make itself attractive, that is, remove restrictions
suchas labor laws, health and environmental regulations and impose
minimal taxation. Such policies further deteriorate the living conditions
of the majority of the population

provide social services and may potentiallys@dilize the country.

Globalisation leads to economic seclusion. The global poor are left
behind the slipstream. There is huge wealth gain for the industrialised

countries, but the sub Saharan countries live in extreme poverty.

There are no guaranteedat the wealth from inward investment will
benefit the local community. Often, profits are sent back to the country
where TNC is based. Transnational companies, with their
massiveeconomies of scalenay drive local companies out of business.
If it beconres cheaper to operate in another country, the TNC might close

down the factory and make local people redundant.

1.4.2Cultural Dimensions of Globalization

The cultural dimensionsof globalisationare far reachingin character.
Culturerefersto the learnedand shared human patterns or models for
living. It consists of the symbolic, ideational, and intangible aspects of
human societies. All these get heavily influenced due to the process of
globalisation. Cultural globalization simply means the extensivenes

intensiveness, velocity and impact of cultural flowdransmission of



symbols, ideas, artistic and consumption produeten a global scale.
Technologies of transport and communication facilitate cultural diffusion
and an emerging global consciousnessd as our globalization theorem
shows, symbolic exchanges dhe ones most easily globalized, cultural

dimensionis therefore essential to the understanding of globalization.

The cultural dimensions of globalisation are noted through the process
of homogenisation, harmonisation and hybridisatidMith the process of

globalisation comes the process of cultural globalisation. The most
distinct process of cultural globalisation is the process of cultural
homogenisation. Homogenisation simply impliesmeaess. Due to

globalisation most cultures progressively become the same mostly
through the spread of western and American culture whose main
characteristic is to emphasize consumption and monetary gains. The

spread of a consumerist and pecuniary cultisethe outcome of the

process of globalisation. These are the twins of capitalism. Such cultures

are spread through the mass medi
population become able to receive electronically and digitally
transmitted information, tley become integrated into a world culture
dominated by western and especially American cultural products, such
as movies, music, and television programs that promote the hyper
capitalist way of life.

Thus, cultural homogenisation is a necessary off slebdihe process of
globalisation. The world is becoming smaller due to this process of
cultural homogenisation.The cultural barriers that segregated the

nationals of different nations is collapsing. People throughout the world

are all becoming more alike. Gl obal i sm” i s the cul

t



created after globalisation. Keeping this in mind Friedman comments
t hat “The World is becoming fl at?”.
“McWor |l d” whteddntheispgread af tme &MDonald Culture.
There isa westoxication of culture$his process is facilitated by the
creation of media empires, such as AT&T, Sony, CNN, Walt Disney, and
News Corporation. These transnational media conglomerates control
about 2/3 of the revenues of the industry. The massivpesxiture on
advertisement by these industries and generation of revenues from the
corporate has heavily influenced the local cultures. Today pop and fusion
music, discotheques, rock and roll, baileys, western sports like cricket,
car racing, horse racescuba drives are becoming common to the
cultures of all societies. Dresses like denim, arrow, LouidipPhihd
drinks like Coca Colanica, and Pepsi have dominated the daily lives of
the remotest groups of people.

Thus, the cultural distinction is sodading away due to globalisation

and there is cultural homogenisation through the emergeraf what

can be called a commoglobal culture. This is a major shift in the
cultural pattern arising out of globalisation.

Cultural globalisation manifests itsetirough cultural hybridisation. It
means the merging and blending of different cultures to create new and
original cultural products that then spread globally. This phenomenon is
visible in the thriving business of world music or ethnic cuisine available
in most parts of the world. Globalisation spearheads the process of
migration and tourism due to the opening of the borders. To quote
Waters, migration brings the periphery to the centre whereby previously
ethnically homogeneous nations turn to multiculism. Tourism brings

the centre to the periphery. As a result of global tourism, western



countries have created wh at Tur ne
peripheries’ |, t hat I s, areas where
countries spend their leisure timalisplacing local cultures for luxury

hotels staffed with Engliskpeaking natives. To cite some examples: they

are the Asian countries of Bangkok, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore,
The European countries like Switzerland, Austria, Vatican Citgktbal

tourism is an integral part of cultural globalization as it does treat the

world as a single place but also gives legitimacy to local or hybrid
cultures that can be consumed as commodities by western tourists.
Thus,due to globalisationthe local context is shaped more by global

issues.

Experience “here” is tied more to e
felt like local occurrences and local occurrences get a global
manifestation. This creates new sensations in culture. People dhdeu

become less confined to specific places. Culture, identity, and tradition

are disrupted and reworked.

As a result of these global flows, new ways of living and new forms of
culture are created. Culture no longer remains confined to the national
borders. People soon adopt transnational culture due to continuous
cross border interactions and intrusions. This brings cosmopolitanism to

a culture resulting i hybrid cultural forms.

Globalisation results in cultural harmonisation. When there is a
confluence of global and local cultyréhere is cultural harmonisation.
The term used for this is glocalisation. Glocalisattom blending of
"global" and "local."The term first appeared in a late 1980s publication

of theHarvard Business Revieccording to sociologigtoland
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Robertson who is credited with popularizing theerm, glocalization
primarily encompasses how regional tendencies intersect with the
proliferation of global corporations. At a 1997 conference on
"Globalization and Indigenous Culture,” Robertson stated that
glocalization "means the simultaneity- the co-presence--- of both
universalizing and particularizing tendenci€docalization involves the
managed meeting of the growing global arena with localized, everyday
life. Glocalization's goal is to ensure a globalized world in a stable and
integrated pla&e, while also protecting the cultural heritage of local
areas. Simply speaking glocalisation is to trace global elements in local
way of life and to detect local elements in global forum. This prompts
regular interaction between the world and the localtowe and impacts

the lives of the people who adhere to a particular culture.

Arjun Appador ai in his book “Modern
Gl obal i sation” tal ks about five di
tremendously influenced the cultarof societies. They are:

U Ethnoscapes

U Mediascapes

U ldeascapes

U Financescapes

U Technoscapes

To Appadurgiet hnoscape includes the eve

persons who constitute the shifting world in which we live: tourists,

immigrants, refugees, exiles, guest workers, and other moving groups

and persons’”. They not onl yithchang

them the culture of their place of origin to the place of destination,
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thereby influencing the culture of that place to a great extent.

Medi ascapes refer both to the di
to produce and disseminate information (nepepers, magazines,
television stations and film production studios) which are now
available to a growing number of private and publiterests
throughout the worldand to the images of the world created by

t hese medi a” . Medi a r ef teaterédj on s
narrativebased accounts of stripsf reality and heavily influencing

the culture of the people who are exposed to it. Technoscapes
describe situations where “the gl ¢
and informational, now moves at high speedsass various kinds of
previously 1 mpervious boundaries”
relationships between money flows, political possibilitiesd the
availability of both unskilleénd highly skilled labour . It has a great
propensity to influence witure and bring changes in it. Finanscapes
refer to the flow of capital. |t
national stock exchanges, and commodity speculations which bring
phenomenal change not only in the standard of living but with the
culture assciated with it. ldeoscapes refer to concatenations of
images, which have directly political bearings and frequently have to

do with the ideologies of states. ldeological changes pervasively
affect and alter culture, particularly, political culture.

Thus simply speakindgsthnoscape refer to flows of people such as
tourists and immigrantsTechnoscape include technology that crosses

boundaries. Financescapes refer to flows airrency markets.

Mediascapes refer to mass medechnology and images$deoscapes



also refer to images but specifically to the political and ideological

aspects.

The cultural dimensions of globalisation have their detrimental effect on
society. Globalisation promotes cultural particularisit. refers to the

process ofdefinip one’ s cul tur e, Il denti ty
and local wayBy undermining the cultural monopoly of the natistate,
globalization has fostered the emergence oremergence of local and
tribal culture as well as transnational cultural protkic This
phenomenon has occurred in many places such as Mexico, where the
indigenous populations of the Chiapas stastarted a revolutionary
movement in 1993 to gain their cultural, political and economic
autonomy from the Mexican state. This is also tbhase in some
European countries where minority cultures such as the Britons or the
Basques find more support for their local traditions with the European
Union than with their national governments (France and Spain,

respectively).

Particularism has alstaken the form of religious fundamentalism, a
trend observed in most world religions, such as Christianity and Islam.
Fundamentalism has always been at odds with modernity and the spread
of modern western consumer culture. Members of fundamentalist
movements find their identity not in the nation or the local community,
but in the world community of believers who share their views, as in the

case of Al Qaeda.



Globalisation also has generated heterogeneity in a rigid fGime. world
is fragmenting, and pedp are emphasizing our difference more.
“Tri balism”, “Ji had” area <Lhashmof t aki

Civilizations

Globalisationoften increasesrisk behaviourssuch as smoking and
alcohol consumption, increasing social conflict, loss of identity,
dislocation and dissatisfaction.Others argue that greater cultural
exchangas likelyto increasetoleranceand understandingwhile more
accessto information can create lifestyle and social changeswith
health benefits, such as gender equality, greaer respectfor human
rights, lessstigmatizationof peopleliving with HIV/AIDSpn the basis
of classcaste,ethnicityandgender.

For many, the result of globalcommunicationds the globalvillage,a
term referring to the increasedcontact between cultures, identities
andviewsacrossnationalboundarieshoseresultfrom the application
of modern communications. This represents a positive view of
globalizationin which societiescome closer together and develop

sharedvaluesandinterests.

Global communicationsplay an extremely important role in the
cultural dimensionsof globalization.Theterm refersto the useof new
information communicationtechnologiessuchasthe Internet, mobile
phones, e-mail, and satellite TV. Thesetechnologiesare becoming
cheaperand more widely available.Theincreasingeaseand speedof
global communication has both direct and indirect influences on

health. Forexample,globaladvertisingcampaignsnayincreaselevels



of tobaccouse but, on the positive side, the Internet democratizes
accessto information, making it easier for health professionalsto
acces@andshareknowledge jnformation,andideason health.
Despiteadvancesin global communicationsa massive“* i nf or mat i or
g a p femains between developed and developing countries.
Ownership and influence over the content of communicationsis
important. All that canbe saidwith certaintyis that the integration of

global marketsand communicationchannelsleadsto a much higher

levelof interactionwhichhasa necessarypearingon cultures.

1.4.3The Social Dimensions of Globalisation

Globalisation today is least seen as having economic bearing, but more
as having social bearing. Its social repercussions are far reaching in
character. As a process it touchegery fringe of the society, thus bring
changes in the individuals, institutions, social values, issues, nature of
social movements, social organisations, social policies. The social
dimensiors of globalization relatéo the impact of globalization on the

life and work of people, their families, and their societies. Concern is
often raised about the impact of globalization on employment, working
conditions, income and social protection. Beyond the world of work, the
social dimension includes security, cu#uand identity, inclusion or
exclusion from society and the cohesiveness of families and
communities. Added to this, its influence on the ideological currents that

sustain society, polity needs a mention.

With the wake of globalisation, individuals dfrdughout the world have
witnessed a change in their identity. Narrow local community identities

are replaced by a broad global identity. There is the inclusion of the



hither to excluded groups in the society through movements, activism,
development of newconsciousness and policies. In the period following
globalisation, the society has withessed many progressive laws which
recognise the human rights of the stigmatized groups like the lesbians,
gays, transgender etcln 2011, theUnited Nations Human Rights
Councilpassed its first resolution recognizing LGBT rights. As of July
2015, eighteen caotries, most of hem located In

the AmericasandWestern Europgrecognize samsex marriage and

grant most of the rightsa its LGBT citizens. The same is with regard to
gender and ethnicity. Increased communication, media reflections,
networking among groups of activists has played a significant role in
materialising this identity issues.

Gill criticizes globalization for ¢h “ 1 nt ensi fi cati on
exploitation and commodification of
There is a growing insecurity for human existence in the period
following globalisation. Globalisation has promoted tour, travel and
trade. By this women as a group become the worst victims of
exploitation, desertion and trafficking. Single headed housghare on

rise. Cross border terrorism threats the security of millions of people.

Globalization has reorganized global class relations in the vegdtem.

No longer classes are of local origin or confined to localities. Waves of
economic and politicalintegration through increasing trade and
investment have been accompanied by a process in which both elites
and masses have oscillated from predominantly local and national
consciousness and organization toward increasingly transnational and

global identiies and interconnectiondA transnational capitalist class has
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now emerged whose field of social reproduction is the globe itself, since

it easily bypasses national workers organisations. The multinational
companies are the main institutional form of thransnational capitalist

class and the magnitude of the transformations which they are creating

in the world economy. Infacnmor e t han a third of tl
product is produced by them, and an even higher percentage traded
amongst them. Thee i s a “triple alliance”
companies, the | ocal capitalist el i

has led to the emergence of the new class structure.

Globalisation affects different groups of women in different places in
different ways. On the one handt may create new opportunities for
women to be forerunners in economic and social progress. With the
advent of global communication networks and crasstural exchange
there seems to be a change in the status of women. However,
globalisation has indeed promoted ideas and norms of equality for
women that have brought about awareness and acted as a catalyst in
their struggle for equitable rights and opportunities. On the other hand
it has exacerbated gender inequality in a pattzal society, especially in
the developing world. In many caséshas led to further marginalisation
and impoverishment of women in the informal labour sector by labour

displacement.

According to a United Naihs Development Fund for Womemeports,
over the past two decades the process of globalisation has contributed
to widening inequality within and among countries, coupled with

economic and social collapse in parts of Saharan Africa and



countries in transition like in Eastern Europe and the for®aviet Union

and financial crises in Asia and Latin America. The process of
globalisation is least peopleentred and more proficentred and is least
accountable to women. This brings massive gender inequality in society.
The world lives in a contrast. goes on formulating gender responsive

policies and in reality, it witness gender insensitive practices.

As another report on ‘The Realisat.i
Rights:Globalisation and its Impact on the Full Enjoyment of Human
Ri ghtsént epdeto the United Nations E
SubCommission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in its

fifty second session, highlights:

Among the distinct groups of soci et
has been most tellingwomen clearly stand out. Women have entered

the workforce in large numbers in states that have embraced liberal
economic policiesCritics of liberalisation argue that following the World

Trade Organisation regulations the states have brought about a ehang

in national policies so as to allow the free entry of foreign corporations,

to give more incentives to big businesses rather than to small firms, and

to lift import controls on agricultural products. This has resulted in

further marginalisation of ruradnd indigenous women.

Gl obali sation has also increased wo
are privatised. As producers also women have to suffer exploitation in
terms of low wages, poor working environment, instability of
employment, and denial of rig to representation. The neoliberal

ideology resulting in the recession of the state from welfare activities



have brought gross problems for women. This has limited the access of
the women to development benefits like education, health, food

security.

The impact of globalisation on various ethnic groups of the societies is
also quite spectaculaAlison obseves with the advent of globalisation,

there is a breakdown of peopl e’ s
replaced by loyalties to larger commitias. Ethnic conflicts have

ceaselessly troubled the world in the Balkans, Rwanda, Burundi, Sudan,
Indonesia, the Middle East, Afghanistan, Northern Ireland, and countless

other locations.

Globalisation seriously affects social institutions. Institutiolise
marriage, family, polity, economy, education, religion have been
influenced by the process of globalisation. Today longer marriages
are confined to the boundaries of community, class and groups. The
borderless world has enabled people to opt fopss community, cross
culture and cross boundary marriages. Parental roles in marriage
negotiations are taken up by institutions like alliance centres and
internets. The longevity of marriages is also getting reduced due to
migration of people. Live in l&ionships are substituting the institution

of marriage which is neither healthy nor desirable for a stable and
sustainable society. So far as the families are concerned, mobility
increasing in a phenomenal way has reduced the family bonding and ties
andhas made the family relations very thin. Members of a family remain
widely dispersed. The role of the family as the principal care unit of the

society for the young and the aged is declining, shifting the burden to



emerging institutions of créches and oiwhe homes. Single headed

households are on rise.

Similarly, political institutions are undergoing changes due to the process
of globalisation.Two fundamental transformations have affected the
shape and form of modern politics. The first of these invdltke
development of territorially based political communities. The second has
led to an era of emerging multilayered regional and global governance.
The second however is progressively increasing with the process of
globalisation. One of the major impaat$ political globalization is that it
reduces the importance of nation states. Mangtions have organized
themselves into trade blocs. Emergence of supra national institutions
such as the European Union, the WTO, @& and The International
Criminal ©urt etc replaced or extended the national functions to
facilitate international agreementThis has reduced the sovereignty of
nation states in taking important decisions with respect to their country
where we see massive intervention of these organizetiin all fields.
Another major impact of globalization is the increased influence of Non
Governmental Organizations in public policy like humanitarian aid,

developmental efforts etc.

The religious institutions are not free from the influence of gloladils.

The process of secularisation has been strengthened due to
globalisation. The major consequences of globalization have been the
transformation of traditional religions and belief systems, religious
values subdued by consumerist values, cyber cujtsaxial fads, and

changing work ethics and work rhythms, the rise of religious



fundamentalism. On the other handpluralism and tolerance are

promoted due to the trans border migration of the people.

Education as an institution is also thoroughly infloed by
globalisation. There is the internationalisati@nd standardisation of
higher education. Education is becoming privatized and there is a
gualitative leap in the content, pedagogy and coverage of education.
Vocational, technical and professional edtion is taking momentum to

cater the demands of the competitive global market.

Globalisation has presented new social issues. Trafficking, terrorism,
ecological degradations, poverty and unemployment grapple the world
today. Ethnic conflict plagues thelobe. With the process of
globalisationsocial disparitieboth within and between countries have
increased. Both physical and human resource move from the poor to the
rich nations. The world is divided into two halves. The smaller half
comprises of the economically affluent nations while the bigger half
consistsof the economically poor nations. Some regions of the world
increasingly become drifted from economic and social progress, while in
others economic advance is accompaniegprecarious employment
and social crisigCrossborder economic transactions puttional social
systems and social norms under pressure. The emergence of a global
labour market intensifies competition and there is a surplus of labour
which put the local labour force at threatFurther, to maximize profit
the rich nations outsource thejobs to other countries where they gat
cheap labour force. This brings unemployment of a high magnitude in

the rich nations.



Globalisation has given birth to new social movements. The world has

witnessed new human rights movements among the gays, desbi

transgender and homosexuals. Social movements are no longer localised

rather they are globalised.

Globalization has impacted ideological changes. Globalisation has

strengthened the ideology of popular participation, social inclusion,
humanitarism, hwman rights, social justice, capitalism, democracy.
Added to all thesgit insists upon and results in the development of the
ideology of globalism, environmentalism. All these ideological currents
are generating a new wave of consciousness and are nownguahd
governing the world population.

1.4.4The Technological Dimensions of Globalisation

The technological dimension of globalization refersmanily to the
advancements of ICT. IChas fuelled the communication and
information revolution of recentyears. Globalisation has introduced
innovations in production technologies. elN production technologies,
have produced efficiencies in production and created thealed "post
Fordist" era of manufacturing. The technological dynamic of
globalization inudes everything from thenternet and mobile phones
which have done much to create the "interconnectedness" of the world,
to improved logistics systemsvhich have enabled industries worldwide
to function more efficiently and profitably, tmodern agronmic
practices which are restoring infertile lands and opening up new
opportunities in agriculture.

“IGo bal i hastpresemtéd to the world many newventiors,

innovatiors and interventions Strictly speaking, the economic

application of new ideas and knowl

e



it can also be organizational, managerial, and institutional. The new
technologies such as ICTs, biotechnology, new materials, etc., have been
found to intensify the sciencgechnology interfaceTogether they have
impacted the complex processes of organizational, institutional and
infrastructural change

Technology hasontributed for thefertile meetingof different societies.

If the assimilatio and transfer of technology required lengthy time
spans in the past, today it takes place with a much higher intensity and
speed. New technologies play a fundamental part in making globalization
possible. Without aeroplanes, telephones, satellites, coramitand
televisions it would not be possible to transfer information from one
place to another, thus allowing for the speed and the intensity which
characterize the modern world. These give rise to a rate of diffusion and
transfer of knowledge which is gady superior to that of the past. In
other words, it was the new technologies that allowed the emergence of
t he * gl o brachnology has broken’ the barriers of time and
distance.

The coming of a society based on knowledge has proceeded hand in
hand with the proliferation of technological inventionsInternational
trade and direct investments abroad have substantially increased, thus
rendering the national economic systems increasingly integrated with
each other. The pace of globalization and thattechnological change
have in fact been strictly interrelated and, from a letegm perspective,

it appears less important to establish which one should be considered
responsible for triggering the other rather than to esliah that they

mutually enforceeach other. Generation, transfer and diffusion of



innovationsare possible due to globalisation and in turn, these make
globalisation feasible in the inaccessible areas of the planet.

The presumption here is that for many years there has been a circular
process in which new technol ogi es
social globalization. In turn, globalization, while facilitating the
circulation of people, goods, capital and above all, ideas and knowledge,
allows for the sustenance of a historilga unprecedented rate of
technological change. The concept of globalization of innovation thus
comes to be the zip between the two fundamental phenomena of
modern economies: the increased international integration of economic
activities and the raising iportance of knowledge in economic
processes.

1.4.4The Environmental Dimensions of Globalisation

There are environmental dimensions of globalization that are equally
important both for the future of the life support system of the planet

and for their impact on human society.

The present rapid rate of globalization, driven by economic forces and
materialistic aims, is creating many environmental problems. Our
explosive population growth, accelerated consumption and technological
innovations have increaseddhscale of human impacts so that they are
pushing planetary limits. Climate change, stratospheric ozone depletion,
biodiversity loss is the planetary problems that require global
cooperation and management. The increasing movement of goods
around the world has produced problems of invasive species, the spread
of toxic chemicals and hazardous wastes, and growing quantities of
wastes that are ear more expensive to dispose of safely. Global trade

puts the same pressures on natural resources everywhere. A tree is a

a



potential source of wood chips whether it is growing in Siberia, Canada
or Papua New Guinea. Since the rraarket values of trees anirests,

such as for watershed management or biodiversity conservation, are not
presently factored into the global trading system, unregulated trade has

been very damaging to the natural capital of many countries.

Despite the widespread insistence on maial sovereignty over natural
resources, the only solution is to manage such resources at the global
level for the benefit of the whole planet. This is leading to the steady
expansion of mechanisms for global environmental governance, with
institutions for decisiormaking, regulation and harmonization that
essentially are extending the federal concept to the global level.
However, our present ad hoc methods of global legislation, negotiating
and adopting a new convention for each environmental problem, will
eventually bring us to a global legal gridlock. It will become essential to
find a more coherent way to regulate and adjust the behaviour of states

and companies in the common interest.

1.5Arguments in favour of globalisation include:
U The economies ofountries that are more engaged with the global
economy have consistently grown much faster than those that
have maintained closed economieson average by about 2.5

percent.

U Faster economic growtresulting from globalisatiorysually leads

toincreases n peoples’ |l iving standar d:

U Improved wealth leads to better health care and cleaner water,

l ncreasi ng peo phderglobalisatione expect ar



c:

Increased foreign direct investment in countries due to the
reduction in investment barriers has alsaefled growth

development and progress

Globalisation has resulted in improved environmental awareness
as the internet has increased access to informatod helped for

diffusion of safe environment related knowledge

Increased trade integration has brought integrity,
interdependence among nations. It has reduced hegemonic
attitude of the supposed rich nations and higluced the threat

of war and promoted peace.

Improved technology has reduced costs and changed the way the
world communicateslt has connected the people and parts of the

planet.

Adult illiteracy rates are falling in developing countries.

Democracy is making headwayodern communications and the
global spread of information have led to the toppling of

undemocratic regimes.

Multinational companies have adopted improved standards for
workplaces and wagesusually payjng more than local companies

in developing countries.

International migration has led to greater recognition of diversity
and respect for cultural identities, which is inoping democracy

and access to human rights.



1.6Arguments against globalisation include:
U Thesocial and economic costs of globalisatame very high. Ais

causes people to suffer hardship.

U Countries unable to take advantage of globalisation fall further

behind.Global rich poor divide grows.

U Increased trade and travel have increased the spread of human,

animal and plant diseases, like AIDS.

U Increased interdependence of countries has greater vulnerability
to economic problems- like the recent globatecession.lt also

reduces the self sufficiency of the nations.

U The environmeral costs of globalisation are very high.
Multinational companies defeat theenvironmental codes in
developing countriesThe hitherto safe planet becomes an unsafe

habitationfor humanity.

U Major economic powers control the international economic
bodies which become hegemonic over the developing wotibdis
leads to economic colonisation. They treat the developing

countries not as their partners, but parasites.

U Trade liberalisation and technological improvements change

economies and can lead to unemployment.

U Modern communications have spread an awareness of the

differences between countries and increased demand for



migration to richer countries. Barriers to majion have been

increased in richer countries leading to more people smuggling.

U Globalisation has caused a brain drain to richer countries making

the poor countries drained off their talents

U Indigenous and national culture and languages eroded by the

modern globalied culture

U Globalisation has heightened cross border terrorism, trafficking

which are putting the lives of millions in misery.

1.7. Key words: Stretching, Intentisification, velocity of diffusion,
deepening impactsdeterritorialization, globality, globalismproto

globalisation or archaic globalisatiqorotectionism
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1.9. Review Exercise
Essay Type Questions

1. Explain the social and the historical context of
globalisation.

2. Delineate the characteristics of globalisation.

3. Throw a light on the dimensions of globalisation.

4. Give an account of the cultural dimensions of
globalisation.

5. Discuss the opportunities and liabilities of
globalisation.
Short answer type answers:

6. Write a note on the theories of globalisation.

7. Describe the important developments in the fifth
wave of globalisation.

8. Define and describe liberalisation.

9. Examine the developmental and detrimental
character of globalisation.

10. Estimate globalisation as a long term process.

11. Highlight on the economic dimensions of

globalisation.

12. Bring out the social dimensions of globalisation.
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Unit-Il
This unit reflects upon the relation of globalisation with the process of
modernisation and with the two powerfuhstitutions of the post lind
World War world period i.e. capitalism and nation state. Modernisation is
a social process that swept the world prior to the process of globalisation
It wasinitiated during the colonial rulend tookmomentum in the post
seond world war period. Though the two terms are used to describe two
different processes of social change, yet there are many things in common
among them. The present unit tries to establish these similarities and
tries to bring forth the differences beten the two. Further it has made
an attempt to justify how they are the causal and consequential to each
other. The unit also tries to apprise the readers about the way
globalisation has enabled global capitalism to flourish and dominate the
world economyand how the process has contributed towards making
capitalist order the reigning economic order of the world today. Further,
the unit focuses on the present status of nation states in an era of
globalisation. It tries to bring out the impact of globaiisn on national
sovereignty and the new role nation states have optedifothe era of

globalisation

2.0 Objectives: After studying this unit, you can

Get a clear cut idea about the interlinketween globalisation and
modernisation and how they boost each other.

Comprehend the role played by globalisation in establishing global

capitalism.



1 Develop an impression about the emerging role of nation states in the era of
globalisation. To be morepecific whether the nation states are getting
strengthened or weakened in the years following globalisation.

1 Trace out the powerful role played by globalisation in stimulating social
process and economic and political institutions.

2.1 Introduction:

Globalisaon is a powerful social force emerging in full strengtitha

turn of the twentieth century which has been carried on to the present
century. Itis a social process that has affected the existing institutions of
the society and the comuing social processes. Debates hover around
the positive and negative repercussions of globalisation on the social
processes and economic and political institutions. The optimists believe
that to some extent, globalisation has strengthened these instng

and processes by giving them a momentum and adding vigour to them.
But there are the sceptics who believe that globalisation has brought
renovations in the structure and functions of these institutions. To
them, globalisation has led to the demisttbe institution of the nation
state and has established global capitalism which may in the long run
prove to be detrimental for the society. Similarly globalisation has
stimulated the process of vigorous modernisation due to the
compression of distanceGeopolitical boundaries are in a process of
collapse and the western influence on the non western societies is on
rise. But still debates have not been resolved. It has become difficult to
establish whether globalisation is a forerunner of modernisationt is
spearheaded by the process of modernisation. Similarly, the role of

globalisation in establishing global capitalism is a point of debate and the



future of the nation states in the era of globalisation is a point of hot
discussion. All these can besolved by discussing them in detail.

2.1.1 Modernization and Globalization

Modernisation and globalisation are the phrases that have dominated
development literature in different periods of history. While
modernisation dominated the world as a processidg the colonial and

the post colonial era, globalisation became the buzz word in the 1970s.
Both have development connotations and associations exemplifying
changes in the structure, functions, culture, human relations and
practices of the people of theocieties. Modernisation as a terminology
seems to be a precursor to globalisation, making an early appearance in
the development literature. As processes, both are spontaneous and are
beyond the control of human beings. Both have a catalyst role in
transforming the world. No doubt, both modernisation and globalisation

are means to provide a change face to the world.

Simply speaking, modernisation as a concept refers to the process in
which society undergoes industrialisation, urbanisation and otheraso
changes that cmpletely transform the lives of
individuals Modernisation is a historicll inescapable process of social
change. As a process it had its origin with the Industrial Revolution in
England and the Political Revolution in France. Modernisation first
occurred in the West through the twin processes of commercialization

and industriakation.

Globalisation on the other hands a consequence of the expansion of
the American and European culture across the planet via settlements,

colonisations and cultural replications and has a direct impact on the



capitalist development across the mams. Sociologists like Robertson
comment globalisation has been there since the dawn of human
civilization, but it is modernisation that has given it an accelerated pace.
Thinkers like Turner suggest globalisation served as a carrier and courier
of the process of modernisation. These ideas strengthen the thesis that
globalisation and modernisation are supplementary and complementary

to each other.

The following propositions run as corollaries from the broad statement

given above.

U Globalisation and modersation are different names signalising

the same process of development.
U They are contemporal.
U They are inseparable from each other, one triggering the other.
U Both are causal and consequential to each other.

U Modernisation is unavoidable and capitalisnfollowing

globalisation is compelling.

U Modernisation is cutting across traditions and globalisation is

cutting across nations.

2.1.2Defining Modernisation: Modernisation as a term gained currency

in the 1950s and 1960s and was popularised by Americanashdlhe

term i s a derivation from the Lat.i

or just now or the | atest. “Moder ni

and traditions to recent or most recent ones. The general features of a

N



developed society are abstracteas an ideal type and so a society is
called * Modern’ to the extent It
like development of nationalist ideology, democratic associations,
increasing literacy, high level to industrialisation, urbanisation and
spread of mass media of communication, social mobility symbolise

modernisation.

The term modernisation is defined from three different perspectives.

They are:
U A historical perspective
U Revealistic perspective and
U An analytical perspective

The historical perspedste is subscribed by Eisenstadt and Moore
who proclaim the society takes a changed shape on time scale.
The revealistic perspective focuses on the expressive aspects
which symbolise modernisation. The breakthrough with the
traditional arrangements reveal$at the society is in the process

of modernisation. The analytical perspective is emphasised by
Smelser who says modernisation can be estimated from the
development of science and technology, movement of the society
from subsistence to surplus economy, rhae power replacing
human power, rapid urbanisation, representative government,
adult suffrage, competing political parties, democratic

decentralisation in the political field and in the social sector



though the spread of literacy, development of speseation,

spread of secularisation, increase in social mobility.

There is general agreement that, modernisation is a type of social change
which is both transformational and progressive in its effects. It is also as
extensive in its scope. As a multifacetpdbcess, it touches virtually

every institution of society. According to Huntington, modernisation is a
multifaceted process involving changes in all areas of human thought
and activity. After, Black, Smelser are the notable theorists who carefully
distinguish the task of definition from that of description. Wilbert E.
Moor e defines moderni sati on as “t
traditional or premodern society into the types of technology and
associated soci al organi satedn, th
economically prosperous, and relatively politically stable nations of the
Western Worl d”. According to Neil

refers to the fact t hat technical |,

through the whole socialandcutua | f abr i ¢ ” .

2.1.3 Modernisation: A Single Word with Many Implications: In the
process of the conceptualisation, different scholars have adopted
different approaches to comprehend the nature and dimension of
modernisation. The heterogeneous meanings \Whiave been attached

to the concept of modernisation have been due to a wide range of
interests, level of abstraction and degrees of attentiveness to definitional
problems. Careful examination of the concept reveals that the attributes
and indicators of mdernisation as have been conceived are the

products of diverse influence and are interdisciplinary in nature.



These formulations can be broadly classified into four categories,
according to ProefSingh They are(1) Psychological (Daniel Lerner: 1958,
E.C. Bnfield: 1958 and David McClelland: 1961), (2) Normative (G.A.
Almond and S. Verba: 1965, Lucian Pye and S. Verba: 1965, E. Shills:
1961, R.N. Bellah: 1964, C. Greetz: 1963), (3) Structural (T. Parsons: 1964,
K.W. Deutsch: 1961, D. Apter: 1965 R. Ben@&41S N Eisenstadt: 1966,
F.W. Riggs: 1964, M. Weiner: 1962) and (4) Technological (M.J. Levy:
1966, E.F. Hagen: 1962, W.W. Rustow: 1960).

The psychological formulations link this process with a set of

motivational attributes or orientations of individual®aniel Lerner calls

It “Psychic mobility”, “Mabhi€veneeht | a n d
orientation” | wher eas B a animitmenhtdto aorssdnsual it
et hos .’

The normative formulation of modernisation consists of such values as
rationalism, individuaém, humanism and commitment to liberal
tradition, civic culture and secular values. It differs from the
psychological, especially to the extent to which primacy is laid down on a
set of norms or values which form a pattern and enjoy relative autonomy

overindividual motivations and consciousness.

The structural formulation of modernisation links this process with
ingredients such as rational administration, democratic power systems,
more integrating and consensual basis of economic and -cultural
organisati, attachment to universalistic norms in social roles and
democratic associations. These, according to Talcott Parsons, are the

structural prerequisites of a modern society. Deutsch uses an inclusive



phrase -social mobilisation to connote some important rgttural

adaptations in society which form parts of the process of modernisation.

Moderni sati on as a compl ex proces s
manifests itselfin certain sociedemographicfeatures termed as social

mobili sati on’ angysE&isenstadt.t ur al change

Scholars like M.J. Levy, E.E. Hagen and W.W. Rostow have emphasised
on the technological concept of modernisation where it is described in
terms of economic resources and the use of inanimate power. In such
formulations modernisation isassociated with material inputs and
developmental infrastructures, which bring about qualitative and

progressive mobilisation in the total resources of the society.

Thus, it can be concluded that the term modernisation has its
disciplinary interpretationEconomists visualise it in terms of growth and
development, sociologists in terms of differentiation, psychologists in
terms of greater motivation and achievement instincts among the
population and political scientists in terms of political innovatioks |

the development of new political culture, institutions etc.

There are social scientists who have equated modernisation with single

type of social change whereby traditional societies acquire the attributes

of modernity. Banjamin Schwartz draws upon xM#@/eber to define
moderni sation in terms of the expar

his physical and social environment.



2.1.4Modernisation and Westernisation

Modernisation and westernisation are often used interchangeably. But,
the terms are diameically different from each other. Modernisation has
wider implications than westernisation. Modernisation refers to the
overall changes in the structure and functioning of individuals and
institutions of the society, but westernisation refers to the cbes that
occur due to western contact. To quote Daniel Lerner in the process of
modernisation even though the third world countries emulate the
western traditions and practices, modernisation is not westernisation.
Yogesh Atal observes modernisation is renoeffective than
westernisation as some indigenous models are emphasised and it gives

a wide coverage.

Smelser and Lerner clarify that economic development is a precondition
to modernisation, but it is not the end in itself. Modernisation covers a
wide aray of phenomena to be effective in nature. To Bendix
industrialisation is a prelude to modernisation. Irrespective of these
fundamental differences between the two terms, in many instances they

are used in close association to each other.

Modernisationtheories were originally formulated in response to the

new world leadership role that the United States took on after World
War Il. As such they had important policy implications. Second,
modernisation theories suggest the replacement of traditional values

and the institutionalisation of democratic procedures.



2.1.5Modernisation and Tradition:

The concept of modernisation comes from Wilbert Moore who argues
that for most purposes modernisation may be equated with
industrialisation. According to thisapproach, modernity does not
necessarily weaken the tradition. The relations between the traditional
and the modern do not necessarily involve displacement, conflict or
exclusiveness. Modernisation then, becomes a transition, or rather a
series of transibins from primitive, suldistence economies to technology
intensive, industrialised economies, from subject to participant political
cultures, from closed ascriptive status systems to open achievement
oriented systems and so on (Lerner, Black, Eisenstadelsemand

Huntington).Modernisation is generally viewed as extensive in scope, as

a mul tifaceted process whi ch not
virtually every institution of society, but does so in a manner such that
transformations in one instittional sphere tend to produce

complementary transformations in the other.

Modernity and tradition are mutually exclusive. They are essentially
asymmetrical concepts. The modern ideal is set forth and then

everything which is not modern is labelled tradital (Rustow).

2.1.6Characteristics/Attributes of Modernisation:

The modern society S characteri se
mobilisation’ . Ei senst a<eedusitesca | | s
modernisation. As social systems modernise, new agenciesocfl
structures emerge to fulfil the functions of those defunct agencies and

institutions of the society.



When different agencies of the social structure specialise in performing
some specific tasks, it is called differentiation. To put it in anothey,w
differentiation refers to the development of functionally specialised
societal structures. According to Smelser, modernisation generally
involves  structural differentiation. Through theprocess of
modernisation, a complicated structure that performecthultiple
functions is divided into many specialised structures that perform just

one specialised function each.

To Eisenstadt social mobilisation implies the process in which major
clusters of old social, economic and psychological commitments are
eroded and broken and people become available for new patterns of
socialisation and behaviour. It is a process by which the old social,
economic and psychological elements are transformed and new social
values of human conduct develop and get accepted in theegocihe
various components of modernisation include: industrialisation,
urbanisation, secularisation, media and communication revolution,
increasing literacy and spread of education, information boom,

technological up gradation and development of a safenspirit.

Thus modern society is characterised by a rapid development of mass
communications, spread of literacy and education. In contrast to
traditional society, modern society also evolves much better health care
services resulting in longer life eegtancy among the population and
higher rate of occupational and geographical mobility. Socially, the
family and other primary groups having diffused roles tend to have
specialised roles. Modernisation provokes technological leverage. There

Is a shift fron the use of human and animal power to inanimate power,



from tool to machine. Machine based production replace human based
production. There is qualitative and quantitative growth in production.
There is of growth of wealth, technical diversificationfedi#éntiation and
specialization leading to a novel type of division of labour,
industrialisation and urbanisation. Thus, modernisation touches different
spheres of society like economic, political, educational and socio

cultural.

In economic sphere somelsulars have analysed the characteristics of
modernisation. Robert Ward highlights ten characteristics of economic
modernisation. These characteristics include the intense application of
scientific technology and inanimate sources of energy, high spetiatiza

of labour and interdependence of impersonal market, largeale
financing and concentration of economic decisiaking and rising
levels of material welbeing etc. Selfustaining economic growth and an
endeavour to institutionalise the control afconomic growth through
planning have been emphasized by Cornell. To sociologist like Marion
Levy, a society is ‘“more or | ess’
members use inanimate sources of power or use tools to multiply the

effects to their efforts.

Eisenstadt talks about some of the key characteristics of economic

modernisation. They are:

U Substitution of inanimate power like steam, electricity or atomic
for human and animal power as the basis of production,

distribution; transport and communication,



c:

Separation of economic activities from the traditional settings,

increasing replacement of it by machine and technology

U Growth of the secondary (industrial, commercial) sector and

tertiary sector (service) occupations.

U Growing specialization of economic roles and units of economic

activity, production.

U Rapid and visible industrialisation is the hall marks of economic

modernisation.

Political scientists like R.E. Ward and Rustow have attempted to provide
certain charaatristics of political modernisation. A modern polity, they
argue, is highly differentiated and functionally specific system of
Government organization. There is a high degree of integration within
this Government structure. The political decisions areatripy rational

and secular principles and are highly efficient. Achievements in the place
of ascription become the basis of the allocation of political roles. The
judicial and regulatory techniques are based upon a predominantly

secular and impersonal ggsn of law.

Education system in a modernised society promotes various
professional and vocational skills, the imparting of scientific education.
The supply side of educational services also becomes greatly diversified

and differentiated.

There are two arcial aspects of modernisation: One is the institutional

or organizational aspect and the other is the cultural aspect. Whereas



the first aspect of approach stresses ways of organizing and doing, the

second assigns primacy to ways of thinking and feeling.

Manning Nash presents the definition in the following way: Modernity is
the social psychological framework, which facilitates the application of
science to the process of production and modernisation is the process of
making societies, cultures, and indivals receptive to the growth of
tested knowledge and its employment in the ordering business of daily

living.

The socigpsychological approach considers modernisation mainly as a
process of change in ways of perceiving, expressing and valuing. The
psychdogical formulations of modernisation link this process with a set
of motivational attributes or orientation of individuals which are said to

be mobile, activistic and innovational in nature.

Dani el Lerner calls it *psticnimanc mob
to respond to his environment with a sense of empathy, rationality and

constricted participant style.

Modernisation involves not only changes in the institutional level but
also fundamental changes at the personal level, a change in modes of
thinking, beliefs. Several interacting transformations are thus called for;
the personality must open up, values and motivations must change and

institutional arrangements must be reworked.

An integrated combination of these attributes leads to modernmati
The changes occur both at the individual (micro) and social systems

(macro) levels and these two levels are not mutually exclusive. In



consonance with the structural changes towards modernisation of
societies, changes in the attitudes, beliefs and hetar of the people

also come about. From the above discussion it is evident that
modernisation involves structural changes and that bring changes in the

attitudes and belief of the people.

There is general agreement that, modernisation is a type of sdtaige
which is both transformational in its impact and progressive in its effects.
It is also extensive in its scope. As a multifaceted process, it touches

virtually every institution of society.

2.1.7 Defining Globalisation: Globalization is the ongoingpcial process

of greater interdependence among countries and their citizens. It is a
complex and multifaceted phenomenon. It is the process of international
integration as a product of exchange of world views, products, ideas and
other aspects o€ulture in which worldwide exchange of national and

cultural resources occur$slobalization broadly refers to the expansion

of global linkages, the organization of social life on a global scale, and the
growth of a global consciousness, hence to the consolidadioworld
societyAccording to the sociologist, R ¢
a concept refers both to the compression of the world and the
intensification of consciousness of the wodds a whol e.” Gl o
describes a process by which national and regionaheagues, societies,

and cultures have become integrated through the global network of
trade, communication, immigration and transportationidta process of
interaction and integration among the people, companies, and
governments of different nations, ar@cess driven binternational

trade andinvestmentand aided bynformation technology This process
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has effects on thenvirorment, onculture, on political systems,

on economic developmerdind prosperity, and ohuman physical well
beingin societies around the world. The WHO defines globalisation as
“Globalization, or the increased interconnectedses and
interdependence of people and countries, is generally understood to
include two interrelated elements: the opening of borders to
increasingly fast flows of goods, services, finance, people and ideas
across international borders; and the changesnistitutional and policy
regimes at the international and national levels that facilitate or promote
such flows. It is recognized that globalization has both positive and

negative Iimpacts on devel opment.

Globalization is characterized by four types of o

- First, it involves atretchingof social, political and economic activities
across political frontiers, regions and continents.

- Second, it suggests thetensification or the growing magnitude, of
interconnectedness and flows of trade, investrmefinance, migration,
culture, etc.

- Third, the growing extensity and intensity of global interconnectedness
can be linked to a speeding up of global interactions and processes. The
evolution of worldwide systems of transport and communication
increasesthe velocity of the diffusion of ideas, goods, information,
capital, and people.

- Fourth, the growing extensity, intensity and velocity of global
interactions can be associated with their deepening impact such that the
effects of distant events can beghily significant elsewhere and even the

most local developments may come to have enormous global
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consequences. In this sense, the boundaries between domestic matters

and global affairs can become increasingly blurred.

In sum, globalization can be thoughbf as the widening, intensifying,

speeding up, and growing impact of wosldde interconnectedness.
2.1.8Globalisation and Modernisation

The interrelationship between globalisation and modernisation is quite
intricate. They are intertwined with each othend are inalienable in
nature. Though sociologists agree upon the fact that both are inter
related, there is often an argument about which processes is a
predecessor and which is a successor. However, it is established that
there cannot be any modernisan without globalisation and it is
modernisation which stimulates and expedites and speeds up the
process of globalisation. So, both are causal and consequential for each

other.

Globalisation is interconnectivity or interlinking of culture, economy,
polity and society across the national borders. It symbolises a process by
which national borders collapse and flow or exchange of individuals,
ideas, finance become easier and smamth All these elements
contribute for modernising a society. If we defimodernisation as
referring to the process in which society undergoes industrialisation,
urbanisation and other social changes that completely transform the
lives of individuals, gladisation becomes the catalyst in ensuring all
these features of modernisation. Globalisation is progressive as it

diffuses ideas, innovations, practices which make a pre modern society



shed its old ideas and practices and adopt new ways of thinking and

working to become modern.

Social science history clearly project globalisation and modernisation are
complementary to each other. The writings of Karl Marx to Daniel Bell
and Max Weber to Samuel Huntington have projected cultural changes
have come over thesocieties due to the impact of alien invasions,
infiltrations and penetrations. All these have not only facilitated cultural
change but are responsible for cultural modernisation of traditional

societies.

Globalisation has a strong correlation with modeation. From the

early modernisation (i.e. when Columbus discovers America in 1492) to
today’ s moderni sati on, t her e has
globalisation. The development of globalisation has been escalated to
the maximum level especially afterer20" century. This period is also

the third phase in modernisation, which is signified by the globalisation
of modernisation. The globalisation of modernisation emerges through
industrialisation, urbanisation, capitalism, modern nation states, and
mass social movement. In other words, globalisation has been

accelerated by these five processes.

Globalisation promotes efficient use of resources. This leads to better
economic development. There comes a change in the work environment,
work culture, diversiiation of the employment market, creation of new
job opportunities, and development of the contents of education,
pedagogy which bring more egalitarian, humanistic, secular, non
feudalistic and democratic values which symbolise modernisation of a

society.



Wil bert E. Moore defines moderni sat
traditional or premodern society into the types of technology and
associated soci al organi sation t h
economically prosperous, and relatively politicatable nations of the
Western World."” Gl obal i sation is r
transfer. Technology no longer remains the monopoly of the country of
origin, but soon spreads to other nations where production goes on.
Thus, the technologicallyimpoverished nations gain the new
technological supports and knowhow which ease their burdens of
production and bring them economic prosperity which symbolise
modernisation. Further, due to globalisation and the spread of
technology, media revolution takesconcrete shape. There is the spread

of communication and communication technology develops at a greater
speed. News and information services develop. The ITC play a significant
role in bringing attitudinal changes, increasing the awareness of the
people in changing their perception which culminate in increasing
participation in public affairs. This is a visible characteristic of
modernisation. Conscious political participation, public opinion become

the foundations of stable and lasting democracies anthe emblem of

political modernisation.

The two crucial aspects of modernisation; the institutional or
organizational aspect and the other are the cultural aspects are
enormously driven by the process of globalisation. The institutions of
marriage, famy, kinship, caste, education, religion, education, property
and legal system undergo drastic and dramatic changes due to the

impact of globalisation. Emerging international laws of human rights,



social justice, equality, distributive justice have come tevpil over the
national laws due to the homogenisation effects of globalisation. So the
traditional institutions have shed with their rigidities and have acquired
new characteristics over the years following globalisation. The
weakening of sectoral lawsas brought transitions in these institutions

giving them a modernised orientation in their structures and functioning.

No less significant is the influence of globalisation in modernising the
culture of a society. Mass tourism has been an ongoing feablirthe
world due to globalisation. This has stimulated the cross fertilisation of
iIdeas, practices through cultural exchange. Now the global features are
identified in the local institutions, individual ways of life and the local
features are carried ovdp the global level. Dress, diet, drink, dance are
undergoing tremendous changes due to cultural hybridisation,
harmonisation and homogenisation effects. All these have brought
tremendous cultural modernisation in the Asian and African countries.

Without gobalisation modernisation remains a myth.

History clearly projects globalisation and modernisation have gone hand
in hand and have served complementary to each other. The writings of
Karl Marx to Daniel bell and Max Weber to Samuel Huntington have
projected that cultural values have definite and determined effects on
society and cultural changes and cultural changes have come over due to
the impact of alien invasion, infiltration and penetration which have

enormous impact on cultural change and affecteddamisation.

Modernisation has been an impact of global conquest originating in

Europe. It led to the spread of European culture and rationality in the



Asian and African countries. Thus, conquests not only led to political
expansion, but the intensificatio of cultural contact and adoption of
new cultural values leading to modernisation. Globalisation was
spearheaded during the period of colonial expansion. Jameson and
Miyoshi proposed that intellectual, cultural and technological advance in
the colonised ountries was the product of Europeanization as Europe

was emulated by poor, less civilized people of the world.

World historians comment that shrinking of the world started as early
1492. Mass migration, cross cultural and cross country trade, warfare
and colonisation have changed the course of the nations politically,
economically and socially. Characters like Madona, Michael Jackson,
Corporate logos like Mc Donald, Nike have brought modernisation in the

culture of traditional countries.

It is not only globalisation that brings modernisation, but modernisation
to a great extent influences the process of globalisation. Modernisation
In many instances is a precursor to globalisation. Modernisation is
accepting the most recent one. When a society is preghaed practises

to transit to the emerging trends, then modernisation takes place. It is
transformative and progressive which help to accept and adopt

globalisation.

Political modernisation brings changes in the political ideologies, norms
and functions 6the political institutions making them adopt the global
standard practices like democracy, focusing on human rights and
ideological shifts from parochialism to universalism. Structural

adjustments became possible in India due to the modern outlook of the



system of governance which could venture out to bring changes in the
system to make it conducive for accepting globalisation. Progressive
political ideologies signalising modernisation enabled the governments
to open their borders and market of the natisno mainstream the

nation with the process of globalisation and to smoothen the process of

globalisation.

Economic modernisation resulting in the optimum use of resources no
doubt gave a boost to the economies to move from subsistence to a
surplus state.This increased productivity. Modernisation of the labour
force helped to add quality to production, modernisation of technologies
increased the quantum of production to enable the nations to join the
competitive global market with the introduction of pradt diversities.
This made the local connected with the global and facilitated the process

of globalisation.

Psychological modernisation resulting in greater motivation for
achievement was also pro globalisation. It increased the needs of the
people and popelled them to move out of their national boundaries

which helped for increasing global connectivity.

Structural modernisation resulted in changing institutions like the
institution of education, religion and media. The introduction of modern
education,secular outlook and media revolution helped to galvanise the
process of globalisation. They became highly yielding for spreading the
process of globalisation by changing the attitude of the people, making
them more advanced to go for innovations, techrgittal inventions,

spurring of new ideas. Media could connect people of far flung places



and the interconnectedness started increasing. All these became a

prelude to and mechanisms for spearheading globalisation.

Thus, modernisation is both an input andtput of the process of

globalisation. So also globalisation is an outcome and a stimulant to the
process of modernisation. So, modernisation is unthinkable without the
process of globalisation and globalisation is inconceivable without the

process of modenisation.

2.2Neo-Liberalism and Global Capitalism

Neo liberalism is a political and economic ideology based on specific
principles while globalisation refers to the worldwide process in sway.
The relationship between the two is quite intricate, one serving
stimulate the other and finally each serving as an input for the other.
Both are complementary and supplementary to each other. This
relationship between the ideological base and the process can be
analysed and proved by highlighting the discussiontloa following
three points.

 What is neo liberalism?

1 What is global capitalism?

 How one stimulates the other?

2.2.1What is Neo Liberalism?

Neo liberalism is a market driven approach to economic and social policy
based on neo classical theories of Economics. It makes an advocacy for

maximising the role of private business sector in determining the



political and economic priorities of the st The term
became an ideological paradigm that fixed priorities on markets,
productivity, efficiency, consumer choice, transactional behaviour.
According to the Collins dictionargeo liberalism isa modern politice
economic theory favaung free trade, privatization, and minimal
government intervention in business, reduced public expenditure on

social services, etc

Neo liberalisms the dominant and pervasive economic policy agenda of
the present world. It isa powerful and expansive political agenda
of class domination and exploitation.
Perry Andersondescribesit as‘ t mest successfulideology in worl

dhi st.or y’

Thus, neo liberalism as an approach to economic and social studies
refers to the process in which ool of economic factors is shifted from

the public sector to the private sector. Drawing upon principles of
neoclassical economics, neo liberalism suggests that governments are to
reduce deficit spending, limit subsidies, reform tax law to broaden the
tax base, remove fixed exchange rates, and open up markets to invite
external trading parties. It also proposes the government to limit the
practice of protectionism, privatize statein businesses, allow private

property and back deregulation to give wayddree market economy.

As the very name “Neo |iberalism”
In other words, this is the ideology of liberalism reincarnated.
Liberalism, as a political ideology, was eclipsed for a period of time from
political dscussions, poliegnaking and in political prophecy and

practice. This has emerged in more recent times in the period following

neo



globalisation. To be more specific, liberalism has undergone a process of
initial growth, intermediary decline, and finally a ezt rejuvenation.

Neo liberalism is a collection of economic policies support by an
ideological commitment. It argues for the reduction of stateervention

in the economy and a promotion ddissezfaire capitalism in order to

promote human well being,a®nomic efficiency and personal freedom.
2.2.2The history of neo-liberalism

Alternatively, neo liberalism might be perceived of as a distinct ideology.
It has its intellectual ancestry in the philosophy of liberalism. In this
context, it can be assertedhere that neo liberalism shares some
historical roots and some of the basic vocabulary with liberalism in
general.Elizabeth Martinez and Arnoldo Garcia define neo liberadisma

set of economic policies that have become widespread during the last 25
years or so. Under this ideology, the rich grow richer and thergrow
poorer Around the world, nediberalism has been imposed by powerful
financial institutions like the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the
World Bank and the InterAmerican DevelopmenBank.The capitalist
crisis over the last 25 years, with its shrinking profit rates, inspired the
corporate elite to revive economic liberalism. That's what makes it 'neo’
or new. This sense of the word 'neo liberalism' is widely used in Latin
America. Hawvever, neo liberalism is more a phenomenon of the rich

western market democracies, than of poor regions.

Liberalism in economics had its roots in the writings of a Scottish
economist, Adam Smith. Smith published a book in 1776 caled
Wealth of Nations. In this book, Smith advocated the abolition of

government intervention in economic matters. To him there should be



no restrictions on manufacturing, no barriers to commerce, and no
tariffs imposed by the governmenOn the other hand; he argued free
trade was the best way for a nation's economy to develop. Such ideas
were "liberal" in the sense of no controls. This encouraged the capitalists

to make huge profits as they wished.

"Li beralism reflects itself .n pol
Political liberalism has been a strategy to prevent social conflict. It is
treated as a progressive ideology pro poor in character. Economic
liberalism prevailed in the United States through the 1800s and early
1900s. Thenthe Great Depression of the 30s led economist John
Maynard Keynes tpropagate a theory that challenged liberalism as the
policy suiting to the dreams and desire of the capitalists. To Keynes
without government intervention, economic prosperity is a myth and
people friendly economywill never appear. Non intervention of the
government simply results in the misery of the people. These ideas had
much influence on President Roosevelt's New Daa@grammeThe
belief that government should advance the common good became

widely acceptedand defeated the non interference of government

ideology promoted by the liberals.

Over the years, it was noted government intervention resulted in
economic slackness rather than motivating generation of profit. This was
against the norms of capitalism ameégated economic prosperity to the
nations. Finally, it resulted in capitalist crisis over the last 25 years, with
its shrinking profit rates. This inspired the corporate elite to revive
economic liberalism. Keeping the revival of the ideologyiberaism

once again in a new form, the prefix "neo" or new is added. Now, with



the rapid globalization of the capitalist economy, Héweralism has
surfaced on a global scal&tarting in the second half of the 20th
century, neoliberalism became increasinglyominent as a form of
governance in countries around the world. The term "neoliberalism" is
used to describe a variety of movements away from state control or
protection of the economy towarsl corporate control of the market,

particularly beginning in th&970s.
2.2.3Principles of Neo liberalism

Neoliberalism, in theory, is essentially about making trade between
nations easier. Itsi about freer movement of goods andesources. It

encourages enterprises to find cheaper resources, to maximize profits
and eficiency. The goal is to be able to allow the free market to grow. To
accomplish this, neoliberalism requires the removal of various controls

deemed as barriers to free trade, such as:

1 Tariffs
1 Regulations
1 Certain standards, laws, legislation and regulatogasures

1 Restrictions on capital flows and investment

According toElizabeth Martinez and Arnoldo Gardie focal points of

neo liberalism include:

1 Freedom for the movement of capital, goods and services. It also
includes the de unionization of labor fm@s and removals of any
iImpediments to capital mobility, such as regulations. The freedom

Is from the state, or government.



1 Reducing public expenditure for social services, such as health and
education, by the government.

1 Deregulation and to allow markebifces to act as a selégulating
mechanism.

1 Privatization of public enterprise (things from water to even the

internet).

Richard Robbins, in his boolkglobal Problems and the Culture of
Capitalism summarizes some of the guiding principles behind this

idedlogy of neo liberalism. These principles are:

1 Sustained economic growth is the way to human progress.

1 Free markets without gover nment
most efficient.

1 Economic globalization would be beneficial to everyone.

1 Privatization removemefficiencies of public sector.

1 Governments should mainly function to provide the infrastructure
to advance.

1 The rule of law would respect to property rights and contracts.

The additional boosting activities for neo liberalism are:

1 Freedom of trade igoods and services.
1 Freer circulation of capital.

1 Freer ability to invest.
2.2.4 Features of neo-liberalism:

Neo liberalism has its distinct features. The features of-lit®eralism

include:



1. The Rule of the market: Necliberalism propagates to promote
"free" enterprise or private enterprises. It makes an advocacy to
liberate enterprises from any bonds imposed by the government
(the state). On the other hand, the hidden agenda are to reduce
wages by dainionizing workers and eliminating workers' rights
that had been won over by them after many years of struggle. It
proposes to remove price controls by the government. It is vocal
about total freedom of movement for capital, goods and services.

To the neo | iberalists antounreg
increase economic growth, which will ultimately benefit
everyone." A general characteristic of neo liberalism is the desire
to intensify and expand the market, by increasing the number,
frequency, repeatability, and formalisation of transactions. The
ultimate (unreachable) goal of neo liberalism is to create a
universe where every action of every being is a market
transaction, conducted in competition. It's like Reagan's "supply
side" and "trickledown" economics .& in reality, experience
shows wealthhas not trickled down very much and the social costs
have proved to be damaging.

2. Cutting Public Expenditure on Social Services: The neoliberal
ideology is against the notion of state welfare. To the propagators
of this ideology, the state is a mere faeaitor, not akey role player
to cater services likeducation and health care. The state needs
to withdraw itself from implementing safety nets and protective
measures for the poor which involves a bulk of expenditure from

the state exchequer. They alsoopose a limited role of the state



in the maintenance of roads, bridges, water supply hither to taken
as the essential services coming within the mandates for a state.

3. Deregulation: The neo liberalists are for the notion of
deregulation. To them, stateegulation is anti market and defeats
the profit motive. So, they propose to reduce government
regulation of everything that diminishes profits. Their philosophy
allows the state to be just a spectator not the umpire.

4. Privatisation: The neo liberal ideolyy believes that state is the
best which governs the least. They are against the notion of public
sector and government control and government management.
They propose to transfer statewned enterprises, goods and
services to the hands of private investoiT his includes banks, key
industries, railroads, toll highways, electricity, schools, hospitals
and even fresh water. To them it will bring efficiency, increase
productivity and bring better economic prosperity and
development to nations.

5. Elimination of the Concept Public Good or Community
Ownership: To t he advocates of neo | i1b
responsibility i s no oneinsistom es p o
"Individual responsibility." To them it should not be the state
responsibilityto ensure essential services to all. Property and
profit need not have a shared character. Those who have the
power to generate them should have a greater share of it.
Individual ownership brings accountability and this accountability

enables wealth to giw in society.

2.2.5 The Rise of Neo liberalism: The nineteen seventies was a decade

witnessing increased accumulation of capital, unemployment, inflation



and a variety of fiscal crisedt was realised that excessive government
intervention was responble for bringing economic and social
catastrophes. At this juncture, two counter debates dominated the

worl d. They wer e: Soci al democr a
“l'i berating corporate and busi ness
freedom”. | ¢ thatvthessecand debateaiftpet into practice

can be the panacea to overcome the crises. As the first option was
already tried with and was not yielding in character, the shift was to the
second option. By, 1980, the second group triumphed over the dinsit

got established under the banner of neo liberalism.

Thus, neo liberalism was prompted as a mechanism for global trade and
investment for all nations to prosper and develop fairly and equitably. It
intended to make trade easier between nations. It Isoat the free
movement of good, resources, enterprises to maximise profit and
efficiency. Around the world, neliberalism has been imposed by
powerful financial institutions like the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), the World Bank and the Int&mericanDevelopment Bank. It is

reignng all over Latin America.

The first clear example of ndiberalism at work came in Chile. The
Chicago economist Milton Friedman is the father of this neo liberal
ideology. In1973, the neoliberal philosophy was put into cice in
Chile. Other countries followed it. However, the worst effects of neo
liberalism were experienced by Mexico where wages declined 40 to 50%
while the cost of living rose by 80%. Over 20,000 small and medium
businesses failed and more than 1,000tstawned enterprises were

privatized in Mexico. Critics comment "Neo liberalism means the neo



colonization of Latin America." Latin America was put into a new form of

colonisation bringing drastic disaster to the milieu.

In the United States, neliberalism destroyed the welfare programs. The

rights of labor (including all immigrant workers) were withdrawn. There

was a cut backing of social programs. Thus, neo liberalism has its
inherent draw backs. The beneficiaries of Aaseralism are a minority of

the world's people. Arnold Gracier criticises neo liberalism as benefitting

a minority but plaguing a majority. Neo liberalism is criticised for
contributing to global poverty. Innovation and growth seldom contribute

to serve the immediate needs of the worlds c o mmon mil i e

practice has given rise to world inequalities.

Neo liberalism is not simply an economic structure, it is a philosophy.
This is most visible in attitudes to society, the individual and
employment. Nediberals tend to see the world iterm of market
metaphors. The market metaphor is not only applied among nations, but
among cities and regions as well. In neoliberal regional policy, cities are
selling themselves in a national and global marketplace of cities. They are
considered equivaint to an entrepreneur selling a product, but the

product is the city (or region) as a location for entrepreneurs.

Today, neoliberal policies are seeing positives and negatives. Under free
enterprise, there have been many innovative products. Growth and
development for some have been immense. Unfortunately, for most
people in the world there has been an increase in poverty and the

innovation and growth has not been designed to meet immediate needs



for many of the worl d’ s queiodzdtoes. Gl o

are sharp. For example,

1 Some 3 billion people or half of humanity live on fewer than 2
dollars a day.
1. 86 percent of the world’ s resour

wealthiest 20 percent.
2.2.6 Neo liberalism in Practice:

Neo liberalism arose out ofChicago School Economic#t was
spearheaded by the economi#filton Friedman Critical writes often
trace the ideological lineage of neo liberalism back to the @bica
School, the Austrian Schoa@nd the writings of Milton Friedman,
Fredrich von Hayek, and James Buchahamovernments around the
world, the neoliberal revolution has been underydor thirty years.
Ronald Reagan in the United States of America and Margaret Thatcher in
United Kingdom became the pioneers in putting neo liberal premises and

prophecy 1into practice. Reagan's f
not the solution to our pro | e ms ; gover nment I's th
boost to popularise the U.S. commitmetot adhere to the neoliberal
philosophy. The Reaganian administration tried to percolate the idea

among the public that
U Economy is a setegulating entity that alwaybalances out.

U Government is inefficient and costly.
U Private business is efficient and therefore the best way to solve

our problems.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_school_of_economics
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U Wealth trickles down from the wealthiest to the middle class and
the poor.

2.2.7 What is Global Capitalism?

World capitalism has experienced a profound restructuring through
globalisation over the past few decades. Existing forms of capitalism has
been transformed to make it fundamentally distinct from its earlier
incarnations. Globalisation constitutes a quatively new epoch in the
ongoing and opefended evolution of world capitalisn@Global capitalism

is the fourth and current epoch aapitalism It is differet from earlier
epochs of mercantile capitalism, classical capitalisand national
corporate capitalism All these forms were the systems, which were
previously administered by and within nations. But capitalist activities
now transcend nations, and thus are mignational, or global, in scope. In

its global form, all aspects of the system, including production,
accumulation, class relations, and governance, have been disjoined from
the nation and reorganized in a globally integrated way that increases
the freedom and flexibility with which corporations and financial

institutions operate.

Four types of capitalism have dominated the world in different times.
They are: markeled, stateled, corporate led and social democratic
capitalism. But global capitalism today marketled capitalism along

with corporate led capitalism.

In his bookLatin America and Global Capitalissociologist William I.
Robinsonexpai ns t hat today’s gl obal cap

.worl dwi de mar ket |l i berali zati on
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and regulatorysupesstructurefor the global economy... and the internal
restructuring and global integration of each national economy. The
combination of the two iIis intended
open global economy, and a global policy regime that breaksndaiv

national barriers to allow the free movement of transnationatapital

between borders and the free operation of capital within borders in the
search for new productive outlets f
process b globalizing the economlgegan in the migwentieth century.

It marks a number of qualitative shifts in the capitalist system. These are

discussed below.

1. The production of goods is global in nature. First is the rise of truly
transnational capital ané new global production and financial system.
Today all nations have been integrated, either directly or indirectly to
this new global financial and production system. Toqdag have a
global economyin which nations are linked to each more organically
through the trans nationalisation of the production process, of finance,
and of the circuits of capital accumulation. No single nasitate can
remain insulated from the global economy or prevent the penetration of
the social, political, and cultural segstructure of global
capitalism.Corporations can now disperse the production process
around the world, so that components of products may be produced in a
variety of places, final assembly done in another, none of which may be
the country in which the bsiness is incorporated. In fact, global
corporations, like Apple, Walmart, and Nike, for example, act as mega
buyers of goods from globally dispersed suppliers, instead of as

producersof goods.
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2. The relationship between capital and labour is global in scope, highly
flexible, and thus is very different from the past epochs. Because
corporations are no longer limited to producing within their home
countries, they now, whether directly or indirectly through contractors,
employ people around the world inllaaspects of production and
distribution. In this context, labour is flexiblelt implies that a
corporation can daw worthy workers from any part of the glolaad can
relocate production to areas where labour ¢heaper or more highly
skilled.

3. The financial system and circuits of accumulation operate on a global

level. Wealth held and traded by corporations and individuals is
scattered around the world in aariety of places. This hasade taxing
wealth very difficult. Individuals and corpai@ns from all over the world
now invest in businesses, financial instruments like stocks or mortgages,
and real estate, among other things, wherever they please, giving them

opportunity to establishinfluence in communities far and wide.

4. There is now a transnational class of capitalists (owners of the means

of production and high level financiers and investors). The shared
interests of these capitalists shape the policies and practices of global
production, trade, and financeRelations of power areaw global in
scope, and relations of power affect social life within nations and local
communities.Thereis the rise of a Transnational Capitalist Class (TCC), a
class group that has drawn in contingents from most countries around
the world, North and Sdh, and has attempted to position itself as a

global ruling class.



5. The policies of global production, trade, and finance are created and
administered by a variety of institutions that, together, compose a
transnational state. There is the rise of Tramational State (TNS)
apparatusesThe epoch of global capitalism has ushered in a new global
system of governance and authority that impacts what happens within
nations and communities around the worldhe TNS is constituted as a
loose network made up oftrans and supranational organisations
together with national states. It functions to organise the conditions for
transnational accumulationThe core institutions of the transnational
state are theUnited Nationsthe World Trade Organizatigorthe Group of

20, the World Economic Forum, tHaternational Monetary Fund,and

the World Bank Together,these organizations make and enforce the
rules of global capitalism. They set an agenda for global production and

trade.

6. Global capitalism has led to the growth of transnational exploitation

and inequalities: Due to global capitalisrmovel relationsof inequality,
domination and exploitation on a global scale are on rise. No longer class
exploitation is industry specific or within local, regional or national
boundaries. But, it cuts across all these limits. Inequalities are now

transnational They réate to North-South inequalities.
2.2.7 Neo liberalism and Global Capitalism

Often the terms 'global capitalism' and 'neo liberalism' are used
interchangeably. Authors like Boans and Gllwsese ; Thorsten argue
that neo liberalism is the main driver olopal capitalism and that global

capitalism itself can be seen as both the effect of, and the move towards,
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neo liberalism. Neo liberalism is an economic theory and an ideological
conviction that supports maximizing the economic freedom for
individuals ad thus reducing the amount of state intervention to the
bare minimum. In this regards, it does advocate the elimination of
governmentimposed restrictions on transnational movements of goods,
capital and people. All these support the process of the rapid
development of global capitalism. This implies that the state should
assume a highly minimal and purely regulatory form and should refrain
from most forms of economic intervention. This will promote market
expansion and market diversity. An expanded marketchanism is
expected to bring economic efficiency, enlarge the choices of the people,
bring competitive pricing and thus, increase the economic transactions
and bring prosperity to the investing nations. As Litonjua argues,
deregulated market proposed hiyeo liberal theorists promotes global
capitalism. Through the adherence to neo liberal ideologyernational
players get an easy get through into the national markets of different
nations. Further, when the state recedes, tlansnational class of
cepitalists (owners of the means of production and high level financiers
and investors) shape the policies and practices of global production,
trade, and finance This establishes and flourishes global capitalism.
Consequently, although global capitalism cannot in anyway be seen as
synonymous with neo liberalism, it could in fact be a product of neo

liberalism.

The ‘ Neoliberal?” r e v o htiontof State Olreedl t o
Enterprises (SOE) starting in the 1970s. SOEs are companies where the
state owns or controls a substantial part of the enterprise. Indeed,

according to neoliberal theory, SOEs ought to be dismantled due to the



constraining effectsitwul d have on i1 ndividuals
business. This is needed to float the idea that market mechanisms are a
better way to ensure correct pricing and economic efficiency due to
competition. The market under such situations is driven by global
financiers and global production units who control production and
finance which were erstwhile controlled by states. This global production

and financing mark the establishment of global capitalism.

Neo liberalism not only opens avenues for global finance and
production, but allows labour to operate in a cross national level which is
a major premise of global capitalism. When labour functions on trans
national basis, exploitation of labour also tak@ace on a global scale

which symbolises global capitalism.

The predominant account of the emergence of neoliberal policies argues
that a series of economic crises during the 1960s and 1970s led to the
denouncement of more interventionist state policiesuch as
“Keynesiani sm’ or ‘embedded Il i ber .
instigated by the Thatcher and Reagan administrations, in the U.K. and
the U.S. respectively. The policies by these governments were

transported globally. They were forcefully imposatlamplemented by

t he |l nternati onal Monet ary Fund’ s
progr ams’ and the formulation of a
known as the *Washington Consensus’

Starting in the late 70s and early 80s, the Thatcher government
instigated largescale privatization programs and that, since then, the
world has seen an increased amount of privatization. The

implementation of privatization policies is considered to have followed



as a pragmatic response to the economic difficultieshaf 70s and the

need to reduce government expenditure. The Thatcher government
became a model for the U.S. Reagan administration, which, during the

late 1980s, initiated a similar privatization program. This was termed as
Reaganomics.However, unlike the HRatcher government; Reagan

seemed more inspired byaissezfaire, neoliberal doctrine, and anti
government themes. This is evident from his platform, which, according

to Henig (1989/90:661) advocated “°
bureaucrats, reduce tas, unleash the entrepreneurial spirit, [and]
provide help to those who help them
that privatization became a worldwide phenomenon with the bulk of the
privatization programs occurring in Latin America, and to a |lessient

in Asia and subaharan Africa before peaking in the 90s with the
liberalisation of the former Sovidiloc European countries. Thus,
privatization which is a principle of neo liberalism promoted global
capitalism. According to neoliberal thegriaxation and redistributive

policies are seen as an infringement on personal freedom and
government interference with private property. Although the welfare

state is considered to be positively associated with other forms of
freedom, such as opportunitgearising from the availability to health and
educational provisions (Lindbeck 1987:4), the mechanisms to sustain the
welfares t at e are thought to constitut

realized, would thus require the abolition of the welfare state.

Thus, global capitalism has led to the privatization and the abolition of
the welfare state which are incorporated in the neo liberal prophecy. On
the other hand, the importance that International Financial Institutions

(IFIs) and the Washington Consenswawéh placed on the removal of



trade barriers and capital controls in an attempt to liberalize the global
economy and have proved to be influential for the process of global
capitalism. Further, the neoliberal argument to increase consumer
choices, freedomd conduct business has been spear headed by the

growth of global capitalism.

Thus, the 1980s witnessed chronic economic crisis in Europe and Asia.
The collapse of the Communist block at the end of thel980s led to
generate strong opposition against statetarvention. There started a
campaign for market reform policies.The sad demise of communism led
communist countries to initiate various market reforms. The lead role
was noted with the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia under the
stewardship of Ant¢lar kovi ¢ and the Peopl e’s

the leadership of Deng Xiaoping.

The democratic governments in different parts of the world started an
advocacy for individual economic rights, subsidising and withdrawing
control and to minimise the rolef the government to just a facilitator to

promote free trade. Stress was shifted to market centric economy and to

spread industries through multinational and transnational corporations.

Certain key schools emerged as the promoters of neo liberal theaady

as such gave a stimulus to the growth of global capitalism. To cite some
examples, the Chicago school vehemently criticised the Keynesianism
which was a dominant doctrine of the world till 1980s. It substituted the
theory of efficient market to havediter economic growth and promote

the plights of the people. Countries gradually started getting wedded to
neo liberal theories and significantly opted for the capitalist mode of

production.



Both the Liberal and the Labour party in Australia started aidgpheo
liberal ideologies since 1980s.Introducing micro economic reforms, the
reigning party from 1983996 pursued economic liberalisations. The
reforms were marked through privatization of government corporations,
deregulation of markets, and reductionof tax protections.
Superannuation Guarantee system was implemented in1992 to increase
national saving and reduce future government liability for old age
pensions. Privatization of education was introduced by Higher Education

Contribution Scheme. VAT wadroduced on goods and serviee

Canada too adopted the neoliberal ideology and went for more
corporatisation. The country soon witnessed a growth in production

by133% and reduction in government investment by 30 %.

In Chile, the prototype adherence todmeoliberal ideology was noted.
Milton Friedman in his commentary oMliracle of Chile noted three
principal strategies followed by the country following the adoption of the

neo liberal strategy which finally gave birth to capitalism. These were:

1 Economidiberalisation
1 Privatisation of state owned companies

9 Stabilisation of inflation

Since 1995, China has the distinc
liberal capital markets as observed by the Heritage Foundations and

t he Wal l Street Jercapmaancome f®ipasse® 9 0 (
that of U.K.

Thus, global capitalism is both a product of and is a stimulant to the

establishment of the neoliberal ideology. On the other hand, neo



liberalism boosts the development and establishment of global
capitalism and isustained by global capitalism. This is evident from the
market and government practices of the countries cited above. So, it can
be concluded that though neoliberal ideology is treated as the
emanating point of global capitalism, it is global capitaliiat tenables

neoliberal ideology to get institutionalised and sustained.

2.3Globalization and Nation State

The role of the natiorstate in globalization is a complex one.
Globalization is generally recognized as the fading or complete
disappearance of ecamic, social and cultural borders between nation
states. It raises a twofold argument relating to the nation state. The first
argument hovers around the proposition that globalisation is a threat to
the continuation of the nation state. The second arguinérctuses on

the idea that globalisation strengthens the nation states by reducing
their burdens and adding economic prosperity. Some scholars have
theorized that natiomstates, which are inherently divided by physical
and economic boundaries, will be legdevant in a globalized world. So,

to these scholars globalisation is a challenge to the concept of nation
states. But, there is a counter group who advance the argument that
globalisation strengthens the nation states. To them, the modern form of
globalzation will not spell the end of the modern natistate.
Globalisation results due to expanded trade and communication and
results in strengthening the nation states in pulling more capital,
investment and strengthening the market base which determine an

drive economic development. Governments' ability to tax and



redistribute incomes, regulate the economy, and monitor the activity of
their citizens has increased beyond all recognition. In no way the

national sovereignty is at a loss, but it is at a gain.

So to bring a conclusive balance between the two contrary arguments,

the discussion can be carried forward by

U Examining the basic nature of globalisation.

U By defining the basic features of the nation state.

U By brining the existing theses relating to thento the fold of
discussion.

U By analysing the impact globalisation has on the nation states in
reality.

U Centring the discussion on the future of the nation states

U Drawing a conclusion

2.3.1What is the nature of Globalisation?

When we analyse the basmature of globalisationScholte wrote that
globalization is a distinctive and significant feature of recent world
history. It has got social, economic and political dimemsiAll these
aspects are inteelated and over lapping. The political aspect of
globalisation influences the acquisition and distribution of power and the
economic aspect relates to resource distribution, production, market. All
these affect the existing social institutions, relations. Thus, each aspect

shapes the other.

Giddens mationed that globalization generally includes four elements
namely extensity, intensification, velocity and deepening impact.

Extensity refers to social, political and the economic activities stretching



across national frontiers. This is possible due te tjreater rapidity
ensued from the advance in technology and communication. The flow of
ideas and goods over the globe leads to greater interdependence i.e.
intensification. At this point the local issues reflect itself in the global
scene and the globadsues percolate to the local level. Thus, there is the
process of extension of boundaries of occurring. The velocity of the flows
Is quite high. All together every issue transgresses the regional
boundaries and reach every corner of the globe. This hdeepening
impact on the issue and the milieu. Thus, they have their political
repercussions. Political decision making involves diverse population and
groups from local to global and the state boundary becomes

meaningless.
2.3.2What is the Nation-State?

A nation state is generally defined as a country which is ruled under one
government. Specifically, the nation state is constituted by the
government assuming a legal and moral right to exercise sole
jurisdiction, supported by force in the last resort, ovarparticular
territory and its citizens. This involves institutions for managing ddimes
and foreign affairs. As isidefined in Elmer Social Science Dictionary
that nation-state is Modern state in which a government has sovereign
power within a defin€ territorial area, and the mass of the population
are citizens. Il n addition, ‘“Sovere
distinctive political claim whicimeansto have exclusive control oa
definite territory. It includes control over political and ecomic
activities within their border to articulate and achieve policy goals

independently. To conclude, it can be said that a nation state is marked



with the characteristics of having a population, territory, a government

and sovereignty.
2.3.3Globalization and Nation State Debates

Overall, there are five theses that must be discussed to carry on
the debate on the impact of globalization on the natistate. These are
the Hyperglobalist Thesis; the Sceptical Thesis; the Complex
Globalization thesis; the Newstitutionalist thesis; and the Ideational
Globalization thesis. Each of these theses project and portray the impact

of globalisation on nation statdsom its own angle.

The hyperglobalist perspective as an approach sees globalization as a
new epoch inhuman history. This new epoch is characterized by the
declining relevance and authority of natistates, brought about largely
through the economic logic of a global market. Economies are becoming
“denat i oThs thess, eadues that the world wied in today is
different from the world we were living ithe yesterdays It is now
borderless in nature, particularly in economic terms. The world is
undergoing tremendous transformations. The depth and dimensions of
these transformations are far reaclgn They visualisaith increasing
economic globalization, transnational governance organizations are
becoming increasingly important. The result is that national
governments are losing influence and are forced to operate increasingly

according to rules thegdo not create.

Hyperglobalists view globalization as something that is a real force,
aiming to produce a globatocial culture which are exemplified by

sipping coke, watching Disnewaiting at McDonalds, aneksulting ina



single global economy. Thusgely ensure that the effects of globalization
reach the remotest societies and in its progress diminish the constraints
inflicted by nationstates. They view this as a good thing, where
possibilities and opportunities arise enabling societies to be 'endidbe

the phenomena of globalization.

The Sceptical thesis criticizes this thesis by suggesting that contemporary
world is not really different from before. Hirst and Thompson, argued

that the world economy is actually less open and integrated than it was

before the First World War, and rat
an ‘“iIinternationalized economy’ . T
gl obalization I S a myt h; t hat It

i nt er nat i Dhe sceptical patspectvenadobalization views
current international processes as more by fragmented and regionalized
than gl obalized. Il n fact, according
of globalization occurred at the end of the 19th century. Current
processes show, at best, regionalizationlt conceals the reality of an
international economy segmented into three major regional blocs in
which national governments remain very powerflihey conceive it as
one in which the principal entities are economies. The flow of trau® a
investments are far from being global, and despite there is increasing
activities of Multinational Companies (MNCs) across borders, most firms
remain to operate from their distinctive home countrgcholars in the
sceptical perspective view global calism as a myth. The growth of
multinational corporations does not mean that natistates are no
longer relevant for governing the flows of economic benefits. Sceptical
authors point to the fact that multinational corporations are still tied

primarily totheir home states or regions, and these ties produce benefits



for these states or regions. Authors with a sceptical perspective reject
the notions of the development of a global culture or a global
governance structure.They choose to define econonutobalization as
internationalized economy, within which nation states are still the

central actor.

On the other hand, the Complex Globalization theorists, such as Held
and Dicken, view the globalization is complex. It is beyond economic
aspect and touchesevery other aspects of a society. To them,
globalisation is not only about economic, but also covers other aspects:
political, social, and cultural. According to Held and McGrew,
globalization refers to a shift or transformation in the scale of human
organization that links distant communities and expands the reach of
power relations across the warl d’ s
.suggest that, in fact, the natiestate remains an important actor in

global political economy. Its role is, indeed, pexencing a
reconfiguration. They are in the same opinion with sceptics on the
argument: natonrst at e’ s gover nment i s not
internationalization but, on the contrary, its primary architects. At the

core of this thesisis a belief th& contemporary globalization is
reconstituting of reengi neeri ng’ the power, f u

national governments.

The New Institutionalistiesis, bring out a difference between market
liberal and social democratic regimes. To thehis difference guides
modern nation states. They contrast liberal market economies (LMES)
such as the US and UK, with coordinated market economies (CMESs) such

as Germany and Scandinavia. To them in the liberal market led



economies, state is governed by marketdes without its autonomy.

On the contrast in the coordinated market economy, the state brings
coordination among markets. The state intervention is reduced in liberal
market led economies. But the state competency remains intact in a

coordinated market eonomy.

Another prominent thesis is the ldeational Globalization. In this
context, Hay and Marsh, in their idea @femystifying Globalization
suggest that the idea of globalisation should be the focus of discussion. It
Is our ideas that shape our behavroirhus, the role of ideas is important
in shaping the world today. For instance, the United States (U.S.)
adopted the idea advocated by Neoliberal thinking that it favours the
opening of foreign markets by political mean and state always seeks to
maximize its interests in all issuareas. Institutionalists note the
proliferation of private and often oligopolistic networks of trans
governmental anchon-governmental organizations under globalisation.
They argue that globalization, rather thaMbstructingthe nation-state,
actually provide anenabing character tat. They state that natiosstate
indeed may undergo common pressures, yet the existence of domestic
institutions can obstruct or enable states in facing the pressures of

globalization.

Hay, while aproving the sceptics that there is henough evidence that
the world is globalized, suggests that globalization may play a powerful
role in ideational terms, and might weaken the natisiate. This thesis
emphasizes the demystifying globalization in a wdyat globalization

had had impact on the natiestate depends on the way natiestate



sees the globalization itself. The idea shapes the way nstiate

responds andreformsits decisioamaking process.

Il n conclusion it c an pditcs isgadofthd t h a
process of globalisation and a proc
‘“deepening’ , and ‘broadening’ Pr OCcCEe€

their influence on world politics and the nation states coming within
them. It is notel by the increasing of international organizations, NGOS,
the mobility of MNCs across borders, international regional integrations,
and international and regional trade activities alongside the trade
institutions have modified the functions of nation state The
reconfiguring shape of contemporary world politics has challenged and

impacted the natiorstates.
2.3.4What Impact Has Globalization Had on the Nation-State?

Three distinct aspects of globalisation have posed challenges for the
nation states. Thdirst is the reduced ability of the nation state to exert
influence on its economy when economic transactions take place
increasingly at the global level. The second is the rise of the transnational
bodies. The transnational bodies may be the political ieedike the
U.N., it may be political bodies like the NAFTA, a combination of the two
like the European Union, or some form of the NGO (ranging from
business to civilian pressure groups). The third aspect is the emergence

of super national and sub natioheenters of power.

A Reduced Ability of the Nation State to Regulate the Economy:



With the wake of globalisation, the nation states find themselves with a
reduce ability to control their capital, to legislate and to influence or
regulate their domestienarkets. All these three functions were the hall
mark of the nation state and madit supreme within its territorial
boundary. Hol ton (1998) observes *
communications and profits across national boundaries are the most
strikk n g chall enges of gl obalisation
ability of the nation state is reduced to a great extent as most of the
transactions take place outside its sovereign borders where it has
nocontrol. To quote Hirst and Thompson (1996) theioa state is side

lined by the world market forces which prove to be stronger than the
most powerful states. The nation state therefore has a reduced control
over economic transactions and loses control over capital which it needs

to sustain itself. Theation state is subsumed under the global economic
system and is dropped down to the level oflaxal authority of the

global system.Instead of becoming a policy maker; a unit of

international relations it becomes a mere provider of public goods and

infrastructure to global system of production and global business.

Over the last few decades, national boundaries have broken down. In
today’s truly gl obal soci ety, me n ,
across borders in huge numbers and quantities and at spged. Many
corporations build parts in a variety of countries. Manufacturing takes
place across countries and is no longer monopolised by a particular
nation. The rapid growth of international investing has further globalized

the economy. Globalization flen leads to trans nationalism. Trans
nationalism is supposed to overshadow nationaligrhich is considered

to bethe foundation of a nation state.



A "globalized" economy can be defined as one which compresses time
and distance that were impeding ecame transactions. In a globalised
world, the costs of transport and communications arerezeand the
barriers created bynational jurisdictions and boundaries have vanished.
But these national boundaries were demarcating the areas where the
nations were egrcising their sovereign power, the hall mark of the

nation states.

Over the past five centuries, technological change has progressively
reduced the barriers to international integration. Transatlantic
communication has evolved from sail powdt has witressed many
developments like the invention ateam power, the telegraph, the
telephone, commercial aircraft, and now to the satellitevgaunications

and nternet. Yet states have become neither weaker nor less important
during this odyssey. On the contyarin the countries with the most
advanced and internationally integrated economies, governments' ability
to tax and redistribute incomes, regulate the economy, and monitor the
activity of their citizens has increased beyond all recognition. This has

beenespecially true over the past century.

It is assumed that globalization is embedded in Neoliberal theory.
Neoliberal theoryis builton the conviction of classical liberalism and
proposes that market forces will bring prosperity, liberty, democracy,
and peace to the whole of humankind. These theorists advocate the
removal of state controls on prices, wages, and foreign exchange rates.
Such activities have challenged the political structure. They put

restrictions on both the sovereignty and autonomy of st&tAs such the



dominance of the political structure is at stake and there is the depletion

of state authority.

Globalisation also puts the nations into greater competitions from the
western countries. A potential effect is that natistates are forcedd
examine their economic policies in light of the many challenges and
opportunities that multinational corporations and other entities of
international commerce premt. Multinational corporationschallenge
nation-states on the unique issue oforeign direct investments The
prerogative of the nation states in the field of production, pricing and
marketing become quite shrinking. Globalization also creates a sense of
interdependenceamong nations, which diminish the self sufficiency of

nations and make them weak.

The role of the natiorstate in a global world is largely a regulatory one
Gobal interdependencéias put restrictions on national independence
While the domestic role othe nationstate remains largely unchanged,
states that were previously isolated are now forced to engage with one
another to set common international commerce policies.These
interactions lead to diminished roles for some states and exalted roles

for others.

Transnationalism has also occurred at the political level. International
organizations, such as the United Nations and the World Trade
Organization, play an ewancreasing role on the political stage. Nations
are becoming over dependent on them for lary protection and
economic security.To cite an examplenithe case of the European
Union, national boundaries have very little meaning. All citizens can

travel, live, and work freely throughout the European Union, and all
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internal tariffs and trade estrictions have been abolished. Some
residents see themselves as citizens of a new European Union nation,
not of their smaller countries. Transnational governments and groups
literally transcend geographical and political boundaries which were a

formidable part of the nation states.

Thus, the World Organisations are increasingly taking the place of the
nation states. World Trade Organization, the United Nations, and the
World Bank are just a few examples of international organizations that
sometimes act like governments or play a substantial role in

international relations. Other examples include the Organization of
American States, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, and the

Organization of &roleum Exporting Countries.

A "globalized" economy can be defined as one in which neither distance
nor national borders impede economic transactions. This is a world

where the costs of transport and communications are zero and the

barriers created bydiffering national jurisdictions haveanished. Over

the past five centuries, technological change has progressively reduced

the barriers to international integration.

Globalization is often perceived as destroying governments' capacities to
do what theywant or need, particularly in the key areas of taxation,

public spending for income redistribution, and macroeconomic policy.

Finally, as the world economy continues to integrate and chusder

flows become more important, global governaneseds tobe improved.



Global governance will come not at the expense ofrth&on states, but

empowering the nation states.

Thus, the economic challenges of globalisation to nation states are one
of the decreased legislative ability. The nation statsovereign poer
remains dwarfed under the market forces. Market forces guide and
govern the state policies. On the one hand the state loses control over
the economy and on the other; it becomes controlled by the emerging

world economy and transnational system of puation.
The Rise of the Transnational Bodies:

The outstanding characters of nation states lie in its sovereign power
and autonomous status. For these two features the nation state, enjoys
legitimacy of the citizens within its specified boundary. But & ¢ha of
globalisation, the transnational bodies are emerging and are affecting
the sovereignty and autonomy of the nation states. Today governance is
not confined to national governments and national boundaries but to
global institutions and have a globalach. This challenges the legitimacy

commanded by the nation states.

Under the impact of liberalization, privatization and globalization, the
hold of the governments on economies is slackening. The influence of
international bodies, multinational corpotians and external agencies is
on the ascendance. The developing countries invite and accept foreign
funds to develop their infrastructure and thereby the control of local
resources is taken over by multinational corporate houses that acquire
uncontrolled access to local economic resources. Thesfidcts of

globalization on economic systems and on domestic policies are evident.



The policies of LPG curtail the state's welfare activities by reducing
expenditure in populist sphere3his leads not only to #hreduction of a
major function of the state, but decline in the self sufficiency, efficiency
of the nation states.The statesno longer remain to be the owner of

strategic industries, but are the mere managers of their activities.

Transnational bodies include the IGOS, INGOS, big corporate houses.
IGOs such as the European Union, The International Monetary Fund and
the World Trade Organisation/ GATT have accumulated international
legislative and coercive power and have posed a ahr® national
sovereignty of the traditional nation states. The INGOS like Green Peace
International, Amnesty International have connected themselves to
diverse people from far flung areas of the globe and have undermined
the importance of the nation stats which fail to connect to the people

so directly. INGOS having the ability to unite and mobilise people for
common cause, collective interests are having global financial and
political influence and creating powerful lobby groups which affect the
autononmy and mobilisation capacity of the nation states. Finally,
transnational corporations in the process of pursuing their own interests
and targets pressurise the nation states for tax and trade relaxations and
the nation states become timid before them forreating their

production base through these TNCs.
Super national and Sub National Centers of Power

Globalisation distributes power between sub national and super national
bodies. A limitation is marked on the part of the nation states to manage

regional isues having global ramifications. Sometimes regional issues



like governance, health social problems spread to global level. This
becomes difficult for the traditional nation state to handle. For this there
Is a polarisation of power distribution betweemnser and sub national

centers.

The super national power centres are the UN, WTO, GATT, EU, IMF etc.
Those bodies do not seem to have supreme legislative power, yet their
influence in influencing national policies, international trade, taxations
and relations speak of their supreme role in international and national
system of governance. These are threats to national sovereignty and
these organisations denounce the supreme authority of the nation
states. Any decision of the UN today becomes a national mandatl

the signatory state becomes a mere implementer of this decision.
Regional and local governments are getting eclipsed under such super

national power centres.

Similarly, sub national power centers are also developing with the wake
of globalisation ad are substituting the functions and powers of the
traditional nation statesMany of the problems afflicting the world today
-such as poverty, environmental pollution, economic crises, organized
crime and terrorism-are increasinglypecomingtransnationalin nature,

and cannot be dealt with only at the national level, or by state to state
negotiations. Greater economic and social interdependence seems to
affect national decisioimaking processes in two fundamental ways. It
calls for a transfer of decisiont® the international level.Due to an
increase in the demand for participation it also requires many decisions
to be transferred to | ocal | evel s

policies are undertaken at different level3hereby, globalizatioantails



complex decisiommaking processes, which take place at different levels,
namely subnational, national and globdkevel paving the way to a

growing multilayered system of governance.

Global cities as subational places are developing with the pass of
globalisation. In such sub national places, multiple global circuits
intersect. In such citiet is noted that several cross border actors inter
play and their practices intersect. For instance, at least some of the
circuits connecting are noted ithe cities of Sao Paulo, Miami, New York,

and Shanghai.
2.3.5 Future of the Nation States

Thus today nation states face multiple challenges due to the process of
globalisation. But theorists conceptualise as to how nation states will
respond to thesechallenges. To them there are three ways of

responding to such emerging challenges. They are rather three views.

They are:

1 Nation states are dissolving and have become obsolete.

9 Nation states find themselves in new roles and are in need of
more organisatioal ability for stabilising the trends of
globalisation.

1 Nation states face restructuring and it will not disappear, but will
be transformed into an altered nation state different from the

traditional welfare state.

Dissolving of the Nation States



It is noted that the nation states are becoming dysfunctional and
losing their sovereign power and autonomy due to the growth of
super natioral agencies like the WTO, IMA\Cs etc and local actors

in the era of globalisation. The territorial sovereignty is ipeft
dwarfed under the influence of many new role players like the UN
and the INGOS. In economic decision making they are finding
themselves to be handicapped. Today economic decisions are guided

and governed by international developments. In politics,zcégin ' s
loyalty is declining for their nation states and this affects the

sovereign capacity of the nations. So, when the economic decision
making power and the political power of a nation state are sinking, it
becomes obvious that the nation states are gaft dissolved in the

era of globalisation.
Resilient Nation State

The second view is about a resilient nation state. Few authors like
Gilpin suggest the nation state is still becoming stronger as the
purview of its activities is increasing with the procesglobalisation.
Globalisation has presented a new role to the nation state and as
such it has to appear with a new
merely a welfare state. It has to be a competitive nation state to
maintain its international identityand sustainability. For thig has to
step into new roles like framing policies supporting research and
development, technological innovation, dispersion and dissemination,
making market expansion policies, increasing the quality and quantity
of producton, introducing product diversification, encouraging and

attracting foreign investment to increase GDP. These were never the



concern of the nation states in the yesterdays. Globalisation has
opened new roles for the states. States stepping into these rcd@s
flourish and the states receding from such responsibilities are apt to
perish. So, authors like Mc Grewggest the state autonomy are not
actually getting curbed. But it depends upon the adaptive character
of the nation states and the smartness otthation states to enlarge

its activities and thereby autonomy. Till the date nation states are the
important institutions to decide the rule of law. They have not

dissolved or ar@ot going to be dissolved.
The Altered Nation State

It is often debated thathe nation states had existed in one form, have
taken another form and are to change into a third form in the wake of
the process of globalisation. Till the datéhere is actually no
denationalisation, or the death of the nation state. Only the role has
undergone changes. With the erosion of the concept of public services,
and rise of private services, the state is transformed from a welfare state
to a competitive state. Till the datsome key Constitutional functions
continue to exist with the state,idc functions are declining and thereby
reducing the burdens of the state. But, the state is given the new
responsibility of generating effective investments, productive returns
which were never its concern days back. This has no doubt increased the

struggle for survival of the states.

It seems that there is a change in the power structure and power
relations within the state. But it cannot be equated with the demise

of the state. Few stereotype functions giving authority to the state



like collection of &xes, providing security and controlling law and
order have remained unaltered till the date. There is a paradigm shift
in the state ideology, activities relating to economy. But this
symbolises the nature of an altered nation state in the place of a

dyingnation state.
2.3.6Conclusion

Thus, it can be concluded the future of the nation state in the era of
globalisation is clearly contested. The three views pertaining to death
of the nation state, resilience of the nation state and the alteration of
the nation state provide different impression about its future. But,
everything depends on the efficiency and the efficacy of the state
itself. Whether it will perish or flourish depends on how it adopts
itself and alters its role with the demands of globalisati®he rigidity

of the state will negate its existence, but its flexibility will take it a
way ahead. From an altered state it will become a resilient state even

with the counter effects of globalisation.

2.4 Key words: Modernisation, Extensity, Intensity, Velocity ,laissez
faire capitalism ,Global Capitalism, Neoliberalism, Deregulation,

Transnational Bodie3ransnationalism
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2.6. Review Exercise



Essay Type Questions

1. Define modernisation and discus its characteristics.

2. Define modernisation. Explain its impact on globalisation.

3.“Gl obalisation wi t hout moder n
modernisation without globalisation is imprct i cabl e.
Comment.

4. Define Neoliberalism and discuss its influence on global
capitalism.

5. Examine the role of global capitalism in sustain the
neoliberal ideology.

6. Assess the role of nation states in an era of globalisation.

7.“ Gl obal i sat i owereld thesnatiorostates] bus e mp
has provided them with an enabling

environment . Comment

Short answer type answers:
1. Write a note on the perspectives of modernisation.
2. Bring out the difference between modernisation and
westernisation.
3. Delineate thepropositions of neoliberalism.
4. Explain the key features of global capitalism.

5. Describe the features of a nation state.
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Unit-lll

This unit tries to acquainthe readers with some emerging global
institutions and actors who are found to be playing a significant role in the
era of globalisation. These institutions and actors have witnessed their
genesis and growth in the post globalisation period and in turn play a
catalyst role in establishing global connectivity and facilitating the process
of globalisation. Their role in accomplishing the very objectives of
globalisation has been note worthyn tthis unit glimpses about these
institutions, their origin, their structure and functions, advantages and
disadvantages are sketched out vividly. The description of the new actors
and their emerging roles are also spelt out in detail. All these are done
with the view to impress the readers about the social transformations that
are taking place as a result of global integration and to make them aware
about how replacement of new institutions and actors are facilitating the

process.
3.0 Objectives: After studying this unit, you can

1 Have a detailed knowledge about the emerging global
institutions and actorén the years following globalisation.

91 Derive a clear cut idea about their origin, structure and
functions.

1 Get extensive knowledge about their contribut®mo sustain
the process of globalisation.

1 Conceptualise the limitations faced by them and the challenges

posed by them.



3.1 Introduction

Globalisation has resulted in a great transformation. In the period
following globalisationpolitical power and regulatory authority are no
longer the exclusive preserve of governments acting within their
territorial boundaries. Globalization has been accompanied by the
emergence of multlayered system of governance. New forms of
intergovernmenal, supranational and even private sector regulatory
mechanisms that complement, and in some casé#®t supersede
national governanceystemhave emerged. These have become the new
institutions and global actors. They have introduced new principles and
practices worldwide and have been responsible for the harmonisation
and homogenisation of governancelhey have shouldered many
responsibilities the erstwhile nation states were discharging. These new
institutions which have cropped up and the new actors wiave
appeared can be marked with some key characteristics. These

characteristics are:

i These institutions and actors havénited the autonomy of
sovereign statesThis loss of autonomy has serious consequences
for third world states and people

1 Second,sovereign economic decisiemaking authority has been
relocated from states tonternational economic institutions (IEI)
These international economic institutions are the WTRF and
World Bank. The chief task of IEls is to facilitate the operation of
transnational capital by creating appropriate economic and social

conditions.



1 Third, the United Nations (UN) has embraced the -hieeral
agenda and is being geared towards promoting the interests of
transnational capital, by increasing the role that the ptes
corporate sectors.

1 Fourth, the relationship between the state and the UN is being
reconstituted.

1 Fifth, several international institutions that had adopted a critical
discourse in the past have been repositioned and normalized.
These include the Urmatl Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), and United Nations Educational, Social and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).

1 Sixth, a vast range of negovernmental organizations (NGO) have
begun to paricipate in and influence in diverse ways the creation
of norms and decisiomaking process. While a large number of
NGOs bring the critical voice of
international institutions, others such as the International
Chambersf Commerce (ICC) or the World Economic Forum (WEF)
seek to promote the cause of transnational capital.

1 Seventh, the system of global governance is decentralised today.
The network of NGOs helps to overcome the problem of state
receding from implementingvelfare activities.

The following discussions centre on the description of these
international institutions and actors.

3.2 The World Bank

The World Bankfunctions as an international orgamation that fights

poverty by offering developmental assistance to midisleome and low


http://www.investopedia.com/terms/w/worldbank.asp

income countries. By giving loans and offering advice and training in both
the private and public sectors, the World Bank aims to eliminate poverty
by helping peopléelp themselves. Under the World Bank Group, there
are complimentary institutions that provide assistanThe World Bank

is based in Washington. The World Bank is not actually a bank in the
common sense. Instead, it consistswb development institutions the
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and the

International Development Association (IDA)
3.2.1 Origin of the World Bank

TheWorld Bankwas created at i international conference convened in
Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, United States in July 1®%44as
established in 1944 to rebuild pe¥¥Yorld War |l Europe under the

International Bank for Reconstruction and Developm@BRD)The goal

of the conference was to establish a framework for economic
cooperation and development that would lead to a more stable and

prosperous global economy.

sjohn Maynard Keynes and Harry Dexter White were the intellectual
founding fathers of the World Bank. White was the chief international
economist at the U.S. Treasury. Under Keynes' able leadership, the Bank
articles were drafted successfully. The organizagmwocedure of the

World Bank was suggested in the draft made by Keynes.

The World Bank was the world's first multilateral development bank, and

was funded through the sal®f World Bonds Its first loans were

sanctionedto France and other European countries, but sabrent

money to ChileMexicoand Indiato build power plants and railways. By
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1975, the Bank also lent money to countries to help with family planning,

pollution control and environmentalms.

3.2.2 Structure of the World Bank

The bank consists of the Board of Governors, the Board of Executive
Directors and the Advisory Committee, the Loan Committee and the
president and other staff members. All the powers of the bank are
vested in the Boar@f Governors whiclis the supreme policy is making
body of the bank.The board consists of one Governor and one
Alternative Governor appointed for five years by each member country.
Each Governor has the voting power which is related to the financial

contribution of the Government which he represents.

The Board of Executive Directors consists of 21 members, 6 of them are
appointed by the six largest shareholders, namely the USA, the UK, West
Germany, France, Japan and India. The rest of the 15 members are
elected by the remaining countries.Each Executive Director holds voting
power in proportion to the shares held by his Government. The board of
Executive Directors meets regularly once a month to carry on the routine
working of the bank. The president of thank is appointed by the Board

of Executive Directors. He is the Chief Executive of the Bank and he is
responsible for the conduct of the dag-day business of the bank. The
Advisory committeesre appointed by the Board of Directors. There is
also anotler body known as the Loan Committee. This committee is

consulted by the bank before any loan is extended to a member country.

3.2.3 Membership of the World Bank



There are 186 member countries that are shareholders in the IBRD,
which is the primary arm ohe WBG (World Bank Group). To become a
member, however, a country must first jothe International Monetary

Fund (IMF) The size of the World Bank's shareholders, like that of the

IMF's shareholdrs, depends on the size of a country's economy. There is
an obligatory subscription fee, which is equivalent to 88.29% of the
quota that a country has to pay to the IMF. In addition, a country is
obligated to buy 195 World Bank shares (US$120,635 pereshar
reflecting a capital increase made in 1988). Of these 195 shares, 0.60%
must be paid in cash in U.S. dollars while 5.40% can berpaidountry's

local currency.

The president of the World Bank happens to be the largest shareholder.
The largest stakeafider is the United States of America. There is a Board
of Governors. Throughout the year, however, powers are delegated to a
board of 24 executive directors (EDs). The five largest shareholtiers
U.S., UK., France, Germany and Japagach have an ndividual
Executive Director. The additional 19 executive directors represent the
rest of the member states as groups of constituencies. Of these 19,
however, China, Russia and Saudi Arabia have opted to be single country
constituencies, which mean that ¢y each have one representative
within the 19 executive directors. This decision is based on the fact that
these countries have large, influential economies, which requires that
their interests be voiced individually rather than diluted within a group.
TheWorld Bank gets its funding from rich countries as well as from the

iIssuance of bonds on the world's capital markets.


http://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/imf.asp
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The IBRD was the original arm of the World Bank that was responsible
for the reconstruction of postvar Europe. Before gainimgembership in

the WBG's affiliates a country must be a member of the IBRD.

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) works to promote private
sector investments by both foreign and local investors. It provides advice
to investors and businesses, and ffess normalized financial market
information through its publications, which can be used to compare
across markets. The IFC also acts as an investor in capital markets and

will help governments privatize inefficient public enterprises.

Today, the Bank s more than 10,000 employees from over 160
countries. Twethirds work in Washington, DC, with the rest stationed in

100 country offices in the developing world.
3.2.4 Agencies of the World Bank

The term “World Bank” generadaby r ef
the World Bank Group is used to refer to five institutions collectively.

These five institutions are:

I. The International Bank of Reconstruction and Development
(IBRD), established in 1945, which provides debt financing on
the basis of sovereign guartees

. The International Financial Corporation (IFC), established in
1956, which provides various forms of financing of without

sovereign guarantees, primarily to the private sector;



lii.  The International Development Association (IDA), established
in 1960, which provides concessional financing (interfrse
loans or grants), usually with sovereign guarantees;

Iv. ~ The Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA),
established in 1988, which provides insurance against certain
types of risks, including politicaisk, primarily to the private
sector; and

V. The International Centre for Settlement of Investment
Disputes (ICSID), established in 1966, which works with

governments to reduce investment risk.
3.2.5 Objectives of the World Bank
The objectives of the World Bank are as follows:

1. To provide longun capital to member countries for economic

reconstruction and development.

2. To induce longun capital investment for assuring Balance of
Payments (BoP) equilibrium and balanced development of international

trade.

3. To provide guarantee for loans granted to small and large units and

other projects of member countries.

4. To ensure the implementation of development projects in post war

reconstruction period.

5. To promote capital investment in member countriesthg following

ways;



(a) Providing guarantee on private loans or capital investment.
(b) Providing loans for productive activities on considerate conditions.
3.2.6 Functions of the World Bank

The World Bank strives taridge the economic divide betwegyoor and

rich countries. To accomplish this objective it trieslteert theresources

of the rich countries into poor countries and accelerate thggiowth. It

does thisto achievesustainable poverty reduction.Thus, the main
function of the WBG is tolieninate poverty and to provide assistance to
the poor by offering loans, policy advice and technical assistance. The
World Bank helps the poor countries to reduce their debt burden and
enable them for their debt service payments while encouraging social

expenditure.

The World Bank is playinga main role in providing loans for
development works to member countries, especially to underdeveloped
countries. The World Bank provides lemgm loans for various
development projects of 5 to 20 years duratiddank can grant loans to

a member country up to 20% of its share in the pajdcapital. The
quantities of loans, interest rate and terms and conditions are
determined by the Bank itselfGenerally, Bank grants loans for a
particular project duly submittedat the Bank by the member country.
The debtor nation has to repay either in reserve currencies or in the
currency in which the loan was sanctioned. Bank also provides loan to
private investors belonging to member countries on its own guarantee,
but for this loan private investors have to seek prior permission from

those counties where this amount will be collected.



The World Bank provides various technical services to the member
countries. For this purpose, t he B

Development nsti tute” and a Staff Coll eg

Another issue on which the Bank has recently been focusing is
supporting programs for HIV/AIDS. The WBG has also been focusing on
reducing the risk of projects by means of better appraisal and
supervision mecanisms as well as a multidimensional approach to
overall development. It also takes up activities like support for legal
reform, educational programs, environmental safety, adrruption

measures and other types of social development.

The Bank encourages all of its clients to implement policies that promote
sustainable growth, health, education, social development programs
focusing on governance and poverty reduction mechanisms, the

environment, private business and macroeconomic reform

For more than twenty years, the Bank has imposed stringent
conditions, known as "Structural Adjustment Programs," on recipient
countries. It has forced the recipient countries to adopt reforms such
as deregulation of capital markets, privatization of state companies,
and downsizing of public programs for social welfare. Privatization of
water supplies, fees for public schools and hospitals, and privatization

of public pensions are among the most controversial Bank reforms.

3.2.7 Criticisms against the World Bank
Criticism of the World Bank encompasses a whole range of issues. They
generally centre on concern about the approaches adopted by the World

Bank in formulating its policies, and the way they are governed. While



the WBG strives to create a poveiftge world, there are groups thatre
passionately opposed to this type ioternational patron. The opponents
believe that, due to the fundamental sicture of the Bank, the already
existing Il mbal ance bet ween t he W 0
exacerbated. The system allows the largest shareholders to dominate
the vote, resulting in WBG policies being dedidey the rich but
implemented for and byhe poor. This can result in policies that are not
in the best interests of theleveloping country in question. Many times
the political, social and economic policiesthe developing nationgare
have to moulded around WBG resolutiomghich is a reflection of
western hegemonyWhile the Bank insists that "fighting poverty" is its

first priority, many critics believe, instead of that it is responsible for
rising poverty. Many also criticize its cosy relationship with Wall Street

and the United States Treasury Department. So, critics comment
through the World Bank there is the Americanisation of the developing
countries which is not a healthy sign. This leads to a system of neo

colonisation or financial colonisation.

The WorldBank provides training, assistandeformation and other
means thatlead to sustainable development of the developimations.
For this, the bank provides huge loa®@pponents have observed that
developing countries often have to put health, education and other
social programs on hold inrder to pay back their loansThe social

sector development becomes retarded thereby.

Opposition groups have protested by boycotting World Bank bonds.
These are the bonds that the WBG sells on global capital markets to raise

money for some of its activitee These opposition groups also call for an



end to all practices that require a country to implement structural
adjustment programs including privatization and government austerity
measures an end to debt owed by the poorest of the poor, and an end
to environmentally damaging projects such as mining or the building of

dams.

Critics of the Worl d Bank are <con
imposed on borrower countries. The World Bank often attaches loan
conditionality based adamgwlhat Consée
focusing on liberalisaticrof trade, investment and the financial sector
deregulation and privatisation of nationalised industries. Often the
conditionalityisat t ached without due regard
individual circumstaces and the prescriptive recommendations by the

World Bank fails to resolve the economic problems within the countries.

On the other hand, it aggravates the domestic challenges faced by the

nations.

With the World Bank, there are concerns about the types
development projects funded. Many infrastructure projects financed by
the World Bank Group have social and environmental implications for
the populations in the affected areas and criticism has centred on the
ethical issues of funding such projects. Erample, World Banfunded
construction of hydroelectric dams in various countries has resulted in
the displacement of indigenous peoples of the ar&his brings new

protests and requires attention of the government.

The Worl d Bank’ s limate thangeifinancé has alspl| o b a

caused much controversy. Civil society groups see the Bank as unfit for a



role in climate finance because of the conditionality and advisory
services usual ly attached t o I ts
governance structure- which is dominated by industrialised countries

its privileging of the private sector and the controversy over the
performance of World Bankoused Climate Investment Funds have also
been subject to criticism in debates around this issue. Moreover, the
Bank’ s rol e as a centr al pl ayer
adaptation efforts is in direct conflict with its carbamtensive lending
portfolio and continuing financial support for heavily polluting industries,

which includes coal power.

There arealso concerns that the World Bank working in partnership with

the private sector may undermine the role of the state as the primary
provider of essential goods and services, such as healthcare and
education, resulting in the shortfall of such servicesdantries badly in

need of them. As an increasing shift from public to private funding in
devel opment finance has been obser
sector lending arm- the International Finance Corporation (IF€has

also been dticised for its business model and encouragintpe

increasing use of financial intermediesisuch as private equity funds.
3.2.8 Concluding Observations

Irrespective of the criticisms and concerns, the World Bank has become a
dominant international institution of the gbalised world. Without its

role the development of the developing world is unimaginable today.

3.3 The IMF



The IMF stands for the International Monetary Furiidis located in
Washington D.C.The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an
organization of 188countries, working to foster global monetary
cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international trade,
promote high employment and sustainable economic growth, and
reduce poverty around the world@he IMF is responsible for the creation
and maintenance of the international monetary system, the system by
which international payments among countries take place. It tetrsres

to provide a systematic mechanism flmreign exchangéransactions in

order to foster investment and promote balanced global economic trade.

The IMF was originally designed to promote international economic
cooperation and provide its member countries with short term loans so
they could trade with other countries (achieve balance of payments).
Since the debt crisis of the 1980's, the IMF hasuased the role of
bailing out countries during financial crises (caused in large part by
currency speculation in the global casino economy) with emergency loan
packages tied to certain conditions, often referred to as structural
adjustment policies (SAPS)he IMF now acts like a global loan shark,
exerting enormous leverage over the economies of more than 60
countries. These countries have to follow the IMF's policies to get loans,
international assistance, and even debt relief. Thus, the IMF decides how
much debtor countries can spend on education, health care, and
environmental protection. The IMF is one of the most powerful

institutionsof the globalised world today.

3.2.10rigin of the IMF


http://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/foreigncurrencyeffects.asp

The IMFwas conceived at a UN conference in Bretton Woods, New
Hampshire, United States, in July 1944. The 44 countries at that
conference sought to build a framework for economic cooperation to
avoid a repetition of the competitive devaluations that had contributed
to the Great Depression of the 1930¢hite was the chaf international
economist at the U.S. Treasury. In 1944, he drafted the American plan
for the IMF that competed with the British Treasury blueprint drafted by
KeynesCreated in 1945, the IMF is governed by and accountable to the

188 countries that makepuits nearglobal membership.

The International Monetary Fund was founded on 27th December, 1945.

A treaty called the Articles of Agreement was signed by 29 member
countries. The next year, the first meeting was convened by the Board of
Governors in Savaah, $ate of Georgia, United State¥he purpose of

the meeting was to elect the executive directpdraft the bylaws, and

decidet he per manent | ocation of the | N
Directors selected Washington D.C as the headquarters of the
International Monetary Fund. The financial operations of the IMF started

on 1st March, 1947.

3.2.2Structure of the IMF
The IMF has a hierarchical structure.
Board of Governors

TheBoardof Governorgs the highest decisiemaking body of the IMF.

It consists of one governor and one alternate governor for each member


https://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/memdir/members.htm

country. The governor is appointed by the member country and is

usually the minister of finance or the head of the cenbahk.
Ministerial Committees

The IMF Board of Governors is advised by two ministerial committees,

the International Monetary and Financial CommittétMFC) and the

Development CommitteeThe IMFC has 24 members, drawn from the

pool of 188 governors. Its structure mirrors the Executive Board and its
24 constituencies. As such, the IMFC represents all riember

countries of the Fund.
The Executive Board

The IMF's 24nemberExecutive Boarthkes care of the daily business of

the IMF. Together, these 24 board members represent all 188 countries.
Large economies, such as the United States and China, have their own
seat at the table but most countries are grouped in constituencies
representing4 or more countries. The largest constituency includes 24

countries.
3.2.3 Membership of the IMF

The Fund is an autonomous organisation affiliated to the UNO. It is
financed by the participating count
fixed in terms 6 quotas according to the relative importance of its
prevailing national income and international trad&hus, the quota
assigned to a country is determined by its contribution to the capital of

the Fund. The quotas of all the countries taken together ttris the
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total financial resources of the Fund. Moreover, the contributed quota of

a country determines its borrowing rights and voting strength.

India being one of the largest quetlders (600 million dollars) has the

honour of having a permanent seah the Board of Executive Directors.

Each member nation of the IMF is required to subscribe its quota partly

in gold and partly in its own currencgpecifically, a member nation must
contribute gold equal to 25 per cent of its quota or 10 per cent ofjaisl

stock and U.S. dollar holdings, whichever is less. The portion of
subscription paid in a nation’s own
of deposit balance in favour of the
Thus, the Fund gets a pool of fage currencies to lend, together with

gold enables it to acquire additional amounts of currencies whenever its

initial supply of some currencies becomes depleted.

The original members of the IMF were the 29 nations whose

governments hadatified the Articles of Agreement b7 December

1945. Any state, whethrea member of the UN or not, have a chance to
become a member of the IMF in accordance withmsrprescribed by
the Board of Governat The IMF had 184 members asldhDecember

2002. By 2015, it has grown to 183embershipin the IMF is a

prerequisite to membership in the IBRD. A member may withdraw from
the IMF at any time, and its withdrawal becomes effective on the day

that a writtennoticeto that effect is received by thEund

If a member state fails to fulfil its obligations under the IMF Articles of
Agreement, the Fund may declare that country ineligible to use its

resources. If, after a reasonable period has elapsed, the membex stat
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persists in itdailure to live up to its obligations, the Board of Governors
may require it to withdraw from membershig:he ThirdAmendment of

the IMF's Articles of Agreement came into force dnNovember1992.

It allows for the suspension of voting and related rights of a member that

persists in its failure to fulfil its obligations under the Articles.

3.2.4 Objectives of the IMF

Basically the followings are the general objectives of the IMF:

9 To promote exchange rate stability among the different countries.
1 To make an arrangement of goods exchange between the
countries.
To promote short term credit facilities to the member coues.
To assist in the establishment of International Payment System.

)l
)l
1 To make the member countries balance of payment favourable.
1 To facilitate the foreign trade.

)l

To promote international monetary corporation.

3.2.5 Source of Funds of the IMF

The initialcapital of IMF was 8.5 billion dollar which was contributed by
the 49 members. The quota of each member country was fixed in
proportion to the national income and volume of foreign trade. Every

country was required to pay in the forof gold and domesticurrency.

3.2.6 Management of Fund
The twelve member executive committee manages the affairs of IMF.

Five members are the representatives of U.K, U.S.A, Chiaaceand
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India. The remaining is electetly the other member countries.

3.2.7 Functions of the IMF

The following are the major functions of the IMF:

1. It functions as a sheterm credit institution.

2. It provides machinery for the orderly adjustments of exchange rates.

3. It is a reservoipof the currencies of all the member countries from

which a borrower nation can borrow the currency of other nations.

4. It is a sort of lending institution in foreign exchange. However, it
grants loans for financing current transactions only and not chpita

transactions.

5. It also provides machinery for altering sometimes the par value of the
currency of a member country. In this way, it tries to provide for an
orderly adjustment of exchange rates, which will improve the l@rgn

balance of payments posiin of member countries.
6. It also provides machinery for international consultations.

In fine, the Fund contributes to the promotion and maintenance of high
levels of employment and real income and to the development of the
productive resources of all meber nations.The lending operations of

the Fund technically take the form of sale of currency. Any member
nation running short of foreign currency may buy the required currency

from the Fund, paying for it in its own currency.



Since each member contributeg®ld to the extent of 25 per cent of its
quota, the Fund freely permits a member to draw up to the amount of
its gold contribution. Additional drawings are permitted only after
certain careful and strict scruties. Since the purpose of the Fund is to
enaure temporary and longerm loans, it expects repayment of loans

within 3 to 5 years.

The Fund has also laid down provisions relating to exchange stability.
Members ae required to declare the par values of their currencies in
terms of gold as a common deminator or in terms of U.S. dollafhus,
under IMF arrangements, gold retains its role in determining the relative
values of currencies of different nations. And once the par values of
different currencies are fixed, it is quite easy to determine thehexge

rate between any two member nations.

However, if at any time a member country feels there is a fundamental
disequilibrium in its balance of payments position, it may propose a
change in the par value of its currency, i.e., its devaluatiBot
devalwation is allowed or even advised by the IMF for the purpose of
correcting a fundamental disequilibrium and not for undue competition
or for other advantages. Thus, the decision to devalue should not be
taken unilaterally by the member concerned, but onfiea.consultation

with the Fund.

The Fund has laidown that member countries should not adopt a
system of multiple exchange rates. That is to say, there should not be
two or more rates between the currency of one member country and

that of any other membe country. This was necessary to prevent



countries deviating from the principle of fixed exchange rates. Secondly,
it was laid down that a member country should not purchase or sell gold

internationally at prices other than those indicated by the par value

In essence, these provisions were laid down in order to secure exchange
stability. At the same time, exchange depreciation or devaluation is
permissible only for correcting a fundamental disequilibrium in the
balance of payments of a country. Similathe Fund may ask a member
enjoying a persistent surplus position to revalue its currency and set

things right.

With a view to eliminate or minimise exchange control tactics, the Fund
laid down that there should be no restrictions in ordinary trade and
other current transactions. Although the Fund laid down that exchange
controls and other restrictions should not be used for normal current
transactions, it allows their use at all times to control international

capital movements, especially capital flights.

Moreover, exchange controls are expressly permitted in the case of
currencies which may be declared °
permitted during the “transition pe

control have been incorporated in the provisiontbé Fund.

In short, the IMF may be described as a bank of central banks of different
countries, because it collects the resource of the various central banks in
the same way in which a country’s ¢

all the commercial baks, assists them in times of emergency.



However, while a central bank can control the credit policy of its
member banks, the Fund cannot control the domestic economic and
monetary policies of member nations. It only seeks to maintain a
multiple payments gstem through an orderly adjustment of the

exchange rates.

3.2.8 Criticisms against the IMF

The following are some of the important criticisms against the IMF.

f The IMF has created an immoral system of modern day
colonialism. | t inssstence to opt forstructural adjustment
programmes has put its negative impacts on the poor
countiesThe IMF has put the global economy on a path of greater
inequality and environmental destruction. The IMF's structural
adjustment policies (SAPs) ensure debt repayment lguirang
countries to cut spending on education and health; eliminating
basic food and transportation subsidies; devaluing national
currencies to make exports cheaper; privatize national assets; and
freeze wages. Such bdightening measures increase power
reduce countries' ability to develop strong domestic economies
and allow multinational corporations to exploit workers and the
environment .The IMF has heightened the wealth and knowledge
divide among the nations creating an economic colonisationen th
place of political colonisation.

9 The IMF is accused for serving the interests of the wealthy
countries and Wall Street. Rch countries dominate decisien
making in the IMF because voting power is determined by the

amount of money that each country paystanthe IMF's quota



system.Sqgit creates an undemocratic
one dollar, one vote. The U.S. is the largest shareholder with a
guota of 18 percent. Germany, Japan, France, Great Britain, and
the US combined control about 38 percent.

9 The IMF is alleged to be imposing fundamentally flawed
development model.The IMF forces countries from the Global
South to prioritize export production over the development of
diversified domestic economies. Nearly 80 percent of all
malnourished childrenn the developing world live in countries
where farmers have been forced to shift from food production for
local consumption to the production of export crops destined for
wealthy countries. The IMF also requires countries to eliminate
assistance to domest industries while providing benefits for
multinational corporations-- such as forcibly lowering labour
costs. Small businesses and farmers can't compete. Wage earners
fail to earn a stable and sizable wage to support their families and
live in deplorake conditions. The cycle of poverty is perpetuated,
not eliminated, as governments' debt to the IMF grows.

! The IMF is criticised as a secretive institution with no

accountability.

The IMF is funded with taxpayer money, yet it operates behind a veil of
sececy. Members of affected communities do not participate in
designing loan packages. The IMF works with a select group of central
bankers and finance ministers to make polices without input from other
government agencies such as health, education and enwiemt

departments.



1 IMF policies promote corporate welfare. The IMF always
encourages corporate to grow. To increase exports, countries are
encouraged to give tax breaks and subsidies to export industries.
Public assets such as forestland and governmetfitiess (phone,
water and electricity companies) are sold off to foreign investors
at rock bottom prices. This creates problems for the indigenous
industries and people. People fail to get the welfare and subsidy
services of the national governments. Thisates poverty amidst
plenty.

9 The IMF hurts workers.The IMF frequently advises countries to
attract foreign investors by weakening their labour laws. It insists
to eliminate collective bargaining laws and suppressing wages.
The IMF's mantra of "labour #eébility" permits corporations to
fire at whim and move where wages are cheapest. According to
the 1995 UN Trade and Development Report, employers are using
this extra "flexibility" in labour laws to shed workers rather than
create jobs. As a result ofithworkers are affected in both the
developed and developing countries and unable to arrange their
livelihood. Workers in the U.S. are also hurt by IMF policies
because they have to compete with cheap, exploited labour. The
IMF's mismanagement of the Asiéinancial crisis plunged South
Korea, Indonesia, Thailand and other countries into deep
depression that created 200 million "newly poor."

 Women become the worst victims of The IMF's
policies.Structural Adjustment Programmes create labour
displacement. The burdens of Ilabour displacement fall

disproportionately on women. The withdrawal of basic services



like free education, health by the government makes it difficult for
women to meet their farlies' basic needs. When education costs
rise due to IMFmposed fees for the use of public services-(so
called "user fees") girls are the first to be withdrawn from schools.
User fees at public clinics and hospitals make healthcare
unaffordable to those Wwo need it most. The shift to export
agriculture also makes it harder for women to feed their families.
Women have become more exploited as government workplace
regulations have become more stringent due to economic
reforms.

IMF Policies are noted to be affecting the environment in a
negative way. IMF loans and bailout packages are paving the way
for natural resource exploitation on a staggering scale. The IMF
does not consider the environmental impacts of lending policies,
and environmental ministries angroups are not included in
policy making. The focus on export growth to earn hard currency
to pay back loans has led to an unsustainable liquidation of
natural resources.

The IMF is labelled with the criticism of bailing out rich bankers,
creating a moral hazard and greater instability in the global
economy.The IMF routinely pushes countries to deregulate
financial systems. The removal of regulations that might limit
speculation has greatly increased capital investment in developing
country financial markis. Most of this capital is invested shert
term, putting countries at the whim of financial speculators. Such
bailouts encourage investors to continue making risky, speculative

bets, thereby increasing the instability of national economies.



During the badut of Asian countries, the IMF required
governments to assume the bad debts of private banks, thus
making the public pay the costs and draining more resources
away from social programs.

9 It is observed that IMF bailouts deepen, rather than solves
economic crisis. During financial crises such as with Mexico in
1995 and South Korea, Indonesia, Thailand, Brazil, and Russia in
1997-- the IMF stepped in as the lender of last resort. Yet the IMF
bailouts in the Asian financial crisis did not stop the finalnganic
-- rather, the crisis deepened and spread to more countries. In
South Korea, the IMF sparked a recession by raising interest rates,
which led to more bankruptcies and unemployment. Under the
IMF imposed economic reforms in 1995, the number of &xs
living in extreme poverty increased more than 50 percent and the
national average minimum wage fell 20 percent. Thus, The IMF

instead of giving solutions heightens economic crises.

3.2.9 Comparison between the World Bank and the IMF

There are many ecamonalities between the IMF and the World Bank.

91 Both the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank were

formed together at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, in July 1944.

9 Both of them were created to support the world economy. The
IMF exists to preserve an orderly monetary system; the World

Bank performs an economic development role.



1 Both organizations have their headquarters in Washington, D.C.

1 The IMF supervises the emamic policies of its members and
expects them to allow free exchange of national currencies. To
keep this financial order, the IMF also acts as a provider of
emergency loans to members who run into difficulties, in
exchange for a promise from the membaer teform its economic

policies.

The World Bank finances economic development among poorer
nations by funding specific and targeted projects, aimed at helping
to raise productivity. The World Bank consists of two
organizations: the International Bank for d¢oastruction and
Development (IBRD) and the International Development
Association (IDA). The IBRD lends to developing nations at
preferential interest rates, while the IDA only lends to the poorest

nations, on an interesftree basis.

1 Although the IMF is aagency of the United Nations, it has its own
charter, structure and financing arrangements. The IMF not only
works with its 188 members, it also collaborates with the World
Bank, World Trade Organization and agencies of the United
Nations. To become a mdyar of the IMF, countries must apply
and be accepted by the other members. Because membership of
the World Bank is conditional on being a member of the IMF, the
World Bank also has 188 members. These members govern the

World Bark through a Board of Goverre



The IMF raises its money through membership fees, known as
quotas. Each member country pays a quota based on its relative
economic size so that the larger economies pay more. The World
Bank raises most of its money through borrowing, by issuing bonds

to investors; it also receives grants from donors.

Irrespective of such commonalities, there are many differences

between the two organisations. The differences are as follows.

The IMF looks aftethe international monetary system while the
World Bank seek& promote the economic development of the
world's poorer countries.

The IMF promotesexchange stability and orderly exchange
relations among its member countries while the World Bank
assists developing countries through letegm financing of
developmer projects and programs.

The IMF assists all memberdoth industrial and developing
countries-that find themselves in temporary balance of payments
difficulties by providing shortto mediumterm credits while the
World Bank provides to the poorest ddeping countries whose
per capita GNP is less than $865 a year special financial assistance
through the International Development Association (IDA).

The IMF supplementghe currency reserves of its members
through the allocation of SDRs (special drawiigints); to date
SDR 21.4 billion has been issued to member countries in
proportion to their quotas while the World Bank encourages
private enterprises in developing countries through its affiliate, the

International Finance Corporation (IFC).



1 The IMF drawits financial resources principally from the quota
subscriptions of its member countries while the World Bank
acquires most of its financial resources by borrowing on the
international bond market.

1 The IMF has at its disposal fully paid quotas now ttalling SDR
145 billion (about $215 billion) has an authorized capital of $184
billion, of which members pay in about 10 percent while the World
Bank has an authorized capital of $184 billion, of which members
pay in about 10 percent

1 The IMF has staff of 2,300 while the World Bank has a staff of
7,000.

After seventy years of existence there are strongly conflicting views on
the I mportance and role of the |
and on its effectiveness. On the one hand there #rose who see the
Fund as having adapted well to the changing world environment on the
other hand, there are still a group who perceive it as a devastating
organization producing undesirable consequences like neocolonisation,
economic colonization and g&mwonmental catastrophes etc. All said and
done, the IMF can be said to be a proactive international organization of
the post globalised world and of the present millennium.

3.4 WTO

WTO stands for the World Trade Organisation. As the very name
suggests, the World Trade Organization (WTQO) is the only global
international organization dealing with the rules of trade between
nations. At its heart are the WTO agreements, negotiated agaesi by
the bul k of the world’ s trading

MF

nat



The goal is to help producers of goods and services, exporters, and
importers conduct their businesdts main function isto ensure that
trade flows as smoothly, predictabland freely as possible between
nations. Thenational governmenapply to jointhe WTO and if accepted

as members, the member nationrommit to abide by the rules and

settle disputes in an agreaghon way.
3.4.1 Origin of the W.T.O.

The WTO came intbeing in 1995 But its evolution spreads over a
period of

the past 50 yearslt came as &uccessor to the Generélgreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). At the esfdthe Second World War, it was
decided that

international institutions were needed to assiin the process of
economic recovery. Negotiators at that tinmeere conditioned by the
experience of the 1930sworldwide depressicend the extreme
measures of trade protectionisitihhat were formulated to recover from
the situation At a 1947 United Natias Conference on Trade and
Employment in Havana, Cuba, a proposal was

discussed to create an International Trade Organization (IADdhat
time, the International Monetary Fund and the World Bankre at their
germinating point ThelTO became the third plar and wasequipped
with strong decisiormaking and dispute settlement powets oversee
the multilateral trading system.

The origin of theWTO can be traced back to the creation of the

International Trade Organizationat the 1944 Bretton Woods'

Conference.The terms of the ITO charter were being drafted and
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debated Theprocess began in February of 1946 and lasted until a final
draft was produced in March 194&epresentatives from a group of 17
nations assembled in Geneva and concluded an interim agreement

(GAT]Jto lower trade barriers and tariffs amongemselves.

While the GATT functioned well enough, the leading members wished to
replace it with a worledwvide traderegulating body like the WTO for a
number of reasons. First, the GATT rules applied to trade only in
merchandise goods. In addition to goodhhe WTO covers trade in
services and tradeelated aspects of intellectual property (through the
agreement on Tradeelated Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
TRIPS). Second, while GATT was selectiapplication.The agreements
which constitute he WTO are almost all multilateral and, thus, involve
commitments for the entire membership. Thirdhe WTO dispute
settlement system is faster, more automatic, and thus much less

susceptible to blockages, than the old GATT system.

The GATT was a set ofiles, a multilateral agreement, with no
institutional foundation, only a small associated secretariat which had its
origins in the attempt to establish an International Trade Organization in
the 1940s. By contrast, the WTO is a permanent institution wstiown
secretariat. Moreover, the GATT was applied on a "provisional basis"

while the WTO commitments are fully and functionally permanent.

For the above reasons, the creation of a new, permanent trade body
became one of theprincipal objectivesthrough the GATT'dJruguay
round, which ran from 1986 to 1994. A draft for the new international

trade body, the WTO, was drafted and formallypegved at the
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Ministerial Conference held in the ancient trade centemMdrrakeshin

July of 1994. Under the terms of the-salled "Final Act" signed there,

the GATT was replaced by the WTO on 1 January 1995. The bulk of the
WTOQO's current work comes from the 1988 negotiations called the
Uruguay Round and earlier negotiations undlee General Agreement

on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). The WTO is currently the host to new

negotiations, under the *“Doha Devel
3.4.2 Difference between WTO and the GATT

The main differences between the GATT and the WTO cardseided
by the as follows:

U The GATT was provisional. Its contracting parties never ratified the
General Agreement, and it contained no provisions for the
creation of an organization. The WTO and its agreements are
permanent. As an international organizati the WTO has a sound
legal basis because all members have ratified the WTO
Agreements, and the agreement themselves describe how the
WTO is to function.

O The WTO has “members.” GATT had

U The GATT dealt with trade in goods. The VWd&@ls with trade in
services and intellectugroperty as well.

U The WTO dispute settlement system is faster amate automatic
than the old GATT system. ttdings cannot be blocked.

3.4.3 Structure of the W.T.0.

The main WTO Body responsible for decisiwaking is the Ministerial
Conference which is expected to meet every two years. The first of

such meetings was held in December, 1996 in Singapore.During the


http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/knowledge/Marrakech.html

two years between the meetings, the functions of thenfarence are
performed by the General Council, which meets as a dispute
settlement body when it considers complaints and takes necessary
steps to settle disputes between member countries.lt is also
responsible for carrying out reviews of the trade policésndividual
countries, on the basis of the reports prepared by the WTO

Secretariat.
The General Council is assisted in its work by the:

I. Council for trade in goods, which oversees the implementation and

operation of GATT 1994, and its associate ager@n)

ii. Council for trade in service, which oversees the implementation of
GATIS.

lii. Council for tradeelated aspects of Intellectual Property Rights

(TRIPS) which oversees the operation of the Agreement on TRIPS.
The WTO Councils:

The WTO covers goasd service and tradeelated intellectual property
rights. A description of these three groups follows beldhese, councils
came into existence in their current shape only in 1995, after the official

establishment of the WTO (a result of the Uruguay Rijun

The structure of the WTO is dominated by its highest authority, the
Ministerial Conference, composed of representatives of all WTO
members, which is required to meet at least every two years and which

can take decisions on all matters under any of thaltilateral trade



agreements. The dawp-day work of the WTO, however, falls to a
number of subsidiary bodies; principally the General Council, also
composed of all WTO members, which is required to report to the
Ministerial Conference. As well as condnogtits regular work on behalf

of the Ministerial Conference, the General Council convenes in two
particular forms- as the Dispute Settlement Body, to oversee the dispute
settlement procedures and as the Trade Policy Review Body to conduct
regular reviewsof the trade policies of individual WTO members. The
General Council delegates responsibility to three other major bodies
namely the Councils for Trade in Goods, Trade in Services and Trade
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property. The Council for Gooeisees

the implementation and functioning of all the agreements covering trade
in goods, though many such agreements have their own specific
overseeing bodies. The latter two Councils have responsibility for their
respective WTO agreements and may e8#dib their own subsidiary

bodies as and when necessary.

Three other bodies are established by the Ministefanference and

report to the General Council. Th&€ommittee on Trade and
Development is concernedvith issues relating to the developing
countries and,e speci al |l y detve!l dthed™ | amehg
Committee on Balance of Payments is responsible clamsultations
between WTO members and countriaghich take traderestrictive
measures, under ArticleXIl and XVIII of GATT, in order to copé&é wi
balance of-payments difficulties. Finally, issues relating to

WTO's financing and Comndtipeon Bualgee de all
3.4.4 Membership of the W.T.O



The WTO has nearly 153 members accounting for over 97% of world
trade. Decisions are madw®y the entire membership. This is typically by
consensusA majority vote is also possible but it has never been used in

the WIOThe WTO's agreements have been

parliaments.

The WTO’ s t o-makinggbody is thel Miusiesd Conferences

which meets at least once in every two years. Below this is the General
Council (normally ambassadors and heads of delegation in Geneva, but
sometimes officials sent from membe
times a year in the Geneva hegdarters. The General Council also meets

as the Trade Policy Review Body and the Disputes Settlement Body.

At the next level, the Goods Council, Services Council and Intellectual
Property (TRIPs) Council report to the General Council. Numerous
specializedcommittees, working groups and working parties deal with

the individual agreements and other areas such as, the environment,

development, membership applications and regional trade agreements.
3.4.5 Objectives of the W.T.O

The important objectives of WTO are:

1. To improve the standard of living of people in the member countries.
2. To ensure full employment and broad increase in effective demand.
3. To enlarge production and trade of goods.

4. To increase the trade of services.



5. To ensure optimum utilizin of world resources.

6. To protect the environment.

7. To accept the concept of sustainable development.
3.4.6 Source of Funds of the W.T.0. and Management of Fund

The WTO secretariat, based in Geneva, has around 600 staff and is

headed by aDirectorGeneral. Its annual budget is roughly 160 million

Swiss Francs. It does not have branch offices outside Geneva. Since

decisions are taken by the members themselves, the secretariat does not
have the decision making the role that other internatibbareaucracies

are given.
3.4.7 Functions of the W.T.O.

Among all the WTO functions, there are tftmctionsthat arethe most

important. Those are:

1 Settling trade related dispute and making tradeegotiations in a
commonforum.
1 Ensuringhe operation, administration and implementation of the

agreementssigned.

In addition, it is the duty of the World Trade Organization to propagate
and review the national policies of trade around the globe. Another of
t he WTO’' s pr i oreloping ®wncone, leass develmded n ¢
and transitioning countries in adjusting to disciplines and rules of WTO

through technical training and cooperation.

d



Additional Functions of the WTO

The WTO is the international organisation to manage trading system in
globalised worldAs there is an increase in trade volume, issues such as
violation of intellectual property, subsidies, trade barriers and
protectionism come upThis happens due to the special laws formulated
by each nation state relatingtotradinfh e WTO serves as

mediator when problems arise.

The World Trade Organization is an economic analysis and research
centre. It makes egular globalresearch on the state of international
trade and produces reportsthe WTO also clef/ cooperagés with the

other two system components, the World Bank and the IMF.

It is the duty of the World Trade Organization to go about facilitating
operation, administration and implementation and further the objectives
of the Multilateral Trade Agreements antdi$ Agreement and shall also

provide the operation, administration and implementation framework of

the multilateral Trade Agreements.

1 With a view to achieve coherence iglobal economic policy
making, the World Trade Organization coopesateith the
affiliated agencies of the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development and with the International Monetary Fund.

1 Among its members, the WTO provglthe negotiations forum
concerning their trade multilateral relations in matters that
enshrined irthe Agreement

1 The WTO is in charge of administering the trading policy review

mechanism.



1 The World Trade Organizatioplays a vital role in settling the
disputes arising out of international trade.

1 The Trade Policy Review Mechanismadministered by the WTO

The secretaridts main dutiegertainto supply technical support for the
various councils and committees and the ministerial conferences, to
provide technical assistance for developing countries, to analyze world
trade and to explain WTO affairs to the public and media. The secretariat
also provides some forms of legal assistance in the dispute settlement
process and advises governments wishing to become members of the
WTO.

GATT is now t he -NOkCfOrdrade in igoodsi Fha | r
Uruguay Round also created new rules for dealing wébe in services,
relevant aspects of intellectual property, dispute settlement and trade

policy reviews.

Through these agreements, WTO members operate adiseriminatory

trading system that spells out their rights and their obligations. Each
country receives guarantees that its exports will be treated fairly and
consistently in other countries’ ma
same for imports into its own market. The system also gives developing

countries some flexibility in implementing tme&ommitments.
3.4.8. The Role Played by the WTO

Till the date the WTO has been a facilitator in promoting hassle free
international trade.lts role can be assessed from the way it has made

movement of goods, services across the borders possible, pratehte



intellectual property rights, settled the disputes and reviewed the trade

policies from time to time.
U Goods:

It all began with trade in goods. From 1947 to 1994, GATT was the forum
for negotiating lower customs dutsates and other trade barriers.hé

text of the General Agreement spelt out important, rules, particularly
non-discriminations since 1995, the updated GATT has become thé WTO
s umbrella agreement for trade in goods.It has annexes dealing with
specific sectors such as, agriculture and itegstand with specific issues
such as, state trading, product standards, subsidies and action taken

against dumping.
U Services:

Banks, insurance firms, telecommunication companies, tour
operators, hotel chains and transport companies looking to do
businessabroad can now enjoy the same principles of free and fair
that originally only applied to trade in good$hese principles
appear in the new General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS).
WTO members have also made individual commitments under
GATS statingvhich of their services sectors, they are willing to

open for foreign competition and how open those markets are.
U Intellectual Property Rights:

The WTO's intellectual property agrt
and investment in ideas and creativity.€lhules state how copyrights,

patents, trademarks, geographical names used to identify products,



industrial designs, integrated circuit layout designs and undisclosed
i nformation such nael lteadealsegrepesr
protected when traddas involved. The WTO has taken enormous efforts

to protect them for the nations.
U Dispute Settlement:

The WTO's procedure for resol ving
Settlement Understanding is vital for enforcing the rules and therefore,

for ensuringthat trade flows smoothlyCountries bring disputes to the
WTO if they think their rights under the agreements are being infringed.
Judgments by specially appointed independent experts are based on
interpretations of the agreements and individual countties

commitments.

The system encourages countries to settle their differences through
consultation. Failing that, they can follow a carefully mapped out, stage
by-stage procedure that includes the possibility of the ruling by a panel
of experts and the chancéo appeal the ruling on legal grounds.
Confidence in the systels establishedby the observing thenumber of

cases brought to the WTO and getting resolved by the WTO.
U Policy Review:

The WTO has itsTrade Policy Review Mechanisits purpose is to
improve transparency, to create a greater understanding of the policies
that countries are adopting and to assess their impact. Many members

also see the reviews as constructive feedback on their policies.All WTO



members undergo periodic scrutiny, each reviewtaning reports by

the country concerned and the WTO Secretariat.

Where countries have faced trade barriers and wanted them lowered,
the negotiations have helped to liberalize trade. But the WTO is not just
about liberalizing trade, and in some circumstas its rules support
maintaining trade barriers— for example to protect consumers or

prevent the spread of disease.
U WTO helps to settle disputes:

This 1s a third i mportant side t
often involve coflicting interests. Agrements often need
interpreting. The most harmonious way to settle these differences

is through some neutral procedure based on an agreed legal

foundation.

3.4.9 Criticisms against the W.T.O

The functions and role of the WTO have encountered heavy sntici

The following criticisms are being labelled against the WTO.

1 The WTO is fundamentally undemocratic. The policies of the
WTO impact all aspects of society and the planet, but it is not a
democratic, transparent institution. The WTO rules are written by
and for corporations which have a greater access to the
negotiations. Citizes input by consumer, ensdenmental, human
rights and labour organizations is consistently ignored. This
indicates the heavy bent of the WTO to corporate discretion and

domi nance and make it a corporat:



1 The WTO does not create a fare and just society.The WTO
believest hat <c¢creating a world of “fr
understanding and peace. On the contrary, the domination of
international trade by rich countries for the benefit of their
individual interests fuels anger and resentmearhong the por
nations To build real global security, international agreements
are neededt h at respect people’”s right
systems that promote free just societyBut till the date WTO has
failed to ensure this.

9 The WTO tramples labour and human rights.WTO rules prioritise

the “rights of corporations to
labour rights. The WTO has failed in promoting internationally
recognized labour standards. Human values and social protection
are getting buried under the commeat values promoted by the
WTO. In the name of profit child labour, inhuman conditions of
labour are increasing.

9 The WTO lays stress on privatizing essential services: The WTO
seeksto privatize essential public services such as education,
health care, eargy and water. Privatization means the selling off
of public assets to run for profit rather than the public good. The
WTO'"s General Agreement on Trade
a list of about 160 threatened services including elder and child
care, sewage, garbage, park maintenance, telecommunications,
construction, banking, insurance, transportation, shipping, postal
services, and tourism. In some countries, privatization is already

occurring. This affects the poor to a great extent and makes them

more deprived and disadvantaged.



1 The WTO destroys the environment.The WTO attempts to
deregulate industries including logging, fishing, water utilities, and
energy distribution, which will lead to further exploitation of
these natural resources. This affeadhe environment. In many
instances the WTO disregards the national environment
protection laws on the ground of creating barriers to trade. This
has a heavy cost on the environment and as such on lives.

 The WTO policies kill people. The WTO' § efhicer od d d
Rel ated I ntell ect uapatendsr cogyrghts vy’ r
and trademarksomes at the expense of health and human lives.

The WTO has protected for phar ma
profit’ agai nst gover mmentpse opd &
health by providing lifesaving medicines in countries in areas like
sub-Saharan Africa, where thousands die every day from
HIV/AIDS. By this, the WTO demonstrates that it favours
corporate profit over saving human lives.

1 The WTO worsens inequality. Inequality has worsened both
internationally and nationally. The UN Development Program
reports that the r1ichest 20 per
consume 86 percent of the worl d’
percent consume just 14 pemse WTO rules have hastened these
trends by opening up countries to foreign investment and thereby
making it easier for production to go where the labour is cheapest
and most easily exploited and environmental costs are low.

T The WTO policies increase hunger.The corporate control of food
distribution has put 800 million people worldwide into chronic

malnutrition. According to the Universal Declaration of Human



Rights, food is a human right. In developing countries, as many as
four out of every five people ake their living from the land. But
the | eading principle in the WT(
that market forces should control agricultural policies has affected
food security. WTO policies have allowed dumping of heavily
subsidized industrially prasted food into poor -countries,
undermining local production and increasing hunger.

The WTO undermines local level decision-making and national
sovereignty.Local policies aimed at rewarding companies who
hire local residents, use domestic materials, or adop
environmentally sound practices are essentially illegal under the
WTO. Many countries are even changing their laws and
constitutions in anticipation of potential future WTO rulings and
negotations.

Keeping these negative consequences in viemternational
opposition to the WTO is growindgJlassive protests in Seattle
in1999 brought over 50,000 people together to oppose the WTO.
In Cancun, Mexico and Hong Kong, China, the WTO met
thousands of activists in protest, scoring a major victory for
democracy. Bveloping countries refused to give in to the rich
court r i es’ agenda and cawgédOthedatkp obn s i o

collapse.

Thus, it is high time now that the WTO needs to revisit its policies
to create an equalising world to give equal space to the poor

nations, marginalised population.

3.5 MNCs



MNCs stand for Multi National Companies. A multinational company is

an enterprise operating in severalcountries but managed from one

(home) countryTechnically speakingny companyr groupthat derives

a quarter of itsrevenuefrom operationsoutside of its home country is
considered a multinational corporatiod multinational corporation is a
corporation or an enterprise that manages production or delivers
services in more than one countrffwo important concepts relat® the
multinational corporations. These are: home country and host country.
Normally, themanagement headquartersf the MNCin one country
known as the home country ants operation inseveral other countries
known as host countries. A multinationabrporation (MNC) is an
enterprise that engages in foreign direct investment (FDI). A firm is not
really multinational if it just engages in overseas trade or serves as a

contractor to foreign firms.

3.5.1Defining MNCS:

The term ‘ Mul t usaedall aver theaworld toidsnotevargee | vy
companies having vast financial, managerial and marketing resources.
MNCs are like holding companies having its head office in one country
and business activities spread within the country of origin and other
countries. Multinational firms arise because cheap labour and raw
material inputs are located in other countries.Multinational
corporations (MNCs in short) are also known as Transnational
Corporations (TNCs), Super Natiokaterprises, Global companiasd

soon.

According to Prof. John H. Dunning,

which undertakes foreign direct investment,.i.&hich owns or controls
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iIncome gathering assets in more than one country; and in soagdo
produces goods or services outside itsictyy of origin, i.e., engages in

I nternational producti on.

A multinational corporation has al
which owns and/or controls producing facilities such as factories, mines,
oil refineries, distribution channels, offices, eta more than one

”

country.

According to another definition,
ownership, management, production and marketing extend over several

national jurisdictions is called a
3.5.2Characteristics of Multi National Corporations (MNCs):
The following characteristics can be attributed to the MNCs.

i Giant Size: The most important feature of the MNCs is their
gigantic size. Their assets and sales run into billions of dollars and
they also make supernormal pragditOn a global basis, MNCs
generate about half of the worl d
for about twothirds of world trade.

1 International Operation: Multinational companies operate ithe
whole world. It extends its business worldwidén such a
corporation, control resides in the hands of a single institution. But
its interests and operations sprawl across national boundaries. The
Pepsi Cola Company of the U.S operates in 114 countries. An MNC
operates through a parent corporation in the home otny. It
may assume the form of a subsidiary company in the host country.

The foreign control may range amliere between the minimum of



51 per cat to the full, 100 per cent. AMNC thus combines
ownership with control. The branches and sulmiies of MNCs
operate under the unified control of the parent comparostly
MNCs from developed countries dominate in the world markets
Oligopolistic Structure: Through the process of merger and
takeover, etc., in course of time a#MNC comes to assume
awesome power This coupled with its giant size makes it
oligopolistic in chaacter. So it enjoys a huge amount of profit. This
oligopolistic structure makes the multinational corporations the
hot bed of conflicts and evils.

Spontaneous Evolution: MNCs is usuallgrow in a spontaneous
and unconscious manner . “Creepin
provides a company its multinational character. Both choice and
accident make a corporation multinational. Many firms become
multinationals by accident. Cheap labour, cheap ueses
available and easy accessibility in the host country make the
multinationals move towards them.

Collective Transfer of Resources: A MNC facilitates multilateral
transfer of resourcedUsually this transfer takes place in the form

of a “ pac kndugles techmdalikcotla o w, equi pmen
and machinery, materials, finished products, managerial services,
and soon. “MNCs are composed of
modern technology ranging from production and marketing to
management and financing. Ahlese get dispersed throughout

the host countries where the MNC roots its company.

American dominance: Another important feature of the

multinationals is the American dominance. In 19@dt of the top



25 MNCs, as many as 18 were of U.S. origin. Todtetesame
scenario persists. This makes the U.S.A the business tycoon of the
world and the Americanisation of the globe takes place.

1 High efficiency: The MNC®perate their business with efficiency.
They use advanced technology. They also involve keenly in
research works. They used many trained person that helps in the

production of quality goods.

3.5.3 Types of MNCs:

There are four categories of multinatior@rporations

U A multinational, decentralized corporation withtreng home
country presence,

U A global centralized corporation that acquireost advantage

through centralized production wherever cheaperresourcesare

available,

U An international company thabuildson the Parent corporation's

technologyand R&D, or
U A transnational enterpise that combines the previous three
approaches.

According to UNlata, some 35,00@ompanieshavedirect investmentn

foreign countries, and the largest 100 of thexontrol about 40percent
of worldtrade.

3.5.4 Lead MINCs of the World:
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The following are some of the lead MNCs of the world known to every
household.

Microsoft Corporation

Microsoft Corporation was founded in Albuguerque, New Mexico, on 4th
April 1975 by Bill Gates and Paul Allen. Its head offices are in Redmond,
Washington. Bill Gates currently operates as its Technology Adviser, John

W. Thompon is the Chairman and Satya Nadella is its CEO.

Nokia Corporation

Nokia is one of the leading names in the world of network infrastructure
and technologies based on locations. It deals in advanced technologies as
well. Its head offices are in Espoo, Finland and it operates around the
world including India. The prime area focus for Nokia is to create

technologies that will lead the way to the future.

Nestle

Nestle is one of the top names in the world of food and beverages across
the world. It has been in existence for more than 140 years and operates
in at least 197 contries. It employed 3, 39,000 people in various
capacities in 2014. Its objective is to be the top name in the world of

nutrition, wellness and health.

Coca Cola

One of the leading global brands in beverages, Coca Cola offers its
complete portfolio of poducts in India with drinks, energy drinks, juices,
tea, packaged water and coffee. Coca Cola offers more than 3,500
beverages around the world. It employs 25,000 people for system
related operations in India. It also has 1, 50,000 indirect employees.

Togeher with its franchisees, Coca Cabilas 56 bottling plants in Indidn



its 35 years of existence in India, Coca Cola has done well financially and
played a major role in the economic growth of India. It has also played a
major role in the innovation thahas taken pl ace in
beverage sector.

Procter and Gamble

Procter and Gamble is one of the top names as far as consumer goods
are concerned. It was founded in Cincinnati, Ohio, on 31st October 1837
by William Procter and James Gamble. Its he#Httes are located in
Cincinnati. It operates all over the world with the exception of Cuba. Alan

George Lafley is its Chairman, CEO and President.
IBM

IBM or International Business Machines Corporation is a leading name in
the world of computer hardwar, software and IT consulting. It was
founded by Charles Ranlett Flint in Endicott, New York. At present, its
head offices are in Armonk, New York. It operates across 170 countries.
Ginni Rometty serves as its Chairman, CEO and President. It has 3, 79,592

employees.

PepsiCo

One of the top names in the world of beverages, PepsiCo is
headquartered in Purchase, New York. It was founded in 1896 at New
Bern, North Carolina by Donald Kendall and Herman Lay. At present, its
products, including its most famousdmnd Pepsi and its chips, can be
found all over the world including India. Its present CEO and Chairman is

Indra Nooyi.

3.5.5The Reasons behind the Growth of MNCS



The growth oMNCscan beascribed to a combination of two main

factors. They are:the uneven geographical distribution of factor
endowments and marketfailure. Regional disparities in resource
concentration provide opportunity tsome firmsto haveassets that are
superior to those in many other countrie$hese firmsconcludethat

they can only successfully explditese assets by transferring them
across national boundaries within their ownganizations rather than by
selling their right of use to foreigbased enterprisesSecondly, when
they observe market saturation in éir home country, they make a
move towards the host country to keep their production and profit
intact.

The development of MNCs dates back to several centuries, but their real
growth started after the Second World War Majority of the MNCs are
from developel countries like U.S.A, Japan, UK, Germany and European
countries. In recent years MNCs from countries like Korea, Taiwan, India,
China, etc. are operating in the  world markets.
3.5.6. Significance of Multi National Corporations (MNCs):The
multinational caporations today have a revolutionary effect on the
international economic systerand the national economiedhe growth

of international transactions of the multinationals has affected the more
traditional forms of capital flows and international trad®r many
economies. Today they constitute a powerful force in the world

economy.

Financial and Technological Resources and Expertise: MNCs provide
Immense resources and investments, technology, innovation and
expertise to the host societies. A culture esearch and development is

encouraged and human resources are developed, at least within the



organization. MNCs also contribute significantly to the national

exchequer by paying taxes.

Good Business Practices: Good governance, organizational transparency,
clear command structures, and performardoased evaluation and
incentives programs for employees encourage the merit system. MNCs
introduce a professional working environment and culture for local
organizations to emulate, thereby promoting sound managetmamd

business education.

Comforts of Life: In some cases, larggcale economies, quality control
and a healthy competition lead to price cudad other benefits for the
end-user. People have more access to the comforts of life with a large

variety of cloices.

Infrastructure Improvement: Many MNCs help in improving the
infrastructure and provision obasic needs in their specific areas of
operation.They either do so directly or provide funds for this purpose to
civil society organizations. This also improves business conditions within

and in the vicinity of the areas where they are operating.

Pluralism: MNCs help boostg crossboundary interaction among
people. Even education, particularly, business education, has taken on a
global perspectiveThe global perspectives and opportunities for cross
cultural understanding increase the adaptability of sats to alien
environments. This leads to the mixing of cultures and practices and

encourages pluralism as well as competition.
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Economic development: The MNCs play an important role in the
economic development of underdeveloped countri@$iey have been
the agents of modernization, movers of economic growth and economic

integration in the period following globalization.

Gap filling: The first important contribution of MNCs is its role in filling
the resource gap between targeted or desired investment and
domestically mobilized savingEhecountry can fill this gap with foreign
direct investments from the MNCs. & putinto a better position to

achieve its target rate of economic growth.

The second contribution relates to filling the foreign exchangeraae
gap. An inflow of foreign capital can reduce or even remove the deficit in
the balance of payments if the MNCs can generate a net positive flow of

export earnings.

The third important role of MNCs is filling the gap between targeted
governmental tax evenues and locally raised taxes. By taxing MNC
profits, governments are able to mobilize public financial resources for

development projects.

Fourthly, Multinationals not only provide financial resources but they

al so supply a *“ mpsoordes igobuing sndnagenert d e d
experience, entrepreneurial abilities, and technological skills. These can
be transferred to their local counterparts by means of training programs

and the process of ‘learning by doi

Moreover, MNCs bring with them the rabsophisticated technological

knowledge about production processes while transferring modern



machinery and equipment to capital poaountries Such transfers of
knowledge, skills, and technology are assumed to be both desirable and

productive for the reipient country.
The MNCs also bring several other benefits to the host country.

The MNCs create job opportunities in the host countries. The
employment market diversifies and proliferateshe domestic labour

benefitsin the form of higher real wages.

The local markets of the host countries are fed by the product
diversification introduced by the MNCs. Prices are lowered due to
greater competition.Theconsumer benefitdy way of lower prices and

better quality products.

Investments by MNCs also induce more domestic investment. Ancillary
unitsares et up to ‘feed’ t he. Timacremtesi n d u s

more employment possibilities.

3.5.7The Challenges posed by MNCs
Nevertheless, MNCs can also pose problems for host societies in the
spheres of sdal and economic development and cultural diversity.

These are discussed below.

Conflicts of Interest: MNCs are commercial organizations and their only
interest is to gain maximum return on their invested capital, occupy
market shares and ensure their lgiterm competitiveness. This leads to
conflict of interests between the MNCs and host societiisst countries
expectMNCs to work irharmonywith the social and political needs of

their societies and communities, whereas the MNCs make their choices



based purely on economic criteria. This conflict of interests leads to

conflict within societies.

Increasing Materialism and Consumerism: MNCs promote a cture of
conspicuous consumption.For this, theychangethe design of the
productsvery fast and the older ones lose relevance in a short span of
time. This triggers consumerism among the peofensumerisnmas an
overwhelming impact on peopleChanging dress, diet, drink, use of
consumable goods propels them for lavish spending. This they take as a
status symbol. Sometimes people go for exhibiting a life style which
does not commensurate with their income. They get into debt traps.
Many times people swayed away by extreme forms of consumerism
ignore the essential needs which deteriorate their quality of life. This

makes the society sick too.

Corruption and Crime: Extreme materialism promoted by MNCs corrupt
people. Material and moral instinct seldom go hand in hand. Crime
rates escalate due to the consumerist attitude fostered by the MNCs.
People try to strengthen their buying power by short cut and easy
means. For this they use violence and adhere to corrupt practices. But
at the end of the day there is moral degradation of the people, but

material prosperity of the MNCs.

Healthcare Attitudes: MNCs have given birth to a new set of health
problems among its employees. Lifestylerelated ailments are on the
rise. Hectic routines, targets and deadlines are resulting in stresses and

pressures. A destructive lifestyle hasl Ito a host of medical crises like
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stress, mul-life crisis, ulcers, nervous disorders, hypertension, sitiye

cardiac disease, diabetetc.

Brain Drain: Thelucrative salarie®f the MNCsattract talent from the

host countries. Cross national employment is becoming common due to
the rise of the MNCsT he term “brain drain”
situation when talent goes out to other countries. EFrMMNCsthus
promote brain drain. The host country fails to get the services of
talented people whom it had nurtured (o) far.
Cultural Changes: MNCs use, develop and continually refine their
mar keting tactics to create ywusensume
social marketing andigours advertisements with the celebrities to

project their products, especially affecting the youth, women and
children as they are generally attracted to glamour. Special events,
festivals and campaigns are organized to crdatpe. This changes the

dress, diet, dance, drinks traditionally used by a cult\WW&h the spread

of MNCs '’ operations in a society,

increases All these bring cultural changes.

Negative marketing: When introducingheir products, MNCs exaggerate
the qualities to the level of cheating and lying. Aggressive campaigns
with false claims are launched. Local products are ridici@#ddren and
youth are special targetsyhile women are treated as commodities to
project the products, affecting the existing value framework of the

societies.

Business promotion through charity: Some MNCs are involved in

charitable and welfare work in the host societies as well. However, the
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amount given by them in charity is not comparable tteeir profits.

Charity is used as a means to make profit.

Violation of human rights: Exploitation of workers by large business
corporations is a common phenomenon. Most workers are exposed to
hazardous and inhuman conditions, overexertion and finandalse.

The labour legislations are rarely adhered to. This affects labour interest

and social security are minimal under the MNCs.

Stresses on the Family: MNCs af f ect t he host SsocC
many ways. The new cultures and lifestyles introduicgd/INCgrove to

be harmful to the family fabric in host societies. Overspending and living
beyond means eventually creates economic pressures and develops
tensions and stresses within familiesWomen working in MNCs
encounter severe role conflictRarents have little time for their families,

particularly childrenThe caring role of the family declines.

3.5.8Concluding Comments:

MNCs have both a positive and a negative impact on host societies, even

in the developed world. MNCs have contributed a lotthe growth of
developed countries and both have progressed side by sidée

negative impacts of MNCs have given birttatstrong and vibrant global

justice movementThenegative impacts of MNCs need to be addressed
through some positive interventions. MNCs need to conduct social
resear ch related to the host SOoCi ¢
certain portions of their profits to social sector development, particularly
education and human resource development in the host societies. Host

countries should pressurise MNCs to look into the local needs, ensuring



that benefits and burdens of MNCs are evenly distributed and favour
lower-income groups, protect culture. Fair tmad environmental
protection should be imposed on the MNCs to make them ooly
economy friendly, but eco supportive in character. Under such situations

the MNCs can achieve their desired purpose.

NGOS

NGOs stand for Non Governmentaig@nisations. Sincéne 1980s, non
governmental organizations (NGOs) have emerged as an important force
working to democratize decisiemaking processes, protect human rights
and provide essential services to the most needy. They have become
(NGOs) quite prominent in the fok of international development in
recent decadesTheyare now recognized as key third sector actors on
the landscapes of development, human rights, humanitarian action,

environment, and many other areas of public action.

In recent years, the arena of KiGaction has expanded rapidly fno
local and national settings arttie international level. The institutional
transformations that are occurring in the context of globalizatiavén
seen international actorsuch as United Nations agencies, regional
organkations, finance and trade institutions and transnational
corporations— as well as NGOs. NGOs have beendataers to this
evolving system of global governance but are now finding ways to
influence the international decisiemaking process associated it

development issues.

3.6.1 Defining NGOs



Nongovernmental organizations, or NGOsere first called such in

Article 71in the Charter of the newly formed United Nations 1845.
While NGOs have no fixed or formal definition, they are generally

defined as nomprofit entities independent of governmental influence

A nongovernmental organization (NGO, also often referred to as "civil
society organization" or CSO) is a non fprayroup, principally
independent from government control, which is organized on a local,
national or international level to address issues in support of the public
good. Tasloriented and made up of people with a common interest,
NGOs perform a varietyf services and humanitarian functions, bring
public concerns to governments, monitor policy and programme
implementation, and encourage participation of civil society
stakeholders at the community level. Some are organized around specific

issues, such asuman rights.

The Worl d Bank defines NGOs as “pr
activities to relieve suffering, promote the interests of the poor, protect
the environment, provide basic social services, or undertake community

devel opment .

A nongovernmenal organization (NGO) is a nprofit, citizenbased
group that functions independently of government. NGOs, sometimes
called civil societies, are organized on community, national and
international levels to serve specific social or political purposes,aaad

cooperative, rather than commercial, in nature.

A nongovernmental organization (NGO) is any #pyofit, voluntary

citizens' group which is organized on a local, national or international
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level. Tasloriented and driven by people with a commonerest, NGOs
perform a variety of service and humanitarian functions, bring citizen
concerns to Governments, advocate and monitor policies and encourage
political participation through provision of informatiodissemination.
Some are organized around gpiEc issues, such as human rights,
environment or health. They provide analysis and expertise, serve as
early warning mechanisms and help monitor and implement

international agreements.

In practice, the term “pife@akingwich used
seek to influence the policy of governments and international
organizations and/or to complement government services (such as
health and education). They usually have a formal structure, offer
services to people and are, in most cases, registered wétonal

authorities. NGOs vary hugetheir size, scope of activity and goals.

NGOS are civil society organisatio@svil society is seen as a social
sphere separate from both the state and the marké&lvil society
organizations (CSOs)are non-state, not-for-profit, voluntary
organizations formed by people the social sphere. This term is used to
describe a wide range of organizations, networks, associations, groups
and movements that are independent from government and that
sometimes come togetheto advance their common interests through
collective action. Traditionally, civil society includes all organizations that
occupy the 'social space' between the family and the state, excluding

political parties and firms.

3.6.2 Genesis and Growth of NGOs:



The term, "norgovernmental organization" or NGO, came into currency

in 1945 because of the need for the UN to differentiate in its Charter
between participation rights for intergovernmental specialized agencies

and those for international private orgations.The term thus has its

roots in the history of the United Nations. When the UN Charter was
drawn up i n 1945 ,.gotvhea ndnesit i a toiragm n'i
awarded to international nofstate organizations which gained

consultative status in UBctivities.

Professor of anthropology, Richard Robbins, in his boslabal
Problems and the Culture of Capitalism suggests a few reasons why
NGOs have become increasingly important in the past decade or so.

Amongst themthe important are:

U The end ofthe Cold War made it easier for NGOs to operate

U Communicéions advances, especially theternet, have helped
create new global communities and bonds between-hkaded
people across state boundariemnd this laid the foundation of
International NGOs.

U Increased resources, growing professionalism and more
employment opportunities in NGOalso strengthened the NGO
movement.

U Perhaps most imprtant, Robbins suggestshat NGOs have
developed as part of a larger, neoliberal economic and political
agenda. Shi§ in economic and political ideology have lent to
incressing support of NGOs from governments and official aid

agencies in response.



From the late 1980s, NGOs assumed a far greater role in
development than previously. NGOs were first discovered and
then celebrated by the international donor community as bringing

fresh solutions to longstanding development problems
characterized by inefficient government to government aid and
ineffective development projects. Within the subsequent effort to
liberalize ecoo mi es and “r ol | back’’ t he
adjustment policies, NGOs came to be seen as a-eaftsitive
alternative to public sector service delivery. In the pGstid War

era the international donor community began to advocate a new
policy agnda of ‘‘“good governance’'’
outcomes as emerging from a balanced relationship between

government, market, and third sector. Within this paradigm, NGOs

al so came to be seen as part of

Important changes irmainstream developmenthinking and practice,
including new ideas about participation, empowerment, gender, and a
range of peoplecentered appraches to poverty reduction work gave a

boost to the worldwide mushrooming of NGONGOs embodied ‘ a
philosoply that recognizes the centrality of people gevelopment
policies, and t hather factois gaveathemmn g w
“‘“comparati ve gaveinmaentt ages’’' over
NGOdhave their distinceidvantages over government organisations. The
followingamong them need a mention

U NGOs have the competency of achieving the correct relationship

between development processes and outcomes;

U NGOs have a wider reach to the poor and the target groups.



U NGOs can stir better participation among the people aret¢by
can create a participatory development proses

U NGOs can make the botterap approach of policy possible.

U NGOs are more flexible and responsive to their works;

U NGOs are able to work with and strengthen local institutions;

U NGOs have the ability @mchieve outcomes at less cost.

3.6.3Characteristics of NGOs

Fowler (1988) has identified two key distinctive characteristics of NGOs.
Firstly, the relationship of the NGO with intended beneficiaries is based
upon principles of voluntarismmather than those of control which is
typical of a government. This means that intended beneficiaries are
involved in program

design and management and if this happens, the programs stand a
better chance of success as they are more likely to be relevadt an
attractive. Secondly, it is argued that NGOs have a task oriented
approach that permits themto achieve appropriate organizational
development, which encourages change and diversity rather than
control and uniformity, which may hamper progress.

Thefollowings are some of the characteristics of the NGOs which make it
different from Government organisations.

Voluntary:

NGOs are formed voluntarily by citizens with an element of voluntary
participation in the organization, whether in the form of small numgbe

of board members or large numbers of members or time given by
volunteers.

Independent:



NGOs are independent within the laws of society, and controlled by
those who have formed them or by elected or appointed boards. The
legal status of NGOs is based freedom of associatierone of the
most basic human rights.

Not-for-profit:

NGOs are not for private personal profit or gain. NGOs may, in many
countries, engage in reventgenerating activities, but must use the

revenue solely in pursuit of the orgamiz i on’ s mi ssi on.
enterprises, NGOs have employees who are paid for what they do.
Boards are not usually paid for the work they perform, but may be
reimbursed for expenses they incur in the course of performing their
board duties.

Not self-serving in aims and related values:

The aims of NGOs are to improve the circumstances and prospects of
people and to act on concerns and issues detrimental to the-lbstig,

circumstances, or prospects of people or society as a whole.

3.6.4 Types of NGOs:

NGOs can be classified on various criteria and accordingly, different

types of NGOs emerge.
On the Basis of Orientation: Basing on orientation NGOs can be

U Charitable NGOs: Doing charity for the needy, poor, providing
disaster relief .For e.g. Red Cross
U Service NGOs: Making provision of health, family planning or

education For e.g. CARE



U Participatory NGOs: Accelerating selhelp projects with local
people involvement .For e.g. Habitat for Humanity

U Empowering NGOs: Helping poor people develop elearer
understanding of social, political, and economic factors. For e.g.

Amnesty International

On the basis of operation: Basing orthe level of operatiof\GOs can be

17 Community-based Organizations (CBOs) arise out of
people's own initiatives. These canclude sports clubs,
women's organizations, and neighbourhood organizations,
religious or educational organizations. There are a large
variety of these, some supported by NGOs, national or
international NGOs, or bilateral or international agencies,
and dhers independent of outside help. Some are devoted
to raising the consciousness of the urban poor or helping
them to understand their rights in gaining access to needed
services while others are involved in providing such services.

1 Citywide Organizations include organizations such as the
Rotary or lion's Club, chambers of commerce amlstry,
coalitions of business, ethnic or educational groups and
associations of community organizations. Some exist for
other purposes, and become involved in helping plo®r as
one of many activities, while others are created for the

specific purpose of helping the poor.



1 National NGOs include organizations such as the Red Cross,
YMCAs/YWCAs, professional organizations etc. Some of
these have state and city branches assist local NGOs.

1 International NGOs range from secular agencies such as
Save the Children organizations, OXFAM, CARE, Ford and
Rockefeller Foundations to religiously motivated groups.
Their activities vary from mainly funding local NGOs,
institutions and projects, to implementing the projsct

themselves.

On the basis of Acronyms: Basing oracronymsNGOs can be

INGO
INGO means international non govt. organisation. For example UNO
and ILO are INGO.

BINGO

BINGO means business oriented international NGOARE, Red

Cross and Green peaceare the examples of BINGO

ENGO

ENGO means environmental NG®@/orld Nature Organisation.



GONGO

GONGO means govt. operated NGO.
QUANGO

QUANGO means quasitonomous NGO National Institute for

Clinical Excellence (NICE)
TANGO

TANGGOneans TechnicabssistanceNGO
CSO

CSO means civii society organisati Action Aid

Types of NGO on t he basi s of

1. Operational

Operational NGO is that type of NGO which are created for

development projects.

2. Advocacy



Advocag NGO is that type of NGO which are created for awareness

generation projects.

Broadly, four basic types NGOs can be noted. They are:

Humanitarian aid groups: The primary objective of humanitarian aid is
to save lives, alleviate suffering, and maintamntan dignity both in
emergency response and developmentakojects. Examples are:
Norwegian Refugee Councmerican Refugee Committe®octors of

the World, Direct Relief International, Mercy Corps International (MCI),
International Medical Corps, CARElunteers in Technical Assistance,
Save the Childreetc.

Advocacy groups: Such INGOs do not supgid per se, instead focus on
advocacy of specific issues to draw public, national, international
attention with the aim of making a difference immediatelydachanging
policy

Examples: Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, International
Rescue Committee, Refugees International, Physicians for Human/Health
Rights,

Faith-based groups: These are humanitarian aid groups originally
founded on faith princigs but do not use religion as a part of the aid
given Examples aréMercy Corps or International Rescue Committee,
Shelter Now, Habitat International, Cure International, World Vision,

Catholic Relief Services, Church World Service, Norwegian Church Aid

Missionary aid groups: These NGOs eek t o “spread t he
humanitarian aid to access to those who need conversion, more or less

conditional aid Exampl es: of such



Ships,3.6.5 Role of NGOS in the Era of Globalisation: The end of the
Cold War had brought * power shift’ I n whi ch
increasingly found that they now had to share their authovitiyhin the
globalizing economy, with a growing number of international
organizations and NGOGlobalizatiormeant that states were gradually
being confronted withthe weakening or even undermining of their
power and authority, and now faced the challenge of governing through
the management of relationships with NGO$e emergence of NGOs as
increasingly higiprofile players in the new processes of global
governance is itself an outcome of liberal globalizatioereasingly, the
existence of NGOs is proving to be a necessity rather than a luxury in
societies throughout the modern world. Prompted by the inadedgsc

of the state and the market, citizens across the globe have developed
organizations of civil societyNGOs-to help address a wide variety of

social needs.

The rapid growth and expansion of NGOs worldwide attest to their
growing critical role in the development process. At the international
level, NGOs are perceived as vehicles for providing democratization and
economic growth in Third World countries. Withihird World countries,
NGOs are increasingly considered good substitutes for weak states and
markets in the promotion of economic development and the provision of

basic services to people.

NGOs are seen as a catalyst for societal change. They realisepd e’ s
need at the local or ground level and become responsive to the needs and
problems of their clients. NGOs are sensitive to the needs of the

marginalised population usually the poor, women and children. By



targeting and reaching to the marginalizadd disadvantaged groups in
society, NGOs are being heralded as "important vehicles for

empowerment, democratization and economic development.”

In the era of globalisation stressing on a neo liberal economy where
market dominates and state gradually dmpeears on the development
front, some NGOs are tiden by strong values and interestgeared
toward empowering communities that have been traditionally
disempowered." International donor agencies see NGOs as "having the
capacity and commitment to make up for the shortcomings of the state
and market in reducing poverty." NGOs come to tlescue of the
powerless, poverty stricken people. Their greatest potential lies in
generating sethelp solutions to problems of poverty and powerlessness
in society. NGOs being independent, efficient, less bureaucratic,
grassroots oriented, participatoryn charactercontribute tremendously

to sustainable development ithe grassroots. But for NGOs to remain
independent of donor or elite control and achieve their social and
economic goals, they have to work diligently toward capacity building
and financal sustainability. In this context, it can be noted that NGOs
have come not only as supplements to state efforts but sometimes they
act as substitutes for state endeavour. Particularly, when state funding is
being withdrawn and state is in a receding statéGOs are gaining

prominence as vehicles of welfare, development progress and change.

NGOs are increasingly playing an important role in the development
process of most Third World countries. The growing importance of NGOs
in the development process isttabuted to the fact that they are

considered suitable for promoting participatory grassroots development



and selfreliance, especially among marginalized segments of seciety
namely, the poor, women and children. In fact, some NGOs seek to
organize and imolve the marginalized groups in their own development.
And sometimes, they try to link their clients to the powerful segments of
society by providing access to resources that are normally out of reach to
the poor. For example, within developmeatiented NGOs,
microfinance institutions (MFIs) try to contribute to the economic
improvement of the poor by bringing in new income from outside the
community, preventing income from leaving the community, providing
new self employment opportunities and stimulatindgpackward and

forward linkages to other community enterprises.

Most developmervoriented NGOs in the Third World use innovative
development strategies and interventions such as the "minimalist cost
effective approach (favored by microfinance institutiopsyerty lending
programs), "assisted saléliance” or "participatory development.”
Overall, NGOs appear well suited to adapt the use of such innovative
strategies because of their smaltale of operations, flexibility and great
capacity to mobilize resaoes and to organize people to solve their own
problems. The new development strategies perceive people as active
participants of their own development. These "botteup" development
strategies stand in sharp contrast to the "tdpwn" capitalist and state
socialist models of development. Both the capitalist model based on
"trickle-down" and the state socialist model of "egalitarian
development” based on central/state planning of economic activity have
failed to meet basic needs of the poor, women and akidand have

not helped these marginalized groups to solve their own problems. Both

models offer no real choice to the poor about immediate local problems



faced or needs. Both forms of institutionalized "tdpwn" directed
development discourage popularticen participation and demphasize
peoplecentered development activity. And finally, both models stress
large-scale, capital intensive projects that are susceptible to elite control,

corruption, and inefficiency.

NGOs deliver small miracles every dayracles that governments and
United Nations agencies fail to delivém.the developing world, the role

of NGOs is often critical. In years of drought or famine, the-non
governmental organisations have been pivotal in providing food to those
most marginéised. NGOs often provide essential services in the
developing world that in developed countries governmental agencies or
institutions would provide. Normally, NGOs provide services that are in
line with current incumbent governmental policy, acting aatgbutor

to economic development, essential services, employment. In a wider
approach, NGOs are also the source and centre of social justice to the
marginalised members of society in developing countries or failed states.
NGOs are often left as the onlpnes that defend or promote the

economic needs and requirements for developing states.

Thus, NGOs have three primary roles in advancing modern societies.
First, NGOs provide opportunity for the selganization of society.
NGOs enable citizens to workgether voluntarily to promote social
values and civic goals which are important to them. They promote local
initiative and problerrsolving. Through their work in a broad array of
fields — environment, health, poverty alleviation, culture & the arts,
educaton, etc.— NGOs reflect the diversity of society itself. They are

established and sustained by individuals working collectively in their



communities. By empowering citizens and promoting change at the
“grass roots”, NGOs bot h ralisem@amnde sent
diversity that are characteristic of vibrant and successful modern

societies.

Second, NGOs preserve a unique and essential space between the for
profit sector and government. Clearly private enterprise is efficient at
producing goods angdrivate wealth. Government is best when it focuses
on providing and managingpublic goods. The nonprofits,
nongovernmental sector helps fulfil theommongood. A vibrant third
sector provides a fulcrum for balancing the state and the free market.
This middle grond is an essential arena for promoting additional checks
and balances in society. Only independent organizations can serve as
watchdogs of both government and business. At the same time, NGOs
can build creative and productive partnerships across and antbeag
three sectors- partnerships that draw on the unique strengths of each

to advance the common good.

Finally, NGOs enable experimentation and social change by taking on
chall enges that that the public and
Civil so@ty organizations are able to take risks that are economically
unacceptable to business and politically unacceptable to government. In
modern societies across the globe, countless innovations pioneered by
NGOs have subsequently been adopted as governmaidyp Numerous
model s of service delivery that ar
were devised, tested, and improved over many years of experimentation

by NGOs.In addition, NGO advocacy campaigns induce reluctant



governments to adopt policy reforms anfbrce improvements in

business practices.

As modernizing economies increasingly shift to free markets and private
enterprise, they often experience a decline in social cohesion and an
increase in economic and social inequity. In these circumstances the
nongovernmental sector has proven to be an essential mitigating force
that helps create a healthier balance between the potential excesses of
capitalism and the inefficiencies and limited resources of the state. This

has certainly been the case in my own oty.

The United Nations has recognised the special role that NGOs hold. The
Millennium Development Goals, as well as the United Nations
Development Programme have recognised the work put in by NGOs in

developing countries.

3.6.6 Challenges faced by NGOS: The following are the challengéasced
by NGOs.

Lack of Funds: NGOdacedifficulty in finding sufficient, appropriate and
continuous funding for their work. They have Ilimited resource
mobilization skills.They heavily depend on donors for getting funds.

There is a lack of financial, project and organizational sustainability.

Poor Governance: NGOs suffer from poor governanc®lany NGOs
mismanage their resourcesl his defames them and puts an end to their
lives.

Absence of Strategic Planning: Few NGOs havstrategic plans which

would enable them to have ownership over their mission, values and



activities. This leaves them vulnerable to the whims of donors and makes
it difficult to measure their impact over time.

Poor Networking: It isa major challenge. s the cause of duplication of
efforts, conflicting strategies at community level, a lack of learning from
experience and an inability of NGOs to address local structural causes of
poverty, deprivation and undedevelopment. Negative competition for
resouces also undermines the reputation of the sector and the
effectiveness of NGO activities at community level. As a result there is a
great deal of suspicion among NGOQ4any NGOs, large and small,
intervene at community level without any community mappiagd
implement projects without due regard to ongoing community
initiatives.

NGO politics: NGOs compete with one another for funds. This not only
brings conflict among them, but they indulge into politics and sometimes
take recourse to unethical means torrange funds for their
sustainability. This impairs their vision, mission and action.

Poor Communications: Many NGOs have little or no access to reliable
email and internet connections.h&y receive almost no literature on
development issues and are geadly out of touch with issues of global,
regional and national importancerlhis keeps them away from delivering
the need based development services.

Limited Capacity: NGOs have limited technical and organizational
capacity. Few NGQsdertakecapacity buding programmes for them
Weak capacity in fundraising, governance, technical areas of
development and leadership and management paralyse their functions.
Development Approaches: Many NGOsstill focusupona “ wel f ar e”

approachr at her t han “r i1 g hrhey dail tb reated ” a |



awareness for sustainability and ownership of development
interventions by communities.This fails to make the people the real
participants and keep them at the recipient level. This is not eraged

by the donor agencies and creates problems in NGO funding.
Relationships with INGOs: Local NGOs fail to compete with the INGOs.
INGOs often intervene without any concern for the building of
sustainable locatommunities. They pay government and commity
members to participate in their projects while local NGOs have no facility
for doing so. INGOs

pay high salaries and attragtersonnel which keep the local NGOs at
loss Political Interference: NGO leadergncounterthe interference of
local politicians and civic leaders as a major hindrance to their work.
Where NGOs are involved in sensitive issues, such as land disputes, local
leaders can threaten NGOs with -degistration. This political
interference mars their aownomy in functioning.

Regional NGO Networks: Regional and thematic networkare often
absent for NGOs. For this tiNGOdfail to share research, approaches,
resources, capacityp work. They stick to their traditional vision, mission
and action which dmot prove to be delivering for development.

New NGO Act: The NGO Bill and Atprovides both opportunities and
threats to the NGO communityRestriction on NGO operations,
accountability fixing makes them operate under stringent controls. On
the one hadtheir area of operation is expanded, on the other hand the
financial liberty is withdrawn which puts a restriction on the mode of
their functioning.

Selected INGOs provide potential partnerships: Progressive INGOsok

for partner with local institutions ad have the ability to provide



financial, technical and institution building support. Some also support
thematic and issudased advocacy Initiatives that enhance local

networking and address the structural causes of poverty, inequity and
injustice. Many N5Os are devoid of these specialities needed. This

creates identity crisis for them and sustainability problems.

Thus, with the wake ofthe 21st century, when globalisation is in full
sway, NGOs hold a great promise to provide dedfp solutions to
problems of poverty and powerlessness in many Third World societies.
They are increasingly making up for the shortcomings of the state and
market in reducing poverty in Third World countries. tharmore, their
future role in development is expected to increase precisely because of
favourable international donor supportheir growing role and expected
contribution to Third World development, NG@se considered to be
panacea andthe "magic bulleét for solving the problems of
development. Development landscape of the globalised world cannot

become visible without the substantive role of the NGOs.

3.7Key Words: International Economic Institutions, World Bank Group,
Sustainable Economic Growth, Sftwral Adjustment Policies (SAPS),
International Economic Cooperation,Exchange Rate Stability,
International Payment Systen®ligopolistic Structure, Consumerism,

Civil Society Organization" or CSO
3.8 References:

1. World Bank Group (2011) A Guide te World Bank



2.Kapur, Deved,ewisJohn P.Webb, Richard (1997) The World Bank Its

First Half Century, Brookings Institution Press

3. Peet, Richard(2009) Unholy Trinity: The IMF, World Bank and
WTO,ZED books

4. Vreeland, James Raymond (2003) ThHdF and Economic

Development, Cambridge University Press

5. International Monetary Fundhttps://www.imf.org/

6. Bryan,Mercurio(2009)Reflections on the World Trade Organization
and the Prospects for Its Future Melbourne Journal of International
Law

7. VanGrasstek, Craig(2013) the History and Future oMIdid Trade
OrganisationWTO Publications

8. Pitelis, Christos; Roger Sugden (2008g Nature of the Transnational

Firm Routledge

9. Crotty, Epstein and Kel(998). Multinational Corps in Néiberal Regime.

Cambridge University Press

10Wei zsacker, Er nst Ul rich von NGO’

www.un.ord/.../ngoconference/

11.Sarkar, Asok Kumar edt.(2008)NGOS and Globalisation

12. Krut, Riva (1997) Globalization and Civil Society: NGO Influence in
International DecisioiMaking, UNRISD


https://www.imf.org/
https://books.google.com/books?id=mXjeiQYR088C&printse
https://books.google.com/books?id=mXjeiQYR088C&printse
http://www.un.org/.../ngoconference/

3.9. Review Exercise

Essay Type Questions

1. Discuss the objectives and functions of the World Bank as an
international agency in the globalised world.

Mention a few criticisms raised against the World Bank.
Discuss in detail the objectigeand functions of the IMF.

Highlight the main criticisms against the IMF.

a M 0D

Make a comparative analysis between the World bank and
the IMF.

Explicate the origin, objectives and functions of the W.T.O.
Elaborate the main criticisms against WTO.

Define MNC ath explain its characteristics.

© © N O

Write down the relative advantages and disadvantages of
the MNCs for the host country.

10.Analyse the role of N.G.Os in the era of globalisation.

11 Explain the emerging challenges faced by N.G.Os.

Short answer type questions:

Write a note on the origin of The World Bank.

Give an account of the structure of the World Bank.
Mention a few criticisms raised against the World Bank.
Delineate the membership pattern of the IMF.

Sketch out the origin of the IMF.

L o

Bring out the differencebetween GATT and W.T.O.



7. Elucidate the comparative advantages of N.G.O.s over

governmental agencies.

8. Write a note on the genesis and growth of N.G.Os.
9. Define NGOSs and discuss its types.
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4.7. Review Exercise

Unit-IV

The present unit intends to impress upon the readers the new
environment created through the process of globalisation. More
specifically the focus is on the cultural repercussions of globalisation. As
culture is the identity of a society and is a way of lifethis unit attempt

has been made to describe how as a social process globalisation changes
the existing lifestyles, values, beliefs and practices of the people brining a
distinct identity for the community under the sway of globalisation. The
cultural danges with regard to the ideology pursued like consumerism,
freedom and individualism are the thrust areas dealt with in this unit.
Finally, how this cultural change affects the lives of the poor and women

who become the worst victims of globalisation @leo dealt with.

4.0 Objectives: After studying this unit, it is expected that the student

can

1 Gain an insight into the cultural dimensions of globalisation.

1 Acquire knowledge about the triplicate process otiltural
harmonisation  cultural homogenisation, and uitural
hegemonisationwhich symbolise the process of cultural change

emerging from globalisation.



1 Accumulate ideas about the ethos of globalisation in terms of
growing individualism, freedom and consumerism and their

impactontheind vi dual ' s and the society’
9 Ascertain the cultural impact of globalisation on the poor and

women.

Globalization and Culture

4.1Introduction:

Globalization hagut its footprints on every sphere of life. Globalization
is the resultant of thenterchange of worldly views, opinions and the
various aspects of the culture everywhere around the world. The
interchange of world views, informatioand ideas has resulted in a
major transformation of the lifestyle and living standard of people
globally. Culture is no bar to this transformation process. The deep
rooted traditions and customs have loosened up their hold with the
emergence of globalization. Integration has changezicultural identity

of many communitiesby introducing modernity. It hasreated an
international platform for maintaining evenness in the living mode of the
people all over the world.
Globalization was initiated with the masses travelling to other
geographic areas for exploration. This brought inter exchasfgdeas
and culures. @iltural practicesof the exploring community and the
explored community were equally changed by such meeting and
exchange This took an added momentum in the period following
globalisation. In the era of globalisation, the various means of

telecommunication, social media, and aat importantly the internet



have playeda big role in the intermingling of culturesulminating in
transplantations, transitions and ultimate transformations of culture.
4.1.1Discourses relating to The Impact of Globalisation on Culture

Two powerful scenarios dominates the public discourse about the
cultural consequences of globalization. The one very common scenario
represents globalization as cultural homogenization (for example
Benjamin BarbersMcWorld). In this scenario theculturally distinct
societies of the world are being overrun by globally available goods,
media, ideas and institutions. In a world where people from Vienna to
Sidney eat Big Macs, wear Benetton clothes, watch MTV or CNN, talk
about human rights and workn their IBM computers culturetend to
become alike andthe distinct identities tend toget eroded. This
endangers local cultures. As these commodities and ideas are mostly of
western origin, globalization is perceived as westernization in disguise.
The dher scenario is that of cultural fragmentation and intercultural
conflict (encapsulated in HuntingtonSlash of civilizationgand most
recently "confirmel" by the ethnocides in Jugoslay. Here the contrast
occurs. The local cultures fail to encounteettides of global culture.
Resistance and revolts take place to save the local culture and creates

the ugly scenario of cultural clash.

4.1.2 The Three H syndrome

There are three viewpoints on the impact of globalization of Western
culture: (a) it is havip a homogenizing effect, (b) it is leading to the
development of new hybrid cultural forms, and (c) it results in both
homogeneity and hybridizationChis is popularly known as the three H

syndrome relating to cultural globalisation.



Globalisation results cultural harmonisation. The compression of time
and space, development of technologies, mass migration resulting from
globalisation poses a threat to cultural diversity. They bring the cultures
of different communitieshither to segregated and isolatdd proximity

to each other. Agultures are everevolving; changing and developing,
they are open enough to receive the influence of the alien cultures when
they come across each other.The close interaction of groups has its

utmost influence on each bter S cul tur e. Thi s

harmonisationor what is termed as cultural integration

Cultural harmonisation results in cultural hybridisation and
homogenisation. Contact with a culture valued better and higher gives
birth to cultural hybridiséion. Cultural hybridisation and homogenisation
are the terms that describe negative cultural change through loss
of diversity. Homogenisation is a clear consequence of globalisation. It
describes the tendency of cultures to tenomtards a uniformed way of
life by adopting sameness. It reduces culture dividascording to
Richard Barnett and John Cavanagh, "the impact of this homogenisation
on the rich cultural diversity of communities all around the world is
immense". Homogenisation reduces diversitgéeneral The differences

in culture are over shadowed lyltural uniformity. When the dominant
culture prevails over the non dominant weak culture, the scenario gives
birth to what is called cultural hegemonisation. In the era of
globalisation, the cultw of the west is gripping the cultures of the entire
world. This process of westernisatiavhich is occurring in the world
today is hegemonisation. fie cultural trendis towards homogenising
with Western culture.The western, capitalist way of life imposeéself

upon cultures the world over.The supporters of the cultural



homogenization thesis maintain that the spread of globalization through
global media, information systems and multinational dispensations has
led to the erosion of local culturesandtiad i ons. According

the villages of Lower Bavaria, just as in Calcutta, Singapore or the

favel as of Ri o de Janeiro, peopl ¢
and smoke Marlboro Since the images of American popular culture are
everywhere, itmay not be wrong to claim that ultimately all cultural
differences will vanish and some sort of cultural sameness, promoted by
immensely powerful, transnational media establishments, will get

superimposed.

Cultural homogenisation is noted through  westevation.
Westernisation is a danger to cultural diversity. Professor Ali Mazrui of
Binghampton University uses the term "hegemonisation” to describe the
same phenomenon; the meaning is the same, as it is the Western world
that has become the powerful infénce: By the twentyfirst century
people dress more alike all over the world than they did at the end of the
nineteenth century. This will lead to cultural homogenizati@ut the
dress code which is getting globalized is overwhelmirigéy western

dresscode giving birth to the process of hegemonization

Fukuyama rejects the view that globalization is leading to cultural
homogeneity. There may be homogenization of certain aspects of the
economy and the society, but, at the same time, there will be an
affirmation of distinctive cultural identities. If the process of cultural
homogeni zation takes place, it wild/
think that because we have advanced communications technology, and

are able to project global television culaumworldwide, this will lead to



homogeni zation on a deeper cul tur al

done just the opposite.

“For exampl e, there i1 s probably 1|e
greater emphasis on the difference between the cultureghaf United
States and Asia today than there wa
Asia looked up to the United States as a model of modernization. Now,
Asians look at American urban decay and the decline of the family and
they feel that America is not aery attractive model. Communications
technology has allowed both Asians and Americans to see each other

more clearl vy, and it turns out they

4.1.3The Particular Impacts of Globalisation on Culture

David Held andAnt hony McGrew’ s definition
“t he e xspakenglowinggmagnitude, speeding up and deepening
impact of transcontinental flows angatterns ons o c i a | I .ntt er ac
clearly testifies the depth, dimensions and speed of the psecef
globalisation Arjun Appadurai argued that globalization has produced
complex interactions betweedifferent cultures. He discusses about five

‘ s c a pesudting out of globalisationwhich influence culture and
argued thatthese factors ensure cultal diversity and not cultural
homogeneity or domination. The fivegapes are about the types of
movements in the form of ethnoscapes, mediascapeshnoscapes
financescapes and ideoscap&thnoscape refer to flows of people such

as tourists and immignts. Technoscape include technology that crosses
boundaries. Financescapes refer to flows of currency markets.

Mediascapes refer to mass media technology and imageaghing



different countries and cultureldeoscapes also refer to images but
specificallyto the political and ideological aspeatkanging due to the
impact of globalisation. These are the five important dimensions of
culture of a society including material and non material culture
Appadurai argues that the act of consumptistyle and contat is an
important part of the culture of a society. Today consumption pattern
repreents a convergence of globatultural processes. To him,
globalisation has introduced the world with a consumer revolution. The
late industrial society has joined this rgumer revolution to maximise

its profit. Today almost all kinds of goods and serviaes availablein

any part of the world with respect to literature, cinema, music, food,
clothing, accessories et@/estern culture has diffused to all parts of the
world to a considerable degree. Anyhow thaltural transmission is not

a one way process. The popularity of Islam and cuisines of Asén,
American and African in western countries is an example of two way
process. Today the global culture is brought tbd local level and the
local culture is carried to the global level. Glocalisation is the common

outcome of the process of globalisation.

Cultural dimensions of globalisation results in clash of civilizations
arising out of cultural struggle. h& politicd scientist Samuel P
Hunti ngtoni n hiofsCivibzationls and Rémaking ¢f ¢he h
Wo r | d d0ggekes that soon the world is going to witness a cultural
struggle According to him, the fundamental conflicttime world will not

be ideological opolitical. But the great divisions among humankind will
be cultural. He also argued that nation states will remain thest
powerful actors in world affairs. e principal conflicts of global politics

will occur not between nations and groupsbut between different



civilizations. The clash of civilizations will dominglt@bal politicsThis is
again a corollary from the cultural impact and hegemonisation of certain

cultures pushing the weaker culture to its doom.

Quitural globalizationis closely associetl with the role of media and
communication Media and communicatiomre the vehicles of cultural
dissemination. Globalization and communication are deeply tangled.
There is @ommon agreement among the scholars that practically, there
would be no globalation without media and communication. Media

have a central place in globalization fbe followingreasons.

9 Media corporations have increasingly globalized their operations
1 Global communication infrastructure facilitates global information

flows.

Glokal media play a key role iproviding aview of eventsoccurring
across the worla&aindin developingshared system of meaniramong the
people of the planet The breaking up of space and time as a result of
electronic media hakeightenedthe globalinteradion regardless of the
disparities. The contemporary method of communication \&kered by

the new phenomena such as participatory journalism, online
communities and transnational activism organized through online
networks. Globalization has resulted imapid growth of social relations
and social organizations on the internet. The emergence of new
communication through online has been influencing the minds and
brains of people througlsocial networks, movies, blogs, online open

debate forum etc. Thus masmedia plays a largemle in cultural



diversity than in cultural standardizatiofihis is no doubt an important
dimension of cultural globalisation.

The emergence of an Americanized World isab&come of thegrowth

of globalization. A converging comeer behaviour andédstes with the
American model is not onlg blueprint for global cultureput also a
major impact of globalization on culture. Tleenergence of English as
the dominant language in business and academic works is another
example of how ctlire gets drifted towards the homogenising influence

of globalisation.

UIf Hannerz used the¢ er m ‘“ creol i zati on’ to sy
western cultures being transformed and reconceptualised outside the
Western world. There are positive aspects faultural globalization It

fosters diversity When there is aninteraction between boundaries

mixing of culturetakes place. Thisesults in pluralisation. Theres
condensation and differentiation on ideas which brought many unique
aspects of certaigulture into lime light. The concept of glocalization has
gained popularity which would help improving standards of life,
without hampering the local tradition. Diversity itself has become a
global value now It is promoted by international organizationsé
movements.Thus, Globalization has got huge impacts on cultural sphere.
There is no question on the formsf ubiquitous, homogenous and
hegemonic forms that spread through everyday life. Howetlerte are

also important forms of reproduction, intercoention and timespace

aspect of thesecultures and associated cultural practiceArnett
suggestsinhiar t iTdhlee psychol ogy of gl obali.i

face the challenge of adapting not only to their local culture but also to



the global societyHe argued that, as a consequence of globalization,
most people in the world, and adolescents in particular, now develop a
bicultural identity: one rooted in their local culture, and another part is
attributed to the global situation

Globalization is thsi an ongoing syndrome. Globalization is not only
about interplays betweerocal, regional, national and global scales, but
also about the interconnectedness, flows andeven development in
the world. The strategic keys that accelerated the growthglobdization
were transnational corporations, technical change, governments etc.
Globalizationhas brought not only advantages to the globe by providing
large range of imported products doy raising the basictandard of
living of people, bt also has majormpacts on the socipoliticat
economic and cultural realms of life by diminishing the role of state,
challenging theunique culture of every society, attacking the social
structures, diversity in the globabciety etc. Thus the cultural impacts

of globdisation have bothisks and opportunities

During the orgoing globalization two processes are seen at work. They

are migration and cosmopolitanism. There is a big rush of both skilled

and unskilled people from less developed countries to more developed

ones in search of employment opportties. On the other hand, the
cosmopolitans trot the globe in search of more profitable conditions and
opportunities for locating their production facilities and marketing their

war es. Bot h ar e homalgoehome, whérdahithe mi g r
cosmopolitan ha sGlobalsatibnotinue givesobirtlgto . ”

multiculturalism and cosmopolitanism.



The impact of globalization on the culture is immense and diverse. It has
affected the cultural aspect of people in diffetamays. For instance, the
loud echoing advertisement rhythms of the famous CGcda drinks can

be

heard across the boundaries in towns, cities and even in remote rural
areas. With globalisation, people have changed their living ways. Since
globalization involves the opening ypthe economie and knowledge
moves freely and widely to every corner of the gdolAcommonset of

culture is on rise.

Language is considered to be endangered under globalisation. When
some local languages are no longer spokgrchildren, they are left to
extinct.

Half of the world languages are struggling to survive. Particularly, local
languages are in a state of erosidrhe importance of English as global
language has been rapidly increasing, as it has become the most
important medium of telecommunication. All over the warjzeople will

have to learn English to use computer software. It is not British but
American English that is in the ascendancy. Many computers have only
American English software and it is the maemsnational language used

in various fields of scientific, cultural, economic and business activities.

Globalization has made English language a predator language. English
| anguage 1is a “killer?” | anguage.
successful lingudranca throughout the world. Today, the world is
moving towards the extinction of a rich and varied cultural and symbolic

life and emerging in the global language.



Preference for western hair style, shoes and dressing are on rise. Young
people of the Thd World countries are the largest consumers of global
culture. With MTV, Eurostar global entertainment is signalling absolute
dominance of the music of western culture.

Television has become the agent of the new global corporate vision. All
over the wotd, people of all ages are exposed to the same music, the
same sporting events, the same news, sogera and the same
glamorous life style. "It is observed that the culture of U.S. is available
everywheresatellite T.V. has made T.V. programmes to belakika for

24 hours. Most of the T.V. screens are dominated by U.S. films, music

and life style.

The struggle now is for survivablobalisation has created a culture of
poverty. This has contributed towards cultural degeneration. Culturally
tabooed activties likerobbery, violence and female prostituticere on

rise.  Extreme monetisation, consumerism are the outcomes of
globalisation. Globalization has made the working class run into the habit
of borrowing teir salaries even before they receive thenmbBry and
corruption are encouraged so as to make ends meet.

Global culture promotes competition, but not cooperation. Most of the
traditional cultures taught the value of cooperation which is fgstting

converted to fossil.

Cultural imperialisnremandes from the cultural impacts of globalisation.
Weckert and Adeney have defined
economic power to exalt and spread the values and habits of a foreign

culture at the expense of natralve

C
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imperialism arises in the world economic system, with the terms and

nature of production settled at one location and nurtured elsewhere.

“Cul tur al | mperialism i s used to
(2) depress growth within local industrgnd, (3) foster a consumerist

mentality where the need to save is overcome by the desire to emulate
the foreign rich. Once such a desire is instilled in this market,
corporations (4) widen and consolidate their market by investing in
merchandising faciliéis and sales promotion. Their goal of establishing of
preference for their goods in the local economy means that they are

involved in the international transmission of values

The new global culture signifies deterritorialisation and the emergence
of a baderless world. Globalization has greatly increased the means
through which nationals of one country actively take part in aeoth
count r vy’ liee. Withuihcteasinganhobilitythe consumption habits

have undergone a process of change.

There is no uanimity on the emergence of a homogeneous global
culture; only of the fusion of global and local cultures as the main
outcome of globalization John Tomlinson has approached the
relationship between globalization and culture from a different angle. To

him, the relationship between the two is not unilinear. Both of them

i nfluence each other. According t

modern culture; culture practices lie at the heart of globalization. This is
the reciprocal r remerabker thatrgledalizgiion "aloné/e
does not determine the shape and character of culture nor is culture the

only influence on globalization.

(
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4.2 The Ethos of Globalization (Individualism, Freedom, Consumerism)
Globalisation as a social process has altered environment of the
societies and communities across cultures and countries. Particularly, the
cultural impacts of globalisation has created new ethos. Increasing
individualism, growing sense of freedom and rising consumerism
signalise the new ethos gerated by the cultural transformation
initiated by globalisation.

4.2.1 Increasing Individualism

Increasing individualism is a facet of the ethos created by cultural
globalisation. Individualism is a social value. It is a sense of feeling as well
as a practice. When the cultural values change due to globalisation, the
sense of individualism rises and dominates. It is oppdsdtie concept

of collectivism which the sociologists like Durkheim describe as the
foundation of a society. There armgzable crossultural differences
between personal and interpersonal social valuessuch as
individualism/collectivismamong the people Independence brings a
sense of individualism while interdependence brings a sense of
collectivism. With the wake of cultural globalisation collectivism is giving
way to individualismTheories and evidence have repeatedly suggested
that individualism orindependence is more frequently observed in
European American cultural contexts whereas collectivism or
interdependence is more frequently observed in East Asian cultural

contexts.

However, globalization is powerful and unstoppable force in recent
decadeslt is aprocess by which cultures influence one anotheue to
the cultural influence of this processrossnational or crossultural

distinctionsare getting smaller. Globalization enables greater mobility of



people, objects, money, and inforri@n across countries. Especially

since the 1980s, international trade by transnational companies and
enterprises has been expanding, and the ongoing developments in
improved transportation and information technologies have created a

globalized world.

Gldoalization is not only making societies more international, but also
more Westernized or Europeadmericanized. Indeed, globalization is
sometimes called Americanization or Westernizataapeople perceive
globalization to be related to the Western culédirvalues. This means
that European American culture is one of the most potent cultures in the
world that has a strong influence on other culturekhere have been
many cultural changeslue to globalisation,especially in East Asian
cultures, that have bee affected by the spread of westernized cultural
values, ideas, practices, and systemise spread of individualisns a

visible emblem of this process of change

According toTriandisindividualismis' a s oci al pattern t
loosely linked intviduals who view themselves as independent of

col |l edtt svest&. of the most .linportahtlyent i a
individualism has long been fostered by tBeiropean American cultural
contexts. For instanceYeber noted individualism ingrainedh the
Protestant ethis. The decreasedcontrol of the social norms and

collective spirit give rise to individualism.

Individualisn has itspositive influences on individuats well as on the
society. Individualistic systems enable individuals to act aaimously

and choose freelywith high social mobility such as being able to choose



desirable persons to interact with, which tends to increase happiness.
Furthermore, people in individualistic cultures can have strong sense of
selftefficacy They feethemselves not only self reliant, but empowered

too.

However, such individualistic systems or environments can also have
potentially negative effects. In particular, individualistic systems urge
people to pursue personal achievement, which creates compaetit
between individuals. These systems can also result in high social
mobility, self dependenceavhich sometimesleads to high social anxiety.
In addition, the focused attention on personal achievements can bear a

significant cost on interpersonal relatidmps.

Globalisation of culture is rooting this individualism in the culture
heavily affecting collectivism. Sociologists sometimes visualise that this
has the propensity for economic progress on the one hand and on the
other for social destruction. Man lemes self cantered and the
altruistic feeling soon declines which leads the society to decline. This
weakens social relationship which Mc Iver describes as the binding
character of a society. Due to rising individualism, individual choice
ascends over clactive interest. This leads to the collapse of the social
bonding. Individualism becomes detrimental for social solidarity and
integration. The control of the society over the individuals starts losing

its force.

Individualism gives birth to a new idetyti In many situations,
globalization and modernity meangshe collapse of a sense of

belongingness to a certain community. The loss of the secure feeling of



belongingness leads to a fear from which is born the new identity. The
emphasis on individualism,noselfdevelopment and sel€hoice in the
globalized society has resulted in a transformation of individual identity.
It makes it more difficult for individuals to consolidate and construct
their identity and to find their place in society. Unlike traditad
societies where identity formation was given, now the identity is a

process which depends mostly on the individual only.

To cite some glaring cases a reference can be made to the Japanese
culture. Through globalization, Japanese society has beeneimfled by
European American cultures. This is especially true for the aspects of
Japanese society that are adopting the individualistic systems imported
from European American cultures. For example, the number of
companies introducing papger-performance sgtems in Japan has
increased. Moreover, it has been argued that education that fosters

children’s aut onomy h ansschoosWiehthe!l v be
increase of individualistic environments in Japan, people have also
become more individualistic ircertain respects. For instance, the
average family size has decreased, the divorce rate has increased, and
independence in child socialization Haeen increasingly prioritized his

affects the traditional social processes like accommodation, cooperation,
social institutions like marriage, family, education, religion, social values

of cooperation, tolerance, sympathy, empathy etc.

All over the world, due to the cultural influence of globalisation, this
rising individualism is distancing peoplérom interdependent
relationships. Interpersonal relations are an important source of

happiness ilmany pre globalised societieselfsstness is growing with



the rise of individualisnand feelingof isolation and loneliness is on rise.
Families are shedding their @agiving roles and so also the men and
women. Social interaction is declining in depth and dimensions.
Alienation is a growing societal syndrom&hus becoming more

individualistic decreasehappinessn the traditional cultural set ups.

Thus growingindividualism has a negative effect many East Asian
cultural contexts like Japan, China and South Kokeaumber of studies

on culture have establishedthat East Asian countries have traditionally
interdependent or collectivistic cultural normfndividudism creates a

new cultural environment for the people. This affects their psychological
tendencies and values. This reduces what Parson calls as value consensus
or shared values. In this context, it becomes worth mentioning here that
due to individualisnwhen self efficacy of the individuals grow, religious
ideas lose their control over humanityherefore, it remains difficult for

the non western culturesto buffer the negtive effects of individualism

on environment.

Individualism no doubt has its ptise consequences. It makes

individuals self reliant, enterprising and risk taking. It makes them
innovative and progressive. But because it is alien to the non western
cultures, sometimes it creates mal adaptation. The symbiosis between

man and his envimment is lost. This leads to social deviations.

So, many countries and cultures have started fighting against this
cultural impact in the form of growing individualism in the age of
globalisation. To them, development should be less market centric, but

more human oriented. For this, they have started valuing interpersonal



relationship, collective sentiments and institutions like families,
neighbourhood, communities, schools and religious organisations are
tuned and strengthened to develop the collectiveelings to subside the
rising effects of individualism. Human happiness is made the national
targets to provide a better quality of life to the people through self

fulfilment and close social integration.

Globalisation is a necessary evil today. The caltimpacts cannot be
avoided. But alternatives are to be discovered to balance rising
individualism with a high degree of interconnectedness and altruism to

reduce the ill impacts.

4.2.2 Growing Sense of Freedom

Globalisation creates a new cultural environmewhere individual
freedom is not only protected, but is being promoted. Globalisation
improves the markets and opens it for competition from different
competitors. Thigxpands the range of choice, improya®duct quality,

and reduces the prices. It delivers an immediate gain to workers by
raising the real value of their wages. It transfers wealth from formerly
protected producers to newly liberated consumers. Domestic producers
gain access to a wider rangad better quality of intermediate inputs at
lower prices. On the export side, domestic industries can enjoy a
quantum leap in economies of scale by serving global markets rather
than only a confined and underdeveloped domestic market.

Corporations resttic consumer s’ choices and
become acclimatized to television, they are gripped by mpdiuced
images and symbols and they start hankering after brand names.

Consumerism establishes a hold over them and they do not bother to



verify the properties of goods demanded. They do not care to see
whether the goods they are going to buy really satisfy a genuine need.
People tend to believe that their being is shaped by what they consume.
An important feature of presentlay globalization is the aént of
consumer credit society. Till the arrival of credit cards, the cash at his
di sposal or his ability to raise | o
4.2.3 Rising Consumerism

The ongoing globalizatioraims at bringing in cultural uniformity
throughoutthe world without leaving any scope for diversities. It wants
to impose American culture and way of life everywheiiéhe American
culture which is out and out consumerist is fast spreading to the other
nations and there is the scenario of rising consusraras an aftermath

effect of globalisation.

Globalisation promotes a capitalist cultureCapitalism thrives under
extreme commercialisationJnder capitalism, the aim is to sell as much
as possible to maximize profit.Availability and quality of produst

Il ncrease the clomosar toedo 'thss, adverosenteet .
becomes necessary not in order to disseminate knowledge about the
produce but to create a demand by underlying the fact that its
consumption will enhance the status of the consumer in ¢lyes of the
society. An attempt is made to create product differentiation, in many
cases, Iimaginary. Fashion shows, selection of beauty queens,
employment of welknown models, sportsmen, actors and actresses etc.
are the ways to attract potential consumse With the increasing reach of
newspapers, films, radios and cable television, the power of
advertisement to lure the potential consumers has increased manifold.

The easy availability of loans, attractive Hrerchase schemes, and



credit card facilitiesenable people to translate their desires into

demand.

Under consumer culture, consumption is regarded as the principal form
ofseffe x pressi on and the major source
When consumerism dominates as the expression of a cylthogh
material and norAmaterial items, including kinship, affection, arthch
intellect become commodified. Everything is measured in terms of
exchange value. Mute differences between products or minute
improvements in them caxetermine variations irdemand. Under the
influence of globalisatioh b r a n d dateamme the consumption and

the class differentiation is made on the basis of the pattern of

consumption In simple language, t ast e’ |, fashion an

key sources of social dgffentiation, displacing class

There are, broadly speaking, two views about the way consumer culture
goes global and is able to influence and dominate an individual. First,
individual identity is linked to culture. Capitalism transforms people into
consuners by altering their selinages, their structure of wants so that
they sewe capitalist accumulatiorSecond, the phenomenon, known as
“*McDonal di zation’ , constitutes the
which the principles of fast food restaurant chai Mc Donal d’ s a
bringing the entire world into their fold. They include efficiency
(expressed in the declining gap between placing the order and its
execution); calculability (indicated by the calculation by a consumer of

costs in terms of money, tiemand effort rather than quality of the

product); predictability (standardizing the products so that the trust of

the consumer is won); and control of human beings through the



application of material technology. Thissults inthe growing tendency
towardsthe unification of lifestyles, cultural symbols and the modes of

behaviour.

However, it should be kept in mind that even if consumerism is on rise,
the sovereignpowers of the consumersare withdrawn and they are
madedocile conformists.Standardizatia in dress, diet is responsible for
this. The fixed menu at Mc Donalds and Pizza huts and the standardised
production and sell at Adidas, Puma often disregard the choices of the

consumers and put them at fixed menus and fixed styles.

In the sphere of consnption, two developments stand out. They are,
namely, the mobilization of fashion in mass (as opposed to elite)
markets, which help$o accelerate the pace of consumption not only in
dress, adornment, and decoration but also across a wide spectrum of
life-styles and recreational activities (leisure and sporting habits, pop
music styles, video and chil dren’s
the consumption basket of an individual the importance of servicea-vis
vis goods continuously increases. Thesevices have a wide variety,
ranging from personal, business, educational, and health services to
entertainment. The life span of goods and services is shortened so that
the volume of demand does not fall much below that of productibne

use and throwculture dominates over life time purchase culture.

Under a globalised world, thproducer of goods or servicdsnds to
master the art and science of manipulating the tastes, fashions and

attitudes of the potential consumers of his wares.



An important feature of presentlay globalization is the advent of
consumer credit society. Till the arrival of credit cards, the cash at his

di sposal or his ability to raise |
Credit cards have played a very vital rsldremendously extending this

limit. A person can now buy goods and services even if he does not have
cash at his disposal or the prospect of immediately securing a loan.
Credit cards have given a tremendous boost to consumerism and pushed

households i debt.

The new eraof globalsationi s variously referred

society’ , consnormderr n$ énya’ deet rynp,s9rit’ p, o s‘t
I ndustrial -campaitatly’'s,m’ Alptxesddtypes of o n .
societies are dominated byAmerican culture, namely, music, film,

fashion, food, and life styles have been establishing their sway all over

the globeand are responsible for germinating rigorous consumerism

They have been promoted with the help of high voltage advertisements.

Now goods arenot produced to cater to needsBut, needs are created

to sell goods.This symbolises the high degree of consumerism.

Technology and goods and services, promoted by the present era of
globalization, have deeponsumeristimplications. Beverages like K&

or Pepsi become a substitute for tea or coffedeligion has taken
recourse to Consumerism.h& vendors of spiritualism in India have
conceded its power and sweep by seeking new followers and keeping

the old ones together through television channels.

Consumerism has entered into the agenda of socializaaigrumber of

channels, most prominent among them Cartoon Network, are devoted



to attracting children and grooming them as devoted consumers of the
products regularly advertised every fifteen minuteso so dwur i ng
commer ci al breaks”. Habits formed e

on.

Telemarketing or teleshopping e marketing is being vigorously
promoted. Buyers can place orders for desired goods, after looking at
the relevant detailsyia telephone or Internet and have them delivered.

This sustains the practice of consumerism.

Post globalisation world is a high consumption world. Consumerism has
become a part of i ndi vidual s | ife
today. But, thishas aggravated poverty. The poverty is not only material,

but emotional, relational poverty. Commercialization, corporatization,
technological innovations have given a boost to consumerism at the cost

of cooperation and collectivism. The world is gettimgpoverished
spiritually. Consumerism provokes sensual pleasure. People also indulge

in violence, corruption to fulfil their consumerist instinct.

Human tastes and fashions are made conducive to the consumption of

the western products. By this the westercountries capture and

expand the market for them. Consumerism is an important feature of
ongoing globalization. “Lifestyle <c

as dreams are marketed over genuine needs.

The potency of Reebok or Nike, Camel or Manbo , Mc Donal d’
Kentucky Fried Chicken, Coca Cola or Sprite;3evi auss Or Wr a
advertising imagery has made it easy to sell these products everywhere

on the planet. These products use the global media that play a central



economic role. Todayhe products of everyday needs and the global

media are working together to occupy or to colonize new consumers.

4.3 Impact of Globalisation on Women:

Globalisation has brought about numerous changes that dramatically
affect the lives of womernit has proved to be a double edged process for
the women. On the one hand, it has heightened the risks and insecurities
for women and on the other it has created avenues for greater
autonomyand opportunities for womenGlobalisation affects different
groups of women in different places in different wayBarticularly,
within the past two decades, globalization has created a tremendous
impact onthe lives of women in developing nationi$.hascreated new
standards for the treatment of women, and helps wemn's groups to
mobilize. In situations where women have been historically repressed or
discriminated under a patriarchal division of labour, some features of

globalization have proved to be having liberating consequences.

Globalisation has indeed promotedieas and norms of equality for
women that have brought about awareness and acted as a catalyst in
their struggle for equitable rights and opportunities. On the other hand it
has exacerbatel gender inequality in a patriarchal society, especially in
the dewloping world. In the economic realm fhas ledto further
marginalisation of women in the informal labour sector or

impoverishment through loss of traditional sources of income.

The positive effect of globalization is that it has opened up broader
communcation lines and attracted more companies as well as different

organizations into the developing countridis provides opportunities



for not only working men, but also women, who are becoming a larger
part of the workforce. With new jobs for women, the are
opportunities for higher pay, which raises selbnfidence and brings
about independence.This, in turn, promotes equality between the
sexesGlobalization has the power to uproot the traditional treatment

towards women.

Despite the positive effégs of globalization through increased
employment opportunities for women, globalization has a darker, more
sinister side. It has pushed female into the unorganized sector.
Accordingly, although more women are now seeking paid employment, a
vast majority of them obtain only poorly paid, unskilled jobs in the

informal sector, without any job security or social security.

Within the past two decades, due to globalization gender differentiation
has assumed new dimensions the economic arenaMultinational
Corporations have realised that the cheap labour of Asian women is the
most lucrative way to enhance profits. Women in developing countries
are a ‘Tl exi bhe sHift frorma & siable/orghnesed dadaour
force to a flexible workforce halseen a feture of globalisation.Sub
contracting, homebased production, the family labour system, all have
become the emerging norms to get cheap labour force. But, they prove
to be detrimental to the position of women in work. They devalue,
underval ue wity rmednredsice thairpjab certainty and
security. For the same amount of work women are underpaid, deferred
paid and sometimes unpaidThere is no doubt that the economic
empowerment of women due to globalization. This feminization of work

brings about an array of opportunities and a sense of independence for



educated and tech savvy women who are increasingly taking on more
responsibilites in the corporate scenario. However, the glass ceiling
continues to exist for a sizeable majority of womenrbwth the formal

andinformal sector.

According to Vandana Shivea, and Indian economist and scholar,
globalization along with the support of agizations such as the World

Bank and the International Monetary Fund, have created slave wages.
These wages are not necessarily the
the fact that global trade devalues
While globakation has brought jobs to rural, developing areas such as

India where there was previously no employment, these jobs seem to be

wol ves i n sheep’s <clothing. The woa
always poorly paid, mentally and physically unhealthy, demreg or

insecure.

The number of girls working in the informal/unorganised sector for
precarious wages has also increased. National and multinational
corporations operating in Free Trade Zones, Special Economic Zones and
Export Processing Zones in deywing countries employ girls in
production units or hire them on a piecate basis for homéased

work. Using girthild labourers is the cheapest way to increase the profit

margin.

Globalisation has introduced changes in agricultural technology hakis
led to marginalization of womenNVomen become the worst victims of
labour displacement due to the lack of training, technological knowledge
and skill. The free entry of foreign corporationgnd thelift of import
controls on agricultural productsaveresulted in further marginalisation

of rural and indigenous women. Globalisation has also increased

women’s unpaid work as social servi



Women are increasingly facing a consumer cultdue to globalisation.
Thisreduces them to commotles and women are exposed to work
exploitation and occupational hazards. As producers also women have to
suffer exploitation in terms of low wages, poor working environment,

instability of employment, and denial of right to representation.

The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation
underscores, globalisation has a mi
one hand, due to the withering away of the welfare stdminisation

of poverty is taking an ugly turnGender inguality is on rise due to the
rising gender gap created in wor&lobalisation also means that a new
international division of labour has emerged. Economic globalisation,
deep economic restructuring across countries and-hleeral economic
policies have dd to informalised and decentralised processes of
production that have transformed labour markets and the world of work

in industrialised and developing countries. In the process, social security
and statutory protection to workers have been dismantldthe women
workers have become the worst victim of this. For example in India the
SAP has forced working women into the unorganised sector and
deprived them of their rights. The women fall outside protective labour
laws such as the Maternity Benefits A(961), Employees State
Insurance Scheme, Factories Act (1948), Equal Remuneration Act (1976),
Bombay Shops and Establishment Act (1984), Plantation Labour Act, and
Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1976.

Globalisation has resulted in the retreat of the state from social
responsi bility and it | mpacts women

neoliberal philosophy, the burden of childcare and housework falls on



the individual woman. The lorgtanding demandor family work to be
supported by the State iIs also neg

continues to exist which puts heavy

Studies have shown that the burden of poverty falls more heavily on
women than on men under globalisatio8o, feminization of poverty is
on rise. The inequality in income and consumption levels between
women and men haswidened. Hbuseholds areincreasingly being

supported solely by women' deadedh c 0 me .
househol dmiuseh¢ldathHby widows, single women, deserted

or divorced womenare escalating in numbecChildren of FHHs suffer

more due to nutritional deficiency, inadequate primary healthcare

facilities, and cuts in expenditure for the education sector.

Globalization hasreated labour demand patterns which is inherently
short-term, temporary employment. As a result, a shtagtm contracted
labour migration appears to be on the rise with distinct gender
differentiated consequences. Migrant women from developing countries
are increasingly victims of trafficking, for the purpose of sexual
exploitation. Due to the lack of effective international mechanisms that
regulate and protect the rights of labour moving across national borders

both legal and illegal migrants are vulnemlbbd human rightabuses.

Regarding the impact of globalization on democracy and governance,
feminist philosophers argue that neo liberalism has not resulted in
increased political influence of women on the whole, rather at policy
level; the impact of glbalization on women and gender relations

continues to be neglected nationally and internationalljne dilemmas



confronting feminist activists who participate in the global feminist
movement, which where masdsased revolutionary movements have
been largey replaced by NoiGovernmental organizations (NGOSs)
funded by some countries of the Global North. As a result, the women
depending on NG4&d projects run the danger of pushing the agenda of

the NGOs instead of promoting global gender justice.

One of thecommon hazards faced by the working class in the era of
globalization is the increasing threat to job security, which in turn
negatively impacts the health of female workersThey are often
unskilled workers who receive low wage#vailability of work s
irregular; and when work is available, women are compelled to work for
long hours. It is not only in the unorganized sector or in small
enterprises, but also in the modern sectors like the Information
Technology and the automobile sectors where workiwmgmen are
forced to work for 12 hours while the local governments ignore this open
flouting of the labour lawsThe uncertainties of obtaining work and the
dire need to retain a position in the midst of intense competition, cause
mental tension, strainedagial relationships, psychological problems and

chronic fatigue among women.

The advent of assembly line jobs and the increased use of machinery has
resulted in a degradation of working conditions for women in the period
following globalisation. For exanple, piece rated work, where assembly

line workers are paid per piece produced, contributes significantly to the

level of fatigue felt by the women workersThe wages of piece rated
workers depend on the speed with which they wollh en a per so

compensation is tied to increased physical output, negative health



consequences will almost inevitably ensud/hile women working in

piece meal industries have seen machines negatively impact their health,
women in other sectors have lost their jobs as a resfittechnological
advances.Unemployment, underemployment and temporary work are

more common among women than among merkurthermore, long

term unempl oyment constitutes a ser
emotional stability, because it leads to paotye and deteriorates self

image and selésteem.

The stereotypical attitude towards women and their perceived role in
the familial hierarchy has not undergone much change in the age of
globalisation. Women continue to be perceived as weak, inferior,
secord-class citizens. For working women, this discrimination is
extended to the workplace alsoThe improper and insufficient dietary
intake along with the heavy workload results in nutritional
disorders. And the role conflict faced by working women resulh

emotional disorders.

Women are suffering two fold. As women in developing countries
move into the work force, their domestic responsibilities are not
alleviated. Women work two full time jobs. One in a factory, where they
are paid next to nothing, theecond is in the home where they are paid
nothing. According to Merlin A. Taber and Sushma Batra, editors of the
book Social Strains of Globalization in India, development for poor
women has meant the migration of men to cities, higher prices for
commodii e s , poorer j ob opportunities.
capitalism and Western culture models is dissolving family and
community social controls as witnessed by higher rates of family
viol ence, rape, divorce, and family



In the era of globatiation, the number of women working the night shift

Is increasing with call centres and export oriented companies located in
the Export Processing Zone employing women in large numbers during
the night shift, without providing proper protection or transpdacilities

to them. Unfavourable working hours, lack of training and skil up
gradation opportunities and lesser career mobility in the formal sector of

economy still prevail in almost every country.

Globalisation has also got its yields in the fiefdeducation for
women. It has exposed the elitist women to better education, but
privatisation of technical and higher education has debarred the
marginalised women to access higher education. The costs involved in
education bring gender considerationsich the girls are deprived of
guality education catered by private institutions. The gender disparities
in education, training is in a process of decline for the higher stratum of
the society, but becomes a mirage for the economically impoverished
women. (obalisation no doubt has provided women access to
information and knowledge. This is collapsing the knowledge gender
based knowledge divides.

Globalization has opened up broader communication lines and
brought more companies as well as different worldwiolganizations
into India. This provides opportunities for not only workingmen, but also
women, who are becoming a larger part of the workforce. With new jobs
for women, there are opportunities for higher pay, which raises-self
confidence and brings abounhdependence. This, in turn, promotes
equality between the sexes.

Women in the urban settings have become more independent and
seltsufficient. They are making a move from the care economy to the
service economy. This gives recognition to their positiate rin
production. Due to economic self sufficiency women are creating a space

for themselves. They are now getting the advantages of technology



which eases their domestic burden and ensures them a life of comfort.
Their quality of life is increasing anoely are having a higher standard of
living. Cultural restrictions however are changing, and women are freer
to participate in the formal economy. More and more women find
themselves in positions of respect and prestige; more and more
workplaces are now papated with women who work on equal terms as
men. Working is no longer an adjustment, a mere necessity; but a means

to self worth and growth.

Globalization has given women a stronger voice. People are more
accepting of wo me n’ s visble gndvwolthanWo me n
before. Wo men'’ s | i berati on movements
oriented. Women are becoming progressively conscious of their rights

and they are trying to assert thig the rural sectors, women have been
independent and strongpeaded. They have been the primary
breadwinners in several cases. Development programmes for women

are designed to take a right based approado men’ s mov e ment

on rise all throughout the globe taking up a global character.

Women' s consci ous rts has bectme uat glokdalh e i r
phenomenon. It has led to the growth of women participation,
representation and women leadership from local to the national level
political bodies. Voting behaviour among women is becoming more
articulated and matured which becomesonducive for women

development.



The women in rural settings have been influenced by globalization
through media and througimumerous intervention programs launched
by the non-profit organizations These NGOs are creating awareness and
proposing ways ofhange. The women are increasingly empowered and

stronger than before.

Thus, it can be concluded that globalisation has got its mixed
effect on women. From certain perspectives it has given a twist and turn
to women’s | ives and edirhasmroglat mae ot he
vulnerabilities, insecurities to themlhe impacts of globalisation on
women are class specific, location specific in character. But, the growing
detection of the evil impacts, conscious efforts on the part of the
women, concerted dbrts on the part of the Government and the civil
society organisations can soon enable women to overcome these
negative repercussions and help them to get the best dividends of

globalisation.
4.4The Impact of Globalisation on Poor

Globalization has got development implications across the globe. The
ultimate goal of development is poverty reductiomhe violent street
demonstrations surrounding the ministerial meeting of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) and similar protests at Wdshnk and International
Monetary Fund meetings suggest that this debate is still going strong.
This is a clear symbol thatittv the unprecedented entry of developing
and lowincome countries into the global economic integration, the

discussion on globahrion and poverty had®een heightened. Scholars



debate on the issuenvhether globalization is the cause or cure for

poverty.
4.4.1. Defining Poverty

The World Bank defines poverty as a deprivation in-iselhg of which
many dimensions are consideredlhese include low incomes and the
inability to acquire basic goods and services deemed necessary for
survival with dgnity. Other dimensions incluggoor access to clean
water and sanitation, low levels of health and education, inadequate
physical securitylack of voice, and inadequate capacity and opportunity

t o better oPowertys is lusudllg . measured as

either absoluteor relative.

The United Nations defines poverty as the inability of getting choices and
opportunities. This is explained in difeat scenarios as not having
enough to feed and clothe a family, not having access to education and a
school to go to, not having access to medical facilities or a clinic to go to,
not having the land to grow food for personal consumption and/or not
havingt he opportunity to hol Asperhe ob
United Nationgpoverty isa violation of human rights as the lack of basic
capacity to participate effectively in society results in insecurity,
powerlessness and exclusion of individualgjseholds and communities

into the mainstreanof the society

Thus poverty is a situation of scarcity which brings vulnerability,
deprivations and disadvantages of myriad forms to the individual

disallowing him to have a descent standard of living in teety.



4.4.2 Debates Relating to Globalisation and Poverty:

There are two extreme views relating to globalisation and poverty.
Debates on globalization and poverty generate extreme vigise view
suggests that the process of globalization is a cruengine of growth
resulting in unprecedented gains in human welfare while the other view
propagates that globalisation intensifies poverfarticularly, the IMF
and World Bank literatures support the opinion that globalization has
boosted incomes and Ivg standards in many parts of the world. On the
other hand, many government, non government and independent
researches indicate that the benefits of globalisation are not equally
shared by t hd&he peoplel whd suppgrto the view that
gl obalisation has brought posi ti
called the optimist or pro globalisation group and the group who oppose
the role of globalisation on the ground that it promotes poverty, are

caled the stewards of the anti globalisation movement or the pessimists.

Pro-Globalization or Optimist views

Globalization proponents advocate that poverty is on the decline in the
period following globalisation to them, globalisation is an engine of
growth and fights against povertyTo them globalisation is a means to
prosperity and ends poverty by providing new opportunities, new life
styles to the people. To them globalization and growth are interrelated.
Opening of the borders, trade liberalizatiomwil of capital, technology,
information and ideas lead to faster integration and thus growth. This
growth has a beneficial effect on world poverty. Practical experiences
show that the more liberalized an economy is, the quicker becomes the

rate of progress. Thus, Dollar and Kraay (2001) concluded that



liberalization of economic policies had been responsible for the vast
improvement in the alleviation of world poverty through growthhe
World Bank adopts an identical view holding that globalization, thhou
its effect on growth, has played aignificant catalytic role in global
prosperity and in lifting more people out of poverty in the last century,

than in all of human history.

The World Bank’'s (2001) figures sho
share ofthe population in developing and transition economies living on
less than $1 a day fell from 28 percent to 24 percent. In addition, it is
estimated that the number of the people who suffered poverty in the
world were 200 million fewer in 1998 than in 1980orld Bank, 2002).

The millennium development goals (MDGSs) reported that the world
reached the poverty reduction target five years ahead of plan. In
developing regions, the percentage of people living on less than $1.25 a
day fell from 47 per cent in 199to 22 per cent in 2010. About 700
million less people lived in conditions of extreme poverty in 2010 than in
1990 (United Nation Statistic Division, 2014). Chen and Ravallion (2004,
p.1l) estimate that there were almost 400 million fewer people living in
poverty in 2001 than 20 years earlier, adding that if the trends over
1981to 2001 continue then the collective $1 per day poverty rate for
1990 will be almost halved by 2015

Thus, gl obalization’”s proponents cl
recent decaes as the result of liberalization of their economies, while
gl obalization’s critics allege that
capitalize on the opportunities afforded by globalization because of

broad government involvement both in the past anoh the



present. Similarly, gl obalizati on
economic problems are due to lack of openness as well as inappropriate

government intervention.

On the same grounds, in a conference on humanizing the global
economy, Kohler2002) posits that the spread of knowledge, better
division of labor, increased productivity, and access to foreign direct
investment, as a result of globalization, is a pertinent drive behind
growth and has contributed to unmatched gains in human welfarer o

the past 50 years.

In a sample of 92 countries spanning the past four decades, Dollar and
Kraay (2001) found that several causes of grewshich as openness to
international trade, good rule of law, and developed financial markets
have little systematioutcome on the share of income that amass to the
lower quintile. Consequently, these aspects benefit the poorest fifth of
society as much as everyone else. There is little weak evidence that
stabilization from high inflation and reductions in the oversite of
government not only increase growth but also increase the income share

of the poorest fifth in society.

Collier and Dollar (2002) attempted to address the concerns raised about
globalization. In an extensive examination of issues surrounding
globalzation, they seek to identify the benefits of globalization and chart
a course ensuring that the benefits of globalization are widely shared.
Collier and Dollar ascertained that globalization helped to reduce
poverty, but also postulated that supportinglicies could help better to

harness these benefits.

S



Anti -Globalization (Pessimist)

The pessimist group perceive globalisation as detrimental to the
conditions of poverty. To them poverty heightens because of
globalisation. This group is often called i@ poor group or the anti
globalisation group. To this group, the conditions created by
globalisation do not lead to poverty reduction, but poverty aggravation.
The United Nations (2005) stated that though some parts of the world
have experienced unprecedted growth and improvement in living
standards in recent years, poverty remains unshakable and much of the
world is trapped in an inequality situation. This report also focuses on
the chasm between the widening gap between skilled and unskilled
workers,the formal and informal economies, the growing disparities in
education, health and opportunities for economic, social as well as

political participation.

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD,
2006) suggests that the incidencepmverty did not decline in the 1990s

in the least developed countries (LDCs) as a group and has remained at
50 percent of the total populationlf this trend persists, the number of
people living in poverty in the LDCs will increase from 334 millionda 20

to 471 million in 2010. The Human Development Report 2005 (UNDP,
2005) offers a more sombre picture stating that about 2.5 billion people
|l ive on | ess than $2 a day (40 per
million children each year do not survive their fifth birthday, while in

2003 the HIV/AIDS pandemic claimed three million lives and left five
million more people infected with the virus, and the MDG target of

universal primary education is not achievable on current trends. World



Health Organizadon (WHO, 2006, p. 16) estimates that some diseases
associated with a lack of access to safe drinkvater and inadequate

sanitation results almost 1.7 million deaths each year.

Many view globalization sceptically. To these authors, globalization is a
process through which power is concentrated upward and this keeps the
process away from the poor. To them under globalisation, the

supremacy of the multinational and transnational farms is established.

These farms not only concentrate power, but run aff@ofit. Profit

seeking craze of these production units aggravate poverty.

To determine the impact of globalization on poverty over the period
1980 to 2005, Salvatore and Campano (2012) examined the income
distributions of the people living in developimguntries, as one group,
and the people living in the developed countries as another group. They
also further subdivided the developing countries into two groups: those
that globalized and those that did not globalize. Their study found that
real personalincomes grew and flourished in both developed and
developing countries, but more rapidly in the developing countries, such
as in China and India. But with the high growth rate, there was a rapid
rise in poverty rates. So, they concluded that globalisatiings
prosperity for a few, adversity for many. This adversity is nothing, but
poverty. Akoum (2008) from his study also concluded thagher
economic growth rates are not necessarily translated into lower poverty

rates



The risks and costs brought aliday globalisation can be significant for
fragile

devel oping economi es and t he wor |
globalisation is most vividly epitomised at times of periodical global
financial and economic crises. The costs of the repeated crises associated
with economic and financial globalisation appear to have been borne
overwhelmingly by the developing world, and often disproportionately
so by the poor who are the most vulnerable. On the other hand, benefits
from globalisation in booming times are not mssarily shared widely

and equally in the global community. The fear that the poor have been
by-passed or actually hurt by globalisation was highlighted by the finding
from a number of studies, emerging recently, which explicitly examined
the extent of, ail changes in inequality of the world income distribution

as it evolved during the heyday of the globalisation era
4.4.3 Resolving the Controversy between the Optimists and Pessimists

Bergh and Nilsson (2011) used data from more than 100 countries
around he world starting from 1988 through 2007, to examine the
relationship between economic and social globalization and absolute
income poverty .They found that there is no evidence that globalization
is associated with higher poverty levels in developing toes: They
established that less trade restrictions and larger information flows are
robustly associated with lower poverty levels. They concluded that under
globalization, poverty reduction can be achieved by means of closer

economic integration and hign levels of globalization.



Many of these studies point towards poverty, as measured by the
headcount ratio have fallen worldide except in Sub Saharan Africa
where it continues to rise. Technological innovations under globalisation
have resulted in labaudisplacement making the poor labour class
poorer. The rise of single headed households has increased the burden
of poverty. In the name of profit, people are exploited and are made
more impoverished. Competition from foreign companies has pushed
the locd companies into doom for which the livelihood options of many
people are closed, brining abject poverty among them. Cornia (2000)
argues, for example, that growing polarisation among countries has been
accompanied by a surge in inequality within most oa$, where growth

and poverty alleviation have suffered substantially. Further, under the
neoliberal set ups the state intervention in poverty reduction has been
tremendously affected leading to abject poverty among the poor.
Further, the rsing prices lims the affordability capacity of the people
and when their purchasing power becomes limited and the parity is lost,
the gap between groups widens and poverty scenario is aggravated.
These concerns have generated a passionate debate worldwide as well
as apowerful anttglobalisation movement.

But sometimes, the above said arguments are dismissed by the
optimists. They argue due to the globalization the situation of agriculture
has improved to some extent in many agrarian economies which has
helped to reduce the poverty problems among the masd@ser the
years, with the advent of more technology, there has been a significant
change in the process of agriculture in these countries. Earlier farmers
used traditional farming techniques for growing crops. As such, they

suffered a lot and the output as affected by a number of factors like



pest problems, weather situations and lots more. Due to the
globalization and introduction of better equipments, there has been a
stark improvement in the techniques of agriculture. Today, farmers are
using gadgetsike rowers, tractors, electric pipelines and lots more for
the cultivation of crops. This has increased the produce in terms of
quantity as well as quality. As such, farmers have started earning more
and have improved their per capita income and the staddef living.
There are authors who perceive both the positive and negative impact of
globalisation on poverty. To them, it is the nature of the population, the
policies of the government which have potential power to aggravate or
subside the situation gpoverty. To quote a studyn iGlobalization and
Poverty (NBER Working Paper NI2347, AnnHarrison concludes that
the poor will indeed benefit from globalization if the appropriate
complementary policieand institutions are in placeSheobserves as
developing countries have become increasingly integrated into the world
trading system over the past 20 years, world poverty rates have steadily
fallen. Many of the studies in Globalization and Poverty i $aggest
that globalization has been associated with rising inequality, and that the
poor do not always share in the gains from trade. To the author, the
countries with an abundance of unskilled labour do not always gain from
trade reform. The poor are are likely to share in the gains from
globalization when workers enjoy maximum mobility, especially from
contracting economic sectors into expanding sectors (India and
Colombia). Gains likewise arise when poor farmers have access to credit
and technical kaw-how (Zambia), when poor farmers have such social
safety nets as income suppodq it happened itMexico) and when food

aid is well targetedss it happened icthiopia).


http://www.nber.org/papers/w12347

The evidence strongly suggests that export growth and incoming foreign
investmenthave reduced poverty everywhere from Mexico to India to
Poland. Yet at the same time currency crises can cripple the poor. In
Indonesia, poverty rates increased by at least 50 percent after the 1997
currency crisis in that country, and the poor in Mexiook time to

recover from the pummelling of the peso in 1995.

Without doubt, Harrison asserts, globalization produces both winners
and losers among the poor. In some countries, poor workers in exporting
sectors or in sectors with foreign investment gaindm trade and

investment reforms, while poverty rates increased in previously
protected areas that were exposed to import competition. Even within a
country, a trade reform hurts rural agricultural producers and benefit

rural or urban consumers of tho$armers' products.

Harrison acknowledges the relationship between globalization and
poverty is complex. The impact of globalization on poverty depends not
just on trade or financial globalization but on the interaction of
globalization with the rest of # economic environment: investments in
human capital and infrastructure, promotion of credit and technical
assistance to farmers, worthy institutions and governance, and
macroeconomic stability, including flexible exchange rates. Harrison next
notes that while many economists predicted that developing countries
with great numbers of unskilled workers would benefit from
globalization through increased demand for their unskile@nsive
goods, this view is too simple and often inconsistent with the facts.

Qosscountry  studies document that globalization has been



accompanied by increasing inequality within developing countries,

suggesting an offset of some of the reductions in poverty.

Globalization and Poverty yields several implications. First, impedsnent

to exports from developing countries worsen poverty in those countries.

Second, careful targeting is necessary to address the poor in different
countries who are likely to be hurt by globalization. Finally, the evidence
suggests that relying on trade @oreign investment alone is not enough

to alleviate poverty. The poor need education, improved infrastructure,

access to credit and the ability to relocate out of contracting sectors into

expanding ones to take advantage of trade reforamsl to change the

scenario of poverty
4.4.4 The Reality:

The impact of globalization on poverty eradication has increasingly
become the focus of attention of governments and international
organizations. The economic arguments in favour of globalization stress
the positive relationships between increasing international trade and
investment flows and faster economic growth, higher living standards,
accelerated innovation, diffusion of technological and management
skills, and new economic opportunitieReality has proven ndb be so
rosy. First, the benefits of globalization are not equally distributed and
tend to be concentrated among a relatively small number of countries,
particularly the more advanced ones. The poorest countries such as the
least developed countries infiica have not been able to sufficiently
harvest the benefits of globalization. Second, most efforts have been

placed in facilitating free trade flows, particularly in products which are



of importance to the developed countries, as part of the globalizatio
process.Other dimensions of globalization like labour market standards,
the environment, sustainable development and poverty alleviation have
received much less attention. Third, globalization has also led to an
increased vulnerability among many cotigs to international economic
conditions, as clearly demonstrated by the Asian financial crisis of-1997

1998.

Recent estimates by the International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) indicate that 75 percent of the poor work and live in rural areas.
Rural poor have restricted access to and control over assdad,
water, credit, information, technology, health, education and skiiad
to markets. As such their lives have limited links to the mac@nomic

environment in whichglobalization t&es place.

Developing countries have been given the main responsibility to harness
the potential benefitsof globalization for the rural poor and to counter
possible negative effects. They are urged to adappropriate structural

and social measures thgoromote stability essential foreconomic
growth and poverty alleviation. Highcome countries are urged to
support these initiatives through increased aid, debt relief, experience
exchanges e.g. on policy making and gogdvernance, liberalized
marke access for products of importance to lemcome countries,
and increased resources for the fight against communicable diseases.
However, many lowncome countries already face tremendous and
often contradicting challenges in achieving poveatieviaton goals e.g.
implementation of education for all programmes with reduced

government expenditure,or ensuring sufficient incomgenerating and



employment prospects for the rural poor withouintervention in

agricultural output prices or in investmentlatation policies.

4.4.5 Concluding Observations

Globalization seems to be irreversible. It produces both winners and
losers among the poor. Thus, the question that needs to be addressed is
how we can better govern this process to make it more inclusivi an
fairer than the current conditions. That is, it is not globalization ought to
be abandoned, but rather it ihe poor governance of globalizatiomhat
needs to be challenged. If managed correctly and fairly for the benefit of
all, globalization could b& positive force. International community
should act together in an effort to make available the resources
necessary to wage a war agst poverty and inequalityNaturally, this
requires fundamental adjustment of the global status quo, starting with
a true political pledge of the developing and developed countries to

conceive an enhanced global financial and economic landscape.
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4.7. Review Exercise

o K WD

Essay Type Questions
Discuss the discourses relating tbet impact of globalisation on
culture.
Asses the cultural impacts of globalisation.
Write an essay on “The Emerging Et
Make a critical evaluation of the gender dimensions of globalisation.
“Gl obal i sation i s vyaurvews.se f or t he
Short answer type answers:
l.Write a note on the Three
2. Describe how increasing individualism becomes
an outcome of cultural globalisation?
3. Identify the impacts of rising consumerism on the

society in the post globalisation period.



