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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

TR : : » ; NOTES
Politics is about government, its control and its work. Political theory has aimed at :

- settling the issues of government, the rights of the people and the powers of the elite.
Since the days of Plato and Aristotle several issucs have been debated in political
theory. In the recent period, since the 19th century, humanity has come to the centre
ol the debate. More *han abstract principles, concrete issues of human society are
being discussed by political thinkers of different countrics.

This book, Contemporary Debates in Political Theory, evaluates the theories
forwarded by a new brand of followers of Marx, called the neo-Marxist and goes on
till Mao in China and Gandhi in India. The book also studies the contemporary ideologies
of feminism, multiculturalism and environmentalism. The book also looks into the Nazi
and fascist idcologies.

This book is written for you, the distance learning students. It is presented in a
user-friendly format with clear, lucid language. Each Unit contains an Introduction
and a list of Unit Objectives 1o prepare the student for what to expect in the text. At
the end of each unit is a list of Key Terms and a Summary, to help you recollect what
has been described in the unit. All units contain Questions and Exercises, and -
strategically placed ‘Check Your Progress® questions so the student can keep track
of what has been learned.

Self-Instructional Material 1



Theories of the 2 "I
UNIT-1 THEORIES OF THE 20TH CENTURY 1eoriet uf ite 201 Ceniviry

Structure NOTES
1.0 Introduction
L1 Unit Objectives
1.2 Fascism
1.2.1 laly towards a Totalitarian State
1.2.2 Nazism
1.3 Nco-Marxism
1.3.1 Dependency Theorics
1.3.2 World Systems Theory
1.4 Modernism and Postmodemism
14,1 Impact of Postmodernism on Political Theory
1.5 Summary
1.6 Key Terms
1.7 Answers to ‘Check Your Progress’
1.8 Questions and Exercises
19 Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about the emergence of Italy as a totalitarian state post-First
World War during the reign of Fascist leader Mussolini. You will also study the rise of
the Nazi party in Germany and policies of Adolf Hitler. After World War I, new
perceptions of Marxism appeared in the field of social theory. This new perception is
generally called neo-Marxism. The neo-Marxist ideas will be discussed in detail. Further,
the theories of modernism and postmodernism will be discussed in detail.

1.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
e Understand the meaning of fascism and how it led to a totalitarian rule in Italy
¢ Evaluate the ideologies of the neo-Marxists

e Explain the dependency theories and the world system theory

¢ Discuss modemism and postmodemism

1.2 FASCISM

The word ‘fascism’ was derived from the Latin word fascio meaning club. The word
also has its roots in the Roman ancient fasces meaning a bundle of sticks with an axe
protecting them. This emblem was used as a symbol of authority. Some basic
characteristics of fascism are as follows:

e Fascismis extremely nationalist in nature
» Fascism has no coherent ideology
e Fascismis against liberalism, democracy, socialism and communism

e For the fascists, state was the almighty based on military strength and controlled
by one party and one leader .

e Fascism laid emphasis on absolute obedience to the authority
o Fascism did not permit any opposition party to function

o The fascists proclaim the right to regulate all economic, political, social and
cultural activitics

Self-Instructional Material 3



Theories of the 20th Cennny e They followed a state capilalist economic policy and assured protection of private
property rights of industrialists
N e Their leader was called the ‘11 Duce’ (the leader) who would have no opposition
OTES . . , )
LS to its party to its lag and to itself
e The fascist considered itan important task of their government lo form public
opinion by propaganda
e They formed an association named ADITI of young volunteers drawn mostly
from the middle class and universitics. The members of ADITI were traine
commandos who were uscd to break up meetings of the socialists

Later, the responsibility of the ADITI volunteers were entrusted upon black shirted
commandos called Squadristi.

Mussolini was an Italian politician and leader of the National Fascist Party, ruling
the country as Prime Minister from 1922 until his ousting in 1943, Initially, Mussolin;
joined the Socialist Party, but left the party when the First World War broke out and
became an ardent nationalist. After the War, he tried to regain entry into the Socialist
Party, but since a majority of Italian socialists were against him, Mussolini’s could not
re-join the party.

Dejected, Mussolini became an anti-socialist and in 1919 formed a group called
‘Fasico de Combatimentto’ i.c., combatant group. He enlisted the support of a growing
number of army officers, soldiers, nationalists, property owners and youthful intellectuals
for his movement which came to be known as Fascism. Within a year, Mussolini's
fascist group became very powerful and influential within the Italian political circle.

Soon after the First World War, Italy witnesses a rise in Marxist influence inspired
" by the Russian Revolution. In the election of 1921, the Socialist could win only 122
seats as against 156 held by them. The Communists, in their maiden attempt, won 16
seats, but it was the fascists who obtained 35 seats. The liberals were reduced to a
- _ minority in the ltalian parliament and their prime minister resigned. This gave more
strength to the fascist power which seemed to be rising slowly. These paved the way
for the growth of fascism in Italy. '

The fascist adopted an anti-socialist attitude and ridiculed the liberals, and also
opposed the business class. The political turmoil in the country gave Mussolini the
opportunity he was waiting for as the ruling liberals ceased to be a prominent force in

Italy. However, the results of the election of 1921 emboldened Mussolini and his
Squadristi the dream of ruling the country.

By 1922, fascist clubs were set up all over the coLmtry which recruited unemployed
soldiers and youth. It was financially supported by industrialis'ts, landowners, merchant
community and all section of the Italian public whose life and property were endangered.
By then, the fascist activity against the people who opposed them had intensified.
When the socialists called for a strike in 1922, the fascist supporters ensured its failure.
Mussolini’s Squadristi and ADITI broke the socialist rallies and led to a labour unrest.
There was very little that the government could do to prevent the civil war situation
that had been created due to the tussle between the socialists and the fascists. Taking
full advantage of the prevailing discontent in the country, Mussolini organized a march
to Rome, where the King, Victor Emmanuel IT1, terrified by this action, dismissed his

.Primc Minister, Luigi Facta, and invited Benito Mussolini to form the government. On
30 October 1922, Mussolini came to power in

a constitutional manner. Having won

4 - Self-Instructional Material



over the industrialists, Mussolini began to make conciliatory speeches about the Roman
Catholic Churceh which he had carlier criticized. Seeing him as a good anti-communist
weapon, even Pope Pius NI swung the Chureh into line behind Mussolini. When
Mussolini announced that he had dropped the Republican part of his programme in
1922, even the King began to look more favourably towards the fascists. The anti-
lascist forces, on the other hand, failed to cooperate with cach other and made no
determined effort to drive the Fascists out from Italy.

1.2.1 ltaly towards a Totalitarian State

The initial actions and working of' Mussolini’s government paved the way (owards a
totalitarian state in Ialy, e tried to construet a strong nation but through rigorous
totalitarian policies. Mussolini's govemment conducted elections in 1924 to the Chamber
of Deputy and managed to get a massive majority of two-third scats, This marked the
end of Constitutionalism and beginning ol fascism in Italy. Soon afler its victory, the
Fascist Party let loose areign of terror on the opposition. The opposition leaders were
kidnapped and murdered. By a series of law in 1925, the parliamentary government
was scrapped in ltaly and Mussolini was given dictatorial powers. The political structure
of Italy was that of a totalitarian state,

The characteristics of Italy as a totalitarian state were as (ollows:

e Absolute power was vested in one person— the ‘leader’ i.c., the Duce of

Fascisin.

The Duce emerged as the dominant figure in the totalitarian regime. He presided
over the Fascist Grand Council which had the power and responsibility of
choosing and appointing members of the legislatures and determining the scope

of the legislative body.

e All recognized associations were placed under supervision of the Fascist Party,
and the network of spies lacilitated a curb on the freedom ol expression,

e The democratic elections of the Chamber of the Deputies was discontinued,
also the jury system was abolished in the court of law,

e The system of education was changed to suit the needs of Fascism. All textbooks
were based on the principles and aims of Fascism—an attempt to instill these
principles in the minds of the generations to come.

e Between 1925 and 1928, Mussolini’s government cnacted several laws that
destroyed the political democracy as previously practiced in the country.

e The administration was centralized and Mussolini became the supreme head off
the state—nput above the law and parliament.

Though the Second World War started in September 1939, ltaly remained neutral in
the initial phase. Its plan was to attack when the Allies were almost exhausted, because
that would save laly from the destruction ol the War and would cntitle it to share in
the spoils of victory. In 1940, when France was on the verge ol collapse, ltaly declared
war against Britain and France. It formally joined the Triple Alliance with Germany
and Japan on 27 September 1940, Italy declared war against Russia in June 1941 and
against USA in December 1941, However, alter 1942, the course ol war changed and
the defeat of Ttaly became imminent, due to continuous defeats and internal cconomic
crisis. In 1943, Mussolini was arrested but later the German army [reed Mussolini and
put him back into power. But, when the Allies attacked North Ttaly in 1945, laly
unconditionally surrendered to the Allies. This marked the fall o Fascist Taly.

Theories of the 20th Century

NOTES
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Theories of the 20th Century 1.2.2 Nazism

The First World War ended disastrously for Germany. The collapse of Germany led (o
political turmoil in the country, Kaiser Wilhem I1, the last German Emperor, was held
responsible for the debacle of the German army and the miseries of the people, A
countrywide anti-monarchist revolution compelled Kaiser to abdicalte his throne. To
take shelter, he fled with his family to Holland. With his abdication, a Provisional
Democratic Government was established under the socialist leadership of Elbert and
Schidemann to manage the affairs of the state simultancously. The Provisional
Democratic Government conducted elections on the basis of adult franchise to elect
members to the Democratic National Assembly. The Assembly was entrusted with
the responsibility of drafting a Democratic Constitution for the German Republic. The
Constituent Assembly met at Weimer on 6 February 1919 because Berlin was stil|
torn by political unrest and drafted a new Constitution. This Constitution came into
effect on 11 August 1919 and was known as the ‘Weimer Constitution’.

NOTES

The Weimer Republic, which bridged the years between the Hohenzollerns and
the Nazis, had a number of outstanding achievements to its credit. Due to the introduction
of the Dawes Plan in 1924, Germany witnessed unprecedented prosperity in all sectors.
Industrial production recorded an enormous increase. Huge foreign contribution and
aid enabled Germany to re-establish the currency and rationalization of its industrial
and business life. The establishment of branches of the foreign firms in Germany not
only led to the utilization of the German raw materials but also provided employment
to the massive unemployed German labourers.

In the sphere of foreign policy, Germany, during this period pursued three aims:
(i) to induce the Allies to evacuate areas of Germany, which they had occupied; (ii) to
restore the sovereignty of the Reich, and recovery of Danzig and the frontier in Upper
Silesia; and (iii) settlement of the reparation problems to strengthen Germany’s capacity.
Through these aims, Germany wanted to make her own decisions. For the achievement
of the above mentioned objectives, Germany signed the Locarno Treaties, by which
her frontiers with France were settled. Germany concluded the Treaty of Rapallo
with Soviet Union in 1922, by which both the states renounced their respective demand
against each other and agreed to cooperate in the commercial sphere. In 1926, Germany
was admitted to the League of Nations council with a semi-perimancnt seat.

She succeeded in getting a promise of withdrawal of foreign troops from the
Ruhr in 1924 and the valley was freed in 1930. Germany convinced Great Britain,
France and Belgium to withdraw their trogps from the Rhincland region. The problem
of reparation was also largely settled by the Young Plan. In 1932, the Lausanne
Conference further cut down Germany’s obligations of reparation to $750 million.
During the Weimer rule, Germany again began to rearm itself after the economic and
diplomatic revival.

Till the first part of 1930 the economic revival ol‘Gen{mny continued and in 1931,
when Economic Depression was at its worst, Germany was spending $700 million on
arms. Despite all these achievements, the Germans, especially the younger generation,
was not happy with the Republican government and continued to nourish ambitions
for a powerful Germany. The attempt on the part of officials to denigrate the ideals
and heroes of imperial Germany also greatly irritated young students, above all, people
were not happy with the way the democratic parliamentary system was functioning in
the country. The people still remembered the days when order and discipline prevailed
in the Reichstag which was in sharp contrast to the bickering and quarrel going on in

o Self-Instructional Materiol
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the lower house of the Reichstag, and they felt that only a strong man could restore
prosperity and prestige to Germany.

Formation of the Nazi Party

Hitler and his associates formed the Nazi Party in 1920 after the end of the First
World War. In the same year, the party announced the Twenty-five Point Programme,
which emphasized the need of seraping the Treaty of Versailles which had been imposed
on Germany, establishment of vast German empire after bringing back the lost colonies
of Germany, increase in the military power of the country, non-recognition of Jews as
German citizens and their removal from all important positions, ban on the entry of
forcigners into Germany, imposition of ban on parties which propagated against
nationalism, opposition to communism and opposition to the Parliamentary system of
government which was detrimental to the interest of the country.

In the economic sphere, the party stood for increasing incomes, limitation of

profits from wholesale enterprise, land reforms, nationalization of all trusts, departmental

stores and ban on land speculation. Similarly, in the social sphere, the party favoured
old age and maternity benefits, reorganization of higher education and government
control of press. It may be noted, that apart from the so-called Twenty-five Point
Programme, the Nazis did not possess any positive philosophy. However, by demagogic
appeals to latent emotions, fear of communism and resentment against the Treaty of
Versailles, the party soon gained considerable recognition among the lower-middle
classes who as a result of widespread unemployment and extreme frustration
sympathized with the Nazis.

The Nazi party was to have its own army. The army constituted two types of
members; one who wore the brown shirt and the other wore the black shirt. The
members of the army were requited from ex-soldiers, veterans and hoodlums, and
took part in all types of demonstrations. They were expected to disturb the meetings
of other partics and ensure that their party meetings were not disturbed. The Nazi
party also started its own paper entitled Rudical Observer, which awakened the
emotions of common people against Communism and the Treaty of Versailles. The
extreme nationalists, who could never reconcile themselves to Germany's defeat, firmly
supported the ideology of the Nazi Party.

Rise of Adolf Hitler

The leader of the Nazi Party and the Nazi movement in Germany, Adolf Hitler, wasan
Austrian citizen. He began his career as a political agitator after the First World War.
Before embarking on a political career in September 1919 at the age of 30, Adoll
Hitler had been an insignificant person in Germany. Hitler had no formal qualifications,
and he was an aimless drifter and a failed artist before joining the army on the outbreak
of war in August 1914, In the army he was not considered worthy ol promotion as
there was ‘a lack of leadership qualities’, although his award of the Iron Cross First
Class proved that he was very courageous.' He succeeded in gaining and exercising
supreme power in Germany during the next 26 years and, in the process, arguably left
more impact on world’s history in the twentieth century than any other political ligure.
“The explanation for this remarkable transformation rested partly on Hitler himself, in
his particular personal qualities and gifts, and partly in the situation in which he found
himself, with a nation in deep crisis’.

In 1920, Hitler joined the German workers party, the National Socialist German
Worker’s Party, popularly known as the Nazi Party. Hitler’s skills for publicity and as

Theories of the 20th Century

NOTES
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Theories of the 20t Century a speaker gradually popularized the Nazi Party. Soon Hitler succeeded in ousting the
leader of the party, Drexter, and assumed supreme power over the party. In 1923, he
attempted to overthrow the Bavarian government al a coup bul this attempt wag
unsuccessful. During his trial he made the remark, “There is no such thing as high
treason against the traitors o 1918°, which attracted much attention, He was scntenceq
to five years imprisonment, but was actually released after nine months in prison,
During his imprisonment, Hitler wrote his autobiography, Mcin Kampfor *My Struggle'
in which he repudiated the parliamentary practice of majority rule and foreshadowe
the future programme of Germany's territorial ambitions. According to Hitler, there
were casy solutions to the complex problems which the people of Germany faced in
the 1920s. He blamed Germany's weak government and stated that Germany lost he
war because of *a stab in the back’. He further argued that if pure Germans why
were also known as Aryans controlled Germany’s desliny, it would return to greatness,
Hitler blamed the Jews for many of Germany's problems.

NOTES

The Nazi party participated in the elections of 1924, but the number of its supporters
fell considerably. In 1925, Hitler rebuilt the Nazi Party, and decided that he had to
obtain power by democratic means rather than by force. The Great Economic
Depression of 1929 hit Germany hard. Hitler used this situation and blamed the Jews
and Communists, using them as scapegoats to gain support for himself. Hitler spoke in
a charismatic style that impressed the people of Germany. He blamed outsiders for
causing troubles within the nation. Due to his charisma, the popularity of the Nazi
“party started increasing. In the election of 1932, the Nazi Party captured 230 of 608
seats in the Reichstag. However, Hitler was restless to capture power. In 1932, he
contested the presidential elections but lost to Hindenburg by a narrow margin. During
the primary part of the 1930s, the Nazi movement had grown quite powerful in Germany.

In early 1933, Hindenburg dismissed his Chancellor Schleicher and he was
succeeded by Hitler as the chancellor by forming a coalition with the Nationalists and
others. Hitler dissolved the Reichstag and ordered for a fresh election on 5 March
[933. The Nazis, now in power, were able to use all the apparatus/devices of the
state, including the press and radio to try to whip up a majority. Senior police officials
were replaced with reliable Nazis and the second private army got instructions to
show no mercy to the Communists and other enemies of the state. Six days before the

ballot, the Reichstag building was burnt, Hitler accused the Communists of arson and
bloody revolution.

He ordered the arrest of thousands of Communists and Social Democrats and
suppressed the campaign activities of the anti-Nazi partics. The Nazi party was able
to secure 44 per cent of the votes polled. The Nazis won 288 out of the 647 seats, 36
short of the magic figure for majority. The Nationalists again won 52 seats. This
turned out to be the best performance of the Nazis in a free election, though they
never won an overall majority.” However, Hitler managed a majority in Reichstag by
putting all Communist deputics in prison. Within hundred days, all opposition was
suppressed. In August 1934, Hindenburg died and Hitler became the president of
Germany and by the Enabling Act of 1933, he attained dictatorial powers.

For millions of Germans, the feeling of insecurity and instability of \Weimar was
replaced by a sensc of normality and strong leadership, and for rest of the world, this
was the violence and inj ustice ol the Nazi regime or period. The rise of Nazi Germany
and the aggressive policies pursued by it encouraged the growth of revisionist sentiments
(hat strengthened the status quo. This Ted to a division of the world in two hostile
camps, which ultimately culminated in the Second World War,

# Self-Instructional Materiol



Theories of the 20th Century
Cnick YOur PROGRESS '

1. State the origin of the word fascism.

. Whatis ADITI?

. When did Mussolini set up Fasico de Combatimentto?

NOTES

]

[

4. In which year did the Weimar Constitution come into ciTeet?
5. When was Germany admitted to the League of Nations?

6. Name the autobiography of Hitler.

1.3 NEO-MARXISM

The development of nco-Marxism came forth through several political and social
problems which traditional Marxist thought was unable to answer. Examples to this
were: Why socialist and social-<democratic political parties did not band together against
World War I, but instead supported their own nations’ entrance into the great war?
Why, although the timing scemed to be right fora workers revolution in the West, no
large scalc revolutions occurred? Also how al this time the rise of Fascism could
occur in Europe. All these questions Ted to internal problems within Marxist theory
which caused renewed study and reanalysis of Marx’s works to begin. There isno
formal nco-Marxist organization and seldom do people call themselves neo-Marxists,
soitis difficult to describe who belongs to this movement. Also there is no set definition
as 1o what a neo-Marxist is, which makes grouping and categorizing this idca even
more difficult.

One idea that many ‘branches’ of neo-Marxism share is the desire to move away
from the idea of a bloody revolution to one of a more peaceful nature, moving away
from the violence of the red revolutions of the past while kecping the revolutionary
message. Neo-Marxist concepts can also Tollow an cconomic theory that attempts to
move away from the traditional accusations of class warfare and create new economic
theory models. such as Hans Jurgen Krahl did.

~ Several important advances to neo-Marxism came after World War I from Georg
Lukécs. Karl Korsch and Antonio Gramsci. From the Institute of Social Research
founded in 1923 at the University of Frankfurt am Main, grew onc of the most important
schools of neo-Marxistinterdisciplinary social theory, the Frankfurt School. Its founders,
Max Horkheimer and Theodor W. Adorno, whose critical theories had great influence
on Marxist theory, especially aller their exile to New York, alter the rise of National
Socialismin 1933.

Other ambitious attempts Lo provide a holistic overview of political economy include
Perry Anderson’s Passages from Antiquily 1o Feudalism and Lincages of the
Absolute States in them Anderson delved into questions relevant Lo feudalism and
capitalism as Europe emerged from the Middle Ages. Immanuel Wallerstein in The
Modern World-Svstem dated the modern world system from the sixteenth century
bu( saw four periods in its evolution: origins (1450- 1640), Mercantile consolidation
(1640-1815), industrial cxpansion (1815-19 17), and the contemporary capitalist world
(1917 present). Wallerstein claborated and refined Andre Gunder Frank’s theory off
capitalist development of underdevelopment and emphasized market relations. Robert
Brenner took both thinkers to task for locating their analysis ol the origins o’ capitalism
in market processes identified in the work of Adam Smith.
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Neo-Marxism—Iumanist Focus

Contemporary Marxist thought, better known as ncn-Mzu'xism: has developed i lw,
directions: fnumanist and scientific. The humanist strain of neo-Marxism dray,
particularly on the work of the young Marx and constitutcs l!w main stream of critigy,
theory. Its dominant themes are the problems of alicnation .md wage 1o hypy,
emancipation. Herbert Marcuss has brilliantly portrayed the condltlo_ns ofalicna(joy in
bourgceois socictics which have reduced the human being to ‘onc-dimensiony| Man’
He has stated that capitalisim has cunningly anaesthetized the discontent of the Oppresse|
by manipulating the means of communication so as (o stimulate trivial material desirg
which are casily satislicd. Marcus has argued that human beings should first be Made
aware of their condition of on freedom, where after they will easily find their way (,
freedom. On the other hand, the scientific strain of nco-Marxism is primarily concemg|
with its scientific and explanatory character. It was particularly interested in structures
as well as relative importance of cultural, ideological and social factors. Thus, Louis
Althusser, a French communist and philosopher, challenged the humanist themes of
Marxist thinking in the early 1960s and asserted the importance olanalysing the decp
structure of human societies — especially their mode of production.

Neo-Marxists have given their own view on development. When it comes (o
deciding appropriate path of development for the present day developing countries,

Marxist and New-Marxist writers have argued that capitalist path will not suj
them. The situation prevailing in these countries is basically different from that where
the Western countries started their development. Thus, Paul Baran (The Politicdl
Economy of Growth; 1957) observed that the advanced capitalist countries of today
had managed accumulation of capital by exploiting their colonial territories. The present
day developing countries have no aceess to such resources. Capitalists of the developing
countrics are incapable of developing the forces ol production. Henee, capitalist path
would hardly promote their progress.

Four thinkers—Mandel, Amin, Andeison, and Wallertein among others have
rekindled an interest in the history of political cconomy. However imperfeet their
work may be, it orients us toward old and new questions neglected by some of the
contemporary work in cconomics and political science. All four drew heavily on
foundation of Marxist thought. Their work also helps o transeend some of the problems
lound in many theories of'development and uhdcrdc\'ch)pmum.

1.3.1 Dependency Theories

There are various types of approaches for the theories of dependency. They are
broadly divided into two categories: non-Marxist and Marxist approaches. Marxists
are secking to influence radical bourgeois reformers and have frequently utitized the
bourgeois social science concept. Marxists who have opposcd such an approach haive
associated that dependentistas were Marxist because of a common opposition o
foreign penetration. -

Dependency theory developed in the late 1950s. The theory is concerned with
how developing countrics are dependent on developed countries.

Dependency theories became quite popular during the 1970s and 1980s. Unlike
the realist and liberal theories which are largely America and Europe centred, the
dependency theories largely came from the Latin Amcrican scholars. The dependency
theories provided a strong critical stream to the largely dominating liberal or realist
paradigms in the discipline. )




The theories of dependency reveal the contrasting forms of dominance and
dependence among the nations of the capitalist world. Capitalism can be a progressive
or regressive force, According to Dos Santos, the Brazilian social scientist: ‘By
dependence we mean a situation in which the cconomy ol certain countries is cautioned
by the development and expansion of an economy to which the former is subjected.
The relation of inter-dependence between two or more economies, and between these
and world trade, assumes the form of dependence when some countries (the dominant
ones) can do this only as a reflection of that expansion, which can have cither a

positive or a negative effect on their immediate development.’ (Dos Santos 1970:
231).

In the analysis of development and underdevelopment the dependency theory
focuses on the problem of foreign penetration into the political economies of the Third
World. Outside cconomic and political affect local development and reinforce after
local development and reinforce ruling classes at the expense of the marginal classes.
According to Osvaldo Sunkel: ‘Foreign factors are seen not as external but as intrinsic
to the system, with manifold and sometimes hidden or subtle political, financial,
economic, technical and cultural effects inside the underdeveloped country. ... Thus
the concept of *dependencia’ links the postwar evolution of capitalism internationally
to the discriminatory nature of the local process of development, as we know il. Access
to the means and benefits of development are selective; rather than spreading them,
the process tends to ensure a self-reinforcing accumulation of privilege for special

groups for special groups as well as the continued cxistence of a marginal class.’
(Sunkel 1972:510)

Despite these definitions of dependency there is no consensus on the theory, i.c.,
what brings dependency amongst the states. There are various theories of dependency

given by Fernando Hnerique Cardoso, Clair Savit Bacha. Philip J. O’Brien, and Ronald
H Chilcote.

According to Cardoso, three tendencies can be identified in dependency theories.
First was the notion of autonomous national development. This became very popular
in Brazil in response to the prevailing belief that development would occur through the
growing volume of export of various goods or through foreign investment. Within this
there were three broad alternatives: dependency. autonomy and revolution.

According to him, in order to climinate dependency, autonomy and revolution can
be very uscful strategies. The second tendency is an analysis of international capitalism
in a monopolistic manner. This aspect was later on highlighted by Paul Baran and Paul
Scezy and Harry Magdoft. However, finally there is a dependency literature which
focuses on the structural aspect of it. Cardoso himself claimed to be a part of this
stream. This stream examined the structural process of dependency in terms of class
relations. -

Bacha on the other hand identificd five concepts of dependency. The first was to
distinguish development from under-development by analyzing center and periphery
as interdependent parts of a worldwide capitalist system. The second conception dates
to Lenin’s works on imperialism. 1t is in this conception that dependentistas find the
underpinnings of their theory.

A third wave was of the scholars like Andre Gunder Frank who analyzed the
metropolis-satellite structure and the internal contradictions of the capitalist system. A
fourth perspective came from Dos Santos who developed what is called new
dependency. This was also known as technical industrial dependence. In contrast to
the colonial dependency based on trade export and financial-industrial dependency,
and characterized by the domination of big capital in the hegemonic centeis at the end
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ol the nincteenth century, the new dependency is o new PI‘C“‘”“C"”"“_h“SL‘d on
multinational corporations, which after the Second World War invested in industrieg
geared to the internal markets ol the underdeveloped countrics,

Structuralist Approaches to Dependency

Since colonial times, Latin America has been dependent on exports of raw materials
and agricultural commoditics in its pursuit of development. But his strategy faced 5
serious setback aller the decline in exports during the depression of the 1930,
Consequently, these countries decided to adopt an inward development strategy. Under
this strategy, planning and state control were given dominant positions. The main actors
in this exercise were petty bourgeoisic and industrial bourgeoisie. This approach was
known as ECLA approach. This approach connected the underdevelopment of Latin
America with the international economic systems. Osvaldo Sunkel and Celso Furtado
claborated upon the ECLA approach. He examined the inequalities in Brazil throughout
historical periods tracing the shifts of major economic activity and production from the
North-cast to the center-South region where the capital city is established.

" Dependent Capitalist Development

Fernando Henrique Cardoso contended the idea that capitalism promotes
underdevelopment. On the contrary he argued that capitalist development can occur
in dependent situations. He believéd that dependent capitalist development has become
anew form of monopolistic expansion in the Third World. This development benefits
all classes associated with international capital, including the local agrarian, commercial,

financial and industrial bourgeoisie and even the working class involved in the
international scclor. :

Monopoly Capitalism

This theory was developed by Lenin in his theory of imperialism. He said in his theory
olimperialism that in the monopoly stage of capitalism; in which the bank capital was
combined with the capital ol monopoly industrialists. Lenin called this as a merger of
linance capital under a financial oligarchy. Today such a merger would be represented
by the multinational corporations.

‘ Baran and Sweezy also developed this theme further. They credited Lenin with
advancing the Marxist theory from an analysis ol capitalism based on an autonomous
assumption ola competitive cconomy, generality of small farms. to the promotion that
imperialism constitutes a monopoly stage of capitalism composed of large scale
industries. They examined the US in the light of this approach. But their work is also

a foundition stone for understanding the external impact of monopoly capitalism of
the center exerts upon the peripheral nations of the world.
Development, Structuralist, Nationalist, Autonomons Development

The establishment ol international financial institutions helped ensure the hegemony of
dominant nations over dependent ones, and the establishment of
United States was to serve as benefactor Lo rid the backw
and o diffuse civilization everywhere,

aid programmes. The
ard world ol underdevelopment

Sinee colonial times, Latin America has been dependent on exports ol raw

materials and agricultural commaodities in its pursuil ol'development, but this strategy



of outward development was undermined by a decling in export carnings during.lhc
depression ol the 1930s. Under the ECLA (Economic Council of Latin America)
stratepy turned o inward development. The new stralegy was premised on the
achicvement of national autonomy through state control and planning of the political
cconomy under the petty bourgeois intelligentsia and the industrial bourgeoisic. Under

the modermizing state the bourgeoisie would become progressive and a supporter ol

“national interests as capitalist development diffused itsell into rural arcas and as
cconomic and political policies restricted the influence of foreign interests.

The ECLA approach was based on anti-imperialist views in that it linked Latin
American underdevelopment to the intermational cconomic system. Its preference for
autonomous capitalist development was cchoed by the democratic lefist of social
democratic partics. For example, Haya de la Torre of Peru, Romulo Betancourt of
Venezuala and Artruro Frondiezi of Argentina.

Osvaldo Sunkel and Celso Furtado claborated upon the ECLA position. Furtado
examined the incqualities in Brazil throughout historical periods tracing the shift of
major economic activity and production (rom the North-east Lo the Centre-South region
where Sao Paulo is situated. Sunkel agreed that this transformation of the existing

structure was necessary for autonomous growth; he believed that participation of the
masses. including the marginal population was essential.

Internal Colonialism

Sunkel alluded to polarization within countries, reminiscent of the theory of internal |

colonialism proposed by the Mexican sociologist Pablo Gonazalez Cassonova (1970).
The same condition of traditional colonialism, he argued are found internally in nations
today. These conditions include monopoly and dependence (the metropolis dominates
isolated communities, creating a deformation of the native economy and decapitalization,
relations of production and social control and culture and living standards (subsistence
economics. accenture poverty, backward techniques, low productivity, lack of services).
These are the conditions of marginal people who suffer from low levels of education,
unemployment and underemployment and lack of nourishment. Such people experience
a sense of resignation and fatalism similar to that of colonized people.

Poles of Development

A derivation of intemal colonialism is the theory of poles of development first given by
French economist Francois Perroux (1968) and claborated by Brazilian geographer
Manuel Correia de Andrade (1967). Andrade was concerned especially with unequal
development, which he believed was evident between nations as well as between
regions within a single country. The experience in capitalist nations in areas of natural

resources and in socialist nations of planned industrial centres served as the basis for
a poles-of-development theory.

This theory believes that underdeveloped economies are characterized by a lack

of infrastructure in transportation and communication by a dual economy, with ad vanced

areas existing alongside subsistence ones, and by dependence upon external decisions
that pertain to the production of products.

Sub-imperialism

This theory was propounded by Ruy Mauro Marini in the context of Brazilian capitalist -
development. He characterized Brazilian development as super exploitative, with a
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rapid accumulation of capital benefitting the owners of the means ol production ang
anabsolute poverty accruing to the masses. With the diminution of the intermal consumer
market and a related decline in surplus, the Brazilian ecconomy reached an impassc in
1964. At the time the military regime initiated its sub-imperialist scheme on two fronts:
first, to further exploit mass consumption and second, to penctrate foreign markets,

New Dependency

Theotonio Dos Santos took exception to Frank’s emphasis on surplus cxtraction as the
principle cause ol underdevelopment. The process under consideration, rather than
being one of satellization as Frank believes, is a case of the formation of a certain type
of internal structure conditioned by internal relationships of dependence (P.O’Brien
92735710,

Dos Sontos outlined several types of dependencies. Colonial dependency
characterized relationship between Europeans and the colonies by which a monopoly
of trade complemented a monopoly of land, mines, and manpower in the colonized
countries.

Financial industrial dependency consolidated itself at the end of the nineteenth
century with, on the one hand, a domination of capital by the hegemonic centres and,
on the other the investment of capital in the peripheral colonies for raw material and
agricultural products, which in turn would be consumed by the centres.

The new dependency which cmerged after the Second World War was based on
investments by multinational corporations. The theory of the new dependency is
elaborated in Dos Santos’s writings.

The new dependency theory understands industrial development to be dependent
on exports, which generate foreign currency to buy imported capital goods. Exports
are usually tied to the traditional sectors of an economy, which are controlled by the
landed bourgeoisie and which in turn, are tied to the foreign capital.

The theory of new dependency attempts to demonstrate that the relationship of
dependent countries to dominant countries cannot be altered without a change in internal
‘structure and external relations. Further the structure of dependency deepens, leads
dependent countries to underdevelopment, and aggravates the problems of the people
as those countries conform to international and internal structure strongly influenced
by the role of multinational corporations as well as by the international commodity and
capital markets.

Cueck YOur PRoGREss

7. What do you understand by neo-Marxism?
8. Name some of the neo-Marxists.

9. What are the three tendencies in dependency theories according to Fernando
Hnerique Cardoso?

[0. What is dependent capitalist development?
I. What docs the theory of poles of development say? - J

1.3.2 World Systems Theory

A major breakthrough in the Marxist analysis of international relations was the world
systems theory propounded by Immanuel Wallerstein. Wallerstein argues that history
is marked by the emergence or collapse of various types of world systems. These
world systems begin they achieve a middle phase and also collapse gradually. The



modern world system is an outcome ofan expansion ol capitalism. Wallerstein calls it
a ‘system of production for sale in a market for profitand appropriation of this profit
on the basis of individual or collective ownership.” Lven this system is bound (o
collapsc onc day.

What is a world system?
According to Wallerstein, a world system is:
*A social system, one that has boundaries. structures, member groups, rules of
legitimization, and coherence. Its lite is made up ol the conllicting forces which
hold together by tension and tear it apart as cach group secks clernally to remould
it 10 its advantage. 1t has the characteristic ol an organism. in that it has a life span
over which its characteristic change in some respeet and remiain stable in others.
Life within it is largely self-contained, and the dynamic ol development arc largely
intemal.” (Wallerstein 2003: 347)
In his first definition he said thata world system is a ‘multicultural territorial division of
labour in which the production and exchange of basic goods and raw materials is
necessarily for the everyday life olits inhabitants.’ ‘

This division of labour refers to the forces and relations of production of the
world economy as a wholc and it Ieads to the existence of two interdependent regions:
core and periphery.

In the dependency theory, along with the notion of core and periphery, Wallersteir
also added a new element called semi-periphery. These are the geographical
explanations of the modern state system. According to Wallerstein, the semi-periphery
sone has an intrinsic role within the world system displaying certain features of core
and other characteristics of periphery. Unlike the periphery in the dependency literature
which is highly underdeveloped in terms of industrial development, the semi periphery
has strong industrial base like core. It is because of this nature that semi-periphery
also plays a crucial role in social and cconomic development of the modern world
system. More specifically, semi-periphery provides a source of labour that counter-

_attacks any upward pressure on wages in the core and also provides a new home for
those industries that can no longer functional profitably in the core. The semi-periphery
also plays a vital role in stabilizing the political structure of the world system.

The current world system is a power hicrarchy between core and periphery, in

which powerful and wealthy “core societies’ dominate and exploit weak and poor
_peripheral socicties. Technology is a crucial factor in the positioning of a region in the
core and periphery. The relationship between these three zones is exploitative in nature.
Advanced and developed countries are the core and the less developed are in the
periphery.

The differential strength of the multiple states within the system is crucial to
maintain the system as a whole, because strong states reinforce and increase the
differential flow of surplus to the core zones. This is what Wallerstein called the
unequal exchange of the systemic transfer of surplus from semi proletarian sectors
in the periphery to the high technology, industrialized core. This leads to a process of
capital accumulation at a global scale and necessarily involves the appropriation and
transformation of peripheral surplus.

On the political side of the world system a few concepts need highlighting. For
Wallerstein, nation states are the variable clements within the system. States arc used
by class forces to pursue their interest in the case of core countries. Imperialism
refers to the domination of weak peripheral regions by strong core states. Hegemony
refers to the existence of one core state temporarily outstripping the rest. Hegemonie
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powers maintain some balance and enforce free trade as long as it is (o lhci.r udv:nruagc
Finally there is global class struggle. Wealth is (Iruin(.:(l away from the periphery 1o the
center. Together the core, semi-periphery, and periphery make up the geographi,
dimension of the world economy.

In order o explain their interaction, Wallerstein has discussed I.C{npor.al dimcnsiong
These are cyclical rhythms, sccular trends, contradictions and crisis. It is these, whep
combined with the spatial dimensions, which determine the nature of the world systep,

In the world system, Wallerstein reserves the term ‘crisis'. to refer to a specifj,
type of temporal occurrence. Crisis conslilutes a unigue set of circumstances that ¢,
only be manifested once in the lifetime of a world-system. It occurs when the
contradictions, sccular trends, and cyclical rhythms in such a way to mean that th,
system cannot continue to reproduce itself.

Wallerstein argues that the end of the cold war, rather than marking a triumph o
liberalism, indicates its imminent demise. This has sparked a crisis in the current worlg-
system that will involve its demise and replacement by another system. Much of
Wallerstein’s recent works has been an attempt to develop a political programme (o
promole a new world system that is more equitable and just than the current one,

Cieck YOour PROGRESS

12. Who gave the world system theory?
13. How does Wallerstein define world system?

1.4 l\100ERNiSM AND POSTMODERNISM

Modemism is a philosophical movement along with cultural trends and changes that
arose in the late 19th and early 20th centuries due to wide-scale and far-reaching
transformations in the Western socicty. The factors that shaped modernism were
industrialization that facilitated the development of modern industrial societies, rapid
growth of cities, followed by the horrors of World War 1. Modernism rejected the
certainty of Enlightenment thinking. In general, modernism includes the activities
and creations of those who felt that the traditional forms of literature, art, architecture,
philosophy, religious faith, and activities of daily life were becoming outdated in the
new social, economic, and political environment of an emerging industrialized world.

A notable characteristic of modernism is self-consciousness, which often led to
experiments with form, along with the use of techniques that drew attention to the
processcs and materials used in architecture, paintings, and poems. Mademnism explicitly
rejected the ideology of realism and made use of the works of the past by employing
reprise, incorporation, recapitulation, and parody in new forms.

In the West, many see moderism as a socially progressive trend of thought that
asserts the power of human beings to create, improve and reshape their environment
with the help of scientific knowledge, technology and practical experimentations. In
this respect, Modernism encouraged the re-examination of every aspect of existence
from philosophy to commerce. Modernism has also been viewed as an aesthetic
introspection. This facilitates consideration of'specific reactions to the use ol'tcchﬁOlogv
in the First World War, and anti-technological and nihilistic aspects of the works of
diverse thinkers and artists from Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) to Samuel
Beckeut (1906-1989),



With the continuing technological advances from 1870 onwards, the idea that
history and civilization were inherently progressive, and that progress was always
good, increasingly came under attack from theorists and thinkers. It was argued that
the values of the artist and the socicty were not very difTerent, but that sociely was
antithetical to progress, and its present form prevented it from moving forward. Arthur
Schopenhauer (1788-1860). German philosopher, argued that people continuously seck
satisfaction and live in a dissatisficd world. He questioned the 19" century optimism
and believed the universe to be inherently irrational. His ideas had an important influence
on thinkers such as Friedrich Nictzsche, Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud, and Leo
Tolstoy among others. Two of the most significant thinkers of the 19" century were
political scientist Karl Marx, author of Das {apital (1867), and biologist Charles
Danwin, author of On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection (1859).
Karl Marx argued that there were fundamental contradictions within the capitalist
system and that the workers were anything but free. Darwin’s theory of evolution by
natural selection undermined religious certainty and the idea of human uniqueness. The
theories of Marx and Darwin inspired many modernists who viewed capitalism as
degrading to mankind and cited the theories of Darwin as the true natural order.

Beginning of Modernism in France

The beginning of modernism is debated among historians and writers across various
disciplines. Historian, William Everdell, has argued that modernism began in the 1870s,
when metaphorical (or ontological) continuity began (o yield to the discrete with
mathematician Richard Dedekind’s (1831-1916) Dedekind cut, and Ludwig
Boltzmann’s (1844-1906) statistical thermodynamics. Visual art critic, Clement
Greenberg, called Immanuel Kant ‘the first real modernist”,

The theories of Sigmund Freud were influential to modemist writers. Central to
Freud’s thinking is the idea ‘of the primacy of the unconscious mind in mental life’,
such that all subjective reality is based on basic drives and instincts, on the basis of
which the outside world is perceived. Freud's description of subjective states involved
an unconscious mind full of primal impulses and counter-balancing self-imposed
restrictions derived from social values. '

Friedrich Nietzsche was another major forefather of modernism who believed in
the philosophy that psychological drives, specifically the ‘will to power’ was of central
importance. Modernists” questioning of philosophical rationalism found support in the
writings of Friedrich Nietzsche, whose existentialist philosophy held that reality originated
and ended in individual experience. Henri Bergson, a French philosopher, emphasized
the difference between scientific, clock time and the direct, subjective, human experience
oftime. His work on time and consciousness greatly influenced the twentieth-century
novelists especially those who used the stream of consciousness technique, such

.as Virginia Woolf, Dorothy Richardson and James Joyce:

Another modernist movement is ‘futurism’. The First World War and the Russian
Revolution of 1917 changed the world order and eroded the beliefs in the institutions
of the past. The birth of a machine age which brought about major changes in the daily
life in the 19th century radically changed the nature of warfare. The horrors of the
First World War altered the basic assumptions, and the realistic depiction of [ife in arts
seemed inadequate when faced with the surreal nature of trench warfare. The

perception that mankind was steadily making moral progress seemed ridiculous in the

face of slaughter, that was described in the works of Erich Maria Remarque’s novel, A//
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Quiet on the Western Front ( 1929). Hence, modernism’s view of reality came to be
more aceepted in the 1920s alter the War,

Some mdernists believed that they were a part of a rcvnitlti().|1:}r')/ culture that
included political revolution. In Russia, afer the revolution of I.‘)l il mlt.mlly there was
a burgeoning avant garde cultural activitics thatincluded Ru:s‘m.un futunsr?]. ”(WVC\{C[’,
some modernists rejected conventional politics as well as artistic conventions arguing
that a revolution of political consciousness had greater importance than a char}gc in
political structures. Many modernists also considered themselves to be apolitical,
T.S. Eliot, an essayist, playwright, literary and social critic, rejected the popular mass
culture. Some modernist writers argue that modernism in art and literature sustained
an elitc culture that excluded majority of the population. By 1930, modernism had
cemented a place in the political and artistic eslablishmcnls,.allhough modernism itself
by this time had changed. Modernism continued to evolve during the 1930s.

After Joseph Stalin came to power, the Soviet government rejected modernism
on the grounds of elitism, although previously it had endorsed futurism and
constructivism. In Germany, the Nazi government was critical of modemism and
deemed it narcissistic and nonsensical, as well as ‘Jewish’ (anti-semitism) and ‘Negro'.
For this reason, many modernists of the post-war generation felt that they were the
most important bulwark against totalitarianism, whose repression by a government or
other groups with supposed authority represented a warning that individual liberties
were being threatened.

Modernism flourished mainly in the consumer/capitalist societies, in spitc of the
fact that the proponents of modernism often rejected consumerism. However, during
the 1960s, ‘high modernism’ began to merge with consumer culture after World War
11. In Britain, a youth sub-culture calling itself *‘modernist’ (usually shortened to ‘mod’)
emerged following music groups such as ‘the who™ and ‘the kinks’. The likes of Bob
Dylan and the Rolling Stones combined popular musical traditions with modernist verse,
adopted literary devices derived from James Thurber, James Joyce, T. S. Eliot, Samuel
Beckett and others. Even the Beatles developed along similar lines, creating various
modernist musical effects on several albums. Modernist devices also began to appear
in popular cinema and later on in music videos. Modemist designs also entered the
mainstream popular culture, when simplified and stylized forms became popular, often
associated with dreams of a space age high-tech future.

The merging of consumer and high versions of modemist culture radically
transformed the meaning of modemism. It has been argued that modernism had become
so institutionalized that it had reached the ‘post avant-garde’ stage, indicating that it
had lost its power as a revolutionary movement. Many have interpreted this
transformation as the beginning of the phase that came to be known as postmodemism
Art critic, Robert Hughes, has argued that postmodernism is an extension of modernism

There are many reasons for the disillusionment with modernity. The experience
of war, violence and totalitarianism in the twentieth century, growing asscrtion of the
colonized people, resultant decline in the legitimacy of the western |;owcr. arousal of
subaltern voices, proliferation of new technologies of communication and the rising
consumer culture making a distinction between ‘high” and *low’—all these factors.
led many thinkers in the West to rethink and question the very foundations of modemity:

Postmodernism

Postmodernism is a late 20" century movement that is seen as o departure from
modernism. It is olten associated with poststructuralism and deconstruction because

qu
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the term gained popularity at the same time as the poststructural thought of the twenticth-
century. Postmodernism includes skeptical interpretations of philosophy, history,
culture, literature, art, architecture, fiction, and literary criticism. Postmodernism is
reaction against tendencies in modernism marked by revival of historical techniques
and clements. Though the idea ol postmodernity had been prevailing since the 1940s,
the postmodem phi losophy primarily originated in France during the mid 20th century.
Hence, itis considered to be a part of contemporary history.

Postmodem philosophy is critical of the assumptions and universalizing tendency
of the Western philosophy. It emphasizes the importance of personalization
and discourse, power relationships, in the construction of truth and world views.
Postmodernists do not agree with the Enlightenment faith in science and technology
as instruments of human progress. In fact, many postmodermnists are of the opinion
that the misguided (or unguided) pursuit of scientific and technological knowledge led
to the development of technologies for killing on a massive scale in World War
I. Postmodernists reject objectlive natural reality. According to postmodernists, reality,
rcason and logic are conceptual consltrucls. They claim that there is no such thing as
‘universal truth’. Postmodemists dismiss Enlightenment discourses to adopt ‘totalizing’
systems of thought or grand metanarratives of human historical, biological, and social
development. According to postmodernists, these theories are hurtful and damaging
not only because they are false but because they effectively impose conformity on
other perspectives or discourses, thereby, marginalizing, oppressing or silencing them.
Jacques Derrida, a French philosopher, equated the theoretical tendency of totality
with totalitarianism. Agreeing with Michel Foucault, a French philosopher, social theorist,
philologist and literary critic, postmodemists defend the comparatively nuanced view
that in complex and subtle ways, what counts as knowledge in a given era is always
influenced by considerations of power. Postmodernists talks about a disciplinary society
characterized by a widespread network of surveillance machinery.

Postmodern has been used to express dissatisfaction with modern architecture
that led to the postmodern architectural movement. Italso developed as aresponse to
the modemist architectural movement known as the International Style. Postmodernism
in architecture is marked by the re-emergence of surface ornament, historical reference
in decorative forms (eclecticism), and non-orthogonal angles.

The postmodern philosophy is greatly influenced by the writings of Friedrich
Nietzsche and Soren Kierkegaard in the 19th century and philosophers in the early-to-
mid 20th-century including psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan, phenomenologists Martin
Heidegger and Edmund Husserl, structuralist Roland Barthes, and language/logic
philosopher, Ludwig Wittgenstein. The postmodern philosophy is also influenced from
the world of the arts and architecture, particularly John Cage and Marcel
Duchamp, artists who practiced collage, and the architecture of Las Vegas and
the Pompidou Centre. The most influential early postmodern philosophers are Jean-
Frangois Lyotard, Jean Baudrillard, Michel Foucault and Jacques Derrida.

Deconstruction _
Deconstruction is a form of philosophical, literary criticism, and textual analysis
developed by Jacques Derrida. A deconstructive approach implies an analysis that
questions the already evident understanding of a text in terms of hierarchical values,
frames of reference, ideological underpinnings, and presuppositions. Derrida has opined
that the world follows the grammar of a text undergoing its own deconstruction. The
method employed by Derrida frequently involves recognizing and spelling out the
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Theories of the 20th Centy - difTerent, yetsimilar interpretations ol the meaning _ul'u EIeILICAL and the Problen,
implications ol binary oppositions within the meaning ol the text. The "L‘Ctmﬂlruutu‘r
philosophy of Derrida influenced @ postmodemn movement cu!lcd (Ilccunslruul‘w
among architects, This movement was characterized by distortion, ""‘L'”"h:n‘
l‘mgm;‘nlulinn. and dislocation o (architectural clements indesigning a building, Deryy
ceased 1o be involved with the movement afier the publication of his projec
architeet Peter Eisenmann in Chora L Works: Jacques Derrida and Peter Eisepy,,
Some of the influential postmodernist philosophersarc
1. Jacques Derrida: Derrida is regarded as the father of deconstruction h
practiced the philosophy asa form of textual criticism. e was critical of Weg,,
philosophy for it privileged the concept of presence and logos and as oppy,

to absence, markings or writings. Derrida used references to Greek philosoph@

ptics and Presocratics, such as Epoché and Apor;,

NOTES

discussed below: |

notions associated with Ske

: : ¢
articulate his notion of implicit circularity between premises and conclus,
origins and manifestations, but in a radical manner reinterpreted philosophy |
figures such as Plato, Aristotle and Descartes. :

_Michel Foucault: Foucault introduced concepls such as ‘discursive regin, 1
and re-invoked older philosophics like ‘episteme” and ‘genealogy’ inordrt ¢
explain the relationship between meaning, power, and social behaviour wilr
social orders. Foucault asserted that rational judgment, social practicearn !
only inscparable but co-determinant a nd are in direct contradiction to modem: ¢
perspectives on epistemology. Foucault argued that knowledge is prodw: !
through the operations of power and changes fundamentally in different historc
epochs. He rejected the Enlightenment concepts of liberation, freedom.v
self-determination. Instead, he laid emphasis on the ways through whichsw
constructs can foster violence, cultural hegemony, and exclusion. He consid
Freud's concept of repression central to psychoanalysis (which was stilhe
influential in France during the 1960s and 70s), to be both harmful and misplas
Foucault argued that language functions in a way that renders false orsi
tendencies that might otherwise threaten or undermine the distributions of po*
backing the conventions of a society, even though such distributions clai” |
celebrate liberation and expression or value minority groups and
perspectives. His writings greatly influenced the larger body of Postmel’ l
academic literature. :

wed W ;

(§¥)

3. Jean-Francois Lyotard: Thp writings of Lyotard are largely concent
the role of narratives in human culture, and particularly how the role has Ch;l.ll:'. !
as we left modernity and entered a postmodemn condition. He was of theop™
that modern philosophies legitimized their claims of truth not (as they themse™

claimed) on logical or empirical grounds, but on thie grounds of accepted™® 1
or metanarratives about knowledge and the world. He argued that ina postes
l].\_‘l.‘"‘- {

condition, the metanarratives no longer functions to legitimize the trut
He was of the opinion that in a postmodern situation, t]]CI'L‘ is no absol
rather there exists a world of ever-changing relationships among peop”
between people and the world. '

aeltt

Criticisms
cawl
. 1

There are intellectually diverse eriticisms of postmodernism including th
Jatn

that postmodernism is meaningless and promotes obscurantismand uses ¢
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culture, knowledge and morality) to the extent that it cripples judgements. Noam
Chomsky, an American linguist, philosopher has argued that postmodernism is
mcaningless as it adds nothing to empirical or analytical knowledge. William Lane
Craig, an American analytical philosopher, Christian apologist and theologian, has argued
that the notion that we live in a postmodern culture is a myth. According to Craig, a
postmodern culture is impossible. People are not relativistic in matters of enginecring,
science, and technology; rather, they are relativistic and pluralistic in matters ol ethics
and religion,

Félix Guattari, an institutional psychotherapist and philosopher, often considered
to be a postmodernist, rejected its theoretical assumptions by arguing that Postmodernist
and structuralist theories are not flexible enough to provide explanations in social,
environmental and psychological domains at the same time.

American litcrary critic and Marxist political theorist, 'redric Jameson, critiqued
postmodernism (or poststructuralism), and labeled it as ‘the cultural logic of late
capitalism’. He was critical of postmodernism for it did not critically engage with the
metanarratives of capitalization and globalization. This makes postmodemist philosophy
complicit with the prevailing relations of domination and exploitation.

Many philosophical movements have rejected both modernity and postmodermnity.
Some of'these philosophical movements believe in cultural and religious conservatism
and do not conform to the notion of postmodemism that rejects natural or spiritual
truths and emphasizes on material and physical pleasure. Many of (hese critiques
attack the tendency of postmodernism to abandon the *objective truth” and consider it

to be an unacceptable feature of postmodernism and offer a metanarrative that provides
this truth. ' ' ‘

Postmodemists orintellectuals who support postmodernism, such as British
historian Perry Anderson, defend the existence of the varied meanings assigned to the
term postmodernism. He is of the opinion that postmodzarnism contradicts one another

on the surface and that a postmodernist analysis can offer insight into the contemporary
culture.

1.4.1 Impact of Postmodernism on Political Thcory

The post-modernists challenge liberalism for its abstract categories—calegories like
the universal rights of all people and emphasize the rights ol'specitic groups—women,
tribals. blacks and the colonial people. This has led to the emergence of, “new social
movements’, which challenged specific forms of social domination based on gender,
caste, colour and race. Identity politics has become the most crucial element in these
movements. It also marks a shift from macro abstract political, social and economic
issues to culture. The basic argument of identity politics is that individuals define
themselves mainly as belonging to a given cultural group which perecives themselves
as disadvantaged and oppressed at the hands of groups which are privileged and
dominant upper castes, white races and the imperialist countrics. The relevant binary
categorics in identity policies become *we and *they’. It is tmportant to note that in
practical terms, this new political theory ol identity politics tantamount to rejecting the
Marxian category of *class’as a major tool olanalysis. It, equally vehemently, negates
liberalism’s universal categories like *universal vights', *civil liberties' and “equality”,
Instead of the “class war” of Marxian varicty. it emphasizes local strugples”™, Instead
ol advocating power to the working class, it advocales empowerment of the

local
communities and specific cualtural groups,
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14. State one characteristic of modernism.

15. Who are the authors of Das Kapital and On the Origin of Species by Means of
Natural Selection?

16, Name the thinkers whose ideas and theories inspired modernist writers,

17. Who is regarded as the father of deconstruction?

18. Name some influential postmodernist philosophers.

Cniek Your PROGRESS

]

1.5 SUMMARY

The word *fascism® was derived from the Latin word fascio meaning club,
In 1919, Mussolini formed a group called *Fasico de Combatimentto’ i,
combatant group.

The political turmoil in the country gave Mussolini the opportunity he was waiting
for as the ruling liberals ceased to be a prominent force in ltaly.

By 1922, Fascist clubs were sct up all over the country whiclyrecrui:cd
unemployed soldiers and youth. It was financially supported by industrialisis
landowners, merchant community and all section of the Italian public whos
lifc and property were endangered.

By a series of law in 1925, the parliamentary government was scrapped in Italy
and Mussolini was given dictatorial powers. The political structure of Italy was
that ol'a totalitarian state.

After 1942, the course of war changed and the defeat of Italy became imminen.
due to continuous defcats and internal economic crisis. ‘

When the Allics attacked North Italy in 1945, Italy unconditionally surrendered
to Allies. This marked the fall of Fascist Italy.

Kaiser Wilhem 11, the last German Emperor, was held responsible for the debacle
of the German army in the First World War. A countrywide anti-monarchis
revolution compelled Kaiser to abdicalte his throne.

The Weimer Republic, which bridged the years between the Hohenzollems
and the Nazis, had a number of outstanding achievements to its credit.

The younger generation ol Germany was not happy with the Republicar
government and continued to nourish ambitions for a powerful Germany.
Hitler and his associates formed the Nazi Party in 1920 afier the end of (e
First World War. In the same year, the party announced the Twenty-five Poit!
Programme, which emphasized the need of s scraping the Treaty of Versailles
which had been imposed on Germany, establishment of vast German empirt
alter bringing back the lost colonies of Germany among others.

Hitler suceeeded in gaining and exercising supreme power in Germany and.m
the process, arguably left more impact on world’s history in the twentieth centun?
than any other political figure

In 1920, Hitler joined the German workers party, the National Socialist Germa!
Worker’s Party, popularly known as the Nazi Party. Hitler's skills for publicit
and as a spcaker gradually popularized the Nazi Yarty.

During the primary part of the 1930s, the Nazi movement had grown quit
powerlul in Germany.




* InAugust 1934, Hindenburg dicd and Hitler became the presidentof Germany —— Theories of the 201, Century
and by the Enabling Act of 1933, he attained dictatorial powers.

* Therise of Nazi Germany and the aggressive policies pursued by it encouraged
the growth of revisionist sentiments that strengthened the status quo. This led

to adivision of the world in two hostile camps, which ultimately culminated in
the Second World War,

NOTES

* There is no formal neo-Marxist organization and seldom do people call themselves
nco-Marxists, so it is difficult to describe who belongs to this movement. Also
there is no set definition as to what a neo-Marxist is. which makes grouping and
categorizing this idea even more difficult,

® The humanist strain of neo-Marxism draws particularly on the work of the
young Marx and constitutes the main stream of critical theory.

* Dependency theories became quite popular during the 1970s and 1980s. Unlike
the realist and liberal theories which are largely America and Europe centred,
the dependency theories largely came from the Latin American scholars.

* Despite these definitions of dependency there is no consensus on the theory,
1.c., what brings dependency amongst the states.

* The new dependency theory understands industrial development to be dependent
on exports, which generate foreign currency to buy imported capital goods.

e A major breakthrough in the Marxist analysis ol international relations was the
world systems theory propounded by Immanuel Wallerstein.

* The current world system is a power hierarchy between core and per iphery, in
which powerful and wealthy ‘core societies” dominate and exploit weak and
poor peripheral societies.

* Modemism isa philosophical movement along with cultural trends and changes
that arose in the late 19th and early 20th centuries due to wide-scale and far-
reaching transformations in the Western society.

¢ A notable characteristic of Modernism is sell-consciousness, which often led to
experiments with form, along with the use of techniques that drew attention to
the processes and materials used in architecture, paintings, and pocms.

e Modemism explicitly rejected the ideology of realism and made use of the works
of the past by employment of reprise, incorporation, recapitulation, and parody
in new forms.

¢ Thetheories of Sigmund Freud were influential to Modernist writers. Friedrich
Nictzsche was another major forefather of modernism who belicved in the
philosophy that psychological drives, specifically the *will to power” was ol

“central importance.

e Another Modernist movement is Futurism.

e The merging of consumer and high versions of modernist culture radically
transformed the meaning of modernism. It has been argued that Modernism
had become so institutionalized that it had reached the post avant-garde stage,
indicating that it had lost its power as a revolutionary movement.

¢ Postmodernism is a late 20" century movement that is seen as a departure
from modemism.

o Postmodern philosophy is eritical of the assumptions and universalizing tendency
of the Western philosophy. It emphasizes the importance of personalization
and discourse, power relationships. in the construction ol truth and world views,
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natural reality. According to postmodernists,

« Postmodernists rejeet objective : ‘ tmodern
| | constructs. They claim that there is ng

reality, reason and logic are conceplua
such thing as ‘universal truth’. |
e Deconstruction is a form ol philosophical, literary criticism, and textual analysis
developed by Jacques Derrida.
e Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault and Jean-Frangois Lyotard are some of the
influential postmodernist philosophers.
ns of postmodernism including the

e There are intellcctually diverse criticis _
ss and promotes obscurantismang

asscrtions that postmodernism is mcaninglc LISt
uses relativism (in culture, knowledge and morality) to the extent thatiteripples
judgements. '

e The post-modernists challenge liberalism for its abstract categorics— categories
like the universal rights ol all people and emphasize the rights of specilic groups —
women, tribals, blacks and the colonial people. This has led to the emergence
of New Social Movements which challenge specific forms of social domination
based on gender, casle, colour and race.

1.6 KEY TERMS

e Fascism: The word *fascism’ was derived from the Latin word fascio meaning
club.

e Modernism: Modemism is a philosophical movement along with cultural trends
and changes that arose in the late 19th and carly 20th centurics due to wide-
scale and far-reaching transformations in the Western society.

e Postmodernism: Postmodernism is a late 20" century movement which

evolved as rcaction to modernism.
e World system: It is a ©social system, one that has boundaries, structures,
member groups, rules of legitimization, and coherence.
1.7 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’
I. The word *fascism’ was derived from the Latin word fascio meaning club.

2. The fascists formed an association named ADITI] of young volunteers drawn
mostly from the middle class and universities. The members of ADITI were
trained commandos who were used to break up meetings of the socialists.

'

. In 1919, Mussolini formed a group called Fasico de Combatimentto.

. The Weimar Constitution came into effect on 11 August 1919.

[T

. In 1926, Gérmany was admitted to the League of Nations.

6. The autobiography of Hitler is Mein Kampf or *My Struggle’

7. Neo-Marxism is a term used o refer to the approachces forwarded by
contemporary Marxists or new Marxists to the several political and socil
problems which traditional Marxist thought was unable to answer:

&, Scveral important advances 1o neco-Marxism came after World \War | from
Georg Lukacs, Karl Korsch and Antonio Gramscei,

9. According to Fernando Hierique Cardoso, the three tendencies in dependency

theories are the following:
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e First was the notion ol autonomous national development Theories of the 20th Century

* The sccond tendency is an analysis of international capitalism in a
monopolistic manner, NOTES

Finally, there is a dependency literature which focuses on the structural

aspect of it Cardoso himself claimed to be a part of this stream.

10. Fernando Henrique Cardoso contended the idea that capitalism promoles
underdevelopment, To the contrary he argued that capitalist development can
occur independent situations. He believed that dependent capitalist development
has become a new Torm of monopolistic expansion in the Third World. This
development benelits all classes associated with international capital, including
the local agrarian, commercial, (inancial and industrial bourgeoisie and cven the
working class involved in the international sector.

11. The theory of poles ol development first given by the French economist Francois
Perroux (1968) and claborated by the Brazilian geographer Manuel Correia de
Andrade (1967). believes that underdeveloped economies are characterized by
alack of infrastructure in transportation and communication by a dual economy,
with advanced areas existing alongside subsistence ones, and by dependence
upon external decisions that pertain to the production of products.

12. The world systems thcory was propounded by Immanuel Wallerstein.

13. Aworld system, according to Wallerstein, is a multicultural territorial division of
labour in which the production and exchange of basic goods and raw materials
is necessarily for the everyday life of its inhabitants.

14. A notable characteristic of modernism is self-consciousness, which often led to
experiments with form, along with the usc of technigues that drew attention to
the processes and materials used in architecture, paintings, and poems.

" 15. Karl Marx wrote Das Kapital and Charles Darwin is the author of On the
Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection.

16. The theories and ideas of Sigmund Freud and Friedrich Nictssche inspired
modernist writers. '

17. Jacques Derrida is regarded as the father of deconstruction.
I8. Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault and Jean-Frangois Lyotard are some ol the
influential postmodemist philosophers.

1.8 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions
I. What were the achievements of the Weimar Republic?
2. What does the world system theory state?
3. How were the nco-Marxists different from the Marxists?
4. Write a short note on deconstruction.

5. State the impact of postmodernism on political theory.

Long-Answer Questions

1. What were the basic characteristics of fascism? Discuss the characteristics of
Italy as a lotalitarian state.

2. What were the programmes ol the Nazi party? Discuss the rise ol Adolf Hitler,
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3. Discuss the birth of nco-Marxism.
4. Were the nco-Marxists really successful in differentiating themselves lrom Mam
Give your reasons.
. . Lz svelopment in the dependey,, -
5. Discuss the theory of development and underdevelopt penden,
theory. '
6. Describe the various approaches to dependency theory.
7. What is the world system theory of Wallerstein®
8. Explain modernism.

9. Discuss postmodernism. Describe the idcas and viewpoints of some of |,
influential postmodern philosophers.
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2.0 INTRODUCTION

For two hundred years political and economic ideas have focused on development and
contradictions within the society. The power structure of the state and the economic
strength of the propertied class have drawn almost the entire attention of social scientists.
But as carly as the late 19th century a new claimant to attention emerged. It was the
gender question. Still later, at the beginning of the second halfl of the 20" century
awareness developed about environmental decay in the form of depletion of forest,
global warming, draughts and floods and other natural calamitics. The first concern
was expressed in feminisim and the second concern was expressed in environmentalism.

This unit will discuss the various types of feminism and their relevance today. It
will also assess the environmental concern of today.

2.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES _
After going through this unit, you will be able to:
o Identify the role and importance of feminism in the changing socio-political
_scenario '
e Summarize and evaluale the different theories of feminism

e Discuss the issucs related to ecology and environment

2.2 FEMINISM

The word feminist has been derived from the French term féministe. After the First
International Womien's Conlerence in Paris in 1892 the term feminism was used
regularly in English for the advocacy of equal rights for women based on the idca of
the equality of the sexes. Feminism refers to the principle ol equality and equal rights
to both men and women. The wave ol feminism arose in Europe and Amcerica in
response to the exclusion of women from mainstream politics and decision making
bodies. Women's exclusion was argued and justified on the ground of biological
difference imbibed among the sexes.

Most feminists concentrated on criticizing the patriarchal system. Men had an
advantage over women because they had better access (o the resources that sociely
had to offer. Thus, men were able to exercise power over women, both at a large
scale and ata personal level. Intimate relationships between the sexes were, therelore,
always power relationships (Millett, 1972/1970). Individual men making changes would
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help, but this would not bring liberation for women unless the way society OPC(ﬂllL‘d
changed. At the beginning ol the feminist movement in the late l‘)('()s'.un(! c-url.y 1970,
some feminist groups or events included mcn(thchmq. 1995), but feminists became
frustrated by the tendency of men to monopolize meetings or groups and Io.und that
more could be achieved without them (Phillips 19911 98). Some men continued to
provide support for the feminist movement, but did so by forming their ov:/r: groups to
examine how they might relate to women in better ways (Messner, 1997) and/or
providing background support such as childcare at feminist conlferences.

In essence, feminism questions the patriarchal idcologics uscd Lo justify
subordination o women, It analyscs women's status in the past and the present ang
challenges the age-old notion that it was natural and universally accepted that women
should remain subordinated to men.

Feminism begins from the very fact that women are always oppressed and for
many, this oppression is primary. It raiscs the fact that women'’s freedomand power is
limited by the supremacy of their male counterpart, who generally have more cconomic
power and social authority. This is not to overlook that fact that women arce difTerent
from men and these differences themselves involve subordination and exploitation,
Hence, what is required is to view the world from the women’s point ol view that has
so far been excluded from the production of knowledge. Such a view will break the
long held notion of male supremacy and explain the existence of this fact, which has
not been accepted.

Itis wurlhy to note that studies in sociology, economy and public administration to
look for the source ol oppression have ignored the very source of subordination within
Family (private institutes) and relationships in public and private spheres. _

The first-wave of feminism, which started in the 19th century and extended to
the 20th century and especially in the UK, the Netherlands, Canada and the US,
witnessed tremendous activities wherein the focus was on political issucs, primarily
on women sullrage. It also took up issues such as right to property, cqual contract,
marriage, reproduction and so on. Since 19705 onward feminists [rom all over the
world has debated on the definition, issues, and problems pertaining o “feminism’.
One most burning debate around the issuce was whether women are similar to men or
requires special recognition and response. Another source nl'coni\nvcrsy that derives
[rom western perception that women as both subject and object of leminism share
common nature, common needs, common wants, common desires and thus suflers
common oppression. Women from multicthnic groups both [tom Britain and America
and other parts of' the world asserts their views on the issuc ol ditference on the basis
ol race, sex, class, nationality, culture, religion, age and cthnicity and emphasize on
inclusion ol these issues with femininity. Henee, in the west since the 18th century
thosc difTerent categorices included coneepts such as nature, class, reason and humanity
that changes with passing of time. In an eflort to suggest a schematic account of
feminism, Susan James characterizes feminism as (ollows:

Feminism s grounded on the beliel that women are oppressed or disadvantaged
by comparison with men, and that their oppression is in some way illegitimate of
unjustificd. Under (he umbrella of this general characterization there are, however,
many interpretations ol women and their oppression, so that it is a mistake to think ot
feminismas asingle philosuphicnl doctrine, oras implying an agreed political progran’

(James 1998, 576).




2.2.1 Theories of Feminism Feminism and
Lnvironmmemiatism
Socialist Feminism
3 m NOTES
Women have been invisible from historical discourse. But what is even more invisible
is the history of their rebellion against exploitation and subordination. The demand ol
women's emancipation first rose during the French Revolution, Indeed first hall'ofthe
19th century was the time when capitalism as a new mode of production changed
from mercantile capitalism to industrial capitalism and transformed the lives of millions
ol people. Tt was time of ruthless ‘Manchesterdom” when the bourgeoisic accumulated
wealth by the most brutal exploitation of workers. The whole period is characterized
by social unrest, revolts and strikes of workers including women.

It was also the period of experimenting with new coneepts of socicty and human
relationship. Early socialist were Robert Owen, Charles Fourier, Saint Simon, clc.,
who developed a coneept of society where all could be free, happy, live in fratcrnal
equality, where love was the law between:people and not greed and explojtation.
These ideas were developed in contradiction to misery and slavery.

People who propagated these ideas were known as ‘socialist’ or ‘communists’
and most of them saw themselves as the heirs of French Revolution and the Age of
Enlightenments. What was more important was the concept of women’s emancipation
formed an important part of their thinking. Socialists saw bourgeois marrrage system
as hypocrisy and a means to use women for accumulation of more wealth.

Earlicr, socialist Robert Owen (1771-1858) believed that production for profit
was the main reason behind the misery and impoverishment of industrial workers. He
took economic crisis of 1815 as the outcome of under consumption of workers and
overproduction duc to industrialization. Therefore, he thought that overproduction would
create disproportion between production and consumption that would lead to poverty.
Hence. Owen was not in favour of industry. Instead he favoured agricultural and
crait-based production where people can get more work. He rejected private property
concept and opined all property should be public and should be shared by all. He
argued that by doing so people can groom their physical and intellectual capacity. He
was completely against institution of marriage and monogamous marriage and also
protested against church and religion. He saw organized religion and monogamous
marriage as main evils which strengthened the idea of private property. In his book
“The Book of new Moral World' he claims that existing marriage system is against
nature and based on property consideration, where women is consideredas a commodity
for men folk, thus she is like a slave and furthermore this slavery is strengthened by -
religious obligation of relationship.

Owen emphasized on education. He propagated the idea of mother child separation
at the age of two. He believed a two year child should be separated from the parents
and should be brought up by trained teachers of créche. He emphasized that education
should not be imparted on the basis of gender and both gender should leam manual
work when they are young. By attacking on private property he made many enemies
particularly from ruling class British. Therefore, he left for America to experiment his
ideas on communal living. This experiment of New Harmony too failed. | '

Another prominent advocate of socialist feminism was Charles Fourier (1772-
1837). His idea of feminism was much more radical and far reaching than Owens.
Though he considered civilization more harmful for human beings but accepted that it -
bore the germs of new stage. He believed that it was barbarism that invented patriarchy
and enslaved women and this degradation of women found its deepest root in civilization,
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e believed that civilization had enforced monogamy on women .h“"_”““' f’“ Men,
French philosopher and an advocate of women's rights, ('l!:u‘lcs I'()‘lllIL“l 1‘5 said (g
have coined the term feminism in 1837 e was the one to pointou! that developmen
ofany civilization could be determined by measuring the extent 0‘| Irccdomits Woinen
exercised, The position of women in 19" century Europe and I’CI”."C.\.W'SIm’,l:_“"g less
than a slave, Highlighting this fact, he said a society could progress only il womey,
were given equal treatment and the society learnt to respeet them.

He, however, refrained from calling for equality of sexes sincg he acknowledge
the inherent difference between them. But Fourier was against patriarchy and blameg
the existing social structure for the oppression of women. He, thus, developed ap
innovative model for family life in his phalanxes.

Fourier laments on debased status of European women, even lo‘lhis extent thy
they did not know what are their dues. For this he developed his idea '()l Ngw | l:n"mony
by attacking eivilization. He drcamt of no permanent marriage and no individual family,
He believed that all should work and live together in big communities.

Saint Simon (1760-1825), in 1819 wrote in a pamphlet and raised a question as 1o
what would happen to France if all of a sudden 30,000 landlords, princesses, aristocrats
and burcaucrats would dic. The answer was nothing. He termed them as parasites
because at that time France needed intellectuals as well as workers who were politica ly
suppressed since Jong. He dreamt of a society where the industrialists, capitalists,
intellectuals and scientists would have the power. He was in favour of religious reform
in Christianity. He was under the impression that new Christianity would change the
life of the poorest class. Since he was not against religion, his ideas were welcomed
by many pcople. This encouraged him in making a new church of Saint-Simonianism,
His followers developed the idea of perfect couple where male had all characteristics
of reasons and females had characteristics of love, emotions and heart. They
propagated socio-religious and political emancipation of women without attacking the
existing marriage system and monogamy. They only wanted to bring women to the
same level of as that men. They saw bourgeoisie marriage system based on limncy as
legalized prostitution. They preached equal rights for all without any gender
discrimination and demanded work for all and the rule of intellectuals. The first authentic
feminist movement in France was around Saint Simonians. They had great influence
on the development of socialist feminism in France and Europe.

Suzanne Voilquin was the daughter of a proletarian French revolutionary and
received some education. Her father had inspired her with his ideas a lot. During her
matrimonial disturbance she met Saint Simonians. Their gender theory appealed her
and she joined them. She had extensively written for a women journal and later on she
became chief editor of a journal called ‘La femme libre” (the free woman). Aftera
few years its title was changed to *La Tribune des Femmes’ (The Tribune of Women).
She was in favour of changing the production system because she believed this change
would provide work to women. She had rejected men’s plan of women's liberation. In
a speech she emphasized: ’

*We do not need you as the guardian of our happiness and we deny you the right
to touch anything which is our concern. The full emancipation of women is the deepest
reason to work for the realization of a new world". (in Mies and Jayavardane, p.50).

She accused men for the prevailing anarchy in society
men’s law. She did not fight only for working class wome
concept of sisterhood. ‘

and rejected the idea of
nbut she strongly believed in



Liberal Feminism Feminism enel

T ' . : o Environmentalism
Liberal philosophy emerged with the growth of capitalism. Liberal feminists seck equal

rights with men, They belicve that individuals should be treated on the basis of (heir
talents and efTort as opposed to the characteristics of their sex. They campaign (o
remove any obstacle, be it political, social, legal or economical, that gets in the way off
women getting the same opportunities as their male counterparts.

NOTES

Liberal feminism has always been a voice which has often gone unheard, At
mitial stage of liberal feminism they argued that gender equality is their natural rights
butwith passage of time they developed the liberal theory of welfare state and demanded
that the state should ensure equal opportunitics for women as they provided to men.

The position of women in carlier time is depicted in explicitly hicrarchal terms,
with women being scen as more sinful than men, inferior to men and not appropriate to
lake part in political process. A woman is never considered an independent personality
but like an object belonging to her father, husband and son.

Mary Wollstonecraft is regarded as the first feminist. In her famous book
“Vindication of the rights of Women' published in 1792, she argued for economic
independence and legal equality for women. She focuses her argument around middle
class women as she believed that this class of women is neither dissipated by inherited
wealth nor brutalized by poverty. She attacked Rousscau’s thought of women being
inferior, seeing this as a betrayal of the liberal assumptions of his political theory. In her
view, women need to be represented in government and have a civil existence in the
state and that they should not be excluded from civil and political employment. The
enlightened women must be an active citizen who intends to manage her family, educate
her children and assist her neighbours (Hofman John, 327).

John Stuart Mill influenced by his partner Harriet Taylor, wrote a book
*‘Subjugation of Women " in 1869. In his book he supported women’s right on property
as well as their political rights of voting. It is interesting to note that in some of the
developed countries women did not have the right to vote and they had to struggle for
décades to get it. He wrote that in many parts of globe women are just like slaves and
are not considered equal to men. It cannot be said that women are housewife and
mother just because of nature’s rule instead he claimed they are mothers because it is
the most suitable role for her. He argues that family must become a school for learning
the values of freedom and independence. '

Cultural Feminism

Cultural feminism upheld the essence of womenhood, i.c., the attributes of women’s
biological distinctive and superior virtues. The focus was on emphasizing the qualities
of women, which were generally taken for granted and appreciating her ‘natural
occupation’ such as narturing and caring, natural kindness and focusing on relationship.
This was in sharp contrast from the notion held that women are physically week and
unable to do things alone. While the theory commends the essential differences between
aman and a woman, it opposes an emphasis on equality and instcad argues for increased
value placed on culturally designated ‘women’s work’.

Although cultural feminism does not form a separate branch on its own, the
debate around the *degree of gender difference or similarity’ has allowed cultural
feminism to become incorporated in all the feminist branches at some level. Liberal
feminists, however, are more likely to subscribe to these principles than women in
other branches.

Self-Instructional Material 3\
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Marxist Feminism

This strand of feminism follows the Marxist line of class struggle Wh”‘f i“COTPOrzllin,
the social protests by the feminists. This socialistic clrarnclcri..s*lic ulsg 'glvcs‘lhis theor
the name of socialist feminism. This theory blamed the inferior position (.)l women |,
class-based socicty of capitalism and the patriarchal social struclur(?ﬂ Mier.IS-l feminig,
argues that sexism and capitalism arc mutually supportive. Marxist feminism bring,
together Marxian class struggle and feminist social protest. Marx’s I'ogus was g
capitalism, and he believed that women would gain a measure ol equality as they
increasingly entered the paid workforce. . '

This was based on a thorough examination of women’s subordinate socigl Position
as [irmly tied (o the way the privatize family emerged within a capitalist society. Map,
himself made notes on this, but it was his [riend and co-writer Engels (1985/18sy,
who put together the final analysis of The Origin of the Family, Private Proper,
and the State. The argument is that the form of family life in which women g,
dependent on men has come about as a consequence of capitalism. Put simply, 4
society has become more settled, initially around agriculture, surplus wealth hy
emerged. Within capitalism, wealth has become concentrated in the hands of individug|
men (capitalists who own the new factorics and businesses). Those men have become
concerned about handing over their wealth to their children. In order to be sure thatj
is their children to whomthey are leaving their inheritance, men begin to control women
cven more, especially by keeping them dependent within the family. Based on this
logic, it is clear as to why Marx and Engels sugges! that women require economic
independence attained to gain equality. Although Marx believed that women’s equality
was crucial to socialism, it was thought to be something that was of secondary importance
lo class struggle.

The patriarchal capitalist socicty only benefitted from the unpaid labour of the
women at home and as a paid labour of a reserved labour force outside home. Most
socialist feminist belicved emotional and economic dependence were two sides of the
same coin and could not be separated. A man exercised more force on his women duc
to the fear of loss of economic security. In the case of husband and wife the force
was absolute. Hence, the Marxists believed that capitalism had to end and socialist
principles has to be enforced both at home and at work place. Ironically, it was the
former Soviet Union where this arrangement was most vivid.

Sexism and economic oppression are mutually reinforcing, so a socialist
revolutionary agenda is needed to change both. Socialist feminism, hence, stood
essentially for the working-class women and those who felt disenfranchised from the
economic opportunities brought in by capitalism. This movement made tremendous
impact in La}in America and proved to be a rallying for women in developing countrics.

A closer look at socialist feminism would reveal significan differences between !
the Marxist ideology. The latter aims its struggle towards the propertied class, essentially
their property, and economic condition of the people. Socialist feminist on the other
hand is a fight of sexuality and gender. A humane socialist approach to feminism
requires consensus on what the new society should be and would require men 10
renounce their privileges as men.

Radical Feminism

Radical feminism emerged as a reaction to liberal feminism, which failed to challenge
the different aspects of women oppression, and the narrow framework of Marxist
ideology towards the feminist question. Radical feminist neither agrees to the theoretical



framework and political practice of liberalism nor to the Marxists orthodoxy. Against
the liberal feminists, the radicals held that theoretical framework cannot be the route
to achieve women's liberation. Against the Marxist they argued that women's
oppression cannot be equated with class oppression or capitalist socio-cconomic
structure. The radicals regarded oppression has the primary and must fundamental
Kind of oppression.

Some radicalists viewed patriarchy as a transhistorical phenomenon. They hold
that women ofall class, culture and history are oppressed and family or the husband is
the key oppressor, which can be in the form of sexual slavery or forced motherhood.
The radicals do not negate the differences male and female have, biologically, but
question there interpretation. While male aggression is manifested in sexual urge or
supremacy, which gets manifested as rape, women's oppression is viewed from their
ability to give birth. '

The basic premise of radical feminism, which is also regarded as the second-
wave of feminism, is that gender incqualities was a product of the autonomous
patriarchal structure that had dominated the world for centuries and was the primary
formof social inequality. The radicals argued that division of labour, both at home and
outside, was based on sexuality underpinning and reinforcing.a system of male
domination.

Primarily revolutionary in character, the radical feminist movement sought women’s
emancipation. The radicals pointed out that male domination could be found in every
sphere of life and so those aspects of women'’s life that are generally considered
‘natural’ should be questioned, and alternatives should be looked for. They argued that
theory was part of the practical life of 2 women and not an activity carried out by the
clite. They further argued that this feminist practice could be measured against
experience and reformulated. They believed a revolution could be brought in by women
when they take the right actions towards a positive life and eliminate oppression.
However, radical and revolutionary feminism is not a unified area. There are three
major areas of concern and they are the following:

-

* The link between feminist politics and personal sexual conduct; an important
question being can women live with men or separation was essential

» Whether sex differences are biologically or socially constructed
e The political strategy that should be adopted—withdrawal or revolution

Their whole thesis is based on the argument that men are aggressive in nature and
they use this aggression to control women (in most cases overpowering them in their
sexual act, in other words, rape). Radicals reject the view that women’s subordination
is basically due to their biological inferiority. They oppose the argument that women
are the victim and hold they are to be blamed for their inferior position.

Gyn/Ecology: The Metaethics of Radical Feminism, by Mary Daly is an
influencial example that celebrates women power and rejects the necrophilia of
patniarchy. The book brings out the relationship between women's oppression in different
historical period. It studies how men have over the years used their physical power to
dominate women. She cites the practice of Sati in India, foot binding among women in
China, genital mutilation in African women, European witch hunts, and American
gynaecology. Some of these practices are still continued.

Challenging the patriarchal notions, radical feminists inspire women to find a new
identity for themselves, which would essentially highlight their feminine strengths and
encourage to celebrate a new female creativity based on sisterhood and self-
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identification. They, however, are not in favour ()fﬂl'ldl’();;){ﬂ)’ as.lhcy arguc that wome,
should celebrate their innate qualitics and womenhood. They further urgl'md that mey,
oppress women in the most intimate relationship, hence women shuult} IIVLE separate,
The key idea is to free themselves from the patriarchal stronghold, which divides ang
mutilates them.

Daly insists on cultural relativism and counters views that do not express women's
shared oppression. She points out that these practices arc don'c to FCpress women
universally. Like other radical feminists writers, Daly does not give attention beyon
what is necessary towards the causes ol women oppression. T‘hc .lthl of by
arguments lies on the fact that men oppress women not becausc of lhc”: ‘ownership
of means of production” but due to their physical superiority and d()Eunmlion over
women's body and mind, particular their scxuality and their reproductive powers. Iy
cases where women succeed in cluding such situation they are destroyed, for example
women were forced to practice sati if they outlive the life of their husbands or bumtay
witches. Men, on the other hand, spend a lot of energy preventing women from becoming
a threat and patriarchal education plays a key role here.

For radical feminists, the main battle is against women’s subordination and their
(heories seek (o uncover them. Men have been systematically dominating women in
all aspects of life and the power-sharing relationships between them and women have
become institutionalized. This creates an apt subject. for political analysis. Radical
feminists, hence seck to expose how men exercise their power, including in personal
sphere sucn as marriage, child-rearing, household chores and in all kinds of sexual
practices including rape, prostitution, sexual harassment, and sexual intercourse.

As we have mentioned earlier, women are dominated universally and not much
changed over time. It is clear [rom the discussion so far thatmen have taken advantage
of these practices and enjoyed dominating women. The relationship between sexes
can thus be called political. Any change in this relationship will bringa transformation
in the sexual relationship of the sexes, i.e., elimination of domination of women by the
male. '

What has for long been accepted as truth and respected are theories defined by
men. Male science has been used to legitimize the views that define women as inferior
and their roles to be confined to domestic work, which is nothing less than a slave.
Sociology is regarded as a part of this male-dominating culture which belittles the role
of the female.

In this regard, radical feminism resists from being a participant of sociology. It
instead seeks to transform the way knowledge is produced so that women'’s subjective
understandings are revalued. A number of radical feminist work has concentrated on
analyzing the violence of man towards the woman and the methods used to cover
them up, marginalized or put the blame on the woman. Radical feminism have struggled
to uncover the story of the women, recover her history and cultural heritage and
interpret how women’s knowledge has been devalued over the ages and by all kinds
of socities. They have also documented the universality of patriarchal relationships
and unraveled how the most intimate relationships have become political and a kind of
powerplay.

The radicals were, however, not entirely successful in their attempts to unravel
the ways women are subordinated and exploited. Their failure also lies in their disabilit
to define the various patriarchal relationships in different socicties.

Their biological explanations, although very different from the male theorists. ar¢
cqually reductionist and fail to take account of ideology and culture. Their theories



have left enough opportunities for socio-biological theorists to be develop new Feminism aned
arguments, countering the feminists ones —ones that argue that women's role presently Envirommentalism
constituted is naturally determined. However, not all radical feminists aceept biological
theortes, arguing that they are developed to justily the subordination of women and
that it is necessary (o challenge the argument with regard to (he existence ol two
~ biologically determined sexes.

NOTES

Postmodern Feminism

Postmodern Feminists accept the male/female binary as a main categorizing force in
the socicty. Postmodern Feminists eriticize the structure of society and the dominant
otder, especially in its patriarchal aspects. The term postmodernism was first used in
the 1950s by critics to deseribe what they pereeived (o be new kind of literary
experiments arising out of cultural modernism,

Multicultural, Global and Ecofeminism

Multicultural and global feminisms are two related modes of feminist thinking that
emphasize women's dilferences, disagreements, and situated identities, even as they
strive to identify both commonalities in women's experiences and opportunities for
women to work together to achieve shared goals. Although the terms multicultural
feminism and global feminism are often used interchangeably, strictly speaking,
multicultural feminism focuses on the dilferent kinds of women living within a nation-
state, whereas global feminism highlights the intricate relationships between women in
one nation-state and women in other nation-states. Common to both multicultural
feminism and global feminism, however, is resistance to two key ideologies that feminists
have identified and subsequently rejected: so-called female essentialism and so-called
female chauvinism. Female essentialism is the view that there exists some sort of
platonic form, *Woman,” which each woman in the world either embodies or should
strive to embody in precisely the same way. Female chauvinism is the tendency for
relatively privileged women—most often, White, Western/Northern, middle-class,

heterosexual, and well-educated women—to-assume, incorrectly, that lhelr way of
seeing the world is the way all women see it.

Multicultural feminism . ‘

Although some of the world’s nation-states have fairly homogeneous populations, very
few of them have populations that are as homogencous as the population of Iceland.
Most nation-states are very multicultural. Within their historically constructed boundaries
are a wide variety of people who, as a‘result of migration, immigration, forced
rescttlement, territory seizure, or enslavement are now located in one or other parts of
the world. Among these multicultural nation-states is the United States where, in large
measurc, the concept of multicultural feminism first arose in self-conscious form.

In order to appreciate the significance of the US multicultural feminism, it is
necessary to understand the reasons for its emergence and rapid ascendancy.
Throughout the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s, the US feminists focused mainly on the gender
differences between men and women. They stressed the degree to which, in the
West, qualities such as scllassertion, rationality, a sense of justice, physical strength,
and emotional restraint were associated with masculinity, whereas qualities such as
connectedness to others, emotionality, physical weakness and caring were associated
with femininity. They also debated the extent to which these traits were biological
givens or social and whether masculine traits were better than feminine traits or vice

versda,
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Some feminists tricd to prove that women had the same intellectual, phy.smal_ar
en the same educationa] ,,

moral capacities as men and that. il women were BIv )
| to men. Like men, wom

occupational opportunitics men had, women could be equa
could be chief exceutive ofTicers of Targe corporations, arimy !:'C'”Cfﬂl-*-‘ NCUrosurgeq,
and football players. Other feminists countered thatitwasa nusl.ukc for women g
(o be like men because women's ways ol knowing, doing, and being were just as o
as, il not better, than that of men. They argued that C(]Ufl| trcatment .01‘ men
women requires equal recognition of men and women's different needs, interests
values, Women should not strive to become like men. On the contrary, they shoy
celebrate their difference from men.

Both sameness feminists and difference feminists had crucial points to
about the relationship between men, maleness, and masculinity, on'lh'c one hand_y,
women, femaleness and femininity on the other. For sameness feminists, the primg,
enemy of women was sexism—the perspective views that women are not able o
what men do and are appropriately relegated to the domestic sphere. In contrag, f;
difference feminists, the primary enemy ol women was androcentrism—the yje
that men are the norm for all human beings and that of women should become |j
men (Fraser, 1997). '

Importantly the debate between sameness and difference feminists was ney
resolved because by the mid-1980s, feminists™ exclusive focus on the category
gender came into question. Lesbians, women of colour, and other marginalized wom
pointed out that official feminism—the kind of feminism that held sway in the acaden
and determined which issues counted as feminist—was not a feminism for all wome
but a feminism for a certain kind of woman, namely, White, heterosexual, middl
class, and 'well-educated women.

Gender is neither the only nor necessarily the main cause of many women
oppression. Depending on her race, ethnicity, class, religion, sexual orientation, ag
health status, or level of education, one woman’s oppression, they claimed, mayt
another woman'’s liberation.

Just because college-educated housewives in suburbia seek release from the
domestic duties so they can get jobs in corporate America does not mean that fema
assembly-linc workers do not yearn to be stay-at-home wives and mothers. Mo
generally, just because some women find that matters related to their sexuality ar
reproductive capacities and responsibilities play the greatest role in their oppressic
does not mean that all women find this to be the case. For some women, not sexist

but racism, ethnocentrism, classism, heterosexism, ableism, and/or 'ageism are
major contributors to their low status.

Repentant about its relative neglect of women’s differences and its failure
push marginalized women’s concerns to the forefront of its agenda, U.S. academ
feminism determined to reorder its priorities. Discussions on sexism arid androcentri
were replaced by discussions on interlocking systems of oppression (gender, race. ¥
class) and the multiple jeopardies of women of colour and other marginalized wom
Although a privileged White woman may hit her head against a glass ceiling or (W0
her lifetime, she will not have to face the kind of obstacles a Native American won

with few or no job skills, clinical depression, and an alcoholic husband has to face.

As multicultural feminists see it, sexism, racism, classism, ableism, elitjsm—ind
all the *isms’ that divide people—interlock and choke whomever they catch in th
grip. Oppression is a many-headed beast capable of rearing any one of its het
depending on the situation. The whole body of the beast is lh:‘ appropriate targel



multicultural feminists who wish to end its reign ol terror, and, depending on her situation,

cach woman must pick and choose her battles.

Inan attempt to give voice (o women whose voices have been previously silenced,
multicultural feminists have urged disadvantaged women to educate advantaged women
about their concerns. But women of colour and otherwise marginalized women have
not always appreciated these gestures of welcome. They claim that it should not be
their responsibility to explain themselves to privileged women in terms that privileged
women can understand; thereby ironically contributing to the reigning state ofafTairs
in which relatively privileged women are *us” and underprivileged women are ‘them’.
On a related issue, many disadvantaged women point out that they do not want Lo join
feminist groups that are populated by mainly advantaged women. They prefer starting
their own organizations and working on behalf of women whose condition and
experiences are most likely their own. Finally, many women of colour and other
previously marginalized women eschew the label feminist cither because of popular
misconceptions about it or because they prefer to identily themselves as womanists
cather than feminists. Conceived by Alice Walker, the term ‘womanist® refers to a
cortain kind of feminist, one who is committed to helping people, men as well as
women (Walker. 1983).

Forallits virtues, there are some problems with multicultural feminism. First,itis
not clear precisely what is meant by the term culture. Sometimes the term denotes a
group of women who, onaccount of their race or cthnicity, share a tradition or history
that distinguishes them from other groups ol women. But al other times, the term
sculture” is used more expansively to include groups of women who fecel that something
about them— for example, their sexual orientation to women or their disabled physical
condition—is the glue that holds them together and makes them a ‘we’.

Sccond, the differences among women within a culture may be just as great or
cven greater than the differences between some of them and the women in another
culture. For example, a well-cducated Asian American woman, whose millionaire
great grandparents immigrated to San Francisco from Hong Kong, may have far more
in common with an Anglo American woman, whose millionaire greatl-grandparents
made a fortune on Wall Street, than with an Asian American woman, newly immigrated
(o the United States, who spent her childhood in a struggling Laotian village tending to
her large extended family’s scrawny chickens.

Third. and related to the second point, it is not clear as to which characteristics
make @ woman a true or authentic representative ol her culture. Must she be an
average or typical woman in her culture? Or must she, instead, be a disadvantaged as
opposed Lo an advantaged woman in her culture? These questions are pereeptively
addressed by Uma Narayan, an Indian woman, who immigrated to the United States
and now (eaches at a prestigious U.S. universily. She claims that her opposition to
“women-harming Indian cultural practices are often dismissed as the views ol a
westernized wonian who has betrayed her culture when, in fact, they are the views of
many women (and men) who live in India and want to reform their native culture
(Narayan. 1997).

Fourth, to the extent that culture is linked with race and/or ethnicity, an increasing

number of people in the United States (and, of course, elsewhere) are members of

more than one culture. In the 2000 U.S. Census, about 7 million people identificd
themselves as belonging to more than one race or some other race than the racial
categories used in the Census. Increasingly, people wear theirmultiracial and multicthnic
backgrounds proudly. Race and ethnicity take a backscat to the kind ofmusic, clothes,
foods. and lifestyles a person prefers,
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Fifth, and somewhat by way ol simmary of the points raised “h_(WL‘. sy,
Fully successtul, multicnltural feminisim necds 1o examine more cnrc.H'I”y the Cone
of whiteness, by “white' is meanta living, breathing, organic ll‘ﬂ(lllll)l.l l|l‘:ll wey,
topether customs, religions beliels, musical, mtistic, and Iucr:n'y"wurlﬁf “““ﬂy Sluj,
and 5o Torth, then there is no unitary white ealture, People with white Hk!ns o
belong 1o one White culture, Rather, they participate in,or :II. leasl h'uvc l|‘lCII' roofy,
forexample, Talian American, lrish American. € sech American, Ill_sp:mlc Ameri
communities, Much the same ean be said about people with hluck' skinoryellow
Depending on whether a Black person's family s recently immigrated to the Uy,
States from Haiti or has been here sinee the first of the slave days. lh“l‘ person v,
identify their culture as Caribbean rather than African American or viee versy
contrast, it'by *white' is meant notanonexistent white culture buta hegemonic py,
structure that will do whatever it has to do to retain and increase its privilege, |
multicultural feminists still need to rethink this use of the term *white™. In the Upy,
States, *white,' as a hegemonice power structure, is the resull ol the intersection ofyy
facts: namely, which kind of people were most populous in the United States |
nearly two centuries (they happened to have white skin) and which kind of peqy
initially gained control of U.S, society's cconomic, political, and cultural institutiy
(they also happened to have white skin). But today (as in the past, though to |
lesser degree) having white skin is neither a sufficient nor a necessary condition |
membership in the US power elite.

Whatever conceptual problems malticultural feminism may have, it has enrich
U.S. feminism. Courses and texts on women no longer present gender issues
abstraction [rom race and class issues. Thematic courses on women as workers m
include articles on White teen-aged girls from Minnesota who have run away [
their homes and now must cke out a living in Atlanta’s scamy sex industry; upp
middle-class Alrican American women working in Fortune 500 companies; a
undocumented Mexican American women working as nannies or maids Tor Tex
legislators. Gender issues will be discussed in cach of these articles but in ways ih
show how aowoman’s age, race, and/or class shape them, Similarly, discussions abo
reproduction-controlling technologies (contraceplion, sterilization, and abortion)a
reproduction-aiding technologics (donor insemination, in vitro fertilization, and clonin
stress that whether one or more of these technologies is or is not oppressing depen
largely on a particular woman’s race, class, age, sexual preference, religion, mant
status, and so forth. For some women, the right not to reproduce is most important
them. They either do not want children or they want to control the number and spaci
ol their children. For other women, however. the right to reproduce is their mij
concern. Pressured to be sterilized or to use long-term contraceptives by policy make
and/or health care professionals who view them as unfit to be mothers, poor wom
who want large familics may feel aggrieved. Morcover, poor women with infertil
problems may wish that they, as well as rich women with infertility problems, cot
alTord steep, out-ol=pocket in vitro fertilization costs. As they sce it. their desire
have children is no less intense than that ol rich women. Convineed that women (&
men) must understand the ways in which their own and others® race, class, and gen
empower or, alternatively, disempower them, multicultural feminists haye sought
transform the curricula of women's studies, feminist studies, and vender stud!
programmes to achicve this educational goal. Increasingly, the materials and 1
used in these curricula are thoroughly hyphenated to refleet the fact that, after 20
people with white skin will no longer constitute the majority of the U.S populauon

At least with respeet to sheer numbers, the “them' — (he peaple of colour
have become the us.” Multicaltural feminists live in happy anticipation of this nu
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fully successful, multicultural feminism needs lo ex i e ;
of whiteness. I1by *white’ is meant a living, h::c;lllhlng, ol Ll'?"‘.'t ri R 1l wey,
together customs, religious beliefs, musical, artistic, and ||lc|.1|y"wm ;'\ ‘x”I"f'y Stor,
and so forth, then there is no unitary white culture. .I’C()Ph: with white skins g,
belong o one White culture, Rather, they participate in, orat lL el
' for example, Halian American, Irish American, Crzech /\llncrlu.m. | ’l‘-‘vlm"“(- Amer,
communitics. Much the same can be said about people with l?lelclf skinor yelloy, Sk
Depending on whether a Black person’s family has recently immigrated to the Uy,
States from Taiti or has been here since the first ol the slave ’dily-*l ”‘il! person o,
identily their culture as Caribbean rather than Alrican Amcerican or vice versy |
contrast, il by *white" is meant not a nonexistent white culture buta h-cgcm‘omc POk,
structure that will do whatever it has to do to retain and increase its privilege
multicultural feminists still need to rethink this use of the term *white™. In the Up,
States, *white,” as a hegemonic power structure, is the result of the inlcn:scclion ofy
facts: namely, which kind of people were most populous in the United States f,
nearly two centuries (they happened to have white skin) and which kind of peoyi
initially gained control of U.S. socicty’s economic, political, and cultural instituiiy
(they also happened (o have white skin). But today (as in the past, though toaf,
lesser degree) having white skin is neither a sufficient nor a necessary condition |
membership in the US power clite.

NOTES

st have their rog,

Whatever conceptual problems multicultural feminism may have, it has enrich
U.S. feminism. Courses and texts on women no longer present gender issues
abstraction from race and class issues. Thematic courses on women as workers i
include articles on White teen-aged girls from Minnesota who have run away fir
their homes and now must cke out a living in Atlanta’s seamy sex industry; uppe
middle-class African American women working in Fortune 500 companies: o
undocumented Mexican American women working as nannics or maids for To.
legislators. Gender issues will be discussed in cach of these articles but in ways b
show how a woman’s age, race, and/or class shape them., Similarly, discussionsabu
reproduction-controlling technologies (contraception, sterilization. and abortion) s
reproduction-aiding technologics (donor insemination. in vitro fertilization, and clon:
stress that whether one or more ol these technologies is or is not oppressing depend
largely on a particular woman’s race, ¢class, age. sexual pre
status, and so forth. For some women. the right not to reproduce is most importan!
them. They cither do not want children or they want to control the number and spacii:
of their children. For other women, however, the r
concern. Pressured to be sterilized or to use long-te
and/or health care professionals who view them as unfit to be mothers, poor wons
who want large familics may feel aggrieved. Morcover, poor women with infertl!
problems may wish that they, as well as rich wome
afTord steep, (Tul-ul"-|mckcl in vitro fertilization costs. As they sec it their desire!
have children is no less intense than that of rich women. Convinced that women (4"
men) must understand the ways in which their own
cmpower or, alternatively, disempower them, muly
transform the curricula of women's studies, (¢
programmes to achicve this educational goal.
used in these curricula are thoroughly hyphen
people with white skin will no longer constitut

lerence, religion, mant

ight to reproduce is their mi
rm contraceptives by policy maker

s s s il
nwith infertility problems, cot

andothers® race, class, and gene
icultural feminists have sought®
minist studies, and gender st
Increasingly, the materials and 1
Aled 1o relect the faet that, after 207
¢ the majority o the U.S. populatic?
Atleast with respect to sheer numbers, (he them- (e people of colour
have become the *us.” Multicultural feminists live iy happy anticipation of this M
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social shift, seeing in itopportunities for women to break out of all the bipolar patierns Feminism and
of human domination and subordination that have restricted their thought and action. Environmmentalism

Global feminism NOTES

Global feminismis a movement of people working lor change across national boundarics.
The world is increasingly interdependent. Global feminism contends that no woman is
frec until the conditions that oppress women worldwide are eliminated (Bunch, 1993).

Global feminism differs from multicultural feminism because it focuses not on
women inany one nation-staie but on how the condition of women anywhere in the
world affects the condition of women everywhere clse in the world. Agreeing with
multicultural feminists that feminism cannot ignore women's cultural diflerences, global

feminists nonetheless strive to create alliances among women worldwide. They share
Lwo goals in common.

The Nirstis to convinee all nations to honour women’s rights to make free choices
about matters related to their reproductive and sexual capacities and responsibilitics.
Without the ability to control their own bodies and the course of their destiny, women
cannot leel like full human persons. The second, coequal goal of global feminists is to
bring women (and men) together to ereate a more just social and economic order at
the global as well as national Tevel. Global feminists are activists as well as theorists:
they are bent on ercating a new world order in which all people, no matter where they
live, have enough food, shelter, clothing, health care, and education to live full human
lives (Bunch, 1984).

Global feminists realize that women must forge strong global networks in order to
chiminate the disparities that exist between the world’s wealthy people and the world’s
poor people. For them, universal sisterhood is not a natural state of affairs but an ideal
to achieve. Before women can embrace each other and work together as a team, they
must do the hard work of confronting cach other. Among the biggest walls to tear

down is the wall between women in the so-called First World and women in the so-
called Third World.

The First-World/Third-World opposition, which has increasingly been replaced
by either the devcloped nations/developing nations contrast or the North/South contrast,
bears the stamp of the world’s colonial past. Because of'their power, people in developed
nations view themselves as the Self=—progressive, literate, and enlightened —and people
in the developing nations as the Other—backward, illiterate, and ignorant. Having
given up their aspirations to control the world’s developing nations militarily and politically,
the world’s developed nations seem bent on controlling them economically and culturally.

One of the ways the developed nations control developing nations economically
is related to what is now referred to as the Southem debt. About 30 years ago, when
interest rates were relatively low, many developing nations borrowed large amounts of
money from developed nations. Unfortunately, interest rates rose steeply, and the
developing nations were unable to pay the interest on their loans. In order to prevent
the world economic system from crashing, the International Monctary Fund and the
World Bank rescheduled the debts of many developing nations. As part of this bailout
scheme,. they required the alfected developing nations to adjust the structure of their
economics to facilitate their integration into the global economic system. In order to
carn cnough foreign currency to finance their rescheduled external debts, however,
developing nations have had to exportas many inexpensive goods as possible and/or
work for large transnational companies located in their boundaries. As a result of this
state of aflfairs, most developing nations have not been able to produce their own
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‘ \ walone ions (Jaggzar, 200)
— Cihem Trom developed natio i, 200
consumer goods and are Toreed toimport the BV Sy s

e ' al imprint ol the worl

I nlso bear the eultin
Not only are these goods costly, but they also bear the

developed nations, _
Global feminists think that women, even nlml'c‘llmn men, :u‘cl _lr’?ctcl;;l‘ht"f_\"m‘ the
Southern delt, thereby participating i their nations Cf)llllnllllll}% ]; ’f}, J i '-\:ll 1.(.'10',\‘
many women in developing nations decide to work 'llur' I‘L'llI“‘\t )l‘f;‘ ‘ ABCS N fhe
multinational companies located in their homelands. They do so o 'L,“""“_’I’P”” theiy
struggling families and/or to avoid having (o work in the sex tourisim ”f‘l“f‘"‘.‘/-‘ whi
caters to men from developed nations, These men pay o the sexual services
women in the developing countries that they visit,
Because of their nations' condition, women in developing nations are often mug)
more (oeased on economic, sociul, and political issues lhu‘n on llu.j sexual ay
reproductive issues that have tended to preoceupy the interest obwomen im (’L‘\:L‘l()pul
nations. As a result ol women's dilterent prioritics, women's conversalions y
international conferences have sometimes degenerated into shouting matehes. In fag,
ateach ol the three international women's conferences the United Nations sponsore
during the Intemational Decade Tor Women (1975 1985) - in Mexico City (1975),
Copenhagen (1980). and Nairobi (1985) - as wellasat Forum85,a loosely confederate
group of' 157 non-governmental organizations, problems emerged among women why
were variously labelled as First-World, Western, Northern, or from developed nations,
on the one hand. and women who were variously labelled as Third World, Easten,
Southern, or from developing nations on the other. Fortunately, by the 1995 women's
conference held in Beijing, global feminists had helped women (o resolve some of
their cross-cultural differences and 1o appreciate some of their commonalities. Typical
ol the kinds of educational tools global feminists use to draw women together are
studies such as one done on low-income urban women in Brazil, Egypt, Malaysia,
Mexico, Nigeria, Philippines, and the United States. Despite their differences, all the
women who were studied used their status as mothers (o justily their sense ol
reproductive entitlement. They reasoned that because they, and not the men in their
lives, bear the greatest burdens and responsibilities of pregnancy, childbearing, and
child rearing, they have carned the right to make the crucial decisions in these arcas
(Petchesky & Judd, 1998)., ‘
Although global feminists consider it vital to acknowledge that political, religious,
and cultural contexts make the situations of women different around the world, they
also think it is vital to acknowledge that the biological characteristics ol females make
some situations ol women similar around the world. Global feminists urge women to
read books about and by cach other, to watch ilms and documentaries that reveal
cach other’s everyday lives, and, i’ possible, to travel to cach other’s nations to meel
cach other face-to-face. In recognizing cach other’s shared frailty and mortality, global
feminists think women will be inspired to care cnough about cach other to globally
produce just policies aimed at climinating the patterns of domination and subordination.
arrogance and cruelty that have characterized human relationships for too long,

LEcofeminism

A number o women have moved towards the feminists fight as they expand their
outlook from environmental activism. This has given birth to a new branch of
feminism—ccoleminism. This branch draws a similarity between degradation of the
environment with that ol degradation of women’s position. Drawing on carth-bascd
spiritual imagery, ccoleminism suggests that the world's religions have an ethical
responsibility to challenge a patriarchal system ol corporate globalization that is
deepening the impoverishment ol the carth and its people, They hold that ecological




harmony can be restored on the planet and it can also be healed through political . aremhilsm il
action and enforcing the law of equality of all specics. Envirummentalisnm

The holistic overview of ecoleminism and its dependence of all forms of studics NOTES
makes itcompatible with global feminism, All branches of feminism link itselfwith the
gender issue and other relevant social categories, Members ol cach branch and the
groups they work with negotiate with regard to how gender is constructed according
to their own needs and prioritics. Different kinds of feminism result from these
constructions.

Post modernists believe that feminists should get rid of dual characteristics of
traditional theory. They say that a person should have only one path, cither to accept
critical attitude and want to change it or should be conservative and keep things as
they are. In their opinion they need to be both subjective and objective.

Cnrck Your PROGRESS
I. What is the difference between patriarchy and matriarchy?
2 What is feminism? ’
3. Name the difterent theories of feminism.
4. Whatis radical feminism?
S. Who is regarded as the lirst feminist?

6. Whatis the key difTerence between socialist feminist theory and Marxist theory?

2.3 ENVIRONMENTALISM

Today, the environment is a global concern and this holds special significance in the

imternational sphere. Issucs related to the environment need to be addressed through a
combined international efTort.

2.3.1 Why are Environmental Issues a Global Concern?

Itis widely aceepted that the challenges posed by environmental degradation, pollution,
resource scarcity and population boom cannot be tackled by any one individual country
or by a group of countries. It will take a combined effort of all the individuals on the
earth as well as effective regulations by all the countries in order to address the
problem causes, effects and impacts of environmental problems. Certain important
reasons that make environmental issues a global concern are as follows:
¢ Ozone depletion caused by chlorofluorocarbons (CFC)affect the whole carth.
* Many resources in this world are shared by nations as they fall in the sovereign
boundaries of states. However, there are some common resources that do not
fallin any national boundary. _
e The effects of local or national over-exploitation of resouices and environment
degradation can be felt worldwide. For example, soil degradation, deforestation
or air/walter pollution in one locality exhibits global effects.

2.3.2 Major Environmental Problems

Major environmental issues the world has been facing are as follows:
e Global warming
e Ozone depletion

e Threats to biodiversity

e [Hazardous wasle .
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e Global warming: Itrefers to the increase avcri‘,!élL ‘Ll::::r;;:jlcul:;ﬂ/\lzcc(;rd|n '
10 2007 Fourth Assessment Report by the inlcrgovcrmncnldgup& (1.3340.32F) dWl i
(IPCC), global surface temperature increased to 0.74+0. I.(,- \sc |1'l‘;accc| ‘Ufmv
the 20th century. In last four decades, the pace of‘lcnjpcra.um 1_11'c’rl£)c § c'-l] - ':ri11c?|
Scientists believe that human actions are responsible for thl.'s y -n,or}m‘( .m‘('.m-mc "
carth’s temperature. The principal cause of g’(’b“ljwmmli“% llsvl“ll:i:l:;lfﬁlf)n =
greenhouse gases (GHGs) into the atmosphere. (jl!(;s trap 1.Ld I\" i ]L, Lfmh\
environment as itallows sunlight in but stops some ol the ensuring 11@}1 IOIT rddlul!ng
back to space. Carbon dioxidc is one such GHG which l_urgcly FUmLS Imm. the bm"'”é’
of fossil fuel especially from the power plants. Apart from thls,'lhc burmn.g of petrg|
and diescl in vehicles also produce carbon dioxide. Methane 1s _lWCﬂt)’ times more
deadly in trapping heat. Concentrations of CO, and methane have increased by 36 p
cent respectively since 1750.

The GHG-led rapid climatic change is major concern as_global warming g
especially the ice sheets on car
casing the sca levels
an become extreme

inearth’s

increasingly affecting the global atmosphere, ]
(Greenland and Antarctica), which are melting and arc incr
significantly. In addition to the sca level rising, weather patterns ¢
and unpredictable.

e Ozone depletion: Ozonc is a layer of gas that acts as a protective cover for the
carth. In the latter half of 1970s, many research studies found out a gradual depletion
of ozone layer. The rcason for ozone depletion is the increase in the level of free
radicals (c:g., hydroxyl radicals, nitric oxide radicals and atomic chlorine and bromine),
The most important compound which accounts for almost 80 per cent of the depletion
ol'ozone in the stratosphere is chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). The dangerous effect of
ozone layer depletion is related to ultraviolet rays. Ozone layers absorb ultraviolet rays
and prevent them from passing through the atmosphere of earth. It is estimated thata
I per cent depletion of ozone layer leads to 2 per cent more UV-B reaching the
surface of carth. The ultraviolet rays are also responsible for several types ol diseases
rclated to skin (cancer) and eye (cataracts).

e Threats to biodiversity: The global convention on biological diversity, signed in
1992 at the Earth Summit describes biodiversity as the ‘variability among all living
organisms [rom all sources, including terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystem
and ecological complexes of which they are a part, this includes diversity within species

" between species of ccosystems’.

In simple terms, biodiversity means the varicty of all forms of life, from genes 0
species. The term biodiversity is a short form of biological diversity. According tothe
scientists all species and organism, small or big, have an importance in the health of
ccosystem. Even the existing diversity in the ecosystem provides economic benefits
to human society in forms ot food, clothing, shelter, fuel and medicines. Further, greater
diversity is essential for sustainability of life forms and lor health of the ccosy;lcm.

[t has been observed that certain human activities are destroying the ccosysten

Many plants and animal species have also become extinet or are on the veree of
extinction. The diversity that evolved on carth in two billion years is thrcalcm:d by
human existence especially in the last four decades. Many species of animals and
plants are extinct due to over-hunting, over-fishing, over timbering.
e Ilazardous waste: Humans produce waste in all forms. With industrialization. the
quantity and quality of waste has increased tremendously, These are toxic. non-tosic:
nuclear, e-waste and many other types. Generally, these wastes are dumped inseas !
are left untreated. This alTeets the health of humans and also environment at large:
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The major efTects of wastes include the production of G1Gs, pollution of ground .
Environmentatism

and surface water, soil contamination, and other health impacts for humans. In modern
socicties, wastes are produced from households to industries and offices and improper NOTES
dumping of wasltes creates many environmental hazards.

2.3.3 Responses to Environmental Problems
The responses to environment can be categorized into:

* Governmental responses

* NGOs’ responses
The growing concemn for environment and related issues produced responses from
cvery section of global society. The primary actors in global politics are the nations.
The nations engaged in dialogues and tried to bring out laws, rules, and regulations to
stop or reduce the damage to environment. Their efforts led to the establishment of
the International Environmental Agreement (IEA). At the same time, the socicty at
large responded by showing greater consciousness and awarcness about the
environmental issues. Pcople were worried aboul governmental inaction or
inefTectiveness in this direction. Many international non-governmental organizations
(INGOs) are established to champion environmental issues.

These responses have been discussed in detail here.

e Governmental Responses

The governmental responses led to various conventions and agreements to tackle
environmental issues. A few are mentioned here in detail.

Stockholm conference

The UN Conference on the Human Environment (June 5-16, 1972) was the first
organized, worldwide common effort to derive a common outlook on environmental
issues. The conference was attended by the representatives of 113 countries, 19 inter-
govemnmental agencies and more than 400 inter-governmental and non-governmental
organizations. There are some enduring contributions of Stockholm Conference:

* The Stockholm conference in many ways marks the-establishment of
environmental issues as an important agenda in international politics. It also set
up wider frameworks for future environmental politics.

® The conference made the platform for future international agreementls [or
cooperation on environmental issues and stipulated national responsibility towards
environmental damage. It called for an effective management of the natural
resources for common benefit by showing responsible behaviour.

* Networks of monitoring centres, at regional and global level, were established
to monitor environmental problems. These networks monitor ozone depletion,
marine pollution and other environmentally dangerous activities.

¢ The UN Environmental Programme was created to coordinate and integrate
the environment-related activities of vaiious UN agencies.

The Earth Summit: The 1992 Rio Conference: United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED). )

In 1989, the UN General Assembly decided to convene a summit (o promote
sustainable development which was convened in 1992, in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. An
important agenda in this summit was made by the World Commission on Environment -
and Development (WEED) and its 1987 report entitled *Our Common Future' (also
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known as the Brundtland Report). This report tricd to cre
preservation and economic development
development®, The report defined sustainable dcvclnpmcrﬂ
the needs of the present without compromising the abi

ate goals for environmeny,
and proposed the concept of *sustainab|,
as ‘development that megy,
lity of future gencrations |,

meet their own needs”.

: . ¢ WeTe a8 /8.
The major outcomes of the Rio Conference werc as follows

The adoption of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climay

Change (UNFCCC): This agreement between 153 nations is a framc.\mrk‘
- 1d procedures for further negotiation,

FCCC came into force on 21 Mar
1w stabilization of greenhouse .
| that would present dangeroy.
m. A time frame sufTicient

establishing principles, aims, institutions ar
and development of agreements. The UN
1994 with the primary objective of *achicvin
concentrations in the atmosphere at a leve
anthropogenic interference with the climate syste .
allow ccosyslcrﬁs to adapt naturally to climate change. to cnsure that foo(
production is not threatened and enable economic development to proceed iny
sustainable manner’.

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD): This convention was signed
by 155 states, and came into force on 29 September 1993. The framework of
this convention aimed at:

o Preserving the biological diversity of the earth for its intrinsic value

o Providing for the sustainable use of its components

o Protecting species, ecosystems and habitats and establishing the terms fo
using genetic resources and biotechnology

o Providing for fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the
utilization of genetic resources

Rio Declaration: The Rio Declaration proclaimed 27 general principles t
guide action on environment and developmenmt. Like Stockholm,. many of Ric
Declaration influenced the further development of national and internationa!
environmental policies. Some of the important points of this declaration are as
follows:

o Common but differentiated responsibilities

=]

Public information and participation
Precaution _
Polluters pays the cost

Environmental impact assessment

c ¢ O ©

States to cooperate in further development of international law in the fick
of sustainable development

Agenda 21: This is an action plan for govemments. This 400 page, 40 chapte
document was adopted by consensus by about 180 countries. The chapter
include issues like promoting sustainable development combating deforestatic?
biotechnology management, managing fragile mountain ecosystems 2%
hazardous waste management.

Kyoto (Japan) Protocol is an international agreement to address global wanin:
and delay climate change. Some of the important provisions of the protocol are ¥
follows:

Legally binding targets and timetables: The EU. USA and Japd
respectively committed themselves to reduce their annual greenhouse £



cmission by 2008 -12 to 8 per cent, 7 per cent and 6 per cent less than 1990
levels. Overall, it aims to reduce the total greenhouse gas emissions of the
developed countries (and countries with economics in transition) to 5 per cent
below the 1990 level. The protocol came into foree on 16 February 2005.
However, till now the largest emitter US; has not ratified the treaty.

e Flexibility mechanisms: The parties can also take the benefit of flexibility
mechanisms instead of their domestic policies and measures (o reduce their
sharc of emission. The flexibility mechanisms are as follows:

o International emission trading (industrialized states can exchange agreed
part of their emission allowances)

o Jointimplementation (sharing of emission reduction)

o Clcan development mechanism (developed countries can purchase cmission
credit [carbon trading] by supporting climate-friendly projects in developing
countrics)

The flexibility mechanisms allow a country to comply with its target even though its
domestic emission may exceed the assigned amount.

Montreal protocol: The Montrcal Protocol on substance that depletes the ozone
layer was agreed upon by twenty-four industrialized states in 1987. This protocol is a
corollary of the Vienna Convention for the Protection of Ozone Layer, 1985. The
Montreal Protocol originally required the parties to reduce chlorofluorocarbon (CFCs)
use to 50 per cent below 1986 levels till 1998, Italso required freezing halon consumption
at 1986 levels from 1992. With mounting evidences about ozone depletion, the reduction
targets for CFCs were accelerated twice, first in 1990 and then in 1992. In 1990, even
the number of parties increased to 81 states and, in 1992, major industrialized states
promised to phase out CFCs by 1995. To help third world countries meet the
requirements of reduction, a fund was promised. Montreal protocol was the first
International Environmental Agreement (IEA) to recognize the nced for phased
commitments for developing countries. For the first time, it proposed binding time
schedule for freezing and reducing the ozone depleting substances (ODS). Today,
Montreal protocol has become truly global with over 197 state parties.

Non-government actors

The 1992 Earth Summit recognized the role of other actors (other than governments)
in environmental protection and conservation. It has been observed that a growing
number of non-governmental organizations have played a very important role in
championing environmental issues. They try to spread awareness about these issues
and use different means to pressurize governments to make environment-friendly
policies and take stand for environment protection. C ertain major environmental NGOs
have been described here: '

o Greenpeace: It was founded in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada in 1971.
Its present hecadquarters are at Amsterdam, Netherlands. According to
Greenpeace website information, it is ‘an independent campaigning organization

which uses non-violent, creative confrontation to expose global environmental .

problems and to force the solutions which are essential to a green and peaceful
future’. Its goal is to ensure the ability of the carth to nurture life in all its
diversity. There arc arcund more than three million members of Greenpeace.
Greenpeace currently has a presence in 41 countries and runs for or against
policies of governments, actions of companies or groups, climate change, forests
defending our occan, sustainable agriculture, eliminating toxic chemicals, opposing
nuclear weapons and peace and disarmaments.
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o I'riends of the E

Earth International: Friends of the Earth Intemational (FoEl)

is an international network of cnvironmental organization in 76 countries. It is a

grassrools” environmental network with over 2 million members and supporters
around the world. The FoEl challenges *the current modc! of economic an(
corporate globalization, and promote solutions that W.I“’h_elp lo create
cnvironmentally and socially just societics.” The FoEl sccrcla_nal isin Am.slerdar.n.
Itis important to emphasize here that FoEl considers en\-'lro_nmcnlal ISSUESin
their social, political and human rights contexts. FoEl has d-1chrent campaign
issues related to climate justice and energy, food sover.elgmy, forests and
biodiversity, resisting mining oil and gas and water related issues.

e Sicrra club: This is one of the oldest environmental NGO. It was founded in

1892 in California, USA by John Muir. It is mainly famous in the USA and
Canada. It has more than one million members. The sierra club’s mission s ‘to
explore, enjoy and protect wide places of the earth; to practice and promote the
responsible use of earth’s ecosystem and resources; to educate and enlist
humanity to protect and restore the quality of the natural and human environment
and to all lawful means to carry out these objectives’.

7.  Fillinthe blanks.

8. State whether the following are true or false:

Cueck YOur PROGRESS

(a) Ozone depletion is caused by - .

(b) The principal cause of global warming is the emission of

(a) The Kyoto (Japan) Protocol is an international agreement to address global
warming and delay climate change.

(b) The Montreal Protocol is a corollary ofthe Vienna Convention for the Protection
of Ozone Layer, 1985.

‘2.4 SUMMARY

e The word feminist has derived from the French term féministe.

* The wave of feminism arose in Europe and America in response to the exclusion
of women from mainstream politics and decision making bodies.

e Since 1970s onward feminists from all over the world has debated on the
definition, issues, and problems pertaining to ‘feminism’. One most burning
debate around the issue was whether women are similar to men or requires
special recognition and response.

e Liberal Feminists seek equal rights with men. They believe that individuals
should be treated on the basis of their talents and effort as opposed to the
characteristics of their sex.

e Radical feminismis a philosophy emphasizing social dominance of women by
men. It views patriarchy as dividing rights, privileges and power based on gender
which invariably results in oppressing women and privileging men.

* Environment is a global concern. According to the 2007 Fourth Assessment

Report by the intergovemnmental panel on climate change (IPCC), global surface
temperature increased to 0.74+0.18° C (1.33+0.32F) during the 20th century.
* The principal cause of global warming is the emission of greenhou

(GHGs) especially CO, and Methane which trap he i

S€ gascs

at within the earth’s



environment as it allows sunlight in but stops some of the ensuring heat from Feminisn and
radiating back to space. Environmentalisi

e The GHG-led rapid elimatic change is major concern as global warming is NOTES
increasingly afTecting the global atmosphere, especially the ice sheets on carth
which are melting and are increasing the sea levels.

* Ozonc is a layer of gas that acts as a protective cover for the carth which is
gradually depleting. The reason for ozone depletion is the increase in the level
of free radicals (e.g., hydroxyl radicals, nitric oxide radicals and atomic chlorine
and brominc).

e The diversity that evolved on carth in two billion years is threatened by human
existence, especially in the last four decades, Many species of animals and
plants are extinet due to over-hunting, over-fishing and overtimbering.

With industrialization, the quantity and quality ol waste in the form of toxic, non-
toxic, nuclear, e-waste has increased tremendously. Generally, these wasles
are dumped in scas or arc lell untreated which affects the health of humans
and also environment at large.

2.5 KEY TERNMS
e First wave feminism: First wave feminism was the extended period of feminist
activity during the nineteenth century in the UK and US.
¢ Phalanxes: Communitics are known as Phalanxes.

e Radical feminism: [t is a revolutionary movement for the emancipation of
women.

e Chlorofluorocarbons: It is a chemical compound which contains chlorine,
fluorine, carbon, hydrogen, and its detrimental to the environment.

e Ecology: It is a disciplinc of study that analyzes the associations and rclations
between living organisms and their environment.

e Biodiversity: Biodiversity is known as the variety or species found in an
ecosystem.

2.6 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’
1. The word patriarchy literally means the rule of the father or the *patriarch’ and
matriarchy means rule of the mother.

2. Feminism refers to the principle of equality and equal rights to both men and
women.

3. Socialist feminism, liberal feminism, radical feminism and postmodem feminism
are the different theories of feminism. :

4. Radical feminism opposes existing political and social organization in general
because it is inherently tied to patriarchy.

5. Mary Wollstonecraft is regarded as the first feminist.

6. The key difference between socialist feminist theory and Marxnst theory is that
Marxist theory focuses on property and economic conditions to build an ideology.
whereas, socialist feminism focuses on sexuality and gender.

7. (a) Chlorofluorocarbons; (b) Greenhouse gases
8. (a) True; (b) True
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3.0 INTRODUCTION

Social transformation is the goal of all reformers and philosophers. They offer their
sets of ideas for a future world along different streams called ideologies. In the modern
world two major ideologies have contested each other to win the hearts of people.
One is bourgeoisic capitalism, the other is socialism. Throughout seven decades from
1919 to 1990 the Soviet Union ofTered the alternative to the bourgeois capitalist system.
However, in 1995 criticism of the Soviet state started from within the system and the

“ideological purity of socialism came to be doubted. It was in this situation that the
theory of end of ideologies appeared in the world.

This unit will introduce you to the concepts of ideology and help you understand
the debate on end of ideology.
3.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES
After going through this unit, you will be able to:

¢ Understand the definition and meaning of ideology

e Learn the views of different theorists on idéology

:o Analyse the difference between political philosophy and political ideology

e Participate in the debate on ideology and end-of-ideology theories

3.2 CONCEPT OF IDEOLOGY

The word ideology was given currency by a French theorist Detutt de Tracy. Tracy
introduced this term as a newly-conceived science differing from metaphysics. By
ideology, Tracy meant the science of ideas. Ideology represented the modern answer

to the tradition of political theory in the past. Ideologues like Caboni and Condillac

looked towards the formulation of a theory of government and programme of political
action. In their hands, ideology could not remain content to keep aloof from the politics
of the day.

Ever since Karl Marx denounced ideology as false consciousness or Karl
Mannheim equated it with utopia or Daniel Bell spoke of the end of ideology, the world
ideology has come to acquire an opprobrium which it has never wholly escaped.
Ideology, as it is now understood, signifies a type ol political theory which upholds a
certain political system in the broadest sense and the values and ideals that sustain it.
Itis the final approximation of the human mind to an idcal arrangement and, therefore,
claiming this finality, seeks to realize it. '

The Concept of Ideology
and End of Ideology Debate
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social order. It may signify the refutation r?fonc OrthCJU.‘-ll“l.Lﬂ 1.0"1(.’. (’1 ] b e[ht')nsc
ideology is eritically referred toas autopra ora false consciousncss, itsrole in hum}";cd
society is highly significant. ‘ Sme
Ideology is defined as any more or less systematic s.ct of ldca§ apoul man’s Plac;!eet.
in nature, in socicty and in history, i.c.. in relation to particular solcwtlcs. !qcology cris at
clicit the commitment of a significant number of people for (or agﬂmst') political chang. ynd
However, it does not exclude a set of ideas essentially concerned with merc_ly acly
or a nation, if it relates to the place and needs of that section of comMUNIty. 10 i ey
place of man in general. Thus, liberalism, conservation and various nationalisms ares’ e
ideologies. hic

Ideologies contain, in varying proportions, elements of explanation (of fact a'm.
history), justification (of demands) and faith or belief (in the ultimate truth or rightnes; © d
of their cause). They are informed by, but are less precise and systematic than, politic; ©M
theories or political philosophies. They are necessary to any effective political th ‘4™
triple function of simplifying, demanding and justifying. ::i(c)
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Ideology refers to an action-related system of political ideas. [t involves a setof
ideas concerning the change or a defence of the existing political structure an
relationship. In short, ideology connotes commitment and action as part of the political
process. Political ideology and political philosophy differ in important respects: Political

philosophy evokes reflection and understanding, while political ideology is more likely

X ; . hi
to imply commitment and action. it
A typology of definitions of ideology in terms of origin, structure and functions ym|

has been offered by Polish sociologist, Jersy Wiater. These may be classified under >rse

genetic definitions, structural definitions and functional definitions. (cor

Definitions

‘ess
Ideology is identified with the spiritual structure of the age. Mannheim’s concept of ith

total ideology includes a totality of theories, doctrines and concepts that are typical for 1k
an entire historical epoch. Ideology represents the spiritual structure of a particular i€ §
social group. It is the totality of ideas characteristic of a social class or a group of —
people. According to Donald Mac Rae, people associate ideology with some aspect of
class consciousness or class feeling which has coloured thought or desire.

Structural definitions

Wy

ldeology is identified with systems of views which contain v
Metzger defines it as a system of beliefs that presents value
truths. Their aim is to justify a particular socio-economic grou
prestigious reward. Ideology is a system of view \'
According to D. Gould, ideology is a pattern of
normative, which purports to explain complex s
and simplifying socio-political choices facing

alue judgments. Walter
judgments as empirical
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Ideology is a social function in relation to the socio
whose views it expresses. Ideology is a social function
status of any groups whose views it expresses. Ideol
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Karl Mannheim distinguishes between ideology and utopia. To him ideology isa

sum total of ideas. Those ideas are associated with the interests and desires of

sonservative social groups. They aim at preserving the status quo. Ideology is a concept
1sed to designate the primary values which people possess. Itenables them to impose
some Kind of'mental order on the diverse individual and social experiences which they
neet, A political ideology, thus, is a set of primary values from which a person derives
s attitudes towards political events and problems, Itis this which guides man's political
ronduct.

There is a divergence of opinion on the degree of explicitness, integration and
aternal consisteney which any set’of primary values should possess an order (o be
ermed as ideology. But it may be most useful to cmploy the term in its widest sense,
which includes any related values that are not derived from a priori values. This, in
um, gives rise to the notion of a ladder of values. It is from these that social decisions
are derived in logical, though not necessarily actual progression. They arc derived
[rom politics, policics from programmes and programmes from ideologics. Thus for
sxample, a decision to nationalize a particular steel company may be an outcome of a
policy of steel nationalization. This, in turn, is a part of the general programme involving
nationalization of basic industries, which is ultimately derived from an ideology of
socialism. Similarly, an ideology of free enterprise leads to a legislated programme of
monopoly regulation. It signifies a policy of prohibition, of certain types of mergerand
1 particular decision to forbid a proposed link between two firms.

It is more difficult to restrict the use of the term ideology only to those value sets
which are explicit and internally consistent. For, while several ideologies have been
made explicit (e.g.. Marxism, Catholicism, Anti-Semitism) they are rarely, if ever,
completely internally consistent. In any case, for each individual, they depend upon
personal interpretation and application, which itself increases the chances of
inconsistencies cropping up.

In the context of a society, an ideology may be congruent with, or opposed to, the
pressing values of that society. However, it cannot remain unaffected by experience
within the society. Ideologies become modified (though not necessarily nationally) to
talk of Marxism that occurred in the decades between the Bolshevik Revolution and
the Second World War.

CHEcCK Your PROGRESS

1. What is ideology?
2 What is the structural definition of ideology?
3. What is the functional definition of ideology?

3.3 DEBATE ON THE END OF IDEOLOGY THEORY

Thus, ideology plays a very important part in the life of society and in its progress.
[deology. in turn, evolves together with the society. It develops along with the changes
laking place in the material conditions of existence of the classes whose interests and
aspirations it expresses. Ideology, in turn, evolves together with the society. It develops
along with the changes taking place in the material conditions of existence of the
classes whose interests and aspirations it expresses. Ideology employs for its own
znds and needs, the attainments of science, literature and the arts, and always affects
them. Ideology is an expression in the sphere of ideas of that objective process due to
which society has splitinto opposing classcs,
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Karl Mannheim distinguishes between ideology and utopia. To him ideology is a

sum total of ideas. Those ideas are associated with the interests and desires of

conservative social groups. They aimat preserving the status quo. Ideology is a coneept
used to designate the primary values which people possess. Itenables them to impose
some kind o mental order on the diverse individual and social experiences which they
meet. A political ideology, thus, is a set ol primary values from which a person derives

his attitudes towards political events and problems, Itis this which guides man’s political
conduct.

There is a divergence of opinion on the degree of explicitness, integration and
intemal consistency which any sct’of primary values should possess an order to be
termed as ideology. But it may be most useful to ciiploy the term in its widest sense,
which includes any related values that are not derived from priori values. This, in
tum, gives rise to the notion of a ladder of values. Itis from these that social decisions
are derived in logical, though not necessarily actual progression. They are derived
from politics, policies [rom programmes and programmes from ideologics. Thus for
example, a decision to nationalize a particular steel company may be an outcome of a
policy of stecl nationalization. This, in turn, is a part of the general programme involving
nationalization of basic industries, which is ultimately derived from an ideology of
socialism. Similarly, an idecology of frec enterprise leads to a legislated programme of
monopoly regulation. It signifies a policy ol prohibition, ol certain types of mergerand
a particular decision to forbid a proposed link between two firms.

Itis more difficult to restrict the usc of the term ideology only to those value sels
which are explicit and internally consistent. For, while several idcologies have been
made explicit (e.g., Marxism, Catholicism, Anti-Semitism) they are rarcly, if ever,
completely internally consistent. In any case, for cach individual, they depend upon

personal interpretation and application, which itsclf increases the chances of
inconsistencies cropping up.

Inthe context of a society, an ideology may be congruent with, or opposed to, the
pressing values of that society. However, it cannot remain unaflected by experience
within the society. Ideologies become modified (though not necessarily nationally) to

talk of Marxism that occurred in the decades between the Bolshevik Revolution and
the Second World War.

Cueck Your PROGRESS
1. What is ideology?

2. What is the structural definition of idecology?
3. What is the functional definition of idecology?

3.3 DEBATE ON THE END OF IDEOLOGY THEORY

Thus, ideology plays a very important part in the life of society and in its progress.
Ideology, in turn, evolves together with the society. It develops along with the changes
taking place in the material conditions of existence of the classes whose interests and
aspirations it expresses. Ideology, in tumn, evolves together with the society. It develops
along with the changes taking placc in the material conditions of existence of the
classes whose interests and aspirations it expresses. Ideology employs for its own
ends and needs, the attainments of science, literature and the arts, and always affects

them.-Ideology is an expression in the sphere of ideas of that objective process due to
which society has split into opposing classes.
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Most end-ol-idcologist the
ideology and utopia. Danicl Bell, fore
According to him, ideology serves Lo (he needs
this, a utopia is oriented on a change in the existing sct-up. On .
towards a total treatment of ideology as a universal spiritual sll‘uclun_". l.lc sees ideol
as a guide to the behaviour of individuals and whole groups, for ﬂ“"!"!“g certain en
This universal ideology, as Bell describes it, is a form ol sccular religion.

It is a curious paradox that despite the cnunciation of ideology in the broad
most universal and total sense. the end-of-ideology theorists narrow downits conte
Morcover, the terms universal and total, suggest that idcology provides an all-cmbrac;
picturc of social reality. It interprets the entire course ol history, having necess:
consequences, in respect of the future development ol mankind.

Arthur Schlesinger presents, perhaps, the clearest delinition of idcology. Accord,
to him, ideology is a body of systematic and rigid dogma by which people seck
understand the world and to preserve or transform it. An idcology is not a picture
actuality. It is a model derived from actuality. It is these which the model builder, ¢
ideologist as a saving remedies. Ipso facto, is committed toa latalistic view ofhisto

Schlesinger clucidates his ideological fatalism by the example of an idcologis
approach 1o history. An ideologist, he writes, upholds a schematic or absolute the
of social development, a social credo that reveals all the secrets of history. It is

framework which enables the ideologist to sce the world as an integral whole. T
history of the world is pre-ordained. Its principles are inalicnable. Its aims and val
emanate from the fundamental and theoretical pre-requisites. The idcological loc
upon the world as a single entity. The whole of this world may be embraced ina siny
point of view. Everything may be brought down to a single system ol abstract conce
This has the effect of preventing people [rom appreciating correctly any speci
measure that is necessary and possible at a particular moment. As Schlesinger puts
ideology, therefore, is a totality. However, one may interpret this description, it rema
extremely formal and imprecise. This has the cffect of distorting the real soc
phenomena.

Furthermore, certain notions in the precise social and even natural sciences
also be dogmatic. This does not mcan that these sciences, because of the presence
such elements, become ideologics. A formal sign of dogmatism per se does not expt
the essence of ideology. Butit veils the class character of ideological views and opini
Here Schlesinger’s subjectivist treatment ol idcology in readily apparent.

Danicl Bell's description of ideology too remains one-sided and at tin
contradictory. Bell connects the appearance of ideology with a certain period in
history of European society. This period had been marked by intensive developm
of industrial capitalism. Ithad beena period ofactual ideological struggle in the |



and 19th centuries. Bell points out: Whatever its origins among the French philosophers.
Ideolopy, as a way of translating ideas into action, was given its sharpest phrasing by
the Lett Hegehans, by Feuerbach and by Man.

Bell however, depicts and ideology as something negative and undesimble, although
in some circumstances evidently inevitable m social life, 1t arises, he claims, when
countries begin their transition in their efTorts t develop industrial socicties, that s,
when they begin to modernize. This transition is accompanied by a fieree struggle for
forms and method of industrialization among various groups and classes, the various
social upheavals and revolutions. In the sphere of ideology, this is a struggle often to
the death. As socicty becomes *industrial’, one sees the twilight of the ideologies of
communism, liberalism and conservatism. I would seem, therefore, that ideology 18
somchow a relatively short lived phenomenon in social history.

Bell argues that in many respects. ideologies come to replace the rehigious system
that had earlier prevailed. In his opinion, the power of ideologies lies in their fenvour.
One might claim that the most latent function of ideology is to tap emotion. In this
respect, ideology comes very close to religion. But religious symbols drain away and
disperse emotional energy from the personal world on to the litany. liturgey, the
sacraments. the arts, etc. Ideology, on the other hand. fuses these energies and channels
them into politics. That is how. Bell claims, ideologies rouse the public to political
action. ‘

For this purpose, Bell considers the following points as of vital importance:

e To simplify social. political, economic and moral ideas with a view to making

them accessible to the public at large:

e To establish which notions and actions are true and correct. and which are false

and incorrect:

¢ To demand fromone’s ideological followers action ina strictly regulated direction.

According to Bell. ideologies are nothing more than a particular form of sccularism.
But to describe the teachings of French philosephers by Feurbach and Marx. as secular
religion. would be a distortion of historical truth. Bell. however. makes certam
concessions. According to him. the philosophers, by identifying inevitability with progress.
link up ideology with the positive values of science. The idea of social equality and
freedom. in the broadest sense, is a kev and attractive proposition to many ordinary
people. Despite Bell's concession, the substance of his arguments 1s that ideoiogies
have perverted ideas and have deformed people’s consciousness. In this sense,
ideologies are a negative and an outmoded phenomenon. Thus. Bell remains the most
vocal champion of ideological subjectivism.

The rise of ideologies in the 18thand 19th centuries corresponded to the upsurge
in that class of intellectuals who tried to establish themselves in the society. Intellectuals,
as distinguished from scholars. can be the creators as well as the bearers of an ideology.
The scholar has a bounded field of knowledge. He is dominated by a tradition and
seeks to find his place in it. He adds to the existing tradition. the accumulated and the
tested knowledge of the past. He aims to achieve the objective science lree from all
subjective elements. The intellectual, on the contrary. begins with his experience, his
individual perception of the world. his privileges and deprivations and judges the world

by these sensibilitics. Thus, ideological subjectivism has its roots in the subjectivismol

understanding reality by intellectuals. They are not “objective” scholars, but the makes

of the objective science.
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There are unscientific and scientific ideologics, dogmatic and non-dogmatic, selfig3.5 KE

class-based and universal ideologies and so on. The nature ol l(lcnlc)g't‘_& howcm
depends on the nature of their bearers, that is, social groups and classcs, Irrespectiy
of whether the classes are progressive or revolutionary, or whether they are reactiony
and conservative. Majority of the Western sociologists adop! “.O”C‘S'dCd electriy
view in matters of investigating the problem of ideology and social process as who,
Therelore, their ihcory is not an adequate reflection of reality.

In so far as the end-ol-ideology theorists look at the idcology theorists look g
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ideology from an external and superficial point of view, they commit a methodologicy 3.6 AN

error. They depict ideology as a psychological accretion of the personality or of soci
groups in general. They fail to reveal the social and class sources of its origin anf
functions. In their writings, ideology appears to be only the dream-child of individud
intellectuals. Thus, the class characteristic, which is the basic trait in describing an
ideology, in fact, is excluded from a definition of the concept of ideology in an attemy
to conceptualise it. Without any justification, Bell and other theorists of the end-of
ideology, put political ideology on a level with ideology overall. In this way, they commi
an clementary logical mistake. The end-of-ideology theory, therefore, is unsound ini
starting basic postulates and especially in its failure to consider the facts of historica

development. Consequently, this bourgeois perspective distorts the very essence of
ideology as a social phenomenon.

Cneck Your PROGRESS

4. According to Bell, what are the concerns of ideology?
5. Define the concept of ideology according to the end-of-ideology theorists.

3.4 SUMMARY

¢ ldeology, as it is now understood, signifies a type of political theory which upholds

a certain political system in the broadest sense and the values and ideals tht
sustain it. Itis the final approximation of the human mind 10 an ideal arrangement
and therefore, claiming this finality, sccks to realize it. )
Structural definition of ideology is identified with systems of'v
value judgments. Walter Mclzger defines it as
value judgments as empirical truths.
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The Concept of Ideology

e Functional definition of idcology is a social function in relation to the socto- ! '
and End of Idealogy Debate

cconomic status ol any group whose views it expresses.

e Bell considers the following objectives and concerns of ideology: (i) To simplily NOTES
social, political, economic and moral ideas with a view to making them accessible
to the public at large; (i) To establish which notions and actions are true and
correct, and which are false and incorrect; and (iii) To demand [rom one’s
ideological followers action in a strictly regulated direction.

e The coneept of ideology, according to the end-ol-ideology theorists, has the
following characteristics: (i) Dogmatism: (i) Utopianism (in sense (hat its idcals
and prescription are unrealizable); (i) Heightened emotionalism, bias and
subjectivism; which are incompatible with natural science; and (iv) Rhetoric
and sumptuousness of language and formulations.

3.5 KEY TERMS
e Idcology: It is more or less systematic sct of ideas about man’s place in nature,
in society and in history, i.e., in relation to particular societics.
e Dogmatism: Dogmatism is the tendency to lay down principles as

incontrovertibly true, without consideration of evidence or the opinions ol others.

o Fatalism: Fatalism is the beliel that all events are predetermined and, therefore,
inevitable.

3.6 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

1. Ideology signifies a political theory which upholds a certain political system in
the broadest sense and the values and idcals that sustain it. It is the final
approximation of the human mind to an ideal arrangement and, therefore, claiming
this finality, sceks to realize it.

9

Structural definition of ideology states that it is a system of beliefs that presents
value judgements as empirical truths.

3. Functionally, ideology is a social function in relation to the socio-economic status
of any group whosc views it expresses.

4. According to Bell, the main concerns of ideology are: (i) To simplify social,
political, economic and moral ideas with a vicw to making them accessible to
the public at large; (ii) To establish which notions and actions are true and
correct and which are false and incorrect; and (iii) To demand (rom one’s
ideological followers action in a strictly regulated direction.

5. The concept of ideology, according to the end-of-ideology theorists, has the
following characteristics: (i) Dogmatism; (ii) Utopianism (in sense that its ideals
and prescription are unrealizable); (iii) llcighlcncd cmotionalism, bias and
subjectism; which are incompatible with natural science; and (iv) Rhetoric and
sumptuousness of language and formulations.

3.7 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions
I. Define the concept ol ideology and give different definitions of this concept.
2. Write a short note on the end-of-ideology theory.

3. Define Danicl Bell’s theory and concept ol ideology.
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Theories of Transformation

UNIT-4  THEORIES OF TRANSFORMATION
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4.11 Further Reading

4.0 INTRODUCTION

Transformation has been the dream of great men in history (rom the beginning. In the
ancient period, prophets and reformers took up the cause 0 [soctal transformation and
reconstruction. The modern world, however, has gencrally lost faith in prophetic
charisma. There is a trend towards social organization and movement for such
reconstructive activities. In the 19th century, great transformational works werce
undertaken by Karl Marx and Fredrik Engels. They wrote profuscly and worked
through the organizations of socialist parties ol Europe. Their theoretical position and
programme of action have been named Marxism. ' '

Marx and Engels worked through a socialist international organization to which
workers parties ol Europe were affiliated. Though Marx wanted the workers to revolt
and capture state power from the borgucoisie, it was Vladimir Lenin who first setup
a secrelive Communist Party and carried on the Bolshevik Revolution. Lenin’s
contribution towards Marxism in respect of organized action was enormous. He sct
up a state of Soviet Union which grew into the second most powerful state in the
world. However, that state collapsed in 1990.

Following Marx and Lenin along aslightly different channel Mao Zedong in China
carried outa peasant revolution and stared building a communist state in 1949. However,
after the death of Mao, the movement took a turn towards a capitalist economy while
its power structure remained monolithic as before. '

In India. Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi undertook a unique programme of national
liberation through non-violent revolution by changing the hearts of people. Heappealed
{o the morality of the British rulers and the spirit of frecdom of the Indian people
whom he called upon to sacrifice. He made India free but was assassinated by an
Indian within six months of India’s Independence. Besides the political programme ol
liberation, Gandhi’s cconomic and educational programmes were unique too. He insisted
upon self-help of the common people and productive education for children (naviralim).

N
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This problem is addressed by a new policy of 'mflt,'cu“ll”-_a"l'?m that gocs log
1960s, which acknowledges group righls as well as individual rights.

Modernism has been challenged recently by a new school of thought callmgil.‘
‘post-modernist’. They reject the supremacy of the state and draw our atlentioy,
community. They replace the concepl of rights by lhc-conccpt ofcz.lrc. Thf: reply
nationalism by what they call mutual trust that constitutes the social capital, 7,

school ol thought is also known as ‘communitarian .

4.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

Aller going through this unit, you will be able to:
e Identify the role of Lenin and Mao in socialism
e Discuss the ideas of Gandhi on decentralization
 Explam the concept of communitarianism

e Describe multiculturalism

4.2 LENIN

Lenin was the architect of the first communist state in the world. Along with Mar
has also became a saint, a god, a philosopher, and a guide for communists all over
world '

He brought Marxism up-to-date and adapted it to Russia. In a way, he rchabiliat
true revolutionary Marxism which was placed in cold storage or rather buried byt
opportunists and revisionists of the Sccond International,

In this context, we have to discuss the concept of socialism which has be
developed by Lenin at length. :

(i) Imperialist capitalism: way to socialism

Lenin thought that with the concepts of the party and of imperialist cupitalismlh
theory ol communism as a logical structure was complete, yet it lacked what prowt
to be its main driving force as a political system. This was the concept of socialisn? .
one country added by Stalin and his sole venture into theory. In one sense this we
normal capstone to Leninism—at least to the concept of Leninism developed in E
way. For Lenin’s achievement as it has been described here, was to produce a venid
of Marxismapplicable to an industrially underdeveloped society with an agrarian poas?
cconomy. Socialism in the country, therefore, completed the divergence between Len
Marxism and the Marxism of’ Western Europe, which had bcc} conceived by W
and Marxists as a theory to transforma highly industrial cconomy from a capitalit? ¢
asocialist society. Itis hardly surprising, therefore, that from the leundpuim of Marw?
theory, all this was commonly understood; Stalin's concept of socialismin one coun? l
was logically weak. He tried to meet the arguments that made the concept sccn.l’
paradox. Inoriginitwas hardly more than an incident in the scramble for the suces i(
that followed Lenin's death, and Stalin®s purpose when I e o
‘was (o climinate Trotsky's relations \villh :.cn:n\.\hm e pul the thean € N
mendacious, representation ol the theory of perm
relationswith Lenin.

ICincluded an unfair 447,
. N " s ; T A
anent revolution and of ToRY ¢
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(i) Industrial and military power

In spite .“l'”li.\. sacialism i one country became the operative factor in Leninis.
Under this slogan commumist Russia cmerged as a great industrial and military power,
asitinitated in 1928, the Hirst ol the five-year plans which began o revolution with far
greater long-term political and social consequences than Lenin's revolution ol 1917,
By harnessing communism 1o the tremendous driving foree of Russian nationalism,
the five-year plans became the first greatexperiment with a totally planned economy.
And by its suceess Russian communism beeame a model likely to be followed by
peasant socicties with national aspirations the world over,

In 1924 Stalin put torward very abruptly the thesis that Russia *can and must
build up asocialist society”. Only a few months before he had repeated the conventional
opinion, current since 1917 and before, that the permanence ol socialism in Russia
depended on Socialist Revolutions in Western Lurope. Stalin argued that the only bar
toa complete socialistsociety in Russia was the risk created by “capitalistencirclement’

(the intrigues), the “espionage nets,” or the intervention of the capitalist enemies. There

was nothing new. ol course, in the belief that communist and capitaliststates could nol
permanently coexislt.

(iii) High-level of production

Lenin held this opinion, but this was not the obstacle. from the standpoint of Marxism,
forcompleting socialism in Russia. Marxists had supposed that socialism required an
cconomy with a high level ol production and hence an industrial sociely, which Russia
obviously was not. Stalin did not meet this argument but argued instead that socialism
could be buili in a country of great extent with large natural resources. In effeet he
neglected the economic argument normal to Marxism and substituted a political
argument. Stalin assumed that, given adequate resources, an adequate labour force,
and a government with unlimited power, a socialist cconomy could be constructed as
a political policy. This, ol course, is what socialism in one country became, and in
theory itis quite different from the supposed dependence of politics on the cconomy
which had been a principle of Marxism. On the other hand, Stalin’s assumption fitted
rather casily with some clements ol Leninism, .

Itwas not atall clear that Lenin was proposing a difTerent policy from that which
the party had long been following, for no one in' 1924 denied that it ought to move
toward socialism as fast and as [ar as it could. For practical purposes “this had been
scttled when Lenin persuaded the party to 11P11|1(l«>|1 projects [or carrying communism
into Western Europe and to accept the Gcrl‘vkm terms at Brest-Litovsk. As was then
said, Lenin traded space for time when he acceded to the loss of territory that the
Germans demanded. But there was no point in gaining time except on the supposition
that communism had a future in Russia. *From the moment ol the victory ol socialism
inone country,” Lenin had then said, the only important question is *the best conditions
for the development and strengthening the Socialist Revolution that has already started.”

(iv) Struggle against world imperialism

As lar as tactics were concerned. Lenin was banking on the possibility provided by his
theory of imperialism that a signilicant pcriO(I ol coexistence might be possible. In
developing the idea that capitalism develops unevenly, he had said, *the victory of
socialism is possible first in a few or even in one single capitalist country.' Ie was
then thinking ol countries already industrialized but less ingenuity than Lenin's would
have sufficed to apply the idea to Russia. Finally, in some of his latest writings he
seemed 1o be saying that through its own cultural and industrial development Russia
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could go a long way towards socialism. There was PC”"'PS_UV’C’? " Suggest
Russian nationalism when Trotsky told the ('()IHIII-IHHM Inlcnfullc)n..ll.’ rhf: Strugy|
Soviet Russia has merged with the struggle 1'Bil"15{"v""'|‘l ”"Pf“‘"“-‘"" - The,
that Stalin’s theory was morce remarkable because ol its dialectical awkwardnegg
because 1t made any important change in L¢
y change of policy, it seemed as il nothing,
(her socialism in Russia coy

ninisn.

If, then, Lenin was proposing ne
left of his theory except the academic question whe :
completed. There were, of course, other imporlunl‘qucslmn:‘:, m')lnhly of rate
Stalin had said nothing about this. Should industrialization be rapid “_”“‘ correspong;
rapid changes in agriculture? Or should it be slow witha corrcspolmhngly long tolgr,
of the peasant agriculture permitted in 1917. On these questions there were g
differences ol opinion in 1924, and socialism in one country then seemed to b
acceplable to the gradualists than to their opponents, perhaps because it seeme
isk. Stalin performed one ofhis devious poli

acknowledge the magnitude of the t
to climinate the opposition, and hy

mancuvers: he sided with the gradualists
he started in his five-ycar plan a lar morc rapid ry,

established his power,
er considered possible. In view of his polj

industrialization than anyone had ev
methods, one might suppose that the whole proceeding including  the stug
vagueness of his theory, was an example of deliberate guile, butitis really not poss
to say how much of the end Stalin foresaw from the begging. [n view of the fecble
of the theory, it can hardly be supposed that the parly’s acceplance of socialism
one country was due to logic. The truth scems to be that the paity was heartily |
Aaflterseven years of governing against heavy odds, ofbeing told thatitheld po
on the sufferance of a revolution that looked less and less likely to happen.
success its confidence had grown in its ability notonly tohold on but 1o go ahe
and its inherited theory of revolution had become a frustrating socialism in
country scems to be that Stalin told the party what it wanted to hear, a fom
political argument more persuasive than dialectic.

(v) Agricaltural production

Though the party saw little o what it was committing itself to, its acceptanc

“socialism in the country meant adoption of” forced-draft industrialization thatLe

had begun in 1928 and he forced collectivization of agriculture that began the follow
year. In little more than a decade the party created in Russia a military force able,v
Western support, to withstand the German onslaught of World War I1. It created
industrial system with a greatly expanded productive capacity and was capabk
indefinite or further expansion at an extraordinarily rapid rate ol annual increds
created a ;g()\'01‘|1|11c111 stable enough™ to remain master of its military force!
resourcelul enough to initiate and in some fashion to manage lhg; industrial sy
while the party retained its control over the government. It worked on Russian soct
the necessary corresponding changes, 1t created the literacy needed to turn peas?
into an industrial working force, and it trained the |11:l|mgc|"5. technicians, enzind
and scientists without whom a modern industrial socicty is impossible. This w asalh
revolution imposed. as Stalin said, *tfromabove™ and by an utterly totalitarian dictatt®
Italso imposed on Russia, in little more than a decade. the hardship and barbarisi!
Marx. in his historical accountoi'the “primitive accumulation” of capital, had doserd
as spread through more than two centuries of English history. OF this he had ¥
*Cupital comes into the world sotled with mire from top to luc.-:md oozing blood F
cevery pore.” In Russia, this was literally true.




(vi) Imperatives of industrialization

The story of Lenin's revolution belongs to general history. Whatis relevant here are its
implications for the political theory of Russian Marxisim. Its efTect was (o make Lenin's
Russia, socialist in name, into the greatest of European national powers. No fiction
could make the Russian state appear to be a super-structure on the Russian cconomy.
for the superstructure was visibly crcating its cconomic base. Socialismin the country
cut the last tic with the conventional meaning of economic basc. Socialism in one
country cut the last tic with the conventional meaning of cconomic determinism, already
made tenuous by Trotsky's theory or of imperialism. The motive to which Lenin
appealed was Russian patriotism, for there was no more than a verbal difference
between building up the socialist homeland and building up the Russianhomeland. The
regime was socialist only in the sense that the nation owned the means of production,
its realitics were political absolutism, and the imperatives of industrialization. It claimed
indeed to have abolished exploitation, but the claim rested on a semantic argument: the
workers ‘own’ the factories and cannot exploit themselves. It claimed also that it had
conquered the class struggle, that relations between the industrial workers-and the
peasants were *friendly,” but the accumulation of capital was effected by forced saving
which came mostly out of the peasants” standard of living. '

(vii) Advertising socialist ‘emulation’

The party still called itself proletarian, but it tended more and more to consist of the
exccutives that industrialization required, and when in 1931 Lenin enumerated  the
duties of managers, they differed from the duties of managers’ in capitalis industry
chiefly in not including advertising Socialist *emulation” introduced wage differentials
between classes” of labor similar to those in capitalist industry, though in deference to
its socialist claims the regime provided a considerable range of fringe benefits like
socialized medicine and paid rest periods. It is true that industrial expansion opened a
wide range of opportunity, especially to able and energetic young people who could
benefit from publicly supported education, and this no doubt contributed greatly to the
stability of the regime. It is true also that its harshness was gradually ‘mitigated as its
goals were realized. The fact remains that the whole process was one of extraordinary
hardship even allowing for the terrible hardship caused by World War I1. Not the least
of the hardship was the chronic insecurity caused by Lenin’s habitual use of terrorism
and forced labor exercised through the secret police, which fell on the party as well as
on the population at large. The determination to create a collective industry and a
collective agriculture is a trace of Marxism that chiefly distinguished Lenin’s methods
from those that might have been used by a tsar bent on building up Russia’s national

power.

(viii) Concept of a national state

The concept, of a national state, which is also socialist, was, from the standpoint of

Marxian social philosophy, a logical monstrosity, for Marxism had no positive concept
cither of. a state or a nation, and it had always conceived socialism to be merely
incompatible with cither. Nationalism was conceived by Marx and by Marxists generally
to be merely a relic of feudalism’ and national patriotism to be a vestigial sentiment
which like religion, belonged to the false ideological consciousness that laid the working
class open to exploitation by the more rational bourgeoisie.

The Communist manifesto had laid down the principle that *the working men
have no country,” and it had been regarded as a major strength of Marxism that it

emancipated the workers from a, crippling illusion. Marxism had always counted
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The consequence was that its policies had little perceptible relationshiptoy  only c
theories that it professed, which often seemed a mere facade for conventional)y which
nationalist and imperialist behaviour. The government which Lenin founded and whid ~ war. 1
Stalin inherited, according to its own conception of itself, was an alliance betweena ~ doubt
urban industrial proletariat and the peasants. Both Lenin and Trotsky, expectedthz ~ will b
this alliance would be temporary, for neither supposed that the peasants would voluntardy  in one
follow the workers in either the collectivism or the internationalism that they supposd ~ adcpt!
would be the policy of a working-class minority either could or would coerce e depen
overwhelming majority of peasants. In this they were mistaken, as Lenin was mistaka

»in supposing that at some point the alliance with the peasants would be replaced byz havcw
alliance with the Western proletariat.
move
(ix) Problem of peasantry ::?w S
- The problem of the peasantry was solved not in the light of any social philosophy lrf::
cither socialist or nationalist, but by the savage coercion of Stalins program West
collectivization at the end of the 1920’s, which reduced the peasantry to a state of S
misery that Tsarist Russia never matched. This policy did indeed succeed in the sens '
that it made possible the rapid development of industry, but it also left a chronic imbalan
‘between industry and agriculture which, by the end of Stalin’s life, put the whok e
regime in jeopardy. Stalin’s agricultural policy exemplified the recklessness of & agmr_
irresponsible despot, covered by the hollow pretense that relations between industié i‘-:;:]
workers and peasants were ‘friendly.” It represented no rational concept of nationd ;)t'cal

mrl.crejtf, which lI;fy@gun(: s philosophy lacked. In a similar way the regime’s concef only
ofitsclfasa wor mg,-.cllass govemmenl obstructed its own policy of industrializati®®  ¢oun
Almost the only positive remnant of the philosophy was Stalin’s constant pretenset  dicta
any opposition to his totalitarian despotism was counter-revolutionary;
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charges of treason and conspiracy by which he liquidated men with a lifelong record
as dedicated revolutionists. Both the party and the government *discarded any valid
claim to represent the working class, which was in fact impossible il the purposc werc
cffectively to construct a large-scale industrial system. *The regime cocreed workers

as impartially as it cocreed every other group, and il it was in truth the exponent off

any social class, its favorite scemed 1o be the new class of managers and technicians
which it was creating, as disappointed Marxists like Milovan Djilas frecly predicted.
Its industrial policy created another imbalance between the production ol capital goods
and the production of consumers® goods for which its socialist professions provided no

justification, but which might representa militarism that belied its professed peaceful
inlentions,

(x) National ownership of the means of production

Socialism in the country provided Russia with no cues for its relations to other states
different from thosc of conventional nationalist imperialism, Communism is represented
asitselfan ideological tie that provides communist countries with a common interest,
but there is no perceptible reason why this should be so. The national ownership of the
means of production docs not affect any advantage that the Russian industrial system

might gain from controlling, for example, the output of Silesian steel or make her morn
charitable in dealing with Poland.

By and large Russian policy toward her ring of satellite states in eastern Europe
has been one of using them to enhance her own economic and military power. The
only one of these states that retained much independence of action was Yugoslavia,
which was also the one not included in Russia’s area of occupation at the end of the
war. The crucial test of a community of interest between communist states will no
doubt be provided by the long-term relations between Russia and China, since neither
will be able to treat the other as a satellite. It may well be true, however, that socialism
in one country has made an important change in Russia’s intenational orientation. The
adoption of Stalin’s policy meant in substance abandoning the theory that communism
depended on the support of the working class In Western Europe.

There were, in fact, substantial reasons why support from this quarter should not
have been forthcoming, though the concept of communism as a working-class
movement prevented these reasons from being acknowledged. Except perhaps in a
few special cases, there was no reason why the western European worker, with a

higher standard, of living his own independent labour unions and generally liberal political -

institutions should be attracted by communism. The political role of communism in the
West has on the whole been one of subversion, effective, only where grievances
existed that made subversions a tempting form of political activity.

The state of affairs was different in countries with a social and ‘economic
structure’ closer to that of Russia when Lenin launched his theory A country with an
agrarian economy and a largely peasant population, subject to the pressure of rapidly
growing population, is almost under an imperative to industrialize even to keep the low
- standard of living it has. The problem of industrialization in such a society accumulation
of capital, and short inability to borrow on favourable terms, capital can be accumulated
only by methods of forced saving similar to those followed by Russia. As a rule, also,
countries of this sort lack a political structure able to oppose any obstacle to a
dictatorship.
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In Russia, the rigours imposed by socialism in onc country, were l'gh[CfICdbyﬁ capi
prospect held out by the Marxian tradition that they were temporary. Their P exp
was first described as the building of socialism, whiC.h-LCnln PrOClﬂlmFd to havely, =
accomplished about 1936, and second by the transition ‘lo communism, Fhe hige  incr
stage mentioned by both Marx and Lenin and said by Stalin z_llso to be possibleiny cap
country. Beyond this, repression would no longer be qu‘UITCd "‘_“_d the state mjg firia
wither away.” This prospect, so deeply rooted in the Marxist ll'{ldll.lont was a kind; imp
promissory notc that the regime might sometime have to meet, or it might bea fog whi
for criticism arid discontent. Why, it might be asked, since there no longer exploiy Bet

classes, should the state not begin to wither away? In 1939-Stalin said that this questy ol
was indeed ‘sometimes asked.’ His answer was the usual one given by a Mamz o f
theorist, when his predictions fail. The questioners, he said, have ‘conscientiow Iabc
memorized” the words but *have failed to understand the essential meaning.’ Th
have overlooked the espionage nets spread by encircling capitalist powers.
concluded that the state would remain in the communist stage, until the capi (i)

encirclement vanished by the whole world becomes communist. ™
€

Lenin approached the question again, rather circuitously, in one or thells |4
writings. In 1950, he wrote several articles on Marxism and language, the purpostl | o
which was to show that neither logic nor language depended on the class stugd o
since language was a medium of communication between persons of all social clas
This somewhat esoteric question seems an improbable subject of interest, butb

Spir

purpose apparently was revealed when he reproved those comrades ‘who have! me?
infatuation for explosions’ as the method for any, kind of important social change! .
Soviet society, there are no “hostile classes’— he gave an instance of the ‘revolud! ann
from above’ that brought about collective agriculture — and hence no need B
‘explosions’. In other words, the transition to communism will take place under Esd
direction and control of the party. Khrushchev, too, has occasionally taken paiss! e
strip the transition of its utopian connotations, At the Twenty-first Party Cong® the

’ and

(1959), he described his seven-year plan as ‘the building of communism and 29
same time warned that a communist society would not be * formless and unor"aﬂ'lff! rol
Yet he also spoke of'a possibility that would have horrified Lenin: the erowth (;f‘[JUH ady
organizations or voluntary associations that might take over M"my ﬁncﬁonshithf‘- oth

carried out by state organs’ — of course, under the direction of the Party. It seem dif

fair presumption that what is left of the withering away of the state’ *at least ol Ore
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as concerns the party’s intentions, is a regime with the services’ usually qutachd! cla
S ally at :
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the concept of a welfare state, a level of *production, that wil| permit more consun¥’
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goods without" reducing the production of capital goods below whatever level the
party deems necessary, a corresponding increase in living standards with a reduction
ofthe working day, and some lightening or decentralization of administrative regulations.

4.2.1 Conditions for Successful Working of Socialism

In order to make socialism more cfTective, Lenin has developed different techniques
and philosophy in great detail. These are outlined below.

(i) Lenin’s theory of imperialisim

This theory is found in his book Imperialism, the Highest State of Capitalism. Lenin
regards imperialism, as the highest stage of capitalism. As capitalism develops, units
of industrial production grow bigger and combine in trusts and cartels to produce
monopoly capitalism. The same process takes place in the financial world. Banks
combinc and become master of capital that the industrialists use and thus monopoly
capitalism becomes finance capitalism. Monopoly finance capitalism is aggressively
expansionist. Its characteristic export is capital, and its consequences are three fold. It
results in the exploitation of colonial peoples, whom it subjects of the capitalist law of
increasing misery and whose liberty it destroys. According to Lenin, ‘imperialism is
capitalism in that stage of development in which the domination of monopoly and
finance capital has taken shape; in which the export of capital has acquired pronounced
importance in which the division of the world by international trusts has begun; and in
which the portion of all the territory of the earth by the great capitalist countries has
been completed.’ According to Lenin, imperialism which is moribund capitalism contains
anumber of contradictions which shall ultimately destroy it and bring socialism. There
is, firstly, the contradiction or antagonism between capital and labour. Capital exploits
labour and brings the exploited workers to revolution. If it will be materialized, then the
spirit of socialism will start. ,

(ii) Theory of party

The greatest contribution of Lenin to socialism is his theory of the party. While Marx
laid too much emphasis on the development of class consciousness among the workers,
Lenin laid emphasis on the party organization. According to him, ‘The proletariat has
no other weapon in the struggle for power except organization’. :

Constantly pushed out of depths of complete poverty, the proletariat can and will
inevitably become the unconquerable. The party is needed not only before the revolution
to arouse the revolutionary spirit in the proletariat but also after the revolution to
annihilate the capitalist state and to establish the dictatorship of the proletariat. Workers
do not become socialists automatically. They become trade unionists. Socialism has to
be brought to them from outside and this is done by the party which is in reality the
‘vanguard of the proletariat’, It must be able to lead the proletariat to elevate them to
the level where they can understand their class interests and purpose with great vigour
and determination. The party must cat as the General Staff of the Proletariat. On its
role, Lenin wrote thus: ‘The communist party is a part of the working class, the most
advanced, most class conscious and hence the communist party has no other interests
other than the interests of the working class as a whole. The communist party is
differentiated from the working class in its totality. The communist party is the
organizational and political lever which the most advanced sections of the working
class use to direct the entire mass of the proletariat and the semi-proletariat along the

rightroad’.
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Theories of Transformation (iii) Dictatorship of the pruh'mriul . form the state would take g,
Lenin described dictatorship of'the proletaria 2% lll:(cmi capitalism into socialism, lem
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Tactics of Revolution

' , P as better settled than
According to Sabine *No principle of Marxian Slm“{:’y qud?mcy before the Iimchi(s: a
that it's impossible (o make a revolution by force of conspira fip

: g o d a revolutionary sitya;
that is before the contradictions in a socicly have produced 2 y lion,

PSR Ao e ceientific socialism from Utopian
It was this principle, which distinguished Marx s scientific , . o Planis
SIS | pic, ['two views in Russia, onc

or mere adventurism, This view led to the cmcrgcn?co ding the tactics socjy(;
by the Mensheviks and the other by the BO]Shf"v{ks' rcgilr_ mle ]?o:hcr ? o
industry and the slow growth of the prolctariat into a mn)f)rl’l}/- “lr CCO%‘FOUP I
led by Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin. According to Trol:%ky, n d.cc?unh Y iy .Om.lca”‘
backward, the proletariat can take power carlier than in countrics where capitalism;
advanced.

Lenin thought in terms of tactics. According to him, inS_UlT’CC“U" ISjanan Wh}Chi
something that can be taught and so it is a matter for the ar_tlsl in r.cvolullon wbo 15 th
prolessional revolutionary to master. [t came to have certain maxims such as (i) Ney
play at uprising but once it is begun remember firmly that you have (o go to the ver
end. (ii) One must strive to take the enemy by surprise (o take adYanlagc of a momep
when his troops are scattered’. Lenin was opposed t0 a largc‘dlffused party flndh
wanted the party to consist of professional revolutionaries and it must be organizeda
secretly as possible. There is no room for democracy here According to Lenin,.
revolution becomes possible only ‘when the lower classes do not want the old wa
and the upper classes cannot continue till the old way promises.

Strategy of world revolution

The Third International came to be founded in March, 1919. It was formed to organiz
world revolution. It was held that without the world revolution, Russian revolutio
world also collapse. The new organization, according to Watson, issued a manifestol
the proletarians of the whole world which extolled the Soviet form of governmentan

the dictatorship of the proletariat, emphasized the need to support the non-communis
labour movement. :

CHECK Your PROGRESS

I. According to Lenin, what is the highest stage of capitalism?

- According to Lenin, how can monopoly capitalism become finance capitalism?
. How did Lenin described imperialism?

. When was the ‘third international’ founded and why?

. Who was the architect of the first communist state in the world?

. What became an operative factor in Leninism?

~N N B LN

. Which motive did Lenin appeal to?

43 MAO

Mao Zedong, the father of modern communist China, was not only an important politic?
. n . . <

leader who molded the destiny of the Chinese people and made China as one of th
ool
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most powertul nations ol the world, but also an important Marxian philosopher who
‘gave Marxism its Asiatic form.

Mao Zedong was born in 1893 in (he Huan province in the family ol a poor
peasant. /\s a child he was required (o work hard on the fields and conscquently
forced to give up his education at (he age of 13, As Mao Zedong was keen to become
cducated, he worked on the ficlds during the d

_ FREd ay-time and read books at night. e
took special delight in the books dealing with heroes of the world, and was greatly

impressetl l).y heroes like George Washington, Rousscau, Gladstone and Napolcon.
He also studied the historics of various countries

- One thing which really surprised him
was that all these books on history de

alt with the character and achievements of
rulers, feudal lords, and nobility and hardly made any reference to the hardships and
sacrifices made by the peasants. The actual su fferings of the peasants also Iefla deep
impact on his mind. He was pained to see that the rulers and nobles maltreated the
peasants and even chopped off their heads. To define the concept of socialism which

has been developed by Mao Zedong, first we have to discuss the trend of socio-
cconomic problem of China.

4.3.1 Background of History: Struggle for Socialism

Sincc the beginning of the war of resistance, a general feeling of liveliness prevailed
all over the country. In later times compromise and anti-communism again became
dominant, which threw people in to the state of bewilderment once again. This afTected
the intellectuals and young students first. The question that became pertinent at that
time was regarding the fate of China. What was to happen to China? And, therefore
it was important to clarify the trends of socialism in the country. But even if the
observations arc not true, it is impossible for them not to have some truth, and therefore,
they might encourage the cultural workers to rise and come forward with their own
contribution to the country.

Onc hopes that they will be part of the discussion to correctly identify the needs
of the nation. A scientific approach is needed for the quest of the truth and to tackle
the problems laced by the country. A responsible bent of mind is required to lead the
country on the road to socialistic liberation. The facts can be measured with the help
of the revolutionary practice of millions of people. This is the kind of attitude the
Chinese culture had.

Establislument of Socialism in China

Since a I‘ong time, Mao struggled to bring about a cultural, economic and political
revolution. His goal was to create a new socicty and state by establishing the tenets of
socialism for China. His definition of a new society and state were designed to have a
new political structure and a new economy, along with a new culture. He wanted
China to come out of political oppression and economic exploitation and gain political
freedom and cconomical prosperity. He also wanted that China should come out of
the ignorance and backwardness of the old culture, and transform to become enlightened
and progressive. The aim of Mao Zedong was to create a novel cultural sphere for

China.

China’s Historical Characteristics

Ideologically, every culture reflects the way the economy and politics of the society
functions. But it is true that both politics and economics go hand-in-hand. They both
play an important role in the determination of culture. Marx said, ‘It is'not the
consciousness of men that determines their being, but, on the contrary their social

Theories of Transformation
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' He further added. *The philosopherg ha,

Theories of Transformation . l
‘ cver. is to change jt » |

being that determines their consciousness:
only interpreted the world, in various ways,

history of mankind. for the first time, these s¢
NOTES y ol mankind, for the first ime,

the point, howev b N
ientific formulations have proved aceyy,

lations between the exislence and

in resolvi « veallematic aspects of the re . .
:n resolving the problematic q.\p(f(.l\ TSl the fundamental idcas ang conee b i
T ~ee formul S . j
wman consciousness, And thesc Imnl , )r)_J ! nowledge. as something thay el i
{ srline e adical thee ) C
thatunderline the dynamic and rddl(.:l‘ v cxplained and Clahourmcd i m
the material reality of the world, which so vigorous by W

Lenin., thi

Itis important to keep thesc I‘undnmcrﬂal. c‘uncc.pls in n'und rwlnl'c dlscussmglhi ag
. e . i1is cvident that Mao wanted (o re .
problems pertaining to China’s cullurc.TIu!.s. iLis : * et the tonelsiof Moy re
thosc clements from the old national politics. which reacted &€ 5 Of the ) de
; w national culture which he hadin mig, d
national culture, On the other hand, the new natic ics. The old culture was b c
interlinked with the new national politics and cconomics. The O.( cu urcl.\\‘la? b““‘»‘dm n:
the ideas of old politics and ecconomy 0 (the China. Slmllurly. Th.L new politics ll?al My, e
had in mind was based on the new kind of ccononiic and political models, which g
to become the foundation a new culture in China. rbc(
China’s Old Politics, Economics and Culture Lo
Since the rule of the Chou and Chin, the society of China was feudal, just like i IR
politics, economy and dominant culture. There have bccr_1 various changcs ofcf)lonial (]
semi-colonial and semi-feudal nature in the Chinese society, €ver since It Was invadef h
by the foreign capitalism. China in the first half of the twenticth century was boj K
_ feudal and semi-feudal in the areas which were occupied by Japan. He said that S
political and economic characteristics of the Chinese society were prevalently coloni]
semi-colonial, and semi-feudal, and also the reverent culture, which was the reflectioy i
of political and cconomic image, was also feudal and colonial in nature. The revolutiog L
specifically focuses on the eradication of these prevalent economic, political, and cultur &
forms. - c
Mao wanted to create a new kind of politics and economy, which then wou{ f
give rise toa new kind of culture. According to Mao, in the course of its history, thee S
were two stages through which it was important for the Chinese revolution tog a
through: the first stage was that of democratic revolution, and the second stage wx ¢
the socialist revolution. Itis important to understand that both the stages are differet ”
from each other. In this case, the first category does not include the democracy. Itcu ¢
be said that the new politics, the new economy, and the new culture of China emerg! (

from the new democracy. It is not possible for any political group, party or individud
who has no understanding of the theme, to direct the revolution to victory.

Chinese Revolution: A Part of the World Revolution

According to Mao, historically, the Chinese revolution is divided into democracy ! |
socialism. Democracy here does not mean the general democracy, but it refers to¥ |
Chinese form of democracy. After studying both the historical development of &
worldand China, it is evident that the said characteristic was not an abrupt developm®

as the result of the Opium War, rather it was shaped after the WWI and the Octeté
Revolution of Russia. Thus, we can divide the Chinese revolution into two stages: ¥

first stage was the transformation of the colonial and feyd ] ;
ademocratic form of society, and the second st
for the establishment of socialist form of so
development of the socialism.

al aspect of the society I*
age was the continuation of the revolutt

s = ¢t vac N
ciety. This can be called the trend 0%
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The firststage of this revolution began to shape up after the Opium War ol 1840, Theories of Transformation

- i.e. when feudalism of China began to undergo transformations. 1t began 1o change,
into a partially colonial and a partially feudal socicty. This was followed by the various NOTES
movements of Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, the Sino-Freneh War, the Sino-Japancse- =
War. the Reform movement of 1898, the Revolution of 1911, the May 4th Movement,
the Northern Expedition, the War of the Agrarian Revolution and the War of Resistance
against Japan. In combination, all these movements consumed an entire century by
representing the struggles of the people of China on various occasions and in different
degrees against both the imperialist and the feudal forces in order creale a free and
democratic state, and thereby completing the first stage of the revolution. Socially, the
nature of this first stage of revolution is not that of proletariat-socialist, but bourgeois-
democratic. But still, it requires continued efTorts, since it is still confronted with strong
resistance. When the first president of the Republic of China, Sun Yat-Sen said, *The
revolution is not yet completed, all my comrades must struggle on,” he referred to the
bourgcois Democratic Revolution. Changes in the China’s democratic revolution began
to take place afler the outbreak of the WWI, and the establishment ol socialism in
Russia, as the result of the October Revolution of Russia in 1917. Prior to these
happenings, the bourgeois-democratic revolution of China was part of the bourgcois
democratic world revolution. This revolution has undergone changes after these
happenings. It fell in the new class of bourgeois-democratic revolutions and as [ar as
the alignment of revolutionary forces was concerned. it belonged to the proletarian-
socialist world revolution. ‘

In this cra. no revolution in a colony or semi-colony directed against imperialism,

i.c., against the intcrnational bourgeoisie or international capitalism, falls in the old
category of the bourgeois-democratic world revolution, but within the new
category. This is part of the proletarian-socialist world revolution. Such revolutionary
colonies and semi-colonies cannot be regarded as allics of the counter-revolutionary
front of world capitalism, they have become allies of the revolutionary front of world
socialism. In countries which are colonies and semi-colonies, these types of revolutions
are socially and fundamentally bourgeois-democratic in their social character,
during the first stage or firststep. Though the objective of such a revolution is targeted
at developing capitalism, it is not a primitive revolution (with the bourgeoisie leadership,
aimed at establishing a capitalist socicty and a state under bourgeois dictatorship)
anymore. This revolution itselfis revolutionary, being lead by the proletariat. Its main
objective is to establish a new democratic society in the first stage and a state which
is governed by the combined forces ofall the revolutionary classes. Thus, in reality this
revolution paves a still wider path for socialism to develop. While in progress, this may
further be divided into sub-stages. These sub-stages emerge due to changes on the
enemy’s side and within the ranks of our allics. However, the basic nature of the
revolution does not change. This type of a revolution weakens the base of imperialism.
Hence, imperialism opposcs it However, socialism favours it and the land of socialism
supports italong with (he socialist international proletariat. Hence, itis unavoidable for
this type of revolution to become part of the proletarian- socialist world revolution.
The correct thesis, ‘the Chinese revolution is part of the world revolution” emerged
carlier in the period of 1924-27. This was the period of China’s First Great Revolution.
The Chinese Communists lramed itand it was endorsed by everyone who participated
in the anti-imperialistand anti-feudal struggle of the time. Nevertheless, the significance
of the thesis was not very clear during those days. Thus. a large number of the people
rstood the crux of the thesis. According to Mao Zedong the thesis made by

misunde
¢ communists is based on Stalin’s theory of socialism.

the Chine
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creating a new front of revolutions against wot ld imperia l.slnl ’ttl-'(;l\ frop,
the proletarians of the West through the Russian Revolution and extends toy),
oppressed people of the Easl.

4.3.2 Essence of New Democracy or Socialism
The new historical characteristic of the Chinese revolution is its division into ty,
stages, the first being the new Democratic Revolution.

Prior to the movement of 4 May 1919 (that followed the first imperialist worlg
war of 1914 and the Russian October Revolution of 1917), the petty bourgcois and the
bourgeoisie (through their intellectuals) led the bourgeoisic democratic revolutioy
polilical‘ly. *The Chinese proletariat had not yet appeared on the political scene as g
awakened and independent class force, but participated in the revolution only asg
follower of the petty bourgeoisie and the bourgeoisic. Such was the case with the
proletariat at the time of the revolution of 1911, After the movement of 4 May, politically,
the leader of China’s bourgeois-democratic revolution was no longer the bourgeoisie,
but the proletarial. Though the national bourgeoisic went on to participate in the
revolution, the Chinese proletariat underwent a rapid transformation to become an
awakened and independent political force. This was due to its maturing and the influence
of the Russian Revolution. The slogan of the Chinesc Revolution was, *Down wilh
imperialism’. This blended with the thoroughgoing programme for the whole bourgeoisie

democratic revolution. The Chinese Communist Party carried out the Agrarian
Revolution on its own.

Being a bourgeoisie in a colonial and semi colonial country under the oppression
of imperialism, the Chinese national bourgeoisie retains a certain revolutionary quality
atcertain periods and to a certain degree. Although in the cra of imperialism, opposcd
to foreign imperialists and domestic governments of burcaucrats and warlords (instances
of opposition to the latter can be found in the periods of the Revolutionof 1911 andthe
Northern Expedition), it may be allied with the proletariat and the petty bourgeoisic
against opposing forces. On this front, the Chinese bourgeoisic is diffe ’
bourgeoisic of old tsarist Russia: As Tsarist Russi
imperialism that was aggressive towards other nations: the Russian bourgcoisic was
entirely devoid of the revolutionary feature. Thus. in this casce, the job ol‘lh:- prolctariat
was Lo oppose the bourgeoisie and not be supportive towards i,

rent from the
a emerged as a mililm‘)’-fcudnl

But China’s national bourgeoisic is based on rev
specilic times. The reason for this is that Chin
colonies which arc oppressed. These provide the proletariat with the objective of
forming a United Front with the national bourgeoisie, '
imperialism and the burcaucrat and warlord gov
compromise with its revolutionary quality.

olution, to a specific extent andal
a1s divided into colonies and semi-

This front is in opposition
cmments. Nevertheless., it does not
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Simultancously. nevertheless, being a bourgeois class ina colonial and semi-colonial Theories of Transformation

country and extremely labby cconomically and politically, the Chinese national

bourgeoisic also has another quality, i.c.. it is prone to negotiation with those who are s

aganst the revolution, Even afier participating in the rcu‘\luliun. it does not cut ofTits NOTES

laisons with imperialism completely and morcover, it has a close association with the
explottation o the rural areas, through land rent. This is the reason for it (o adoplt
neither a favourable, noran aggressive attitude towards imperialismand much less the
fendal forees. So the national bourgeoisic can resolve neither of the problems or tasks
of China’s bourgeois-democratic revolution. As for China's big bourgcoisie, which is
represented by the Kuomintang, all through the long period from 1927 to 1937, it was
nurtured by the imperialists and allied with the feudal Torees to fight the revolutionaries.
Duringandafter 1927, the counter-revolution was also followed by the Chinese national
bourgeoisie. During the present anti-Japanese war, the section of the big bourgcoisie
represented by Wang Jingwei had capitulated to the enemy, which constituted a fresh
betrayal on the part of the big bourgeoisie. On this front, then. the bourgeoisic in China
differed from the earlier bourgeoisic of the European and American countrics. typically
France. During the period of revolution, when the bourgeoisic in those countries,
especially in Franee, was still in its revolutionary era, the bourgeois revolution was
comparatively strong. On the other hand, the bourgeoisic in China lacks is not as
strong.

The likelihood of participation in the revolution on the one hand and proneness to
conciliation with the enemies of the revolution on the other is the (win personality of
the Chinese bourgeoisic. Thus, is inclined towards both the planes. Liven the bourgeoisic
in European and American history has this twin inclination. In circumstances where
they are confronted with a strong enemy, they united with the workers and peasants
against that enemy. However, at the time of confrontation with workers and peasants
awakened. they unite with the enemy against the workers and peasants. As a rule, this
generally applies to the bourgeoisie, all over the world, wough this is more prominent in
the case of the Chinese bourgeoisic. In China, it is amply evident that to win the
confidence of the common man, itis important to have a leadership that is capable of
overthrowing imperialism. Similarly, in the present scenario, whoever leads the people
indriving out Japanese imperialism and bringing about democracy. will be in the position
t liberate the people. It has been proven time and again that the Chinese bourgeoisie
has not been able to perform this task. Thus, itis inevitable that this task falls on the
proletarial.

This is the reason that the proletariat, the peasantry. the intelligentsia, and the
other sections of the petty bourgeoisie undoubtedly constitute the basic *forces™ that
determine the tuture of China. These classes, some already awakened and others in
the process of awakening. will necessarily become the basic components of the state
and govemmental structure in the democratic republic of China, with the proletariat as
the leading torce. The Chinese desired democratic republic should function as a
dcnmcmli(: republic under a combined dictatorship ofall who are against imperialism
and feudalism. This will give rise to a new democratic republic — a republic that is
built on the people’s principles with great policies. This new-democratic republic will
not be the same as the old European-American form ol capitalist republic, under
bourgeois dictatorship. The old lZumpcun—/‘\mcl'ic:m form of capitalist republic is based
on the old democratic format and is already outdated. On the other hand, it willalso be
different from the socialist republic ol the Soviet type under the dictatorship ol the
proletariat, which was Nourishing in whal was once the .S:n\'icl Un.inn. [However, inthe
beginning, for a specific period in history, this form did not suit the revolutions in
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Hence, it is possible to reduce
basic catlegories. The categories are b
power: (i) republics that arc led by bourg'
the dictatorship of the proletariat and (i
several revolutionary classes. ; “old de P

Republics that are led by bourgeois dictatorship c0|11|1rj:<c (lwl 101:11 C;:J‘::C,ri‘lflcslalq t
In the period after the second imperialist war, |‘nosl of the (.t}[.all a 1.I o mé hﬂ\'c'mer
democracy. A bloody militarist dictatorship ofthe h”“rgcm‘s‘l.c nll Lls_ [“'m' ‘O_uf"”n i
which are ruled by the combined dictatorship of the landlords and the bourgeoisie .
in this category. ! . B

A republic that is led by the dictatorship of the prglclfll‘lal was existent in ,Ci
Soviet Union. Capitalist countries exhibil the highest potential for such forms of repup I¢
In the future, it will be the dominant form throughout the world for a certain perigg !

A republic under the joint dictatorship ofseveral rcvolut}'onar)’ classesisa Shkm
in transition. It holds the potential to be adopted by the revolutions of the colonialarg
semi-colonial countries. Every revolution has distinctive features. However, lhcg‘\
features will vary marginally from other revolutions. These variations will be genen'c',“

i) repu

‘As long as the revolution is in colonics or semi-colonies, their state and governmenty

structure will differ, i.c.. a new-democratic state whichis led by the joint dicmlorshfpn;
of several anti-imperialist classes. Today in China, the new democratic form of stae,
is represented by the anti-Japanese United Front. Itis anti-Japanese and unli-impcrial'u,rF
Beinga United Front, italso combines seve al revolutionary classes. But unfortunatel pr
despite the fact that the war has been going on for so long, the work of introducinyp,
democracy has hardly started in most of the countrics, outside the democratic ant, ¢
Japanesc basc arcas. The arcas referred here are those that are ruled by the Communisd
Party. They are exploited by the Japanesc imperialists to stride into the country. ac

_ The topic discussed here is the “state system’. It was still functional in the s ¢
years ol the Ching dynasty. This was concerned with the status of the various soci ’:“_]
classes within the state. The bourgeoisie, as a rule, conccals the ‘problem of clzs il
status and carries out its one-class dictatorship under the national banner. Sucht T
system docs not favour the revolutionaries. The term *national” should not inclukn
traitors those who arc against revolution. The need of the moment is a dictatorshipth [
all the revolutionary classes, over traitors and those who are against revolution. tic

Thg s_o-callgd dc.mocratic system in modern states is usually monopolized by ‘hﬁ\f"
bourggms:e zfnd is b{:mg used to oppress the common people. On the other hand, dxr"‘
Kuomintang’s Principle of Democracy refers to a democratic system that all comm¥ . )
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listrict and township people’s congresses, with all levels clecting their respective
overmmental bodies. However, it every revolutionary class is represented on the
asis of its status in the state, a proper expression of (he people’s will, a proper direction
or revolutionary struggles and a proper manifestation of the spiritol new democracy,
hen a systemot really universal and cqual sullrage, irrespective of sex, creed, property
i education, should be introduced. This is the system of democratic centralism. Only

government based on democratic centralism can be successlul in completely
xpn:ssing the will ol all revolutionary people and (ight the enemices of the revolution
post in an cllective way. Private ownership by a few must be refused in the government
nd the army. This cannot be achieved without a genuine democratic system of
ovemance and the state system will not have any harmony.

The state system, a joint dictatorship of all the revolutionary classes and the
ystem of government, democratic centralism, all these constitute the politics of new
lemocracy and the republic of the new three people’s principles with their three great
wolicies. This is specifically truc in the case of the Republic of China. When Mao said

. hattoday we have a Republic of China, he meant it only as a label and not in reality.

he internal political relations of India with a revolutionary China, a China that is
ighting Japanese aggression, should and must establish without fail.

3.3 Economy of New Democracy or New Socialism

\new democracy in China should be novel in its approach to both politics and economy.

. \new democratic policy must control the banking sector along with the industrial and

ommercial sectors. The enterprises in these sector will include banks, railways, and
irlines, both foreign owned and Chinese owned, which cither are monopolistic in
ature or to be managed privately. The state shall administer and operate these

* nterprises. Thus, the private capital will not be able to dominate the economy. This is
*1e prime motive for regulating the capital. This was solemnly declared by the

wwomintang’s First National Congress’s manifesto, which can be scen as the right
tep towards the economic structure of the new kind of democratic republic. In the
ew-democratic republic, led by the proletariat, the state enterprises will have socialist
haracteristics. The whole national economy will be led by them. However, the republic
/il not seize the privately owned properties in general, and it will also not prohibit the
rowth and the development of capitalist ventures and productions, for the economy
f China was still not very developed.

The republic, however, will take the lands from the landlords and will disperse
1em amongst the farmers who have meagre or no land. This is in synchronization

| vith Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s slogan of ‘land to the tiller. It promotes abolishment of the

zlationship feudal in nature and the private ownership of land by the farmers and
easants. It also allows the development of a peasant based economy in the rural
reas. This is the policy of ‘equalization of land ownership®. The slogan, ‘Land to the
ller’ suits this policy just right. Generally, socialist agriculture will not be established
t this stage, although various types of cooperative enterprises have been developed

' the basis of *land to the tiller’. Mao believed that they would contain the elements

n
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f socialism.

tegulation of Capital

Aao thought that it would be best if the economy of China follow the path of capital
cgulation and landownership equalization. It advocated that economy must never be
wied by few individuals, and that a few capitalists and landlords should never be

)f-l“OWCd to dominate the livelihood of the people. He also called for cither the

\.
]

Theories of Transformation

NOTES

Self-Instructional Marerial

73



o |

V(TIPS e - . ilar of European and !
Theories of Transformation establishment of a capitalist kind of socicty similarto that P Amcn

. o : : (
rvival of the old semi-feudal socicty. This ccon,

models, or the permission for the st Socialism of Mao Zedong, in of

S of new democracy is otherwisc known as New Socialism o w D !N Chy e
NOTES - ssi f the economy of New Democracy -

: Its politics arc concentrated expressions © O

] fr‘

Opposition to Capitalism T has; th

Like Marx, Lenin and Stalin, Mao was also against capitalism. He cmphasizeq, gl

ation to exist, along with capitalism, Th; : 2
other. A dynamic tussle struggle betyy 1€
able. though it was likely to be averteg

Mao was flexible in his bC“Cfpcnai,ﬁ D
alists and the socialists,

inability of true peace or accommod
because the two systems contradicted cuc'll
these two antagonistic systems was unavoid
the timebeing through mutual restrain. However,
to the inevitability of conflict between the capit

Negation of Bourgeois Dictatorship

More than 90 per cent of the people are in favour of arepublic with its nc}""d_emom
politics and new-democratic economy. What about the _road toa ca;)'ltflltsl S0cie
under bourgeois dictatorship? The European and f}mencan b_onL',CO'S.IC chose ¢
“already explored venue. However, whether one likes itor not, nCIt.hcr the !nlemalion
nor the domestic circumstances permit China to go on the same lines. With referey
1o the international situation, that road is closed. Basically, the present internatioy
environment is one of a struggle between capitalism and socialism. In this situay
capitalism is defensive and socialism is dominant. Indeed, modern China has a hig,
of imperialist aggression and imperialist opposition to China’s independence and tof
growth of capitalism. Revolutions were not successful in China earlier since
were crushed by imperialism and by the death of many revolutionaries. Tody,
powerful Japanese imperialism is forcing its way into China with the aim of tuminy
into a colony. It is not China that is developing Chinese capitalism, but Japan tha
developing Japanese capitalism in our country. Similarly, instead of the Ching
bourgeoisie, it is the Japanese bourgeoisie that is dictating the country. Definitely, i
is the period of the final struggle of fading imperialism. This is known as *moribu
capitalism’. Since it is facing, it is even more dependent on colonies and semi-colon
to survive. Certainly, it will not allow any colony or semi-colony to establish anyth
like a capitalist society, under the dictatorship of its own bourgeoisie. As Japan
imperialism is bogged down due to serious economic and political crises, it hal
invade China and transform it into a colony. This is blocking the road to bourga ¢
dictatorship and national capitalism in China.
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Secondly, this cannot be permitted by socialism. All imperialist powersini !
world are against socialism. It is not possible for China to achieve independencewih
socialism and the international proletariat. This means that it will need help fromd |
proletariat of Japan, Britain, the United States, France, Germany, Italy and ob ‘
countries who have struggled against capitalism. Although, it cannot be proclaix |
that for Chinese revolution to succeed, it should wait for revolution to prevail inall

some of these countries, but it is not possible to win without the combined strengh!
their proletariat.

People’s War

Another significant characteristic of Mao’s belief was his concept of people’s W
achieve socialism. Mao wanted the simultaneous execution of two revolutions. ¥

against imperialism and the colonial rule and the other against the feudal landlords!
was sure that it was not possible for the rule of the feudal |

andlords to end until the®
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of imperialism was overthrown. On the other hand, it was not possible to form a
powerful contingent to overthrow imperialism, unless the farmers were assisted in
overthrowing the feudal landless class. It was cmphasized by Mao that these two
front wars were to be fought by the masses that were politically structured, rather
than by representing the masses. He considered people 1o be more important than the
weapons and wrote that *Weapons are an important factor in war but not the decisive
factor, itis people, notthings, that are decisive.' Thus he stressed on the theory of total
revolution by the totality of the masses.

Denial of ‘Left* Phrase-Mongering

Ifit is not possible to follow the capitalist road of bourgeois dictatorship, Mao suggested,
then it is possible that one can follow the road that lcads to the socialist-proletarian
dictatorship. He said that the ongoing relationship is the first step, which soon will pave
way for the second stage of the revolution, which will be the arrival of socialism. The
people of China can only be happy when they enter the socialist era. However, in the
present scenario, it was not right to impose socialism in society. The first important
task was to combat the imperialist forces and establish a democratic society. Only
after this task is accomplished, socialism can prevail. There can be no Chinese revolution
without both, new democracy and socialism. New democracy will take much time and
is not an casily achievable task. Mao said that ‘we are not utopians and cannot divorce
ourselves from the actual conditions confronting us.” There are some propagandists
who confuse the two stages of the revolution, which are very different from each
other. Such propagandist propose the idea of a single stage revolution so that they
prove the applicability of the Three People’s Principle to every revolution and that
communism, therefore, loses its basic objective. They use this theory to fervently
oppose communism and the Communist Party. Their basic motive was to weaken and
eradicate every revolution, to oppose a thorough going bourgeois-Democratic Revolution
and thorough-going resistance to Japan.

They also direct their efforts to influence public opinion to capitulate to the Japanese
aggressors. This is purposely being fostered by Japanese imperialists. Since their
occupation of Wuhan, they have realized that only military force cannot subdue China
and hence, they have begun to launch political attacks and economic blandishments.
Politically, their attacks comprise tempting wavering clements in the anti-Japanese
camp, creating divisions in the united front and undermining Kuomintang-Communist
cooperation. Their economic blandishments assume the image of the so-called joint
industrial enterprises. In central and southern part of China the Japanese aggressors
allow Chinese capitalists to invest 51 per cent of the capital in such enterprises, with
the Japanese investing the remaining percentage of the capital. On the other hand, in
northern China, the Japanese are allowing Chinese capitalists to invest 49 per cent of
the capital, with Japanese capital contributing the remaining 51 per cent of it. The
Japanese invaders have also promised that they will restore the former assets of the
Chinese capitalist to them in the form of capital shares in the investment. One section,
represented by Wang Ching-wei, has already capitulated. Another section lurking in
the anti-Japanese camp would also like to cross over. But, with the cowardice of
thieves hey fear that the Communists will block their exit and, what is more, that the
common people will brand them as traitors. So, they have combined forces and decided
to prepare the ground in cultural circles and through the press. Having determined on
their policy, they have lost no time in hiring a few ‘metaphysics-mongers’. They have
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c it confuses the steps to be taken in

a destructive approach which is detrimental sinc i
approach which is ards the current task.

the revolution and weakens the effort directed tow .
{ of the revolution, the two

ctatorship of the bourgeois.
[utionary cannot accept.

; . n
According to the Marxist view of the (lcvclnpmcr
. ; ; . ool di
stages are consceutive without any intervention of the
. o . . : (6]
Mao considered this is a utopian ideal, which the truc rev

4.3.4 Contradicting the Dic Hards |
and say: ‘you communists have

(hree people’s principles is what
lete realization. All right

The bourgeois die-hards in their turn come forward
postponed the socialist system to a later Stage, The :
China needs today, our party is ready to fight for their comp

then, fold up your communism for the time being.

: e o i starian ideology an
Mao said that socialismis alonce a complete system of prole £y and

anew social system. It is different from any other idcology or SO_C'a.l sysiem; fmd I the
most complete, progressive, revolutionary and rational system in human hlst‘ory. s
ideology and social character of feudalism is 100 outdated. Same ls_lhc case of the
ideology and social character of capitalism. The ideology and s_ocnal ch-arac[cr of
communism alone is still in with the times. When scientific commumsm was lnlroquced
in China, it opened new vistas for people and changed the llmagc of the Ch‘”cs_c
revolution. Without the guidance of communism, it is not possible I"or the democratic
revolution of China to succeed or even progress to the next stage. This the reason for
the demands raised by the bourgeois die-hards to modify communism. However, once
communism in China is modified, China will be destroycd. The whole world today is
dependent on communism for its recovery and so is China.

It is widely known that the Communist Party has a programme for the near
future. as well as for the distant future. It propagates momentum and maximum
programmes, pertaining to its social system. At present, the new democracy and in the
future, socialism are two parts of an organic whole. They are based on the same
communist ideology. Therefore, the Communist party’s minimum programme is in
basic agreement with the political tenets of the three people’s principles. The precise
reason for this is the basic agreement between the two. Communists sec the three
people’s principles as the political basis for the anti-Japanese United Front and they
acknowledge that China needs it the most. The three people’s principles falls in the
stage of democratic revolution. This was the kind of a united front, which. Sun Yat-

" sen had in mind when he said that socialism is the good friend of the three people’s

principles. Rejection of communism means rejection of the united front. The die-hards
put across baseless arguments to reject communism simply since they need a reason
to reject the united front and practice their one-party doctrine. Additionally, the ‘one
doctrine” theory is not logical. As long as classes are prevalent, the number of doctrines
will be equal to that of classes. Even different groups in the one class would possibly
have different doctrines. For avoiding misunderstanding and for coaching the die-
hards, it is important for the three people’s principles and communism to coincide.
When both of them are compared, the following similarities and differences emerge.

Similarities

There exist similarities in the basic political programme of both doctrines, in the stage
of the bourgeois-democratic revolution in China. There are three political tenets ot‘tﬂc
revolutionary three people’s principles of nationalism, democracy and the people’s
livelihood. These had been reinterpreted by Sun Yat-sen in 1924 and are fundamentally
identical to the communist political programme for the stage of the democratic re\’olulio}\



in China. These similaritics an execution of the
united front of the two doctrines
be ignored.

three people’s principles, brought the
and the two partics into existence. This factor cannot

* Differences

(1) The basic difference is evident in the initjal
stage of the democratic revolution Th
course of the democratic rev

section of the programme for the

¢ communist programme lor the complete

olution is inclusive of fulfilling the rights for the

people, the cight-hour working day and a thorough agrarian revolution, On the
other hand, the three people’s principles does not include the same. 11 at all,
these points are included in the three people’s principles and there exists an
cagemess Lo exceute them, the two demoeratic programmes are the same
basically, though they dilfer in other aspects.

(1) The second differing factor is th
and the other does not. Commu stage ol the socialist revolution
beyond the stage of the democratic revolution and hence, its maximum
programme is beyond its minimum programme, i.c., the programme for achieving
socialismand communism. The three people’s principles that cnvisage only the
stage of the democratic revolution without cenvisaging the stage of the socialist
revolution, only comprise of a minimum programme and not a maximum

programme, i.e., they have no programme for establishing socialism and
communism.

atone includes the stage of the socialist revolution
Nism envisages the

(1)) They have different global viewpoints. Communism holds a dialectical and
historically materialistic outlook, whercas the three people’s principles provide
an explanation of history in terms of the people’s livelihood. This actually is a
dualist or idealist view. Thus, (he two global viewpoints outlooks are opposite to
cach other. :

(1iv) They have dilfercm revolutionary thoroughness. In the case of the communists,

theory and. practice go hand-in-hand, i.c.. the thoroughness of communists is
revolutionary. The follower's of the three people’s principles, except for those
whose loyalties lic completely with the revolution and truth, theory and practice
do not go hand-in-hand and they do not practice what they preach. This means
that they do not possess the revolutionary thoroughness.*

These differences distinguish communists from followers of the three people’s

principles. Itis important to consider both, the similarities and the differences on the

same planc.

4.3.5 Mao’s Hundred Flowers Policy

This feature of Mao’s thought forms the part of the new ideology which Mao advocated
during the period of cultural revolution. He asserted that it would be wrong to think
that in any socicty there should be only one idcology or only one state. He held that
“cach thinking was a flower and let such hundred schools of thought contend.” Earlier
in February, 1957 also Mao had asserted that *All classes, start and social groups that
approve. supportand work for the cause ol socialist construction belong to the category
of the people.” Through his theory ol hundred Mlowers, he once again asserted that the
society shall find out the rotten and out dated ideas and get rid of the same only ifall
the ideas were permitted fiee expression. In short, this policy emphasized that coercion
shall not be uscd in ideological matters. -
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[ Transformation Three People's Principles: Old and New
at the communists must recognize the three people S principly
YANCSe National United Front. ”CiICkHOWICde
1a needs today,” and said that

Mao held the opinion th
NOTES as the political means to begin anti-laj
that *the three people’s principles bein _
party is ready l(l) Iiglln I'm! their zmnplclc realization.” ThL“rc Is no doubt about the bugi
coordination between the political aspects of three people’s prlﬂC'Pl.‘-' and the commupj
minimum programme, But the question that he asked was regarding the n‘alur.c O_flhg
three people’s principles. He said that China should udopl the lhrcc. people’s principl,
which Sun Yat-Sen reinterpreted in his manifesto, wlnc.h nccordlng.lo Mao was (f,
true interpretation. He declared all the other interpretation ol‘lh‘c pr.muplcs as faly,
interpretations. Mao opined that the manifesto of Sun .Yull-Scn hl!_,rhhghls tWo erasjy
the history of this principle — the Three People’s Principles ol thclol(_l bourgcoiy
Democratic Revolution in a semi-colony, the Three Pecople’s P_rmc:pllcs of olf
democracy and the old Three Pcople’s Principles. Later, they got aligned in the pey
calegory, they became the Three People’s Principles ol the new bourgeois —
Democratic Revolution’ in a semi-colony, the Three Pcople’s Principles of Ney
Democracy and the new Three People’s Principles. Both the revolutionary Thre
Pcohlc‘s Principles of the new period and the new or genuine Three People’s Principle
embody the three great policies of alliance with Russia, cooperation with the Communiy
party and the peasants and workers. Without any of these Three Great Policies, the
three people’s principles would cither not hold true, or not be complete in the ney
period. Primarily, the revolutionary, new or genuine Three People’s Principles havey
have an alliance with Russia. In the present global scenario, it is amply clear thy
unless there is the policy of alliance with Russia, there will incvitably be a policyd
alliance with imperialism, with the imperialist powers.
Secondly, the revolutionary, new and genuine Three People’s Principles should
cooperate with the Communist party. Thirdly, the revolutionary, new and genuine Thr:
People’s Principles should have a policy of assisting farmers and workers.

g what Chir

4.3.6 Culture of New Socialism or Democracy

Culture reflects the ideology of the political and economic state ol a given socicty
China has an imperialist culture which refleets the imperialist or the partial rule, intk
political and cconomic fields. Cultural organizations loster this culture. The imperiali
dircetly run these organizations in China. This category also comprises of the cultur
ol slavery. The culture of China also comprise?. of semi-feudal characteristics. The
‘characteristics arc a reflection ol its semi-feudal politics and economy. Its exponet®
cncompass cveryone who advocates the beliefs of Confucius, the study, of I
Confucian canon, the old ethical code and the old ideas in opposition to the new cults®
and new ideas. Imperialist culture and semi-feudal culture are interlinked and formed
a reactionary cultural alliance against China’s new culture. This form of rcactiond
culture offers its services (o the imperialists and the feudal class and should be swet
away. Unless this is eradicated, itis not possible to build a new culture of any kind!
is not possible to construct without destruct. The new culture reflects the idL:nln'_-'.‘ ¢
the new polities and the new economy, which it sets out to serve.

Mao szm‘l that l'hc F‘hincsc suci_cly has gradually changed in character sine® L
emergence ofa .Cilpllllll.\‘l ccanomy in Chinaz it is no longer an entirely feudal h"‘,' |
semi-feudal society, although the feudal economy still predominates. The cupilﬂ!“ 1
cconomy is new in comparison to the feudal economy. The political forees n“’f *

bourgeoisic, the petty bourgeoisic and the proletariat are the new political forees whv
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have emerged and grown simultancously with this new capitalist cconomy. The new
culturc is a reflection of the new economic and political forces in the ficld of ideology
and italso serves them. In the absence of the capitalist cconomy, the bourgeoisic. the
petty bourgeoisie and the proletariat and without the political forces of these classes, it
would not have been possible for the new ideology or new culture to emerge. These
new political, cconomic and cultural forees are all forces of revolution which oppose
the old politics, the old cconomy and the old culture. The old cdition has two parts, one
being China’s own semi-feudal politics, cconomy and culture and the other, the politics,
cconomy and culture of imperialism, with the latter heading the alliance. Both are bad
and should be cradicated. The struggle between the new and the old in Chinese society,
is a struggle between the new forces of the people (different revolutionary classes
and the old forces of impcrialisim) and the feudal class. This struggle lasted a full
hundred years since the Opium War and nearly thirty years, if dated since the revolution

of 1911. However, revolutions too, can be classified into old and new. Those that are
new in one historical period become old in the other.

Theories of Transformation
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The century of the Chinese bourgeoisie democratic revolution can be divided into
two main stages, the first stage of eight years (belonging to the old category) and the
last twenty years. This is because the international and domestic political situation has

l changed. It falls in the new category. Old democracics arc the characteristic of the

? first eight years. New democracy is a feature of the last twenty years. Mao believed

' this distinction to hold well in culturc as well as in politics.

)

1 China’s Cultural Revolution

f On the basis of cultural ideologics, the two periods that preceded and followed the
movement of 4th May formed two distinct historical periods. Prior to the movement of

d 4th May, the struggle of China’s cultural front was the one between the new culture of

e the bourgeoisie and the old culture of the feudal class. The struggle between the
modem school system and the imperial examination system, between the new learning
and the old leaming and between western learning and Chinese learing, fall in this
category. The so-called modern schools or new learning or Western lcarning of that

, time, primarily focused (since the pemicious vestiges of Chinese feudalism still remained

}; in parts) on the natural sciences and bourgeois social and political theories. These

_11: theories were needed by the representatives of the bourgeoisie.

rc Dissemination of Socialism and Communism

T The communist ideology provides guidance with respect to the orientation of national

1S

culture and people should work hard to disseminate socialism and communism throughout
he the working class and to educate peasants and other sections of the people in socialism

re and communism step by step. However, Mao said that our national culture as a whole
ed is not yet socialist. Owing to the leadership of the proletariat, the politics, the economy
iy and the culture of new democracy, all contain an element of socialism. They have no
>pt ~ mere casual element but one with a decisive role. However, on the whole, the political,
Al economic and cultural situation so far is new-democratic and not socialist. This is
ol because the Chinese revolution at present is not yet socialist enough to overthrow

capitalism. In the sphere of national culture, it is wrong to assume that the national

culture that exists is, or should be completely socialist in nature. That would amount to
the confusing the dissemination of communist ideology with the carrying out of an immediate
atd programme of action and to confuse the application ol the communist standpoint,
lis! method in investigating problems, undertaking research, handling work and training
the cadres. A national culture with a socialist content will surely reflect socialist politics
yich
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10. What did Mao do to gain education? 4.

1. What was the purpose of Mao's struggle? A

12. Llow was the Chinese revolution divided, according to-Mao? ol
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4.4 GANDHIAN THOUGHTS ON STATE POLICY R

Gandhi was not a politician in the ordinary sense of the term. But he exhibited unusil - w
tact and intelligence in choosing the time as well as the methods and techniquestoke  tt
used in launching his non-violence agitation. This made him the ideal of all the politicd  f
leaders, who were striving for India’s independence. The greatest contributiono  d
Mahatima Gandhi to political theory and politics is the spiritualization of politics. He  1r
believed that i politics is to be a blessing for mankind and not a course thenithastok P
guided by moral and spiritual principles. The leaders must be guided by a sensed

sacrifice and service, Gandhi stressed the importance of means and said that rightand st
just means must be adopted to achieve right and just ends. Only the right means, ¢
believed, could lead to the right ends. Thus, according to him the ends and the meas  s;
are the same things, looked at from different points of view. u

Philosophical Anarchism

Gandhi believed in the essential goodness of man. Left unto himself, man can develp ™ ™
his spiritual and moral personality. Man alone is capable of achieving wonders in ¢ :
world. The state should not interfere in the activities of the individual. Gandhi believd

that the state is an instrument ol exploitation. It exploits and oppresses the poor. Th
excessive interference of the state kills individual initiative and action. The si¢
originates in an essentially violent socicty but in a society where -

; o the people are nof
violent, orderly and disciplined, the state becomes unnecessary. Gandhi belicved ¥
all initiative must come {rom within man, Anything that is imposed by an extend

agency is evil, because it does not elevate the human soul. It de
the human soul and stands as a positive hindrance (o the
of the individual's personality,

prives and degrad®
spiritual and moral developm? 1:

. . ‘ : In his introduction (o Thoreau's essay on €1
Disabedicnce, Mahatma Gandhi (quoted by Prayelal) v .

vrites, ‘1 heartily accepted ¥
80 Sl'/l‘/“‘“"”'”"’"'I Material I“l'\ acce]




motto, that government is best which govems least ... carried out, it finally amounts to
this, which also Tbelieve, that government is best which governs not atall'. Instead of
state activity, Gandhi preferred individual activity. The instruments of state, like force
and coercion, rob and individual action o its morality. Both Thorcau and Gandhi looked
upon the state as a soulless machine, The ideal society envisaged by Gandhi is a
stateless democracy. About the state of his imagination, he wrote in his Young India:
‘Insuch a state (of enlightened anarchy), everyone is his own ruler. He rules himsell
in such a-manner that he is never a hindrance to his neighbour. In the ideal state,
therefore, there is no political power, because there is no state”.

Inspite ol his distrust for the state, Gandhi did not dogmatize it. He believed that
the state is necessary to perform certain functions for the good of the masses. He
wanted it to exercise minimum functions, transferring more and more functions to
voluntary associations. State action should be judged on its own merit and only that
action which promoted the welfare of the masses was to be justified. In performing its
functions, the state’s object should be 10 serve the masses and these functions must be

performed with minimum use of force. The state must follow persuasive rather than
coercive methods.

4.4.1 Welfare Concept of the State

According to Humayum Kabir, who was an Indian philosopher, Gandhi was an inheritor
of the liberal tradition, of the tradition of philosophical anarchism and of the tradition of
collectivism found socialistic thought that the good thing of life ought to be shared. He
would support a welfare state because of his great concern for the masses. Gandhi
would have liked the Five Years Plans and other method of planned development if
they could have originated of the people. But a plan, which increase government post,
favouritism, nepotism and opportunities, corruption and laziness, would have been
definitely rejected by him. He was, therefore, not in favour on concentration of heavy
industries and the grand multipurpose river valley projects, which did not benefit the
people in the proportion of the huge amounts spent on them.

His concern for the misery and exploitation of human beings compelled him to
start a vigorous agitation against untouchability in whatever form it might exist. He
condemned the practice of untouchability and broke the unhealthy practice of the cast
system by such means as a temple entry and continuous propaganda against
untouchability. But at the same time, he upheld the Hindu ideal of the varna-ashrama
dharma, according to which, every person was to perform his allotted task in the
society, in accordance with his training and capacities. Gandhi’s ideal of classness
. was not Marxian. He called himself a weaver and a cultivator by profession and
identified himself with those people with regard to food, dress, speech and the like,

- Gandhi on Decentralization

Gandhi’s greatest contribution to the social thought of this century is perhaps his
insistence on decentralization of the means of production (i.e. say economic power).
There are many who are ready to give thoughtful consideration to his theory because
itis the only way out of the problem of unemployment in this country. They argue that
itis desirable to go in for decentralization because huge capital accu mulation is needed
to industrialize the country through large-scale industries. They also contend that because
large-scale industrialization presupposes the existence of foreign markets which this
country cannot have, decentralization is the only cherishable goal. In other words,
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Thearies of Transformation larpe-scale industrializationy
o) mmk'Ll " ‘?“l“_d‘ e constitutes @ danger 1o the whale I
NOTES Now, this line ol "C"'“"""L‘L Ihi. 1t would be wrong (o presume |y, L[.)’ t
bl ol “"“""""‘ hy'(lnll::(‘li'l:lll conditions. On the other hary d(!i(ll I(-
sropounded his theory only (o st === : .

Ill\ulwy of decentralization was the I'L‘-“““, of IHS. If|LT|n l:‘:l. (‘)If"l‘:l‘;'tl’::‘:’llt‘;:’; I<ns'lgl"' s

l!\cnumcmuspolilicnl,sncinlnmlcullurul ills which theag N TGS,
has brought in its wake. r— ¢
This is what Bertrand Russcll has to St & f'cg‘”‘df _'f'"‘_"” S Congey ¢
decentralization: *In those parts of the world in \-.jhlch IHT'}I.\{TIE!I.IS'IH is .'\'|I||'y()|m r
possibility of avoiding the horrors we hzw.c.cxpcrlcnccd .sl‘l l'l Ll‘fl-\l‘-\i |l7(!la.. forey,

is traditionally a land of village communitics. Il would hu.d ||“|gu yil llnslradi(h
way of life with all its evils were Lo be suddenly and violently exchange fy |
greater evils of industrialism and they would apply to people whosc standardf, »
is already pitifully low....." t
Therefore, one has only to understand the magnitude of those *horrors’ ofy l
Russcll speaks, belore one can truly appreciate Gandhi’s idea of decentralizatiy :

at the basc of the centralization of political poyy

Large-scale industrialism is .
of large-scale industrics 10 centralize coony

few hands. 1t is in the very nature
a few individuals. Under capitalism, this power comesy

power in the hands of
alists and under socialism it is amyg

concentrated in the hands of individual capit
by managers, technocrats and burcaucrals. :

Thus, the centralization ol power in the state negates the very concepig !
democracy.

This is why Gandhi did not favour the so-called democracy in the Westh
view. Western democracy was only formal. In reality, it was totalitarian insofr
only a few could enjoy the political power in this system.

Apart from the political consequences, there are the evil effects of industrial
on the personality of man. Industrialism starts by snapping the naval chordolt |
which binds him with soil and corrosive and allenveloping shadow of giant mach
As a result, he 1s reduced to a mere cog in the wheel. (

Sm'cc mduslrmllzullgn is based on the division of labour, it limits mani
c>.<p|055|011(.lTllc‘fum'ouls illustration of Adam Smith that a pin has to passth I
|l11|m.ly hl.m s blc:o:c itis co.mplelcly manufactured only reaffirms the aboved! |

Y N > WOr SCS IS Vi v Nty " . oo
y ‘"C"(‘!‘“ '_V"_'l‘ ‘[;‘c‘_‘lw““‘-l)ﬂ"“lhllIVL and colour. No doubt such a division®
1e productivity. Butit obstructs the full foliatj A .
P y. Butitobstructs the full foliation of man’s natural skill. 1

Not only this, industrialization does not cater to the biological needs of ms!
as a biological being requires *a specific temperature, a specilic quality of clins®
light, humidity and food". Itis by working in such cémililion\‘ lhl'\lL man mainta
!)odily equilibrium. Industrialization usurps these organic e |‘- |“m-m Mon?
industrialization tends to gather man in the collective fl;i 3 nlMlt:lu l‘)';cr;lllf&”’
of totalitarian impulse in man. Man becomes ubli;l s v B
merges his personality in the collective with the
to tolerate every form ol tyranny and cruelly int
the socicly,

1ous of his own sovereif™
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result that ultimately he is e

he name of the collective well
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quentills which vesult from an unch&‘k‘“‘“.,

g2 Self-taseuctional Materlal clmany thinkers and social reformers, W



\

Fouriser and especially Marx tired to go into the causes of these ills. According to Theories of Transformation
them, therelore, the root of the malady lay in the system ol ownership; all social,
political and cultural ills were due to private ownership of the means of production.
Once this private system ol ownership was removed and instruments of production
socialized, they thought the malady would disappear, rather melt as if into thin air.

NOTES

However, experience gave a lie to the rosy picture, which these reforms and
especially Mars had pained. Even alter socialization, the ills tended to appear in diverse
other forms. Liberty disappeared and the mad pursuit alter power tended to reduce
man to the lowest denominator of beast living as George Orwell would like to call on
*Animal Farm’.

Where lay then the root of the discase, the fallacy in the whole approach?
Undoubtedly many of the evil originated from the system ol ownership. Gandhi accepted
Marx in this respect. But he went a step further and delved deeper. According to him,
both the system of ownership and the technique of production were the real cause of
the malady. Marx attacked the system of ownership in his humanistic zeal. But he left

3 the technique of production altogether untouched. Gandhi focused his attention to the
technigue also. He suggested that large-scale technique should give way to small-
' scale technique. This, therefore, forms the core of his decentralization theory.

Does this mean that Gandhi was against the application of science to the
instruments of production, i.c. machinery? To this he replied. *What | object to is the
?d craze for machinery, not machinery as such.....” Indeed he favoured the application of

science towards developing the small-scale technique: *1 would welcome every
N improvement in the cottage machine, he wrote in Young India. Replying to a suggestion
whether he was against all machinery he said, “My answer is emphatically No. but |
am against its indiscriminate multiplication. | refuse to be dazzled by the seeming

‘hls_ triumph of machinery. But simple tools and implements and such machinery as saves
= individual labour and lightens the burden ol millions of cottages, I should welcome.’
_ We see. therefore, that Gandhi was not against machinery as such. His whole
N approach to machinery and the usc of scicnce was radically different, deeply
s revolutionary and humanly conscious. A technique which tends to make man a robot,
fe robs him of his perennial urge to freedom and makes an all-out invasion on his political,
economic and social liberties is not acceptable to Gandhi.
elf “Science in so far as it consists of knowledge, must be regarded as having value,
ud but insofar as it consists of technique, the question whether it is to be praised or
et blamed depends upon the use that is made of the technique. In itself it is neutral,
258 neither good nor bad and any ultimate views that we may have about what gives value
to this or that must come from some other source than science.” This is what Bertrand -
Mar Russell has to say about the use of scientilic technique.
. alf According to Gandhi, the scientific technique, therefore, must be informed by a
s b deep awareness of values which it is out to create. In other words, the advancement
over oftechnique and perfection must accord with the general aims. Large-scale technique
0wl strikes at the very root of the general aims. Gandhi, therefore, does not show any
v H quarter to it.
om?
:in‘—'d 4.4.2 Gandhi on Democracy
) Mahatma Gandhi felt the importance and necessity ol democracy for India,
N despite its being liable 1o be greatly abused. That is why he emphasized upon its constant
’U;jo development and maturity. Through this, he wished transfotmation of his dream of
)
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Similarly, if representatives in a democracy are not responsible, they waka
instead of becoming its defenders. There fore. Gandhi called upon the peopletored
possibility of abuse in democracy 1o the minimum from time-to-time. He, times
again emphasized upon making democratic system of governance firm, hedi
disciplined and responsible. Gandhi’s call to save democracy from becomi
mobocracy and to make it people-friendly and finally transforming it into a Swarg
was, and is, worth giving a thought.

Despite the large number of people coming together mobocracy can newd
the reflection ol a democracy. Due to lack of discipline and control over the e
a mobocracy cannot transmit the will of the people. Hence, a mobocracy sometin
becomes more dangerous than a dictatorship. That is why Gandhi also said: T
[who arc in a mob] have no mind, no premeditation. They act in frenzy.’

How cm:n a democracy be devoid ol mobocracy? How can it be transformed®
a real pcopl.c s rule? How can it become a Swarajva? Gandhi was of the opinieni
il was possible through the process of constant reforms in democracy and nd
:l-\‘()l(l:lI]CC of it and that too in accordance with demand of time and preva¥
circumstances. Simultancously, for the rise of the institution of democracy hengd
called upon the people to carry on their duties and to maintain dis‘ciplim: -

l|_1 this pl‘OCf:ss .hc further spoke about people’s awareness: it meant pcﬂ{‘"
conscmusn.cs.s .ol their duties, rights and responsibilities l(;w'lr(li“(-h : ,]q(i;)" He ¥
the responsibility of people’s representatives on the on;: h'm;| 'n:d l; - :yo\-cr"nnwmi
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Undoubtedly, Gandhi’s stress upon an alert demaocracy is vital and significant. Theories of Transformation
We should see no reason for an institution ol democracy becoming unhealthy il its
are conscious enough the democracy
self-rule. A disciplined, responsible and
conscious democracy can become a true government of the people. Such a rule can

tum into a Swaragjva and can pave the way towards the Ramarajva of Gandhi's
imagnation.

holders are disciplined and responsible, Ifcitizen

S = NOTES
will defimtely step forward towards a true

Hence. Gandhi's views regarding a democracy cannot be taken slightly. They

must be analyzed minutely. An open debate on the y itality and relevance of them in the
current perspectives should be organized. Ifthey seem relevant as per the demand of
time. they should be examined and adopted.

Today the whole world is looking at ahimsa-based ideas of G

andhi. Particularly,
institutions of higher learning are making critical an

alysis of his views on democracy.
In such a situation the relevance, significance and utility of his ideas for India can be
understood thoroughly.

CHEck YOUR PROGRESS

13. Fillin the blanks with the appropriate words.

(a) Gandhi believed that the is an instrument of exploitation.

(b)  According 1o Gandhi. the excessive interference of the state kills and

14. Who wrote an essay on “civil disobedience™?
13. State whether the following are true or false. ]
() Gandhi’s decentralization theory was not based on Indian conditions.

(b) The decentralization of power in the state n

egales the very conception of
democracy.

16. What. according to Gandhi. was the main aspect of freedom?

4.5 COMDMUNITARIANISM

The terms community stands for a form of society whose members are informed by
the ‘community spirit” or “a sense of community”. It denotes a *network of relationships’
which are characterized by intimacy and durability. It may be distinguished from
“association” which is based on impersonal and contractual relations.. Liberal theory
equates sociely with “association’, whereas communitarian theory cquales society
with “community” to determine the nature and extent of social obligation. Communitarians
argue that an individual cannot assure full development of his personality unless he is
committed to the spirit of community toward his fellow-beings.

Communitarianismas a socio-political philosophy emphasizing the significance of
the community in the operation of the political life, analysing the evaluation of political
institutions in its attempt to understand human identity and well-being emerged in the
1980s. It came up asa critique of two established philosophy of school — contemporary
liberalism and libertarianism. Contemporary liberalism sought to increase and protect
personal autonomy and some individual rights through government activities.
Libertarianism. also called classical liberalism. sought to protect two essential rights of
individuals, right to property and liberty, by limiting government powers.

Communitarianism believes that society builds a man; that is to say that community
structure, ethics and practices give shape to the man or the sell. Thus, we arc indebted
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o This is in sharp contryy
(o the community; there are no qanencumbered m;l\/LVh : Il.‘l_”.h"N"I:l]i:ilc,ll '11-‘;:::”(1“ il
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freedom and socinl equality (the \’iCW“'"”””"I”“”')'( entelst uf'""ﬁ ’ ':"”‘!‘""'lrnh an*
cknowledgement of reciprocal righi i of *

Il that community demands respeg g,

that the community is grounded inann
responsibilities while the right-winged upho
authority and established values. ‘ N
istory has it that John Goodwyn Ilu_rn.al)y. i !c:ul._-,‘- .UI the l"'”“-"hl('!lnn‘, hol
movement, had coined the term communitarian in 1841 to r‘ulcrl to utopian socialisy, role
other who talked of unusual communal life. Communitarian ideas were found i, n'dv‘
Old and New Testaments and Catholic theology. Morc than o century l:ll(l,'|~. the (g, ST
gained momentunm as a number ol Americian I’I'i""‘"’l’['cr,h dkfh"”.cd on the '1pOrtang hyl\‘
of common good. The very essence of the cunupuml.'llrl;ln|s‘|n Wjd?i :lg:‘uns[ th ljn(hl'
fundiimental thought of the contemporiry liberals and III)CI’I:II'III‘IIS. Canadian philosopt, (ln':r
Charles Taylorand American political theorist Micllild' :*':iil(lcl were amang lhlihcr
prominent theorists of this philosophy. Work of several political IIIICUIrlﬁls'hklcShlum S
Avineri, Seyla Benhabib, Avner de-Shalit, Jean Bethkd Elshtain, Amitai Etzioni, Williy,
A. Galston, Alasdair Maclntyre, Philip Selznick, and Michacl Walzer uxhibt[uqmﬂ‘
period, rescarchers working on East Asiy’
ithin authoritarian societies f Cop

his
con

communitarian thinking, During the same
society and politics trends spoke of the thinking w
Singapore, China and Malaysia. Theses socicties extolled social obligations undmcom
importance of the common good and accorded much less weight to autonomy al,
rights. Further, they viewed individuals as more or less interchangeable cells who ﬁ"day |
meaning in their contribution to the social whole rather than as free agents, Raw

A third stand in the communitarian idea emerged in the 1990 through A. EvinAris|
and W.Galston, This branch was called the responsive communitarianism. The ma Tayl
thesis of this branch was there were two sources of normativity — one that was fiimpo
the common good and the other of autonomy and rights. And it upheld that neitieto Tiv
comr

Nonetheless, communitarians of all strands upheld the importance of the socillh.c;]d
realm and particularly ol the community: they held different views on the cxlcnlddiq“.n
attention to be paid to the ideas of liberty and individual rights. Ierdinand 'l'(')nnicsm[h;: =
Robert Nisbet, some of the carly communitarians, highlighted the signilicanccuﬁmd .
close-knit social fabric and authority. Communitarians in Asia gave imp”r“mmvalu;:
social hicrarchy and believed to maintain social harmony political liberties and indi\idujispu
rights had to be curtailed. They criticized the Western idea of liberty and argued 14
itonly led to anarchy. [enee, they gave more power to the state. They further arge
that the West uses ils idea of legal and political rights to chastise other cultures Mntolc
have inherent values of their own. .

should overpower the other.

) he fa

Anolher important aspect of communitarianism is the attention it pays 0 Bature
relationship between the sell and the community, Theorists consider the sellsroun
‘embedded’ that is Lo say, itis restricted by the community. Responsive communitai@ndivi
feel individuals who are *well integrated” into the societics are able to act in a respo-iber:
manner and isolated individuals, They, however, warned against increased sethape
pressure which would resultinundermining the individual self, s
Communitarians give a lot ol importance to social institutions such as Ilum‘,"d M
schools, social organization and so on. Each ol these institutions, say (rom the bif‘h'lpcml

an infant, contribute in developing the sellf, Communitarianism is a contempe® lh-km




the relation between individual and socictly in a new perspective. Communitrianism Theories of Transformation
repudiates the picture of the *self-implicd in the liberal theory. Liberal theory implied ‘
an ‘uncncumbered detached from pre-existing social form, as exemplified by the concept
of ‘possessive individualism® which postulates that individual is the sole proprictor of
his own person or capacitics for he owes nothing to socicty. Such a view denies his
commitment to other individuals, traditions, practices and conception of the good, It
holds that sclfis prior to its ends. It is fully competent (o choose its ends as well as its
roles and dispositions. In contrast to this *atomistic” view of individual, communitarianism
advances the concept of situated self, as constituted by social role, practices and
situations, in other words, communitarianism holds that an agent’s identity is constituted
by specific commitments to his social situations. While libe alism insists on ‘liberty’ of
individual his interest and rights, communitarianism focuses on his social identity and
upholds acceptance of *authority” because it expresses our common will or reflects
our common identity, our shared values and believes. It is signiflicant o note that
liberalismhad one liberty of the individual but atomistic view ol socicty held by liberalism
letto the erosion of the sense of responsibility and the moral standards attached thereto.

Communitarianism secks to restore that sense of responsibility and reconstruct moral
standards on that basis.

NOTES

Communitarianism, a Critiqgue of Liberalism

Communitarianism emerged as a major critique of contemporary liberalism prevalent
inAnglo-America. Although the history of communitarian critique is an old one, present
day communitarianism or modern communitarianism started as a reaction to John
Rawls™ book A Theory of Justice (1971). Basing their thesis on the ideologies of
Aristotle and Hegel, political scientists Alasdair Maclntyre, Michael Sandel, Charles
Taylor and Michael Walzer have refuted Rawls’ argument that a government’s most
important task is to provide freedom and liberty uniformly to its citizen allowing them
to live freely. These political philosophers, though did not regard themsclves as
communitarians, but were called so, did not seek to provide any altemative theory to
the idea of liberalism. But their core arguments which were meant to highlight difference
- with liberalism's devaluation of community and for purposes of clarity one can
l distinguish between claims of three sorts: *ontological” or *metaphysical’ ¢laims about
the social nature of the self, methodological claims about the importance of tradition
and social context for moral and political reasoning, and normative claims about the
" value of community. These strands of debate have evolved from abstract philosophical
J disputes to more concrete political concerns.

i Early critics of liberalism might have rejected the communitarian accounts of the
; ontology of the self, but today the same is regarded as essential to almost all forms of
liberalism. In retrospect, this so-called merger of the communitarian-liberal highlights
the fact that key arguments of renowned communitarian philosophers were political in
nature, rather than metaphysical.Communitarianism should, in fact, provide a stronger
grounding for liberal ideal of equal freedom to individual than what is provided by

® individual oncologists. The Politics of Communitarianism and the Emptiness of
¢ Liberalism traces this political mode of philosophizing to the British New Left that
al shaped Alasdair MacIntyre and Charles Taylor; and to the threat to Rawlsian liberalism

represented by Robert Nozick, against whom both Michael Sandel (Taylor’s student)
Y. and Michael Walzer were arguing. Communitarianism points to the shortcomings of

of liberalism and attempts to redefine the relation between individual and the community.
Liberalism promotes individualism to focus on individual freedom which undermines
¢s Individual’s affinity with the community. Liberals base their theories on notions of

2
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embedded in socicty. While liberals leave the individual to pursuc Iu's scll-app‘,m
he community-determine goals. )

goals, communitarians want lim to pursue t
liberuls declare the individual to be the sole prnpriclnrnl'nll his faculties, community
focus on his indebtedness to society for these (acultics. While liberals insig
individuals rights and liberties, communitarians emphasize his duties and obligay

Communitarianism insists on our common identity
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Liberals believe that cach person should define and seek his own *good’ wil
political structure which defines and enforces what is right™. On the other
communitarians hold that a political structure has an important role to definewa
“right” as well as “good” and to help the citizens 1o seek the good. Liberals &
*common good” asasumtotal ol the good ofall individuals which is exerplifiedty
reconciliation of theirconflicting interests. On the contrary, communitarians def
“common good” as a uniform entity where the good ofall individual would come
They believe that government should strive to ercate awell- functioning society®
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is the foundation of political obligation. Green asserts that the state is authorised to
make only those Taws which, promote the common good; and the individual is obliged
to abide by only those laws which conform to the common good. 1Tan individual thinks
that he can proteet the common good more effectively by opposing a particular order
of the state. his political obligation odes not stop him from going a head. It is the
consciousness ol the commaon good which induces people to accept their duties. They
arc prepared to fore go their personal choiee and self=interest for the sake of realizing
the common good. They are convineed that they can attain sell- realization only by
pursuing the common good.

The emphasis on community ¢an be found in Marxism as well, and is of course a
defining feature of the communist idea. However, the kind of communitarianism which
has recently come to prominence with the writing of Michael Sandel, Michael Walzer,
Alasdair MacIntyre, Danmiel AL Belland Charles Taylor is quite difterent from traditional
Marxism. Marxists see community as something that can only be achieved by a
revolutionary change in society, by the overthrow of capitalism and the building of a
socialist society. The new communitarians. on the other hand, believe that community
already exists, i the form of common social practices, cultural traditions, and shared
social understandings. Community does not need to be built de novo, but rather needs
to be respected and protected. To some extent, communitarians see community in the
very social practices that Marxists see as exploitative and alicnating.

Michael Sandel (1982) uses the communitarian level to eriticize liberalism though
subsequently he termed himsell a republican. He argues that liberal theories justifics
an individualism radically unembedded in conerete social institutions and in the wrong
thus giving priority to the pursuit ol abstract equal justice over a communal, moral
good. Pointing to Rawls conception of the individuals in the original positions as a
disconnected and disembodied. he concludes that liberal theory is fail to understand
our ‘embeddedness” in a particular times, place and culture. This is a fact that a
political theony has to recognize if it is seeking to generate laws, institutions and practices
that are truly cood for us and constitutive if an ideal and fully just society. Justice must
be theorised not only as the basis of individual who are independent and separate
desining to profit from one another but from people with attachments that partially
constitute their identities, who come to know and relate to one another. In his book
Liberalism and the Limits of Justice (1982), Micheal Sandel has asserted that a
person can only be understood in the context of his ‘embededness’ in a particular
times, place and culture. Only with this understanding a political theory can generate

laws. institutions and practices that would be genuinely good for us and contribute toa
fully just society. This alone will create a “deeper communality’ which will be informed
by “shared self understanding” as well as affection.

Micheal Sandel in his book Liberalism and the Limits of Justice (1982) attacked
John Rawls's A Theory of Justice (1971), for his conception of rational negotiators
deliberating as the disconnected and disembodied individuals in the so-called *original
positions’ who have come together to find out the principle of justice. It is a typical
representation of the liberal attitude which tries to understand human beings
independently of all activities: desires, ideas, roles and pursuits that characterize human
lives in an actual society. Sandel observes that afier subtracting all these characteristics,
nothing in left of the bcrsnn whom we want to understand. Sandel asserts that the
person can only be understood in the context of his ‘embeddedness” in a particular
time, place and-cullurc. Only with this understanding, a political theory can generale
laws. institutions and practices that would be genuinely good forus and conducive to a
fully jus society. This alone will create a 'dccpcru)mlnonulily' which will be informed
by *shared self understanding” as well as aflection,
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Michacl Walzer, a lel communitarian, argues for what he calls ‘cnm'[?l;:f 135
opposed Lo *simple equality*; that is, a notion of distributive justice based on dil erent
rules of distribution for different social goods, rather then one procrustean i I‘c requinng
cqual holdings of everything for everyone, Politics, the cconomy, 'h”: I_‘"“,Ily' ‘lhc
workplace, the military are is different spheres having different principles of dlstrlhu‘l‘l.on,
Justice required that the integrity of its sphere should be maintained as a transgression
from the others. In an implicit critique of Rawls, Walzer points out that the various
principles of justice in cach sphere are local rather then universal and .thcsc h:l'\'t‘ to be
based only on the common understandings of a particular people \\"llh an I}lsloncal
identity. ln other words, there is no single principle of distributive justice. which holds
true forall socicties, inall places and at all times., Philosophical systems “"“m ud\"ancc
such a principle in view of cultural diversity and pluralistic political choices. Walzer
believes that questions about justice can only be answered by exploning ”"-‘_'Shf"_"d
meaning” of a particular society. The problem, however, remains about the ()hjccllx‘{t)'
of these shared meanings? Only on this basis it is possible to create a deeper community
with shared self understanding and affection.

_ Michel Walzer (Spheres of Justice, 1983) has sought to reconstruct the liberal
approacli to justice as the problem of determining suitable criteria of distribution by
introducing a communitarian approach to this problem. Walzer has argued that criteria
of distribution should correspond to the “spheres” in which distribution is being
considered, so that, for instance, cconomic justice will be difTerent from political justice,
According to Walzer, cach sphere of justice will have its own right reason (or relevant
reason) [or distribution of good that it distributes. Thus the sphere of politics, or health,
or education, should be uncontaminated by the domination of money, for money properly,
rules in the sphere of commodities; the sphere of office should not (beyond a certain
limit point) be contaminated by nepotism, which belongs to the sphere of kinship and
love; the sphere of kinship should not be contaminated by male domination.

The market properly conceived as the place for the distribution of various social
goods on a reasonable basis should be free for all. As the dominance of money (above
all) is incompatible with the integrity of politics, merit, kinship etc.. so the dominance of
money in all these spheres must finally disappear. Walzer's vision of a new social
order comprehends the appropriate arrangements of a decentralized democratic
socialism: a strong welfare state run, in part at least, by local and amateurs officials: a
constrained market; an open and demystified civil service: independent public schools;
the sharing of hard work and free time; the protection of religious and familial life: a
system of public honouring and dishonouring free fromall considerations of rank and
class; workers” control of companies and factories: a politics and parties. movements,
meetings and public debate. In his book Spheres of Justice (1983). he has led down
elaborate criteria for the distribution of various social goods according to the proper
spheres of lheir. applications, where they would contribute to the smooth functioning
of the community.

In his book Afrer Virtue (1981), Alasdair MacIntyre has argued that individuals
flourish only with in an atmosphere of *socially established cooperative human activity'.
If the state treats individuals as disconnected entities and lets them loose to realize
their rights without realizing that duties, the result would be soeial disintearation and
moral disaster. MacIntyre constructs an idea of the narrative selfs y notion :\fl\‘m\n:\l
identity that comes from the wave of social and communal bong. He argues that
‘individuality” owes its origin to the framework of an established community; it cannot
be the product ol an individual's choice. Maclntyre ridicules the li\\Cl‘.ll.\‘"c‘\\ncg\p( of
individual as an *autonomous moral agents”, disconnected from the soctal fabae. He



argues that individual flouris]; only within an atmosphere of *socially established
coopcrative human aclivity”,

The state must promote and protect this activity and their by encourage the
development of human excellence. MacIntyre and other communitarians believe that
il the state treats individuals as disconnceted beings and Iet them loose to realize their
rights (as liberal seem 1o wish), the result would be social disintegration and moral
disaster. Such disaster has already become visible in modern liberal states as evident
in the prevalence of erime and violence, the breakdown of the family, and the rampant
drug abuse. Charles Taylor in his book Philosophical Papers (1985) cchoed
MaclIntyre's attack on the liberal conception of *atomistic’ individual and conformed
the tenants of communitarianism. Taylor argued that if human beings want their genuine
development, they must acknowledge first that they are situated in a society. They can
realize their good only through cooperation in the pursuit of the common good. According
to Taylor liberals claim that the freedom to choose our projects is inherently valuable,
something to be pursued for its own sake, a claim that can be rejected as empty.

Instead, he say, there has to be some project that is worth pursuing, some task that is
worth fulfilling.

In a communitarian society, the common good is conceived of as a substantive
conception of the good life which defines the community’s way of life. This common
good, rather than adjusting itself to the pattern of people’s preferences, provides a
standard by which those preferences are evaluated. The community’s way of life
forms the basis for a public ranking of conceptions of the good, and the weight given
toanindividual preferences depends on how much she conforms or contributes to this
common good.

Communitarians talks of two-level relationship with the individual at one level
and the state at the other and the intermediate position between the individual and the
state is occupied by groups and communities. Communitarian thinkers criticize liberal
political theory mainly for its overemphasis on individual. They argued that the liberal
conception of the self and the relationship between the individual and the state are
inherently flawed, unduly limited as well as the misrepresentative of the true nature of
society. They criticized liberal individualism for prioritizing the rights and freedom of
individual’s and neglecting the importance of community membership to social and
political life. Communitarians argue that the guarantee of a free and just state is deeply
intertwined with the wellbeing of the community. The main objective of an ideal state
is two employ its power and authority to encourage the continuation and health of
those cultural traditions and values that serve to determine the common good. In a
nutshell, the supporter of communitarianism advocates a state with a positive function
of promoting the common good, unlike the liberal individualism who assigned a negative
function to the state for ensuring an absence of interference in the domain of individual
rights. The advocates of communitarianism focus on particular social value structures
and reject the overtly abstract individualism of liberalism. Its emphasis is on the
importance of particularistic moral traditions by expressing a preference for the
collective pursuit of virtue rather than the defence of individual rights as a principle of

social order.

Rights and Responsibilities: A Synthesis

Some political theorists sec responsive communitarianism as a synthesis of liberal and
academies-communitarian concerns. According to Sandel and Taylor, philosophical
liberalism tended to overemphasize individual rights and autonomy at the cos{ of
common goods. But such a step only brought out their lack of confidence about
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s, The rcqp(msivc communitarians sought (o

bridge this gap. In their works they point out that socicly muslll.nk:I ,I::]?\r:(c]i(q)rzl tl:le
moral high grounds of both the core valucs —the common go(’(' E:n xlreme ::)silig .
and autonomy. They argucd that since communitics tended to lake cl, i Pk- ons
and would side with cither core value, il was necessary 0 pli‘g_l'ﬁ"& l ﬂ:/ EIO "
centre. Examples of such incqualitics were Japan, wlnc.h was de R (l: QOS.M.IS the
common good but neglected women rights and rights of C!IIﬂIC minoritics. Similarly,
the UK and the US gave undue importance (0 individual rights. . N

against excessive CXPE‘"S"’.C_(ICE"’“O”
ich people find both arich web of

individual rights, especially human rigl

Responsive communitarians also warned

of rights and championed modern communities in wh
social relations and considerable degrees of freedom. ‘
Fearing possibilities of future conflicts between the common goods and lnd.wlldual
rights, responsive communitarianism laid out certain principles to err?1lllﬂlc PPI'C'CS to
cope with them, including in arcas such as public health versus indfvldunl privacy and
national sccurity versus individual liberty. These policy criteria, mentioned below, should
be implemented simultancously.

o No change is justified in governing public policies and norms unlcss_sociely
encounters serious chzillenges, because these kinds of changes exact considerable
societal costs. -

« Individual rights may be restricted only if it leads to benefit thie common good—
what the US courts refer to as a ‘compelling interest’—and if the intrusion is as
limited as possible.

o Adverse side effects that result from policy changes must be treated, above all,
by introducing stronger mechanisms of accountability and oversight.

The Third Sector

Communitarianism has added another page to the ongoing debate over the role of the
government and the market. Communitarians hold that civil societies role should be

" .given due importance. They argue that much of the behaviour as well as the factors

that encourage discharging responsibilities are influenced by this third sector, which
includes family, schools, different communities and non-profit organizations. They

uphold the need and importance of social norms and informal social controls in fostering

pro-social conduct and providing moral grounds to run a government as well as the
market. American journalist Jonathan Rauch used the words ‘soft communitarianism’
to refer to communitarianism that focuses on the role of civil society and ‘hard
communitarianism for East Asian communitarianism, which views the state as the
primary social agent. d

Cultural Relativism and the Global Community

Communitarianism’s advocacy for communal formulations of the good make them
vulnerable to the charge of ethical relativism or the claim that there is nothing called
absolute good, but the concept ol good has different meaning for different gacicties
and culture. .

Social scientist Michael Walzer in his book Spheres of Jystjce (1983), took a
relativistic position, asserting that the caste system is good for the Indian society
according to its standards. Critiques, however, say his theory is untenable. Admiuinl_‘
that every community has its own values, Taylor, as did Rawls, opined tha ‘0\'crl-.1ppin:.‘
consensus’ on specific norms and policies is still possible, though different comnumitic;

may have different reasons for believing that a given nom or policy is riaht. For
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example, in the US, right to abortion and Theories of Transformation

make adoption easi : anti-abortion groups have worked togetherto
asterand improve the functioning of the day-care-centre.

Whatisto b

at s ¢ understood is that 1l : . . R B
. : S that the ques CCONE ality ope ol
community ¢ question on scope of morality and scoj NOTES

shape mIm]‘ll‘“h:ll‘l‘::\l\‘;]‘:!‘:‘lk\‘l‘lul jrﬂll“li(?l\u“.\'. cnnun‘unilic‘s adopted the avour and
and cconomie '111\1‘\:-c\ \‘:11;‘L j\t-\. Bul \\.'I?h advent ofnew Im'ccs‘such as 1cclumlnlp!)’
cllective normative m;d' “ ,iv|l\.k"u“",'““”"“'" became necessary m‘m'(lcr o pum-ulic
Y T —— Ll: ! lt-\l_g.fullal.'mcc !n and ‘cnnlml ‘nl l‘hcsc forces hcnv:-. in
CL‘!‘Illll‘\‘.lllcn: Nl ,‘. I‘_lllll-llll\‘l.IIQT came mlncxlslcm'cn} .lxurupc. H,\'.llur late 20th

- asa growing realization that these communities too had limited scope
nndllhc several challenges these communities face today, such as nuclear war or
L‘Il\’lljnnmcm;l‘] degradation, cannot be dealt on a national basis. This has led to the
emergence oFmore encompassing communities. The European Union is an example
ol 1.“”‘.“"3 a supernational community; but so far, it has not developed any kind ol
social integration and shared values that a strong conmunity requires. ‘

Criticism

Cm.nmnnn:\riunism has also its limitations. 1t is criticized that in spite of its strong
cthical base. it has no mechanism to ensure that its principles will be adopted as the
general rules of behaviour. Though communitarianism is endowed with strong moral
philosophy. it is not founded in equally strong political philosophy. Liberals arguc that
any ‘thicker conception of community is inconsistent with two basic aspects of modern
life: the demand for individual autonomy, and the existence of social pluralism. As
Rawls put it the *fact of pluralism’ means that *the hope o political community must
be abandoned, if by such a community we mean a political society united ina ffirming
a general and comprehensive coneeption of the good, Communitarians object to the
neutral state. They believe itshould be abandoned for a *politics of the common good’,
According to Stephen Holmes, the contrast between the *polities of neutrality” and
communitarianism’s *politics of the common good® can be misleading. There is a
*common good" present in liberal politics as well, sinee the policies ofa liberal state in
atpromoting the interests ol the members of the community. The political and economie
processes by which individual preferences are combined into a social choice function
are liberal modes of determining the common good. To allirm state neutrality, therefore,
is not to reject the idea of a common good, but rather to provide an interpretation olit.

4.6 MULTICULTURALISM
Multiculturalism is a concept first floated by Pierre Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada,
in the 1960s. in the context of peculiar circumstance of Canadian politics.

Canada was a British dominion created by the original British colony of Ontario
and an original French colony Quebec acquired by Britain in 1763, They were united
in 1867 into one dominion under the British monarch ina federal structure, Bi-lingualism
was adopted as the o fficial policy of the country.

Subsequently, Canada acquired new territories and the size of the federation
enlareed with the creation ol new provinces/states. She settled several fresh immigrants
frothuropc and Asia and the cultural composition ol the population became more
and more complex.

The Francophone Quebeck was were restless under British rule and always
demanded parity with the Anglophone Canadians in all vespects. Frequently, they
threatened secession. The problem was complicated by the fact that, for historical
reasons the Anglophones were Protestants and the Francophones were Catholic. 1t
s 1o settle this problem that Pierre Trudeau, a French man, floated the concept of
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Anglophone, the immigrants and
a was not palatablc to the Quebeckwgg
f the Anglophone Canadians, apg
a minority. However, the sysiep,
lel of governance in a country

multiculturalism in which the I"l'nnt‘(‘l’h‘“]c' the
indigenous people would live happily. The formul
who had so far seen themselves as equal partners 07
now found themselves to be reduced to the status of
has worked. More importantly it was put up as & mo
containing different languages and different religions.

s o

Implications of multiculturalism

. S ates’ that came into existence j
A modern state today is a mass state. The *nation stales 1 n

Europe in the 18th century, contained, besides a dominant _mzljarlly. scvclr:!: minority
cultural groups. Almost every ‘nation state’ of the world is u(.:luull‘y mu ll‘ ingual or
multi-religious or both, Multiculturalism recognizes the equality ofall these culturg]
groups, at lcast in theory. Multiculturalism is a challenge to the idea of culturg]
nationalism.

This is an innovation over the individualistic principle of nation states w_hcr.c Flhnic
or cultural groups were not constitutionally recognized. In those states on[x individuals
had rights. Thus, in the USA, the English language is compulsory and official language
for the government and the people. So in Britain, France, Germany, Poland etc. Some
countrics like Switzerland today and Communist Russia earlier had a federal structure
of government that granted statehood to individual religious and linguistic groups. Belgium
isnot a federation in the formal way, but it also recognizes different linguistic groups.
Political rights of cultural groups is the foundational principle of multiculturalism.

There is a slow movement in these states towards multiculturism in that minority
cultures are being acknowledged as legitimate. The African Americans in the USA
and the European countries have got equal rights. Muslims and other Asians are allowed
to have their own languages taught in schools. However, there is still considerable
conflict on the question of the cultural specialities of the immigrants like the burqa of
the Muslim women or the turban of the Sikhs.

Multiculturalism in India

India is an ancient and vast country. It contains several languages and all the major
religious groups of the world. About 80 per cent of her population is Hindu. About 60
per cent of the population do not speak Hindi, the language of the biggest group. The
Constitution of India has structured the state federally. Major linguistic groups have
their own states. The Constitution grants cultural and educational rights to the minorities.

The states can run their affairs in their own languages although the official language
is Hindi or English. All India services examinations are conducted through English,
Hindi and other regional languages. Minority educational institutions argentitred to
state grants. Multiculturalism, thus cements the mosaic of Indian nation.

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

17. Define the term community.

18. Who floated the concept of multiculturalism? .

4.7 SUMMARY

* Lenin was the architect of the first communist state in the world

¢ Leninwas one of the foremost political person

alities and revolutionary thinkers
of the 20th century. I




4.8

® Hewag ) . . . .
o7 ¢ mastenmind behing the Bolshevik coming to power in Russia during

* Healso designed the

i architecture and was the first leader of the Soviet Union.
a0 ZLedon ! M. :
1803 8 was born 1o 3 pcasant farmer in Chaochan, China, in the year

* He adopteq Marxism

at the time whe ‘ ; T assistant
. n he was employed as a library assistan
at the Pckmg Univers ploycd as d ry

ity
He was in servi
> service of the revoly . i -
utionary army during 1esc Revolution in the
year 1911, PSS

* Although the term Sw
integral revolution th
* Gandhijiw
But he w

ara) means self-rule, Gandhi gave it the substance of an
atincluded all aspects of life.

asnot the originator of the icea of non-violence and other such means.
as the first to use them on a mass scale and in the ficld of politics.

* Gandhiji believed that there s something of God in every man and that the
satyagrahi can appeal 1o (his divine clement in man through love and conscious
sclf-suffering.

* The greatest contribution o
the spiritualiz
mankind

: Mahatma Gandhi to political theory and politics is
ation of politics. He belicved that if politics is to be a blessing for
and not a course, then it has to be guided by moral and spiritual principles.

Gandhi’s greatest contribution to the social thought of this century is perhaps

his insistence on decentralization of the means of production (i.e., say economic
power).

Consistency, positivity, activity, coupled with common good and perpetuality are
the main characteristics of Gandhi’s non-violence.

According to Gandhi, democracy is the government of the people. In fact,
Justice and freedom for every citizen are possible only under this system.

The greatest merit of Communitarianism insists on co-operation and not
competition between individuals and thereby promotes social solidarity.

* It inspires the isolated individual’s to establish cordial relations between each
other, and shows them the way to obtain emotional security.

* Communitarians insists that each of us, as an individual, develops an identity,
talents and pursuits in life only as a member of the community and by sharing in
its corporate life.

KEY TERMS

e Internationalism: Internationalism is a movement which advocates a greater
economic and political cooperation among nations for the theoretical benefit of
all. ' |

e Vanguard: It is a group of people leading the way in new developments or
ideas.

e Proletariat: The class of ordinary people who earn money by working.

e Feudalism: Feudalism was a way of structuring society around relationships
derived from the holding of land in exchange for service or labour.

o Non-violence: The policy of using peaceful methods, not force, to bring about
political or social change.

« Communitarianism: It is a philosophy that emphasizes the connection between
the individual and the community.
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4.9 ANSWERS TO *CHECK YOUR PROG
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- According to Lenin, lmperialisms captt

RESS’

. e e hiohedt staee of capitalism,
Acconding to Lenin, imperialismis the higheststage E
Jlism can become finanee capitalismw hen

According to Lenin, monopoly capnt ! ce capil
of capital that the industriahists use.

banks combine and become master
alism in that stage of development n
) . A - astaken shape:n =
which the domination of monopoly and finance capital has l, B A m“,h‘“h
the export of capital has acquired pronounced importance in huh.lhc df‘ 1100
of the world by international trusts has begun: and in which the portion of all the

termitony of the carth by the great capitalist countries has been completed.

B . . . S = . ; N ‘) as ~
The *third intermational” came to be founded in March, 1919, Tt was formed 1o
organize world revolution.

Lenin was the architect of the first communist state in the world.

Socialism in the country became the operative tactorn Leninism.

. Leninappealed to Russian patriotism.

The Chinese’ revolution can be divided into two stages. The first stage 1s o
transtorm colonial. semi-colonial and semi-feudal form of society into an
independent, democratic socicty. The second stage is to carry the revolution
forwarded and build up a socialistic soctety.

Mao's hundred flowers policy emphasized that coercion shall not be used in
deological matters.

As Mao Zedong was keen to have education he worked on the fields duning the
day and studied at night.

Mao struggled for bringing about a cultural, economic and political revolution.
Acconding to Mao. historically. the Chinese revolution is divided into democracy
and socialism.

(a) State: (b) Individual initiative. action

Thoreau wrote an essay on “Civil Disobedience”™.

(a) False: (b) False

. For Gandhi, treedom was a mental state rather than political or economic

treedom.

. The terms community stands for a form of society whose members are informed

by the *community spirit” or “a sense of communiny”.

- Muluculuralismis a concept tirst floated by Pierre Trudeau. Prime Ministerof

Canada. in the 1960s. in the context of peculiar circumstance of Canadian
politics.

4.10 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions

s

[ES]

How did Lenin define impenalist capitalism?
What is the Chinese form of democracy?

Specify the main points of Gandhian philosophy of decentralization and
democracy.






